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5 ſuperfluous as Prefaces 
ſeem, yet there is one 

Thing which makes it 
in a manner neceſſary 
to prefix a few Lines 
to this Volume, in regard there is an 
I Occaſion given by the Objections 

I ſome Gentlemen have been lately 
pleaſed to make againft the Style of 
the Engliſh Tranflation. Theſe Per- 
ſons having by a very coſtly Inquiſi- 
tiveneſs, found and procur'd the Ita- 
tan Copy of theſe Letters, and com- 
11395 ©. A 3 par d 


* | 
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par'd them with the Engliſh, pick 


To the RRA DER. 


many Faults in the latter, which they 
Vou d fain improve to the leſſening 
the Reputation of the Turkiſh Spy, or 
at leaſt to the heightning of their 
own Characters, as Wits and Criticks, 
Maſters of Languages, and the Grand 
Patentees of Human Senſe. 

Id the firſt place they ſay, the 
Italian Tranſlation keeps cloſe to the 
Original Arabic; whereas the Engliſh 
abounds too much with Anglici/ms, 
which are not ſufficient to ex prels tf the 
Author's Primitive Senſe. 

How impoſſible a Thing it 1s, to 
pleaſe all People in Undertakings of 
this Nature! Formerly they-were of- 
fended that ſo many Turkiſh and Ara- 
bick Words were left untranſlated. And 
that being anſwered in the Preface-to 
the Fourth Volume, they have now 
form'd New Arguments out of that 
very Anſwer, to > ault us on the con- 
trary Side, and tax us with being too 

Pernacular. Tis true, the Letters they 
* ſent to the r on this Ac. 
count, 


nr 
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count, are not ſabſcrib'd at length : 


Yet, by Accident, one of the Gentle- 
mens Hand-writing is known. And 
tho' we acknowledge him to be an in- 


genious Perſon, and a Man of Learn- 


ing; yet I believe he would be unwil- 
ling his Letter ſhould here be expos'd 
in Print (or the Originatſhew'd to ſome 


that knowhim,and perhaps mayclaim 


an equal Rank among the Criticks.) 
Bor to come to the Purpoſe ; I 


have often heard Tra»/lations. blamed 
for keeping too cloſe to the Original 
Phraſe; but neverany, before this, for 


a Negligence that is abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to retain the Senſe of a Foreign 
Aut bor. All the World knows there is a 


vaſt Diſtance between Arabick and the 


Languages of Europe; and if the Ita- 
lian Tranfſlator was more exact in form- 


ing his Words up to a near Imitation 


of the Eaftern Proprieties of Speech, | 


no doubt but impartial Men will ra- 


ther cenſure it as a Fault, than cry it 
up for an Excellency ; ſince nothing 


lounds well in any Language, which 
ps. A434 is 
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is not deliver d in the Natural Idiom. 
Every Thing ought to be writ in as 
familiar a Style as we diſcourſe ; eſpe- 
cially Letters, which are but a Proxy- 

_ Method. of converſing at a Diſtance. 
And he that tranſlates out of one 
Language into another, ought to aim 
chiefly at this, that he be ſure to re- 
tain the Original Senſe, and render it 
ſmootli and — to the Reader. The 
Flowers of Arabia and Italy, when 
once tranſplanted to our barren Engliſh 
Soil, loſe their Vertue and Beauty, till 
they are naturaliz d: What then muſt 
we expect from their Weeds? Doubt- 
leſs, there are ſome Peculiari ties in 
all Languages; and to tranſlate Ver- 

 batimfrom ſo remote a Jong ue, would 
ſound as harſh as French does in an 
Engliſhman's Mouth, when he ped 
nounces it as tis writ. _ 
 Wararlhavemoreto ſay, is, that 
as this Volume contains a Hiſtory of 
Things tranſacted within the Me- 
mory — moſt Men now living; fo the 
two ſucceeding Tomes fall down _ ; 
; an 1 
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and nearer to the preſent Times: 
Giving an Account of Events where- 
of many have been Eye-witneſles, 
and wherein not a few haye had a 
Perſonal Share either by way of 
Action, or ſuffering Profit or Da- 
mage; which muſt needs afford De- 
light to thinking Men; fince there 
is nothing more agreeable to Mor- 
tals, than to reflect on the former 
Paſlages of their Liyes, according to 
that of the Poet - 


— 


Hec olim meninifſe juvabit. 


Bxsrprs, for the farther Encourage- 


ment of the candid Reader, he may 


aſſure himſelf, that toward the Con- 
cluſion of the Laſt Volume, he will 
meet with ſeveral Secrets between 
the French and Turkiſh Courts, which 
will diſcover the true Source of the 
Preſent War between the Emperor of 
Germany and the Grand Sgnior; and 
give a Glimpſe of the private Machi- 
nations and Springs which haye put 
% n A 5 Fen all 


E the READER 
all Europe into the Hurly-bur ly "tis. 


now in. 
I nave but this more to ſay, 
that we hope to be more ſpeedy in 
' _ publiſhing the Remainder of theſe. 
” © Letters, than we have hitherto been 
in the Former Volumes. Reader, 


Adieu. 
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Lerrexs' and Marrtrs con- 
tained in this Vol ud x. 
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BOOK I. 8" 
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2 LETTER I 


umu the Arabian at Paris, to 
Dgęnet Oglou his Friend at Con- 
A fa antinople, Page 1 
Ae relates the Errors he commit- 
SES» ted in Point of Addreſs and Car- 
- riage when he firſt came to Paris. 
III. 7 the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secre- 
- tary of the Ottoman Empire, 8 
Of a Fellow that dogg d him up and down the 
Streets of Paris; * bis Maprebenji on 
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| III. To 


The TAB L E. 
III. 25 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, r 
. of the College of Sciences at Fez, 
He complains o his frequent ads ont 45 
count of his Employment. 
IV., To the oa, - n 17 
Of the Quakers in Holland „England, Ger- 
many, and other Parts of Europe. 
V. To the ſame, © 118 
Of the Peace concluded bettneen France and 
Spain. Of the Match between the King 
of France and the Spaniſh Infanta. Of 
| 4 Duke © 78 "pores s Releaſe, and the 
Prince of Conti's Reſtoration. 
VI. 25 Hamet, Reis {der Principal Se- 
Sp of the Ottoman Empire, 21 
He e congratulates his Acceſſion to that Dignity. 
Of phe Death of the King of Sweden, and 
the Duke of Orleans. 
VII. 77 Dgnet Oglou, WT 
 Hediſcourſes againſt the little Canes Pia of 
_ the Mahometans. Of Moſes and the 
Jews in pt. 0 
VIII. To che Kaimacham, | 31 
Of the. Prince f Condes Reception and 
_ Entertainment at the French Court, 
Same Paſſages of his Life. 
IX. To the ſame, 33 
Of King Charles II. bis an to the 


Crown. 
X. To Mehemet, an exif d Eunuch, af 


Caire in Egypt, | . 


"24, BY 
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XI. 7 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire, p. 39. 


He relates ſome Paſſages of Henry IVS Life. 


XII. To Muſtapha, Berber Aga, 43 


Of the extraordinary Magnificence at the New- 


He breaks forth into melancholy Excurſions. 


married King and Queen's Entry into Paris. 


XIII. Zo Dgner Oglou. 45 
Of an Earthquake at Paris. | 
XIV. 7o Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 47 
OMervations on the Reign of Lewis XIII. 
XV. To Mahummed in the Deſart, 52, 
F the Earthquake at Paris, and ether Parts 
of France. Ns; N lr 
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TO the venerable Mufti, 5 | F, 


Of Cardinal Mazarini's Death. 


Some Remarks on his Life. - _. __ 
II. To the Vizir Azem at the Porte, 58 


' Farther Remarks on Cardinal Mazarini. 


III. 7o Pefteli Hali, Lis Brother, Maſter 


_ of the Cuſtoms, at Conſtagtinople, 60 
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Of his Couſin Iſouf s Refidence at Aſtracan. 
Character of the Muſcovites. 8 8 
IV. To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Scien- 

ces, and Penſioner to the Sultan. p. 62 
He congratulates his Comver frog #6 fo mw aho- 
metan Faith. 
V. To the Mufti, 64 
Of the King of France's Power to cure the 

King's Evil. 
VI. To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 
f Sidon, 67 
He applauds the happy Life of a Santone. 
VII. 2 Dgnet Oglou, 70 
Of Painters. 4 Story of Martin Heemskirk 
Another of Giotto. 
VIII. 7o Lubano Abufai Saad, an Egyp- 
tian Knight, 75 
2 the * kin's Birth. | 

To Cars Hali, Phy/ician to the Grand 
Signior. 8 


7 
of Prardine Indi ſference, and Reſignati 1 


To the ſame, _. 3 
Of Plays, and ; an odd Accident that happen d 
at one, in the Preſence of the King, and 
re whole Court. | 5 
XI. To Dgnet Oglon, - 88 
He complauns of the * caſt on him by 
ome at the Ser | 
XII. To ATE Zeid, Hadgi, 2 7 
er to the Seraglio, 
Of w> wicked Lives of Trift and Monks. 
XIII. To 
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XIII. To the Chiaus Baſſa, pl. 9 

Of the French King's Condad and Govern- 
ment. 4 

XIV. To the ſame. | 101 


More on the ſame Subject. Of an extraordi- 


nary Tournament, or Carouſal, at the Fren ch 
Court. : 


XV. To Zeidi Alamanzi, Merchant at 


Venice. 
He applauds his Sincerity in embracing the- 
Muſſulman FJaitb. 


XVI. 27 the Kaimacham 109 


Of the Attempts made on the Lives of the 
Duke and Dutcheſs of Crequi. + ; 

XVII. To Mohammed, the illuſtrious Ere- 
mite of Mount Uriel 7 Arabia, 111 

Of the Contradictions and Uncertainty of an- 
cient Records, &c. 


XVIII. To Haſnadar-Baſſi, chief Treaſu- 


rer to His Highneſs, 117 

Of the Birth and Death of Madam of France. 
Of the Peace concluded between France and 
Spain. He reflects on the 4 „for de- 
Avering up Dunkirk 10 the French. Of 
the Marriage between the King of b. 
and the Infanta f Portugal. 

XIX. To the Kaimacham, 


117 
Hie relates a ſtrange Paſſage that happen d to 


him in viſiting a Calabrian Traveller, pro- 
Feling Aral and Phyſick, 
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The TABLE 


XX. To the Captain Baſh, 121 

Of a wonderful Man 2 up on 155 Cons 
of North Holland. 

XXI. To Nathan Hen Saddi, a Jew at 
Vienna, PISS 

He endeavours to comvince him that Iſmael 
_ was Heir of the Promiſes made ta Abraham, 
as being the Firſt- horn Son. With fome- 
Recriminations on the Race of Ifaac. 

XXII. To the ſame, _ 128 

He diſcourſes concerning the Origin of Nobj- . b 
" tity and Grandeur among Men. © 

XXIII. 7o Codaratrad ( heik, 's Mano 
the Law, 

of a Man "that "was W at Paris!) | 
Alerting, that he was the Son of Got . 
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LETTER I 
O Solyman, his Couſin, at + Chilce- | 
don, | 136 


He applauds his Removing from Place to Place, 
and adviſes him to owe! farther in the 
Werld; or at leaſt to viſit his Couſin Iſouf 


4481 Aſtracan. 
II. 25 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
4 the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, 139 


Of the Wars and Revolutions in Indoſtan; 
with ſome Remarks on the different Policy 
% Eaftern Nations. 
III. 7o Uſeph Baſh, 43 
Of the Converſion of the Dake of Mecklen. 
burgh to the Roman Faith. Of the mag- 
» || mificent Entry the Swiſs Ambaſſadors made 
Ie Paris. 
IV. 2 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
| Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 145 
_ 07 the King of France's Amours. A Pleaſant 
7 Story of bis Confeſſor. 
I V. 2 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
| Grand Signior' ; Wb at Conſtan- 
* ** + 
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The TABLE. 
OF Mahmur's Juclination to travel; his par- 
-- ticular Fancy for Indoſtan: With a De- 
teription of the Pleaſures he ſhould take in 
. paſſing thither. 
VI. 251 0 Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Fe- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire, p. 153 
| 7 the Death of the Dutcheſs of Savoy, and 
Carolus Joſephus, Brother to the German 
Emperor. A general Character of Ger- 
many, France, Spain, England, Holland, 
and other Parts of Eur 
VII. To Kerker Haſſan, alfa, 177 
He acquaints him how he had been aſſaſſina- 
ted one Night in the Streets, as he was 
returning to his Lodgings. Of his Removal 
- - thereupon to another Part of the City. | 
VIII. 20 Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew at 
1 Vienna, 162 
He informs bim of the ſame Hecident, refer- 
ring him for farther Inſtructions to Elias 
chim, who would be fbortly at Vienna. 
IX. To Zeidi dl 4 Merchant at 
Venice, 164. 
He forbids him to fend any Letters to Paris, 
All he has receiv'd freſh Orders from ie 
Porte. 
X. To Murat, Baſſa, 166 


1 


Hie complains for Want of timely Intelli. 


gence from the Miniſters of the Porte. Of 
- the Victories and Succeſſes of the Ottomans 
© in Hungary. Of Count Trozar's * 


Aa TABLE. 
val at Paris, in Quality of Ambaſſador 


from the Emperor. 


XI. To Iſouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 


Aſtracan, p-. 169 
A-Charatter of Spain. 
XII. To Afis Baſſa, 171 


Of the general Conſternation i in Europe, upon 
the News of the Grand Signior's Advances 
into Hungary. Of Cardinal Chiſi's Arri- 


val at Paris in Duality of Legate de La- 


tere rom the Pope. 

XIII. 20 Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal 

Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 172 

He gives him a Character of Spain, different 
from that be ſent his Couſin Iſouf. | 


XIV. To Muſu Abu'l Yahya, Profe or of 


Philo/opby at Fez, 


He diſcourſes of the various 13 of 


Europe. A Story of a German Ambaſe- 
ador at the French Court. 
XV. To Oſman Adrooneth, Aftrologer to 
the Sultan at Adrianople, 180 
of a Comet appearing in the Firmament. From 
' whence he takes Occaſion to diſcourſe about 
the Nature of Comets. 

XVI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal = 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 182 
He informs him of the Peace made between 
| the Pope and the King of France, after 
the Affronts put upon the French Amba/- 

ſador 
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' Remarks on the Mareſchal de Turenne, 


The TABLE. 

. fader at Rome. Of the French * 8 
Deſign on Africk. © 6 
XVII. 25 Abdel Melee Muli Omar, . 
dent of the Cans of Sciences al F 75 
187 

He condlains that true Science is not to be 
— unleſs among the Bramins of In- 


Ri 25 Mirmadolin, Santone of the 


Vale of Sidon, Gn 188 

He aſſerts, tar Mes art Partakivs of the 
Divine Nature. A Digreſſion concerning 
the ancient Religion of be Gentiles. 


XIX. To the Jame, © | 1 90 
A ſeeptical Diſcourſe after the Mauer of a an 


Epicurean Philoſopher. 


; XX. To Iſouf, his Couſin, a Me chant at 


Aſtracan, 192 
Mahmut complains of his Unea/ineſs in Paris, 


and expreſſes bis Emulation of the Arabs 
and Tartars. 


XXI. 75 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 196 


. with a Character of that Prince. 
XXII. 2 Orchan Cabet, Student of the 
Sciences, and Penſioner to the Grand Sig-- 


RE 199 
Of a Paper of Verſes which the King of France 


— . ow his Table. 


of. 


The T A B L E. 


Of Anne Marie de Skurman, 1 Learned = 
Maid of Saxony. 
XXIII. To the Captain Baſſa, p. 201 = 
Of a notable Victory obtain'd by the Engliſh, 
ander the Command of the Duke of York, 
in a Sea Fight with the Dutch. 
Of the King of France's Deſign to unite both 
Seas, by cutting a Canal thro' Part of hig | 
Kingdom. 7 
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LETTER I. 


0 Abhind: Beig,)- pi. 20 5 
Of the Death of Philip IV, 
Spain, and the Duke of Iv, Rugs 
II. To Willidin Voſpel, a Recluſe of Au- 
ſtria, 209 
Mahmut e to reclaim him from Bi- 


erg. 
ut. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vi- 
- -_enna, 213. 
He reflefts an be ; Miſna Pe T almud of the 
Jews: Rehearfing briefly ſeveral ridiculous 
Stories out of the latter. Of a Sort of Jews 
in North Afia, different from the reſt of 
that Lineage, in their Language, Laws, | 
and Religion. 
IV. To the ſame, 1 217 
He gives him a more particular Account of theſe 
Jews, their Cu/toms, and Manner of Life. . 
V. ToMohammed, Hadgi, Dervich, Ere- 
mite of Mount Uriel in Arabia the Hap- 4 
-ÞYs 219 
He tells him be isin doubt of his future State: 
However, aſſerts, That tis good to medi- 3 
tate on the laſt 9 
VI. To 
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The TABLE, 
VI. To the Kaimacham, 3 23 | 
Of Mirammud, the Son of the Xeriph wm Sal- 
lee's being takenPriſoner by the French. His 
Character and Entertainment at the Court. 
VII. 20 Hamet Muladdin, Xeriph of Sal- 
lee, 225 
He acquaints him with the ſame Thing, and 
adviſes him to ſend ſpeedy Ambaſſadors to 
the Court of France, in order to his Son's 
Redemption. N 
VIII. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
of the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, 227 
He informs him of the Treachery of Solyman 
© his Couſin, in employing ſome Armenian 
Merchants at Paris, ts pry into Mahmut's. 
Secrets. 
IX. Jo Dgnet Oglou, e 229 
More on the [ame Fubject. 
X. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
 cretary of the Ottoman Empire, 233 
Of the Plague in London, and in other Parts 
of England. Of the Death of the Queen 
Mother F France, and of the Prince of 
n 
XI. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vi- 
n „ 
He reproaches bim with Bigotry, in believing 
Sabbati Sevi, the pretended Meſias of 
Smyrna, Sc. to be the true Redeemer of 1(- 
racl. A ſhort Hiftory of Sabbati Seyi's Life. 
. To the Kaimacham, 1 
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An Account of the Jews Extravagancies on 


, the Appearing of Sabbati Sevi, as their 
 Meſſias. Strange Reports of the ten Tribes 
that were carried away Captive by Sal- 
manaſſar King of Aff wm 


XIII. 7o Murat, B | 242 


Of a War between 'theF 8 and the Engliſh. 
Of a Marriage between the Emperor of 
Ear and the Infanta of Spain. 

XIV. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Ma 
of the Cuſtoms, and Superintendant o ihe 
Arſenal at Conſtantinople, 247 

atulates his neu Advance; relates 
1 of Rezan, a City in * 
and deſcants on the Day of Doom 

XV. To Uſeph, Baſſa, 


Of the Continuance of the Plague i in England, 


Of the Fire at London. 
XVI. 7o Cara Hah, Phyſician to the Grand | 
Signior, 252 


He complains that our Knowledge of a Future 
State is very uncertain. 
XVII. To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa, 257 


He rejoices tothear that he is tobe remov'd from 


Paris to a Country Life, ſomewhere in Aſia. 


XVIII. 20 Ifou: his Kinſman, a Merchant 


at Aſtracan, | 262 | 

He gives him a Character of bis Coufin So- 

C7 man, and bids him beware of os if be 
bould come to Aſtracan. 
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Mahmut be Arabian at Paris, to Dgnet 
Oglou, his Friend at Conſtantinople. 


„ makes me ſmile ſometimes when 
= _— W 1 refle&t how often I was put to it 
for an Addreſs ſuitable to the Man- 
ners of the Nazarenes, and the parti- 
cular Mode of Paris when I firſt 
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end at this City: For, hon | 


— 


= know'ſ we had other Employ- 
ments, than to learn Faſhions and Conge's at Paler- 
mo. The Mind of a Slave is dejected under the 
Circumſtances of his — ſo that he has | 

not | 


* 
— | 


2 Betters writ by Vol. VI. 
not Leiſure to regard any Thing, but how to ac- 
<ompliſh his daily Task, and to pleaſe his Patron. 
All his Study and Care is bent upon this, and there's 
no Room left for generous Thoughts ; neither has 
ke Means or Courage to venture on Projects, or 
improve the preſent Occurrences in order to his 
future Happineſs. Nay, he hardly dares think of e- 
ver being happy again. This was my Caſe, and 1 
believe *twas not much better with thee.” T 
Vet, notwithſtanding all the rigorous Uſage I, had, 
the Baſtinadoes, Kicks, Bruiſes, Cuts and Wounds, 1 
receiv d from the Hands of that barbarous Giafer, my 
Maſter, which made me ſometimes incapable of do- 
ing him any Service by Day, or of taking any Reſt 
my ſelf by Night, I was reſolv'd to find ſome ſpare 
Time for Books. I roſe early, and went late to Sleep 
neglecting no Moment, wherein I could apply my 

ſelf to Study. The pe had with that 
Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of ſingular Ad- 
vantage to me in this Kind: For, thou may'ſt re- 
member, he was well ſtock'd with many ancient and 
learned Treatiſes. He furniſh'd me with Platarcbh, 
Polybius, Strabo, Pliny,and other Hiſtories. All which, 
and many more, I devour'd with Greedineſs ; for 
J had a ſtrong Appetite to Knowledge. And after | 
my Redemption, I paſs'd away ſome Time in the 
Academies, where I learn'd the knotty Tricks of 
Logick, how to ſplit Moods and Figures, and chain 
one impertinent Sylogiſm to the Tail of another to 
Eternity. I alſo run through a Courſe of Philoſo- 

y and other Sciences. Neither was I altogether 
gnorant of Men: For the reading of Hiſtories, 
fits a Man the better to make N Experi- 
ments in the Affairs of the World. To which alſo, 
Philoſophy is not a little helpful, in directing our 
Obſervations on the various Tempers of People, 
Mens perſonal Diſpoſitions and Singularities, with 
the Humours and Cuſtoms peculiar. to this or. 


that 


— 
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that Nation. For theſe Things depend many times 
on the Difference of the Climate, the Nature of the 
Soil, the Qualities of the Air, and the Manner of 
their Diet. A 
But neither Hiftory, Logick, or Philoſophy, were 
able to efface the Impreſſions of my early Years, of 
unteach me the Manners in which I had been educa- 
ted from my Infancy. I brought Arabia and Con- 
flantinople along with me even to Paris. And be- 
cauſe I had not been uſed to diſſemble the Profeſſion 
and Carriage of e during my Thraldom 
in Sicily; I was at a Loſs in my Deportment, when 
I came firſt hither, | | 
How often have I been like to diſcover my ſelf 
by pronouncing the ſacred Bi/mil/ah, either when 
I fat down to eat, or put a Glaſs of Water to my 
Lips; or when I began any other Action of Impor- 
tance? $0 likewiſe in uttering the Handillab, after 
a Repaſt, or when any Thing happen'd which 
prompted me to praiſe God. 
When I met any of my Acquaintance in the 
Streets, I was apt to forget that I hada Hat on. And 
inſtead of putting off that, according to the Faſhion 
of the Franks, I laid my Hand on my Breaſt, and 
= ſometimes bow'd ſo low, that my Hat fell off from 
the my Head, before I was ſenſible of my Error. 
of If I had Occaſion to addreſs my ſelf to a Perſon 
ain of Quality, I was ready to take up the Bottom of 
r to his Cloak, Gown, or Robe, and to kiſs it in Token 
loſo- of Reverence, as the Cuſtom is in the Eaff, when 


ther {Wwe falute the Grandees. Nay, ſometimes I could 
ries, not forbear falling on my Knee, or proſtrate on the 
Jxeri- Ground before Cardinal Rich/iev, and thoſe of his 
alſo, high Dignity. All which, nevertheleſs, paſſed on- 
our ly for Clowniſhneſs, and Want of courtly Educa- 
ple, tion, which teaches the nice Pandtilio's of Addreſs, 

ith. They took me for a Kind of Moldavian Nuſtick, 
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without any further Jealouſy. Or perhaps, they 
ſmil'd at this, as ſome ſingular Caprice or Hu- 
mour, like that of the Philoſopher 1 who 
coming to ſalute a great Captain, and the Ceremo- 
ny of thoſe Times requiring him to touch the Cap- 
tain's Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals. * 
which the Captain being affronted, and thruſting 
his Hand away with ſcornful Words, What ! ſays 
the Philoſopher, daes not that Part belong to you, as 
well as your Knees It often diverts my Melancholy, 
to conſider how many Errors of this Kind I have 
committed, not through Ignorance, or any Cynical 
Humour, but only in pure Overſight, and Forget- 
fulneſs. 

It was a long Time e're I could frame my Fingers 
to handle a Knite and Fork at Meals, as is the univer- 
ſal Cuſtom in theſe Weſtern Parts; whereas thou 
knoweſt, we make uſe of no other In/fruments in 
Eating, but our Fingers and Teeth. Whence it was, 
that J could not ſometimes forbear thruſting my 
Hand intoa whole Diſh of Meat ; which is counted 
a great Indecency in France. And after I was recon- 
ciled to thoſe nicer Inſtruments of Voluptuouſneſs, 
ſo as tocarve my Meat 2 la Made; yet when once 
IT had it on own Plate, I laid aſide thoſe Tools 
as uſcleſs, and tore it aſunder with my Fingers and | 
Teeth, r la Turceſque, as the French call it; 
that is, like a Muſulman. 

- Nevertheleſs, no Body ſuſpected me; but all 
theſe Miſcarriages paſs'd for Moldavian Barbariſint, 
the ſalvage Cuſtoms of that my ſuppoſed Country. 
I tell thee, that tho' the Manner of Eating among 
the French, ſeems to have ſomething more of Neat-| 
neſs and Delicacy in it; yet it appears full of Soft- 
neſs and Luxury, and I cannot in Reaſon prefer it to 
the more natural and ſimple Method of Diet, us'd in 
the Eaſt. Neither would the French themſelves 
condemn us for Salvages in this Point, as they com- _., 
__ monly —- 
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monly do, did they but conſider, that this Negli- 
gence very well becomes Men of the Sword ; and 
that in their Campaigns, their own Generals are am- 
bitious to appear careleſs in every Thing relating to 
their Body. | & 
Doubtleſs, the ancient Romans, who brought the 
teſt Part of the World under their Power, 
unn'd all Fineſſes in Diet and Apparel, till ſuch 
time as their Manners were debauch'd, and their Em- 
pire in its Decline. Our Annals record, That when 
Sultan Selim lay down with his Army before a cer- 
tain Place, and the Governor of the Town ſent 
Commiſſioners to treat with him about a Surrender; 
.they found him- at Dinner, which conſiſted only of 
two or three Onions, a little Salt and Bread. 
Hiſtories alſo relate of the faithful Omar, Succeſſor 
of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army 
not far from Feru/alem; the Nazarene Prince who go- 
vern'd that City, ſent a Spy into the Hoſt of the Mu/- 
ſulmans, to obſerve their Diſcipline, and bring him 
a lively Character of their General. The Spy went 
according to his Maſter's Order; and having tarried 
ſome Time in the Arabian Camp, —— again, 
and thus ſpoke to the Governor. ' 


It will not be needful to recount every Thing T obs 


. © ſerved among theſe Soldiers; ſince by what TI 
„ ſhall ſay of their Leader, thou may'ſt compre- 
„ hend the Manners of them all: For they obey 
him, and follow his Example in every 'Fhing, 
with exquiſite Silence and Modeſty. I ſaw Omar 
their Prince, at the Head of his Army, ſitting 
ona Camel, his Face tawny and ſcorch'd by the 

Sun, in a Ve of Perſian Cotton, girded about 
„with a Belt of Leather, at which hung a Cymetar 

and Dagger, with a Knapſack tied behind him like 


„ thence hard Cruſts of Bread, ſhaking off the 
* Husks of Millet — ſtuck to b Fo My 
ES 3 ; « In 


© the meaneſt Soldier. I ſaw him take out from 


2 


— ane ———— 


| 
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« Tn the Name f God, he eat heartily of the ſame. 
Then he drank Water out of a leathern Bottle 
hanging by his Side; and when he had done, he 
« faid, Praiſe be to God. All his Army made their 
0 Re paſt at the ſame Time, and in the ſame Man- 
ner, with admirable "Temperance, and ſuch an 
Order and Modeſty, as I never ſaw before, net- 
«« ther can I expreſs. | 
When the Prince heard this, "Es ſtood ſtill a con- 
Aderable Time, muſing as one aftoniſhed. Then turn- 


ing to the Sexiors and Chief of the People who were 
preſent, he ſaid, It is neceſſary that we ſurrender 


our City to theſe. People; wy they have the 
Smiles of Heaven, Their Prophet and thein Law, 
« oblige em to Temperance, Frugality, Obedience, 


4. dad a modeft Deportmont. Theſe Vertues are 


certain Steps to Victory and Empire, Beſides, I 
4 havereceiv*d a Tradition from my Anceſtors, That 
** People ſhall come out of Arabia, witch a new 
„La and Religion, whichſhallaboliſh all that went 
before it. They ſhall ſubdue Paleſtine and Egypt, 


and ſhall build Moſques, wherein their Prayers thall 


s ſound like the Hummings of Bees. Their Empire 
< ſhall extend from Zañ to Wal, and to the Extre- 
««. mities of the Earth, This js what I have learned 
« from 8 Forefathers, and which I believe is now 
* comin ſs. | Therefgre it will be in vain to 
* reſiſt RY rs e by a 

* Decree Rom above 

Thoſe that were abo 


him, did not approve the 


Counſel of this wiſe Nagarene. However, he ſent 


to Omar, and obtain'd Favour for himſelf and his 


J. 
Thou wilt ſay, Tm 80 wide of the Mark of my 
firſt Diſcourſe, which related to my ſelf, and not 


to any of the primitive Calipbs: But tis impoſſible 


to reſtrain our Thoughts from. roving. Some fay, 


9 W 


* 


o t. „ n ine 5 
that one Idea being faſtened to another in our Me- 


mory, we muſter in Rank and File, according 
to their proper Order, when we think, or make 


Reflections. God knows how 'tis. This I am ſure, 


of, That when I write to my Friends, I ſtudy not 
to make an elaborate Speech on't, as if I were pen- 
ning an Oration 3 but purſuing my firſt Intention 


at Random, T run on, letting one Thought and 


Word beget another. | 

But I was telling thee how great a Bungler I was 
at firſt in all the Ceremonies and Manners of the 
Franks, which differ from thoſe of the Eat. I was: 
as much to ſeek in my Addreſs, as an 4/s would be 
to play on a Late, according to the Roman Proverb : 
Yet Time and Practice render'd all theſe Things 
familiar and eaſy. Now, methinks, I'm a thorow- 
pac'd Nazarene as to my Exterior. I go to the 
Court and the Temples with as much ſeeming For- 
mality as the Chriſdians, whilſt, God knows, my 
Heart is ſomewhereelſe: All my Actions are out 
of their natural Byaſs, ſo long as I am abſent from 
the Society of True Believers. , 

In a word, I'm forc'd to imitate the Fox, which 
Creature, when it is enyiron'd with Hunt/men and 
Dogs, counterſeits a Barking like the latter, and. 
ſo paſſes undiſcover'd for one of their Company. 


Paris, 3d of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 
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* which I am entruſted. 


down Paris, by a Man whoſe Face 
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LETTER II. 


To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secretary 


| of the Ottoman Empire. e 0 
Lt f , 4 ' 


Am at this Time poſleſy'd with | more. Appre- 
henſions and jealouſies, than an old Infidel! Uſn- 


rer. My Lodging affects me with greater Melan- 


choly, than would a Priſon. And my Uneaſineſs 
is the ſame when I go out of Doors. Every Body 


that meets me, looks either as my Accuſer or my 
| Jud e: And ſome appear as terrible as Executioners. 
* 


y, my Imagination torments me like 2 2 
1 


and by Night, I am affrighted with melancholy 
ions. I dream of nothing but Racks, Wheels, Saws, 
" Gibbets, and ſuch like Inſtruments of human Cru- 
_elty. Or that I am in ſome dark Dungeon, con- 
. demn'd to more unſufferable 'Tortures, by Order of 
the State; with Cardinal Mazarini, fitting by me 
like a Spaniſp Inquiſitor, and in the moſt T5 


, Tyrannical 
Manner, threatning me with Pains, to which the 


Dann themſelves are wholly Strangers, if I will 


not confeſs what J am, and reveal the Secrets with 


The Occafion of theſe Terrors which harrafs me 
Night and Day, is this: I have for four or five 
Days together found my | ſelf dogg up and 


before in my Life. Let me go where I will, he's 


always ſome diſtance from me. If I ſtand ſtill, fo 


does he: Or if I turn back, he's quickly at my 
Heels. I have endeavour'd by all the prudent Me- 
thods J could take to drop him in the Crowd of 
People, or in the Churches; But all in vain; for 
ſtill I encounter with the ſame Face. He purſues 
me like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boat, Land 

| or 


* 


never ſaw 
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or Water, Houſe or Alley, can reſcue me from the 
Fellow's Eyes, who is more quick-ſighted than 
Argus, and nimbler than Mercury. He is very cun- 
ning alſo in this Buſineſs, and as dextrous as a Jug- 
gler, conveying himſelf when he pleaſes out. of my 
Sight; yet preſently after, he's in view again. 


And if I chance to loſe him in the dark, I am 


_ to find him not far from my Lodging next 
orni | 

This is it which gives me ſo much Diſturbance,, 
and pierces me with a thouſand Anxieties ; for L 
know not what to conjecture of this Fellow's De- 
fign. Sometimes I think he is employ'd by Cardinal 
Mazarini to watch my Motions, obſerve what 
Houſes and Company I frequent, and trace me in 
all my Appointments. And I am the more con- 
firm'd in this Suſpicion, when I reflect on my for- 
mer Impriſonment in this City, and the Occaſion 
of it. Beſides, when I went yeſterday to fee E/ia- 
chim the Jem, this Spark follow'd me near to the 
Door: And tho' I tarried there two full Hours, yet 
when I came out, I had not walked a hundred Paces,. 
before I ſaw him again, footing it after me in a care- 
leſs Manner, with his Arms folded, and his Eyes 
fix'd on the Ground, as if he knew nothing of the 
Matter. Theſe are convincing Circumſtances, that 
he is ſet at work by the Cardinal, or ſome body 
elſe, to diſcover my Buſineſs: 8 + 

But when on the other fide, I confider, that if 
the Cardinal ſuſpected me, he might go a nearer 


way to work, and ſeize. me in. my Chamber, where 
my Letters would betray me, this Thought vaniſhes, 


and I am at a loſs what to think. | 
Then comes into my Mind the Encounter I had 
once with my Sicilian Maſter, who trove to ſet 
the Rabble upon me in the Streets: of Paris; but 
my better Stars delivered me out of his and their 
r * 


LEY 
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Hands, whilft, for ought I know, he drew upon him - 
RY the Miſchief he deſign'd for me. However, 


1 

7 
when I reflect on that mn, Jam apt to think ; 
he may be now in Paris, and having by ſome Acci- 
k 


dent ſeen me go in or out at my Lodgings, con- 
trives how to revenge himſelf on me, and uſes this 
Fellow's Aſſiſtance in compaſſing his Ends. Per- 
haps, think I, he will cauſe me to be ſtabb'd or pi- 
ſtoll'd at ſome convenient Seaſon ; or he will find 
out ſome other Way, leſs noiſy and more malicious 
to diſpatch me. It may be he ſeeks to entrap me, 
and render me obnoxious to the State. I have a 
thouſand Imaginations about it, and know not what 
to conclude. I value not my ſelf, nor am I careful 
to prolong a miſerable Life for my own fake. All 
that I can hope to enjoy in this World, would come 
far ſhort of tem ting me to skreen my ſelf from 
the Stroke of Dex „ by an Action unworth 1 
of a Philoſopher, and a Man. But the Duty an 
Affection I owe to the Grand Signior's Service, | 
makes me willing to live, till I have acquitted m c 
ſelf of my Province with perfect Succeſs, that ſo 
may return to Conflantineple with Honour: And 
Then I care not how ſoon I poſt to that unknown 
World, where all the Generations of Mortals take up 
Their eternal Reſt: For in this there's nothing but 
Labour and Grief. | 
In the mean time, I know not what Conduct to 
uſe in this rags! 37-7 & Whether I'd beſt to ſpeak 
to this Fellow, or diſſemble my Suſpicion; whe- 
ther it will be fafe to truſt this Even. to the gene- 
rat Providence, or to facrifice him that gives me 
ſo much — and ſo ſecure my Peace. I 
could eafily have him diſpatch'd without any far- 
ther Noiſe. But then my Conſcience would trou- 
ble me with Afﬀeer-claps, leſt ] ſhould have mur- | 
ther'd-a Man without Reaſon, which is expreſly 
forbid by the A/coran. Beſides, I ſhould mw 
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ſtand in fear of ſome Diſcovery ; I proteſt, I am 
at a Loſs for want of ample Inſtructions in ſuch 
Caſes as theſe. And I am weary.of mentioning what 
I have ſo often intimated already to the Miniſters of 
the Porte, without any diret Anſwer. However, I 
will do what my Reaſon ſuggeſts, and leave the 
Event to Deftiny. | 

Happy Min iter the Affairs of this World are 
full of dark Windings and Meanders ; and we have 
all need of a Guide, or a Clew, to conduct us thro? 
'em. May that Omnipreſent aſſiſt us, whenever we 
are catch'd in-a Knot, or loſt in a Labyrinth of 
Difficulties. | | 


Paris, 25th of the grb Moon, 
the Near 1659. 
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LETTER III. 
20 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of 
the College of Sciences at Fez. 


— 2 


r HY venerable Diſpatch I receiv'd with Kiſſes, 

and a Tranſport of Joy. I thrice touch'd my 
wwe with the Paper of high Eſteem, and as 
oft J laid it to my Breaſt. I broke up the Seals 
with Modeſty and Reverence, and my greedy Eyes 
devour'd the Lines of profound Wiſdom ; the Sen- 
tences and Aphoriſms worthy to be written in Let- 
ters of Gold. Then twas I. bleſs'd the Hour of my 
Nativity, and the more happy Moment wherein I 
firſt had the Honour of thy Familiarity-and Friend- 


hip: O thou fincere and eximious Patron of 
ſuch as love the Sciences ! Renowned for thy 


Learning, and Probity of Manners L Prince of the 


Far 
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iA/Faqui's and Dactors . Crown of the Sage Aſeni 
of Philofaphers . Oracle of the Age. - bs ) wow 
234 be to God, who has neither Beginning or 
End! who alone poſſeſſes the infinite Expanſe and 
Life eternal; who is ador'd- by the Inhabitants of 
Heaven, of Earth, and of ' He// ; Benedictions on 
Michael, Gabriel, Iſraphiel, Ithuriel, Feremiel, Haſ- 
mariel, and on all the happy Miniſters of his Divine 
Majeſty ; as alſo on. the | Angel of Death. Peace td 
the True Believers on Earth, and Salvation to the 
Devils and Damn'd, after they have accompliſh'd 
their Penance in Hell, and the Term of Wrath ſhall 
be expir d. 3 tele 

An univerſal Charity dilates my Heart; I embrace 
with Love all the Creatures of Gop. This is owing 
to the ſeaſonable Arrival of thy Letter: For at the 
Moment when that came, I was plung'd in ſo deep 
a Melancholy, that 1 could hardly afford a kind 
Thought for any thing on Earth, and I perfectly 
hated my ſelf. I have theſe: Fits of Sadneſs often, 
it being an Effect of my Conſtitution. _ 

At thoſe Seaſons. Life appears an infuppai 
Burthen, and all the. Buſtle and Noiſe- of Mortals a 
vain Fatigue. My Senſes, which at other Times 

_ adminiſter Delight and Pleaſure, are now the In- 
ſtruments of Anguiſh and Pain. Every Thing I 
ſee and hear, diſguſts me. I abhor my neceflary 
Food. Neither can the ſweeteſt Odours, or ſofteſt 
Strains of Muſick bring me into a better Temper: 
Till Sleep eclipſes the Light of my buſy Imagi- 
nation, and puts out m_ glaring Thought. Then 
my Soul takes her Repoſe: And ſtealing from my fo 
Body, enters into the ſhady Vale of Viſions, and P. 
ſports with innocent Idea's. Thus haying divert 
ed my ſelf with jumbling monſtrous Eſſences toge-M. v 
ther, and hurling” one Chimzra at another, I re te: 
turn again to my Body, and ſighing awake, griev'd J. 
that I could not longer ſtay in that. W in 
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where I could have. wiſh'd my Reſidence for ever; 
rather than in This, which gives me ſo much real 


Pain. Thus is my Anguiſn renew'd with the 
Morning. Light is more irkſome to me than Dark- 
neſs, and the Day which brings Joy to other Mor- 


tals is more terrible to me than Nicks and the Sha- 
dow of Death. Ar 

T complain to the Elements, but they will not 
hear or regard me. All Nature ſeems to laugh at 
my Affliction, and the Beaſts of the Field: triumph 
over me. As for Men, here are none but Infidels, 
my profeſs'd Enemies, to whom I can vent my 
Sorfows: And I'm aſhamed to make a Woman my 
Con Hor, tho? 'twere my own: Mother, who, lives 


in Paris, and daily ſees me. 


If in this dolorous Condition I repare my felr 
with the accuſtom'd Purifications * the Law, and 


Addreſſes to the Omnipotent, I know not where to 


find him: His Eſſence is unſearchable, and flies 
from human Thought. I call him, aloud by his 
Ninety-nine adorable Names, but receive no An- 
ſwer. I re — his incomprehenſible Attributes, 
but all to no In a word, I ſay and do al 
that the Law the Prophet counſels, ho- 
ly Perſons: recommend, or my on Reaſon ſug; 
geſts, as a proper Means to obtain the Favour of 

eaven, and a Redreſs of my Calamity : But find 
no Comfort. And, for ought I know, that Spa- 
niard might as ſoon be heard, who being ignorant 
what Form of Prayer to uſe, mehears'd the four and 
twenty Letters of- the Alphabet, defiring Go o to 
form ſuch Words out of em, as beſt expreſs d. the 
Petitioner's Neceſſities. 

I tell thee, illuſtrious Prelate, after I'm. tir'd 


with vocal Devotions, I have recourſe to Con- 


templation. I examine my paſt Life, and find that 
I my ſelf am the Source of my 'own. I 
10 not ones b obeying the Lowe of * | 


A the 
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the Precepts of the Seniors, and the Dictates of my 
Conſcience: And all this, for the Sake of Lo aly co 1 

the Grand or, and in Confidence to t 
is Difpenſation. Now I ask of thee, Whether it 
be lawful to commit 2 "thouſand Vices, that 1 _ 
only acquit my felf fairly in one Virtue? Or, 
think, that in ſuch Caſe, the Mufti has Power 
difannul the expreſs, pofitive Injunctions of our 
. Holy Lawgiver? Is the Empire of the Faithful to be 
ſerv'd hoy the Infidelity and Profaneneſs of Muſ- 
Or the Truth to be ſupported by Lye 
and Perjuries. 
I tremble to think what a Confuſion I ſhall be 
in, when the og can ſhalt reproach me, That I 
have preferr'd the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of 
. I know * * 5 we Foy” 
parching Deſarts of L or any the moſt 
— Solitkde of E 27 A Com n of 
Dragons, and other ho Monſters of Africk ! 
rather than in this Station, which renders my Life 
x Hell upon Earth, and torments me with half the 
jets of the Dum d. 5 
But if this a too extravagant and- deſpe- 
rate a Thought, let me at laſt wifh on. ſelf at Fez, 
the meaneſt of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparable 
Myufu Ala Yabyan, of whom thy laſt Letter gave fo 
a C er: I have addreſs'd a Diſpatch to 
Him, hoping for - the Honour of his Friendſhip and 


Correlpondenee. | 
Let not the Liberty Pve taken to tell thee of my 


Sadnds, difcourage thee from writing: But reſt 
- affur'd, that whenever thou ſhalt vouchſaſe me a 
Letter, though I were in the Agonies of Gs 
would call me back again. | 


2 7 of the 90h Motn E. 
be Year 1659. ; wn, Ht og 
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LETTER lv. | 
To the Kaimacham. 


HESE Nazarenet are very fertile in new Relji- 
T giant. Europe is a Wilderneſs over-run wigh 
monſtrous' Sefs and Herefies. Every Age produces 
freſh Pretenders to Prophecy and Divine Revelation. 
Error is prolifick, and multiplies infinitely, whilſt 
Truth remains the fame for ever, and is compre- 


hended in a few Rules. 
Of late Years there are a Sort of Peo be any by 
in England, Holland, Germany, er 
of the North, boalting of a new Commiſion * 
them from Heaven, to the everlaſting Truth, 
reform the Errors and Vices of Mankind, and lead 
People the only infallible way to Happineſs, Their 
Addreſs is plam and fimple, bold and uniform, 
uſing no other Ceremonies or Compliments in their 
Difcourſe or Carriage to Perfons of the teſt 
Quality, than to the Vulgar, and thoſe of e moſt 
inferior Rank. EO \ 
They ftile themſelves, The true Seed, the Of-ſpring 
of Jacob, Jews of the Promiſe, Iſraelites without” 
Fraud, with ſuch like vain Titles; but by others 
ay are generally called Quakers. | 
hey ſay, the Ring-leader of this People, profeſ- 
ſes himſelf to be the Maſſas, being in all Parts of 
his Body, and Features of his Face like Jeſus the 
Son of Mary: Or at leaſt 'tis obſerved; that he 
exactly reſembles the Portraiture of him which 
Publius Lentulus ſent to the Senate of Rome out of 
2 when he was Geverner of that Province. 
ence his Followers ſcruple not to call him Jeſus, 
The Beauty of Ten Thouſand, The only begotton Son 
KK of God, Te Prophet who is to ſeal up all J. * 


\ 
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'The Prince of Peace, King of Iſrael, Fudge, Conſo- 
lation of the World. 04 | 
When he travels, his Di/cip/es attend him bare- 
headed, (which thou know ft is a Token of Reve- 
rence among the Franks) yet they never uncover 
to any other Mortal. He rides on Horſeback, whilſt 
they walk on Foot before, behind, and on each fide 
ef him, ſpreading their Garments in the Way thro' 
which he paſſes. The Hoofs of his Beaſt tread only 
on Silks or other coſtly Stuffs. And as they enter 
into any Town or City, they chaunt alond his 

Praiſes, proclaiming him The Son of David, and 

Heir of the Divine Promiſes. ; 5 r 

All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, boaſting 
of ftrange IIluminations and Raptures, foretelling 

'Fhings to come, and reproaching the Vices of Go- 

vernors and the greateſt Princes, with a Boldneſs 

which has but few Preſidents. In a word, they 
every where preach, That Go d is laying a Founda- 
tion of a New Monarchy, which ſhall deſtroy all 

* * in the World, and ſhall never have an End 

it ſelf. * | | N 

This gives a Jealonſy to the States where they 

hve, and therefore they are perſecuted in all Places. 

Vet they appear very conſtant in their Sufferings; 
and tenacious of the Do#rines they preach. 

They ſeem, in my Opinion, to reſemble: one of 
ll our Maſſulmans Sects, who affert, That Feſus the 
. Son of Mary ſhall return again upon Earth; That 
i te ſhall-marry and beget Children, be anointed 
A Xing of the Nations who believe in One God, and in 
1 this glorious State ſhall remain forty Years; After 
it which he ſhall ſubdue Antichrif, and then ſhall 
ll; follow the Diſſolution of all Things. Yet the Ortbo- 
N dox Believers reject this Tenet as fabulous. Neither 

is there any Counten:nce given to it in that Verſicle 
of the Alcoran, where tis ſaid, Thou Mahomet alt 
- Jes thy Lord return in the Clouds: Since that only in- 
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timates the glorious Deſcent which Maſes, Jeſus, 
and Mahomet ſhall make from Paradiſe, with Enoch, 
Elias, and the one hundred twenty four Thou- 
ſand Prophets, to aſſemble the Elect at the Day of 


Tudgment., _ Lot Reb 361 1 b tort 
It thou would'ſt have my Opinion of theſe new 


Religioniſts in Europe, and their Leader; ] take him 


to be an Inpoſtor, and his Followers to be either Fools 
or Madmen. Even juſt "ſuch another Crew as thoſe 
who follow'd Moſeilelma, in the Days of our Holy 
Lawgiver. This was an Arabian Inpeſtor, who 
pretended to ſet up for a Prophet, and attempted to 
compoſe a Book like the Alcoran. But he was infa- 
tuated with a vain Arrogance, and there was no 
Truth or Elegance in his Writings,. no Juſtice on 
his Side, nor Underſtanding in him or his Party. 
To be ſhort, both he and they were all cut to Pieces 
in the Vale of Areb, by the Troops of A, Ba- 
croſſadic,' the firſt Cali,bßꝰ. N 
As to theſe modern Seducers, they are not Men 
of Arms, but a Herd of filly, inſignificant * 
aiming rather to heap up Riches in; Obſcurity, t 
to acquire a Fame by an heroick Undertaking: They 
are generally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are 
obſerv'd to be very punctual in their Dealings, 


Men of few Words in a Bargain, modeſt and coin- 


pos d in their Deportment, temperate in their Lives, 
aud uſing great 2 in all Things. Ina 
word, they are ſingularly Induſtrious, ſparing no 
Labour or Pains to increaſe their Wealth; and ſo 
ſubtle and inventive, that they would, if poſſible, 
extract Gold out of Aſhes. I know none that ex- 
cel them in theſe Characters, but the Fetus and the 
Banians: The former being the craftieft of all Men, 


and the latter ſo ſuperlatively cunning, that they 


will over- reach the Devil. 


But theſe. are no Signs of a pure Reli ion; for 
chat only preſcribes che Methods of wit wing 
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T T need not 


rates the Territories of both Monarchs. This Place 


* 


and ſeparating the Soul from the Contagion of earth - tl 
Iy Things, and of uniting it to the Deity, which is t! 
its Source. | = 2 8 C 
- Hlaſtrious Kiamac ham, I bid thee adieu, Praying D 
that thou and I may at laſt meet in that Centre of a ra 
Things, after our various Epicycles and Excurſiom 0 
in this lower World. & ons © 
Paris, 1575 of the 11th Nn, ra 

of the Nar 1659. 1 

— | —ä — — — —— On ” 
LETTER V, Ms 
$1 + 11 | To:the ſame... [Wi 
Sent 2 Diſpatch ſomie Moons paſt to the Cadilgl 2. 
guer of Romeli, Guardian of the Imperial Canom, ¶ of 
Interpreter of the Laws of Equity; wherein I in- fo 


form id him of the Advances that were made in order fre 


to a Peace between France and Spain. Now TI ca w. 
aſſure thee, that Peace is concluded, and the Articles he 
ſign d on both ſides by the two Plenipotentiaries. - th 

t what I particularly related tc 


chat Grandie. My Letters are all publiſh'd in the Di. S1 
vnn, and regiſter d. Yet it will not be un welcome an 


; I thee, to hear with what Niceneſs of Pun- 

tho, theſe Infide/ Mini ers met to accompliſh an 
Affair, whereon de the Autereſt and Honour of on 
their reſpeRive Maſters, the Happineſs of the tw K. 

Kingdoms, and the general Byaſs of all the Vet. 

Tueren 4 lktle Ind ferm by the River Bi 
HER Ie of Pheaſants, through the mic 
aſe of which © Line is drawn, which exactly ſep 


Was agreed on for the Interview of the two Mini of 
fers. Bach had his Bridge to enter the Zfand fi Pr. 


* 
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that Part which belong'd to his Maſter. And over 
the Line of Separation was erected a large Divan or 
Council-room, to be enter'd only by two private 
Doors, one out of Cardinal Mazarini's gings, 
raiſed on the French fide of the Council. room, the 
| other out of Don Louis d Aro's Apartment, built on 
ide Spaniſb Side. 19 
1 Each of theſe Minifters was accompany'd by ſeve- 
| ral Princes and Grandees of the Court, and above fix- 
ty other Perſons of Quality, with a Guard of four 
hundred Horſe and Foot, to ſecure their Bridges, 
— and the Place of Conference. In a word, Things 
' HE were manag'd with ſo much Moderation and good 
Succeſs, that the Mareſcbal de Gramont was ſent Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary into Spain, and receiv'd at 
that Court with infinite Civilities and Honour. 
g The Subject of his Negotiation, was to treat of 
19 2 Match between the King his Ma/ter, and the Infanta 
m, of Spain. His Conduct and were ſuch, as 
in ſoon procured the Catbalict King's Conſent: And 
from that Time the Mareſcha/ wpproact'd the yfumta 
with more than ordinary Submiſſions, eſteeming 
her now as the Quern of France. Soon after this, 
the Nuptial Contract, and the Peace were 3 
ſign d, to the immenſe Joy of the Safes of both 
Sides, who were very glad to exchange the Tolls 
7 Var, for the Sweets and Profit 
of Peace. | 
It will be needleſs to inſert here all the Article 
on which they agreed. Two will be worth the 
Knowledge of the Supreme Divan. And thoſe are 
the Releaſe of Charles Dube of Lorrain, on the Spa- 
Dri % King's Side: And on the Part of the Xing of 
mid Fance, the Reſtoration of the Prince of Conde to 
epa the free Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of all his Eftates, 
Hcy Honours, Dignities, and Privileges, as the firſt Prince 
Ain of the Royal Blood, with the Government of the 
in Provinces of Baurgoigne and BHE. 1 
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Royal Infant in one of my Letters, and the extraor. 


Empire with ſo ſtale an Impoſture, as a ſham Son of 


A little before theſe Articles were - fign'd, the 
young . Prince of Spain dy'd ſuddenly, not having 
ſeen twelve Moons. I mentioned the Birth of thi, 


| Solemnities that were made thereu 

. the King of Spain, and his Ambaſſadors at foreign 

Courts. Theſe Infide/s appear in all things too paſ- 

ſionately affected with the Glories of our Mortal 

State, which at the Height are but tranſient Sha- 

- Cows, or ſomething leſs conſiderableQ. 

I m amaz'd at the bold Rebellion of the Baca of 
Aleppo, and that he ſhould endeavour to cheat the 


Anurat. Vet it ſeems he made a conſiderable Pro- 
- greſs under this Pretence. Some were glad of No- 

velty, others were frighten'd out of their Allegi. 
* ance:; Whilſt only a few ferved his Intereſt in pure 
L 2 and Hopes to amend their er 
| ountry People are generally oppreſs'd by 
their — an tis no Wonder + they take 
up Arms for one that promiſes to deliver them from 
their Calamities. This is the uſual Pretext of all 
Innovations in the State. The Soldiers alſo are de- 
. frauded of their due Pay; and then they're ay Fi 
fight under the next General that brings moſt Mo- 
ney with him. Neither are there wanting Malecon- 


; tents among the Grandees at ſuch Times to foment — 
and abet an Ixſurrection. 2 * 
All theſe Events proceed from the ill Conduct of * 
the Supreme Miniſters, who alone are reſponſible ß 
for the Miſearriages of the State. | TS by 
Illuſtrious Kainac bam, the Frame of the Orromas I liv 
Sovernment is out of Order; I wiſh Fate does not mi 
pull it in Pieces, as a neceſſary Step to its Amend ¶ bet 
ment. Adieu. ; [+1 | | ing 

Paris, 24 of the Jaft Moon, 
of the Year 1699. he 
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LETTER VI. 


„ Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
y _ tary of the Ottoman Empire. | 
m ; a 

1 


Wiſh thee all imaginable Joy of thy new Digni- 
o yet queſtion whether thou or thy Predeceſſor 
be the happier Man. Tis a vaſt Honour indeed, 
and woke with immenſe Profit, to ſerve. in this 
Station the moſt high, moſt potent, and moſt invin- 


fr cible Monarch on Earth. But at the ſame time there's 
© infinite Toil and Fatigue in it; with abundance of 
To. Perils. From all which the fortunate Muz/4 is now 


deliver'd, and they are become thy Portion. | 
As for him, I cannot but eſteem him happy, in 
that he has got Permiſſion to retire to his Country 
eat, out of the Crowd and Noiſe of the City, and 
I from the ſtifling Buſineſſes of State, Which choak 
the more innocent and natural Delights of the Soul. 
Now he is fully reſtor'd to the Elements, and to 
| by himſelf; whereas before, the perpetual Hurry of 
the Court, made him in Part a Stranger to both : 

For there a Man inſenſibly loſes Acquaintance with 


"WH his own moſt intimate Affections. His Spirit is 
= alienated amidſt the Multiplicity of his Concerns ; 


tis ſtretch'd on the Rack of ten thouſand Cares 
and Inquietudes; tis divided, ſhatter'd and rent 
in Pieces. 3 5 : 
Befides, were he as free from theſe diſtracting 
Thoughts as a Santone; yet the very 1 g 
living always in a City, was enough to render hi 
miſerable. For I eſteem ſuch a Confinement no 
better than a Priſon at large; and not far from be- 
ing buried alive. | 
"Tis true, Conſtantinople has the Advantage of all 
the Cities in the World, for the Delighfulneſs of 
Its 


f 


How oft do I wiſh my ſelf proſtrate on the Carpets 


Artizqn in Conſtantinople, who daily feeds on the | 
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its Situation ; the Houſes being ſo pleaſantly inter- 
mix'd with fair Gardens, and the Streets refreſh'd 
with cold Breezes from the Sea. It looks at a Di- 
ſtance like a Town in a Wood: Or one may term 
it a Foreſt compos'd: of Minarets and Cypreſſes. 
The Terraſſes afford agreeable * of the 
neighbouring Fields and Mountains; And 'tis plea- 
fant to · ſtand on the Water- ſide, and-view-the innu- 
merable Variety of Boats and Veſſels ſailing from 
one Port to another, with all the other Divertiſe- 
ments on the Sea, and the beautiful Mixture of Pa- 
laces and Groves, Chioſes and Gardens, Seraglio's 
and Villages, which grace the oppoſite Shore. O 
Dueen of Cities, Miſtreſs, of Kingdoms, Glory of Na- 
tions, Commandreſi and Sanctuary of the Whole Earth ! 
Thrice happy ſhould I count my ſelf, if I might 
have the * to reſide within thy venerable 
Walls, and exchange the polluted Society of Infidels, 
for that of True Beſievers. | 

How often do I languiſh to ſee the glittering 
Creſcents, the triumphant Enſigns of the Ottomans, 
on the Taps of the Mizarets in the Imperial City! 


of the ſacred Moſques, in the devout Aſſemblies of 
the-Faithful, adoring the Eternal in the Perfection WP 
of Sanchity? Whereas, now I'm forc'd to go into the 
Temples of Idolaters, to kneel and bow down before 
Stocks and Statues. to join ſeemingly with LUnbelie- 
ers, and pray to that which has no Life, nor Senſe, | 
nor Power. 


How do I envy. the bleſſed State of the meaneſt 
wholſome Pillaw of the EA, and drinks the dele- 


Gable Sherbets, or Waters fiudtur d with the rich 1 
Fruits of Greece ? Whereas I am compell'd to eat PV 
Meats forbidden by our holy Prophet, and to render t 
my Soul execrable by an impure and profane ee 
Diet, or I muſt ſtarve. For theſe Uncircumciſed as 


4 are | 
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are more abominable than Raven, and Vulture to 
whom the moſt filthy Carrion is a Dainty, And to 
cloak their Uncleanneſo, they corrupt their own 
Goſpel, and forge a Toleration from the Maſſtas him- 
ſelf. As if that holy Prophet, who in every the leaſt 
Tittle obeyed the | gol of Moſes, and fet himſelf as. 
an Example for his Followers to imitate, could be 
guilty of contradicting thoſe Divine Precepts, and 
running counter to his own Practice, in recom- 
mending Uncleanneſs and Libertiniſm. No: The ad- 
mirable Son of Mary, was the moſt temperate and: 
abſtemious Man in the World, and both in his 
Words and Actions preach'd up , thoſe Virtues to 
others; having often expreſly declar'd to his Diſci- 
ples, That he came not to aboliſb the Lam, but to refine 
and perfect it. | 

e was circumtiſed on the eighth Day after his 


the conſtant Practice of the Sons of Iſrael. Ina 


ever deviated from the Traditions of his Fathers, 
he Seniors of the Houſe of Faces. 


rivial Superſtitions of the Phari/ees, who evacu- 
n ted the more eſſential Points of the Law, by ſu- 
1c erinducing a Number of inſignificant Ceremonies : 
re Nhat he never open'd his Mouth againſt any poſitive 


hoice. they were to make of Meats, diſtinguiſhing 
he Impure from the Clean. Yet the Chriſtians de- 
ude themſelves with a falſe Belief, that he gave 
em a Diſpenſation to eat any Thing without Cau- 
ion or Reſerve. ? | 


L 


e- | 

ch Hence it is that they defile themſelves with 
at WE wine's Fleſh and creeping Things, and Blood is in 
er their Diſhes. They ſeruple not to eat of that which 
ne ted of itſelf, and . banquet as freely with what 


with 


Nativity, according to the Injunction of Moſes, and 
word, through the whole Courſe. of his Life, he 


"Tis true, he frequently argued againſt the many | 


Precept; ſuch as were thoſe which limited the 


as knock d down. or ſtrangled, as we would do 
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- in thy Employment: And thou can'ſt not be called 


to know the Characters of Foreign States, with the 


Spain has been ſign'd by both Kings, and ſolemnly 
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with che Fleſh of a Beaſt that was kill'd in pronoun- O 
cing the Name of G o p. The Shambles here afford fo 
no other Proviſion but ſuch as this; and he that th 
will not eat that which is an Abomination to a ly 
Muſſulman, muſt be contented” with Herbs. This 1 to 
reckon as one of the greateſt of my Misfortunes, 
and it makes me burn wien deſire to return to 
Conf anti nop 2 
Vet, — all, J ſhould think my ſelf far more 
happy, if I might have the Liberty to ſpend the 
reſt; of my Days in my native Country: So great 
an Admirer-I am of. a rural Life and Solitude. And 
tis for this Reaſon, I count thy Predeceſſor a happy 
Man, in having the Privilege of a ſweet Retirement; 
where he may take Breath from the vain Et 
and Buſtle of Mortals. 

In the mean time, there is a Species of Felicity 


miſerable, ſo lon ng as thou acquitteſt thy ſelf fairly, 
and enjoyeſt the Favour of thy Sovereign. _ 
I perceive by thy Letter, that thou art curious 


various Intereſts of Nazarene Princes ; the Intrigues 
of theſe Wefterx Courts; their Overtures of Peace 
and War; and the different Laws, Maxims, and 
Cuſtoms by which the People are govern'd. 'Thy 
Converſation with Ambaſladors at the Porte, will fur- 
niſh thee with Abundance of | uſeful Remarks in 
this Kind: But, ſince thou requireſt me to ſend 
my Obſervations, I will hereafter obey thy Com- 
mands in ſucceſſive Letters, for this is too large a 
Theme for one Diſpatch. | 

At preſent, thou may'ſt receive and regiſter for 
true News, That the Peace between France and 


publiſh'd throughout their Territories, with inex- 
preſſible Joy and Magnificence. It is certain allo, 
that the King of Sueden is dead, and the ow of 

rleance, 
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Orleance, Uncle to the French King: Which has in 
ſome meaſure-qualify'd the Mirth of the French on 
this Occaſion. uredly, human Affairs are equal- 
ly chequer'd with Good and Evil. Bliſs comes not 
to us in pure unmix'd Streams. Death _ an even 
Pace, and knocks as boldly at the Gates of Kings, as 
at the Cottages of the meaneſt Slaves. | 

Tt is the Part of a wiſe Man to be always reſign'd 
to Heaven, and prepar'd for the worſt Events: As 
for the beſt, they never come amiſs. | 


Paris, 17th of the zd Moon, 


y of theNar 1660. 

; — 

* LETTER VII. 
ed 


To Dgnet Oglou. 


Hall J converſe with thee, as Horace uſed to do 
with his Friends, over a Glaſs of generous Wine? 
Let us lay aſide Masks for a while, and diſcourſe 
with open Souls. I believe thou haſt as equal a 
Veneration for our holy Prophet as I; and haſt been 
educated in all the Tenderneſſes of Piety, the Nice- 
ties of Divine Love, as our Mollabs are pleaſed to call 
it. We have been both of us careful to riſe before 
the Syn, and ſay our Oraiſons every Morning in a 
Demi-Trance, that is, half aſleep, and half awake. 
This, no doubt, is a neceſſary Point of Piety. And 
we have been no leſs ſolicitous in obſerving the 


for WW other Fur Hours of Prayer. Either of us would 
and Bi have acounted it an irreligious Negligence, if we 
any had ſeen a Piece of Paper on the 8 and had not 
nex- ¶ ſtoop'd to take it up, with Reverence wiping off the 
* Dirt, and kiſſing the Tabula Raſa, on which Men 
e 0 


uſe to write the Name of Go 22 As if *twere not an 


* 


qual 
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equal Argument of Reſpect to ſecure from Profi- 
nation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or any thing where. 
on 'twere poſhble to engrave or print the 4//-My. 
ferious Character; nay, or the very Sands them- 
ſelves, which as ſome ſay, were the Fir/# Books on 
Earth. However, if they were not the Firſt, we 
are ſure that in very early Ages, Men uſed to ſtamp 
their Memoirs, or draw them out in perceptible Fi. 

s on the Surface of the Earth: Witneſs the old 
Ship-wreck'd Philoſopher, who being caſt aſhore in 
an «unknown Land, ſoon traced out the Manners of 
the People, by certain Mathematica! Impreflions 
which he found in the Sands: For he concluded 
theſe to be the very Foot-ſteps of Humanity and 
Virtue. But to return to the Buſineſs of Rel. ton: 


We have been obedient to the Inſtructions of our] 5 
Fathers and Tutors ; zealous in obſerving every Pan. c 
#ilio of Traditional Piety. We have faſted, prayed, 
waſh'd and given Alms, at the appointed 3 E : 
and in the Manner preſcrib'd by the Law. All theſe, 8 © 

Jon, are commendable Exerciſes: But methinks 
they are not the ſolid and ſubſtantial Parts of Trut I 
Religion. I hate Hypocriſy, and the devout Wan- | 
tonneſs of thoſe who think to mock Go p with Ce 5 

renonies and empty Forms. It were much better to mix | 

with the 7do/atrous Rites of Bacchus, (if they deſerve a 1 
that Epither) and rant in Honour of eternal Wine, © 
talk reputed Blaſphemy, and reform the Model of 4 

the Univer/e; I fay, I'd chuſe to do all this, andi E 
more, rather than cheat my ſelf with empty Hope 1 
of gaining Paradiſe, for acting to the Life the 4 

Shams of pious Mimickry. ＋ 

I would not have thee think, that what J have F; 
now faid, proceeds from any Contempt of the Fe 

Eternal Majeſty. ye = 
Buy thoſe fair Heavens above, and all the Inmorta Bl the 
Sheng les of the Ay, I ſwear, there's not a Faculty in le 
Mabmiit's Soul, which is not fill'd with Gratitac 25 
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and Veneration, which does not burn with Flames 
bf Sacred Love to the adorable Fountain of All 
Things. Ina word, I only ftrive to reſcue my 
Friend from the Attempts of pious Frauds, the re- 
ligious Burleſques of our Mallabs and Myft”s 

Believe, my dear Dgnet, That there is a Go d, a 
Firſt Cauſe, a Fuft Judge ding over the World: 
Believe alſo his Prophet, the holy, the beloved Ma- 
homet, the Minion, as I may ſay, of the Omnipotent. 
But, have ſome Faith alſo for the reſt of his Meſ- 
ſeagers and Favourites. Let not Ha/i be thought of 
without ſome inward Flurries of Devotion. He was 
a Muſſulman, and the Fourth Caliph, tho' his Fol- 
lowers be damn'd Hereticks in our Divinity. Had- 
Right taken Place, perhaps he had been the Firſt of 
the Yicars, but his Cauſe was ſuperſeded by his Ab- 
ſence. Let him, and that reſt, till the final Inguiſi- 
tion. And acknowledge that I have ſaid too little 
for a Schiai, and not too much for a Sanni. 

I know no Reaſon alſo, why we ſhould not re 
verence the Memories of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadmus, 
Meliſſus, Faunus, and the reſt of the ancient Sages 
and Lawgivers, who inſtructed the Nations of the 
Earth in the Myſteries of Religion, taught them to 
adore one Supreme Go p, to believe the Immortality 
of the Soul, and to practiſe Good Works. 

What, tho' the Ceremonies of their Worſhip were 
different from ours, and perhaps polluted with an 
unjuſtifiable Adoration of Images? What tho? their 
Altars reek'd with the Blond of ſlain Beaſts, and 
ſometimes ſmoak'd even with Human Sacrifices ? 
Theſe barbarous Rites were not inſtituted by the 
| Firſt Oracles of Religion, illuminated Souls, Nuncio's 

from God to this Lower World: But, they were after- 
wards ſuper- induced, thro the Corruption of Times, 
the Avarice of Prieſts, and the Superſtition of the Peo- 
ple. And, for ought we know, our own Hiſtorians 
have not been impartial in relating the Truth. + 
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and thoſe other Nations, Men of as great Autho- 
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There is an innate Envy between People of dif 
ferent Families and Nations. Both we and our Fa- 
thers, that deſcend from Abraham by Iſinael, and 
the Jetos who are his Poſterity by 1/aac, have been 
too favourable to the Offspring of that Beloved of 
God. We generally entertain and cheriſh a ſpeci- 
fick Pride on the Score of our illuſtrious Pedigree: 
Eſpecially the Jeros, who will not allow any People 
on Earth to be their Equals, either in Point of An- 
tiquity, the Nobility of their Race, or the innume- 


rable Multitude of their Brethren. Whereas they con- 


ſider not, that they are diſpersd up and down over 
the whole Earth, like Sheep without a Shepherd, not 
permitted to poſſeſs a Cubit of Land which th 
can call their own: Condemn'd, hated, and made 
a Proverbial Scoff among all Nations: Infamous 
Vagabonds, Uſurers, Slaves and Pimps to other 
Mens Pleaſures: Men of no Fame or Character: 
Finally, in their preſent Circumſtances, - the moſt 
ſpurious and ignoble of all the Sons of Adam, ex- 
cept the Kafars of Ethiopia, who feed on the Guts 
and Dung of Beaſts. | 
"Tis true indeed their Anceſtors made a conſide- 
rable Figure in the World in the Days of Solomon, 
and other victorious Kings, during their Poſſeſſion 
of Paleſtine. And yet in thoſe very times, they 


were often humbled and led away into Captivity, 


by the more fortunate Kings of Babylon, Perſia, and 
Aſſyria, and afterwards ſubdued by the Grecians; till 
at laſt they were totally ruined, their Cities laid 
waſte, their Temple burnt to Aſhes, and their 
Country quite diſpeopled by the Romans. 

If we aſcend yet higher, to their celebrated Mi- 
gration out of 2 of which their own Hiſtorians 
make ſuch a Noiſe, and tell ſo many fabulous Won- 
ders, we ſhall find a very mean and contemptible 
Character given of them by Egyptian Writers, 


rity 


— 
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nty as Joſepbus, or any other Fewiſh Hiſtorian. Ma- 
. pact of Egypt, calls 'em 4 — of leprous 
and naſty People; and ſays they were expell'd the 
Country by Amenophis then reigning, and driven 
into Syria; their Captain being Mo/es, an Egyptian 
Prieſt. A like Relation we have from Cheremon, 
an Author of good Credit among the Greets, who 
tells us, That in the Reign of Amenophis, two 
hundred and fifty thouſan ers were forcibly 
baniſh'd out of Egypt, under the Conduct of T7:- 


fithen-and Peteſeth, (i. e. Moſes and Aaron.) And tho® 


other Writers differ in * py ame of the King _ 
reigning in Egypt, yet agree in aſſerting the 
Taelites pl "4 a naſty ſort of People, over-run 
with Scabs and infectious Boils, and that they were 
elteem'd the Scum and Filth of the Nation. Tacitus, 
a Roman Mriter of unqueſtionable Authority, adds, 
That Moſes, one of the exil'd Lepers, being a Man 
of Wit and Reputation among them, when he faw 
the Grief and Confuſion of his Brethren, bid them 
be of good Chear, and neither truſt the Gods or 
Men of Egypt, but only confide in him, and obey 
his Counſel : For that he was ſent from Heaven ta 
be their Conductor out of this Calamity, and to pro- 
tet them from all their Enemies. Upon which, 
the People not knowing what Courſe to take, ſur- 
rendred themſelves wholly to his Diſpoſal ; from 
which Time he became their Captain and Lawgiver, 
leading them through the De/arts of Arabia, where 
they committed great Rapine and Spoil, putting 
Man, Woman ' and Child to the Sword, burning 
their Cities, and laying all things deſolate. Dear 
Dgnet, What could be faid worſe of a Company of 
Robbers and Banditti ? | 

Moſes is gone to Paradiſe, and when I mention 
his Name, it is with a profound Reverence ; for, he 
was the greateſt of the ancient Prophets. Yet give 
me leave to have ſome Regard for my own Reaſon. 
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He was but a Mortal as well as I; and without doubt, 
was not exempt from human Frailties. He had the 
Advantage to be educated in the College of the Royal 
Prieſts at Memphis, which none of his Nation could 
boaſt of befides himſelf. Suffer me to tell thee my 
Thoughts frankly, and without Diſguiſe. Magick 
and Aſtrolagy were the only Sciences then in Vogue: 
And he being perfectly vers'd in all the Myſteries 
and Secrets of Egyptian Wiſdom, twas no hard Task 
for him to oſſels the rude and ignorant Sons of 
Jacob, with a profound Attach and Veneration for 
his Perſon: And in that diſtreſs'd Condition, to 
mould their flexible Spirits to what Diſcipline he 
pleaſed. | | 

duſpect me not for an Tnfide/ or an Atheiſt, be- 
cauſe I diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have heard 
ſome of our Mz//ahs ſay a great deal more in their 
private Converſation. And *tis a ſuperſtitious Ti- 


merouſneſs, not to be bold in the Exerciſe of our 


Reaſon, which taught even the Prophet Moſes him- 
ſelf the Methods of Conqueſt, and getting a Fame 
which ſhould know no End. | 

I am not ambitious, nor would I tempt thee to 
aſpire at an undue Grandeur: But let us not be lels 
than ourſelves, that is, Men. There is no Reaſon 
we ſhould be impos'd upon by fabulous Reports of 


intereſted and deſigning Writers: Or that we ſhould F 


give Faith to every credulous Fool. Doubtleſs, 
there were many Nations eftabliſh'd on Earth before 
the 1/raelities ; and great Prophets who were not of 
the Lineage of — The Date of the Olympiad 
is much more certain to a Day, nay to an Hour, 
than the Hejira of the Iſraelites; fince the former 
is demonſtrated by the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon, 
interwoven by the Gentile Hiftorians in the Body 
of their Hifory ; whereas the latter is defective in 
this material Point, and is expoſed ta a thouſand 
Diſputes among Writers. M 
t Y 
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: Paris, 1175 of the 5th Moon, 
es of the Near 1660. 


of — 5 — his 
of LETTER VIII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Conde is reſtor'd to the King's Favour : For 
which he is obliged to the King of Spain. I have 
already intimated in one of my Letters, That this 

was agreed on in the Treaty of Peace between theſe 
two Crowns, as an Article equivalent to that bf the 
Duke of Lorrain's Releaſe, follicited by the King 
of France. Now *tis put in Execution, and the 
Rebel Prince is received with abundance of Careſſes 
by the King, 2ueen-Mother, Cardinal Mazarini,. 
and the whole Court. | 
He is counted the valianteſt Man of this Age; 
and was ſo pronounced long ago by the Mareſchat 
Turenne, who is a Soldier of no mean Character 
both for his Judgment and Courage. He was once 
extremely beloved by all the French. But his Wild- 
neſs and Inconſtancy, with the deſtructive Effects of 
the Civil Wars which he raiſed, changed their Affe- 
ctions for a while into Indifference, Coldneſs and 
Ill-will. But now all's well again. 
He and his Brother the Prince of Conti ſeldom. 


C4 | 


t, My Friend, let not thou and I trouble ourſelves 
e with needleſs Controverfies, . or be zealous for - 
1 Things of no Moment; but adoring One Gov, 

| and believing what is rational, we may poſleſs our 
y Souls in Tranquility and Peace. 


A T. length, afer ene Alienation, the Prince of 


agreed, being often the Heads of contrary Parties 
during the Minority of this King. And the Younger- 
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being erump- ſhoulder d, Conde uſed to be a little 
ſarcaſtick upon him, threatning to ſhave his un- 
courtly Back i 


and profuſe when young, but now he 


met him, and began to make an Oration with the 
ſrolickſome Humour, took Advantage of a very 
Magiſtrate not taking any Notice of this wild Prank, 


turn'd very gravely about, and addreſs'd himſel 
with a new Obeiſance, but not ſo low as the former. 


Females. For the 3 replied, If you had told m 
- they broke into the 
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into the Faſhion with his Sword. 
It is certain the Prince of Conde was very wild 


wy to 
take ſoberer Meaſures. ing his Father's Life, he 
was called the Duke of Enguen. And to reflect on 
the Parſimony of the old Prince, he uſed to take 
ſeveral Handfuls of Gold with one Hand, and fill a 
Purſe, faying, This is my Father's Practice. Then 
he would turn the Purſe upſide down with t'other 
Hand, and ſcattering the Gold among his Favourite; 
would add, This is my Humour. 4 

Once as he was alin on Foot through a Town 
in France, under his f ather's Government, the 
chief Magiſtrate of the Place, who was an old Man, 


beſt Rhetorick he could. But the Prince being in: 


low Conge the old Gentleman made him, and leap'd 
over his Head, and ſtood ftill behind him. The 


However, the nimble Prince catch'd him upon the 
Half-bent, and ſetting his Hands on the old Mon- 
fieur's Shoulders, whipt over again the- ſecond 
Time; which quite ſpoiled his intended Speech, to 
the great Diverſion of all the Spectators. 

In his Youth he was much addicted to Women, 
and took a peculiar Delight in debauching Nun, 
which 3 the Qucen-Mother to reflect on 
him ſomething ſatyrically once, when he inform 
her that the Sie Soldiers were guilty of great Dil 
orders, ſome of them getting into the Nanneri,, 
and violating the Chaſtity of thoſe conſecrated 


ine-Cellars, I would believe you; 
| ir 
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for the guiſſes are all known Drunkards. But as fer 
Amours with Nuns, none ſo likely to make em as the 
Dake of Enguien. 3 
However, all that I have ſaid, hinders not but 
that le is throw a prudent Man, a good General, and 
Fortunate in recovering his Sovereign's Favour. 

In a word, this Court is ſo overjoy'd at the Mar- 
riage of the King with the Infaxta of Spain, that th 
have no room left for peeviſh Reſentments. I 
Crimes are forgiven ; and the Devi! himſelf would 
be welcome at the Wedding, provided he would be 
debonair, and good Company. | 

The Nuptials are only celebrate by Proxy as yet: 
But here are vaſt Preparations making for the com- 
pleating the Ceremony. | 
m, What the Iſue of this Marriage and Peace will be, 
tis not eaſy to divine: But I doubt, the Chriſtians are 
hatching Evil againſt the Ottoman Porte, in regard all 
the Princes in Europe are coming to an Agreement. 

Illuſtrious Kaimacham, let not this Intimation paſs, 
away as a Dream. For I tell thee again, theſe Infi- 


nk, delt are plotting: of Miſchief. 

el BE Paris, 1/2 of the 7th Moon, 5 

. of the Near 1660. 

[on- — 

ond 3p; a | 

„ (0 LETTER HK. 

nen, To the ſame. 

n, : 5 

t on Believe thou wilt now receive from me the earlĩ- 
rm'a eſt News of a mighty Change, a ſunprizing Revo- 
Dit lution in the Eng/ifþ Government. Know then, that 
rie, he whom I have ſo often mention'd under the Title 
rat of King of the Scots in my former Letters, the eldeſt 
Son and rightful Heir of the Britiſh Kingdoms, 


Charles TI. is reſtored to the Throne of his Fathers, 
C5 with 
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Form of Government. The Rebels had run over all 


not a Species of Ariſtocracy, Democracy, and Oligarchy 
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without Violence or Bloodſhed, by the unanimous 
Conſent and earneſt Deſire of his Subjects. 

This young Prince has been an Exile for twelve 
Years in Foreign Courts, and has heard of as many 
ſeveral Alterations in the State of his Dominions du- 
ring his Abſence ; every Change producing a new 


Ariſtotle's Politicks, and the various Models of Plan 
and other Philoſophers, who treated of Common- 
gwealths, to find out ſuch Patterns as beſt ſuited with 
the Neceſſities and Genius of that Nation. There is 


which they did not put in practice to ſupport: the 
Frame of that Government, whoſe Baſis they had re- 
mov d; for it was founded on a Monarchy of a long 
and heredi Deſcent. And therefore all their 
moſt artificial Contrivances were ine ffectual, and 
they might as well have endeavoured to make But- 
treſſes for a Caſtle in the Air. In a word, the Eng- 
Iiſb found themſelves ſo disjointed and weaken'd by 

ivil Wars, Taxes, and the other uſual Effects of 
Uſurpation and Tyranny, that they had no other Way 
left to fave their Nation from utter Ruin, but by 
bringing their lawful Xing back again, who is the 
Angular Stone whereon all their Welfare and Inte- 
zeſt is built. | - 

There is one Thing remarkable in this Turn ot 
Engliſh Affairs, That their Sovereign landed and 
made his triumphant Entry into that Iſland, on the 
Anniver ary Day of his Birth. Which puts me in 
mind of what is generally diſcourſed here at Paris th 
That on the Day of his Nativity, there was feen! 
bright Star in the Heavens, when the Sun was jul: 


above the Meridian. From hence the Afrologers d Ki 
thoſe Times predicted great Things concerning him W 
And thoſe of the preſent Age, who have ſeen bi tur 
fortunate Return to his Kingdoms, preſage yet great - 


Events to come. 
: G o! 


* 
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Gop only knows what Embryo's are in the Womb 
of Futurity; and we Maſſulmant have no Reaſon to- 


rejoice at the Grandeur of any of theſe In fel Prin- 
ces. Yet ſuch a Sign as that of a Star appearing at 


Noon-Day, juſt over the Place where a mighty 
ng 


Queen was in Labour with a Prince, has ſomet | 
in it extraordinary, and full of promiſing Circum- 
ftances. It was an Appearance of this Nature which 
render'd the Birth of the Meſſias fo illuſtrions, tho“ 
otherwiſe obſcure enough; when the Eaſtern Magi 

directed by ſuch a Star, came and found Mary the 
Mother off Feſus in a Stable, and the Infant Prophet 

lying in a Manger, inſtead of a Cradle. So we are 
told, that Eclipſes of the Sun portend the Misfor- 
tune or Death of great Perſonages; and that all other 


Prodigies, whether in Heaven or Earth, have their 


proper Signification. i 
But whether theſe Obſervations be true or no, 'tis 


certain this late baniſhed Prince is return'd with abun -- 


dance. of Splendor and Advantage to his native- 

Royal Poſſeſſions. And I thought it would be a 

grand Negle@ in me, to let one Poſt-Day paſs, be-- 

fore I gave thee an Account of a Revolution ſo aſto- 

niſhing to all Exrope, and which is like to give a new 

9 ag to the Aﬀairs of moſt Chriſtian P rinces and: 
fates. 


Beſides, I know there is an Ambaſſador from Eng-- - 


land, refiding at the Auguſt Porte, which deter- 
mines the Quarrels of all 

There are alſo abundance of Engliſb Merchants in 
the Imperial City. They may have Feuds 2 
one another. The Intereſt of ſome of them is join'd: 
with that of the Engliſh Rebels; others are for their 
King. Therefore knowing of his Reforation, thou 
wilt be better able to adjuſt all Matters of this Na- 
ture, according to Reaſon, Equity, and the Honour 
of the majeſtick Porte. For this King makes al- 
ready a greater Figure than any of his . 
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the Nations on Earth. 
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and * his Friendſhip is not to be cons 
temn'd. | 

The Care of theſe Things reſts on thee, who art 


the Vicar t Vicar of the Vicegerent of Gov. 


Paris, 34 of the ytb Moon, 
of the Nar 1660. 


EETTERR X 
To Mehemet, an exibd Eunuch, at Caire 
| in Egypt. 


— 


bi! H that T were in one of the Pyramid] near the 
we City where thou reſideſt, ſhut up in 7remer- 
At} | dous Darkneſs, in the moſt obſcure and horrible 
. Vaule of the Royal Pile 7 That I might converſe with 
il | the Ghoſts of Egyptian Kings, hug Demons in my] 
i Arms, and run the Gerit with Hebgob/ins, and all the 
W Spirits of the Night round the Tomb of Cheops, or up 
dl and, down the diſmal Galleries, or in the Neſt of Bat;, 
| - Screech-Owls, Harpies, and the reſt of the winged 
Aonſters, the excrementitious Spawn of human 
Souh, or at leaſt the Superſetation of pickled Car- 
4 eaſſes, repoſited there for Eternal Mummies, ſome 
of them re Neab's Flood, and the reſt after, i 
the Story be true. Gop knows whether it be or no: 
| That's nothing to me: But I have a ſtrong Inclins 
tion to what I can find in thoſe antique Mon. 


ments, after all the Search of ſo many Trape//ers. | 
Rave a ſpecifick Sort of Melancholy upon me, 
"Which cannot be vented any other Way, than by 
keeping Company with. the Dead, or be Tes 
hundred thouſand ugly rampant Spirits dancing 
their Infernal Meaſures about me, and grinning 
like Baboont of Hell. Oh Gon! how 'twould i 
We a laughing ? An Entertainment of this, 2 
£23 | would 
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would eaſe my Spleen, and reſtore me to a good 


Humour. 

Are there no Beings extant, but thoſe which are 

every Day expos'd to our Senſes? Or, is Nature 

rer than the Imagination ob a Mortal, which can 
— the Ideas of an Infinity of Creatures that he 
never ſaw? I am cloy'd with the Crambe of Objects 
and Joys which theſe narrow Elements afford, and 
therefore would fain grope out ſome new and untry'd 
World, to find Refreſhment in. 

But oh, my Mebemet, when I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold the Moon and Stars; when my 
Eye is loſt in the boundleſs Firmament, and m 
Soul can find no Limits to the Univerſe; then I fink 
into my ſelf, full of Humility and Confuſion, be- 
cauſe I have injuriouſly reproach'd the Omni potent, 
and caſt O4/aquzes on his Works. For all Things ap- 
pear admirably beautiful and perfe&, and the leaſt 
Atome is large enough to afford Apartments for a 
thouſand Souls. Every Thing in Nature is pregnant 


and full of 2 onders: Yet I cannot be free 
from theſe Hypochondriac Fits at certain Seaſons. 


J am ſometimes the ſaddeſt and moſt melanchaly 
Man in the World, I take all Things by the wro 
Handle, look on them through falſe Opticks, an 
yet perſuade m ſelf I am in the right, and ſee them 
in their true Complexion. Such is the fatal So- 
phiſtry of this black and ſullen Paſſion; It takes 
away the Guſt and Reliſh of the ſweeteſt Enjoy- 
ments. And if the Contagion could poſſibly find 
Admittance among the Bleſs'd above; ſurely tw uld 
render their Paradiſe a Hell, and would afford 
ſome Ground for the Fiction of the antient Poets, 
who brought up the Uſe: of Nepenthe among the 
Geas, to appeaſe their Choler, and put 'em in a good 
Humour. | 

I know not what that Drink was: But I tell thee, 
my Nepentbe is a. Glaſs of good Languedoc Wing, 

2 | wich 
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which is as rich, and far more delicious than the 
Wines of Tenedot and Mitylene. I once could boaſt of 
another Method to ſubdue my Melancholy, by giving 
Battel to my Thoughts in open Field; but now I am 

fain to have recourſe to Stratagems and Ambuſcades, 
trepanning the ugly, hideous Monſters out of their 
ſtrong Retrenchments and Faſtneſſes in the Spleen, 
by generous Frolicks and Wine, Women and Mu- 
fick. I bury all Care in profound Sleep, the Effect 
of brisk and free Drinking: And then I awake as 
merry as a Lark; as young as if I'd been in Medea's 
Cauldron. - 

What ſignifies it to pretend Sanctity in our Words 
and exterior Carriage, whilſt at the ſame time we 
are ready to burſt with Malice, Pride, Ambition, 
Avarice, and a thoufand more Vices ? Whereas 
Wine, ſeaſonably drank, cures all theſe Diſtem- 
pers of the Soul, makes a Miſer liberal, a cruel 
Man tender, a ſpiteful Fellow kind; melts ſtiff 
and haughty Spirits into a wonderful Softneſs and 
Complaiſance : In fine, it makes a Lamb of a 
Lion, and changes a Vulture to a Dove, purifying 
and transforming Souls into a Temper wholly Di- 
vine. : 

Why then ſhould we be ty'd to Laws of oy 
never practis'd by thoſe who made them? All the 
Philoſophers were boon Companions, and our Holy 
Prophet himſelf privately drank the Juice of the 
Grape. Our Emperors and Grandees do the ſame. 
The only Reaſon why they forbid it. to their Sub- 
jects, is, leſt they ſhould grow too wiſe, and ſtrive 
to ſhake off the Yoke : For Wine elevates the Spi- 
rits, emboldens the Heart, and transforms a Slave 
to a Lord in his- own Conceit. For want of this 
Liquor, all Nations where the Vine grows not, have 
found out one Beverage or another, as efficacious 
to relieve Melancholy, and drive away Sorrow 


from the Heart. The Chineſe make Wine of * 


- 
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In my Country they have another intoxicating Drink 
compounded with certain Roots. The ſame is uſed 
in ſome Parts of Perſia, In theſe Weftern Pro- 
vinces, they brew divers Sorts of Strong Liquors of 
Wheat, Barley, Honey, Moloſſa's, and oo In- 
gredients. And they make Wine of Apples, Pears, 
Cherries, Currants, and moſt Fruits that grow. I 
tell thee, my Friend, there's no living, unleſs we 
ſometimes give Nature a new Ferment to rouze her 
from her Lees. | | 
Yet let us practiſe a due Mediocrity, remembring 
that Gop gave us theſe Things for our Health and: 
Refreſhment, and not for our Bane. In a word, 
Mehemet, let us be Merry and Wiſe. - | 


Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, hs 
of the Year 1660. 


* 


— — — 


70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre« 


tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Have taken ſome Pains, turn'd over a great 
Memoirs of old Courtiers, and convers'd wi 
not a few now living, who can remember the Days 
of Henry IV. that fo I may 2 with thy Order, 
and oblige thee with ſome Remarks on the Life of 
that Prince, who tho' he had but a little Body, yet 
like another Alex ander, had ſo vaſt a Soul, and per- 
form'd ſuch illuſtrious Actions, as deſervedly fatten'd 
on him the Title of Great, and made him be eſteem'd 
the Arbiter of all Europe. ; 
It is obſerv'd of him, that he was always un- 
fortunate in his Wives ; yet they relate 2 


aſſage 


Bo 
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Paſſage of his firſt Wife, Margaret of Valoit, which 
ſeems to contradict that Remark. 

He was then a Prote/tant, and only King of Na. 
narre, when the famous Maſ/acre of Paris was com- 
mitted, with Deſign to murder him among the reſt 
of his Religion. But being 
he heard the A/a/ins making toward his Chamber, 
. where he fate with the Queen, he hid himſelf under 
her Garments as ſhe fate in her Chair. The Villains 
| ruſhing in, ask'd for the King. She with a great 
Aſſurance of Spirit, told em, He went out from her 
in a Paſſion. They ſeeming ſatisfy'd, went away 
without doing 7 farther Hurt. Which occaſion'd a 

common Jeſt, That Queen Margaret's Smock ſav'd 
King Henry's Life. | | | 
his Woman was call'd the Minerva and Venus of 
France, on the ſcore of her Learning and Amours, 
never denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being 
ſeldom without Men of Science in her Company. In 
a word, King Henry look'd on himſelf as a noted 
Cuckold, and ſo gave her a Bill of Divorce. Her own 
Mother Katharine de Medicis, was call'd the Fourth 
Fury of Halt. ; FRET 

ft is recorded of this Lady, chat ſhe praftis'd 
much with Wizards and Magicians, who in an En- 
chanted Glaſs, ſhew'd her whe ſhou'd reign in 
France for the time to come. Firſt appear'd this 


Henry IV. then Lewis XIII. next Lewis XIV. and 


after him a Pack of Feſuits, who ſhould aboliſh the 
Monarchy, and govern the Nations themſelves. This 
Glaſs is to be ſeen in the King's Palace to this Day. 

As for Henry IV's Second Wife, tis ſaid, he ne- 
ver enjoy'd a 8 Hour with. her, but when ſhe 
was aſleep. They oſten fought together, and ſhe 
ſpar'd not ſometimes to beat. and ſcratch him even 
in his Bed, ſo that he has been forced to quit the 
Field, and take Sanctuary in another Chamber. 
This Prince was tax'd with Ingratitude towards his 


moſt 


aware of this, when 
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moſt faithful Servants, and Want of Liberality to all. 
It was a common Saying of his Predeceſſor Henry 
III. That be =. his Kingdom with his Loyal 
Servants and Friends. But Henry IV. lov'd not to 
— with any Thing which he could handſomely 
eep. 

Vet he was very obliging to his Miſtreſſes, and his 
Paſſion for them carried him into many Irregularities. 
He was fo deeply enamour'd of one, that to enjoy 
her he ſign'd a Promiſe of Marriage to her with his 
own Blood; which one of his Favourites ſeeing, tore 
the Paper in Pieces. 'The King being incens'd at 
that, ſwore by the Belly of St. Gris, an ordinary 
Oath with kim, that this Perſon was mad. Yes, 
reply'd he, bzt I wiſh I were the only mad Man inthe 
Kingdom. "Thereby refleting on the King's Extra- 
vagancy. Another Time he gave Fifty thouſand 
Crowns, for one, Night's Enjoyment of a Lady. 

J have many Years ago ſpoke of the Death of this 
Prince in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte. 


Now I will acquaint thee with one Circumſtance, to 
which I was then a Stranger. 


It happen'd, that the Vice-Roy of Navarre was 
walking with ſeveral Nobles in the Meadows of 
Bearn, a Town under his Juriſdiction, waſh'd by the 
River Pau. When on a ſudden all the Cows, (of 
Which there wasa great Number in thoſe Fields ) ran 
violently into the River, and were there drown'd. 


The Vice-Roy being aſtoniſh'd at this, as at a Prodigy, 


writ down the Day and Hour when it happen'd, 
which prov'd exactly the very ſame Time to a Mi- 
nute, when Henry IV. was ſtabb'd in his Coach by 
Ravaillac ; as the Vice- Roy was ſoon certiſy'd by Di/- 
patches which he receiv'd from the Court, contain- 

ing Intelligence of that Tragedy. ; 
All this may be pure Chance, for ought I know, 
but there are Abundance of Symptoms of 8 
elſe. 
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elſe. As for Man, he is wholly a Stranger to him- 
ſelf, and the ſecret Operations of his own Soul are 
hid from him. How then can he know the Natures 
of other Things, or be familiarly acquainted with 
the occult Diſpoſitions of Beaſts ? The leaſt Worm 
or Inſect baffles our ſevereſt Scrutiny, and we are 
loſt in the Speculation of their Embryos. The moſt 
filent and inanimate Beings, proclaim aloud the Folly 
of our boaſted Science : Every Atom in Nature, ri- 
dicules our beſt Philoſophy. Who then will pretend 
to unriddle the more uncommon Myſteries of Provi- 
dence, or trace the Footſteps of Eternal Deſtiny? 
Hiſtorians ſpeak variouſly of this Parricide. Some 
fay, the Villain was approv'd of at the Court of 
Rome, and that he was there rank'd in the Number 
of Martyrs. . *Tis certain, he underwent as horrible 
a Death as the Wit of Man could invent, to puniſh 
his matchleſs Treaſon. And it ſeems, the F udges 
that examin'd him, were either afraid, or aſham'd 
to divulge what they heard from his Mouth: Obli- 
ging themſelves by an Oath to eternal Secrecy. Ra. 
vaillac himſelf own'd that he had twice before at. 
tempted to kill the King, but was thruſt back by 
one of his Nobles, who ſuſpeted ſome ill Defigwſi 
nin his Looks. 

Sage Hamet, may God preſerve our glorious Su/- 
tan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a Ferijh 
Phyſician, and from the common Diſaſters of Hu- 
man Life. And the Care of his Attendants will pre- 
vent the ſudden Strokes of a deſperate Aſſaſſin. 


Paris, 25th of the 87h Moon, 
of the Near 1660. 
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LETTER XII. 
To Muſtapha, Berber Aga. 


His City is now as full of Noiſe and Lights, 
as ſome Cities of Alia are at an Eclipſe of the 
Moon, or as Conſtantinople is during the Faſt of Ra- 
mezan. Tis near Midnight, and yet here's ſuch a 
Medley of Noiſes compounded of the loud Accla- 
mations of Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of 
Drums, Sound of Trumpets, and other Muſical In- 
ſtruments, with the Thunder of Sky-Rockets, Guns, 
and other Fire-works, that a Body would think one's 

Self in a Battel or Siege. 

The Occafion of all this, is the publick Entry of 
the New-married King and Queen, it being the Firſt 
Time they have ſeen Paris fince the Nuptials. Nei- 
ther my 2 nor Pen are able to expreſs to the 
Life, the inimitable Pomp and Magnificence that 
have appear d to Day in the Royal Train, and in the 
Preparations which the City made to receive them. 
The Luſtre of Silver, Gold, and Precious Stones, 
dazzled one's Eyes from all Parts; and I could have 
wilh'd for a Maul man Army, to have been at the 
Plunder of ſuch immenſe Riches. Vet there were 
Forty thouſand of the Citizens, and King's Guards 
in Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day. 

The Monarch with his Royal Spouſe appeared 
ſeated on a Majeſtick Throne, all glittering with Gold 
and Diamonds. It was rais'd on High, and there 
were ſeveral Steps or Degrees to aſcend up to it. On 
theſe were placed the Princes of the Blood, the 
Dukes and Peers of the Realm, with other Grandees 
and Nobles; as alſo. Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes, and La- 
dies of the firſt Quality. | | 

"Twas at the Foot of this Throne, there were 
made innumerable Speeches, and — 


\ - 
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Addreſſes by the Prieſts and Monks of all Orders, by 
the Students in the Academy, and by the ſever: 
Companies of Tradeſmen. But, that which was moſ 
ſurprizing, a certain ſtrange Maid utter'd ſeveral Ora. 
tions in Latin, Greek, French, and 17 „wherein ſhe 
magnify'd the King's heroick Undertakings, hi 
wonderful Succeſſes, great Wiſdom and Courage, 
with other Virtues, which ſhe made the Subject of 
her Panegyrick. She alſo no leſs extoll'd the 3 
matchleſs Beauty, the Greatneſs of her Birth, the 
royal Endowments of her Mind; and concluded 
with reflecting on the Joy of all Europe, for this 
illuſtrious Match, and Alliance of two the moſt po- 
tent Crowns in Chriſtendom. | 
She deliver'd her ſelf with ſuch an incomparabk 
Grace and Modeſty, as drew the Eyes and Ears of al 
that were preſent.” And 'tis ſaid, the King was ere 
tremely pleaſed with her; much more the Queen 
_ had never before encountred ſo learned a Fey 
male. | 
The French Ladies have for many Years applied 
. themſelves to the Study of Languages and Philoſophy 
But tis not ſo in Spain, where the Men are too ri 
gorous to the Fair to allow 'em that Liberty. Th 
are as moroſe to Women as the Moors, from who 
a great Part of that Nation are ſaid to deſcend. Eve 
ry Country in Europe has ſuffer d mighty Changes 
4 incurſions and Congqueſts of the Moors, Goth! 
ns, and Vandals. So that 'tis difficult to trace th 
Original of any People in ſuch a Hotch-Potch of ip 
reign Blood : N either have they any Care of their & 
aealogies, as we Arabians have in ha E aft. | 
Illuſtrious Aga, tho' it ſignifies nothing to ſprin 
of a noble Stock, unleſs we inherit the Virtues of 0 
. Anceſtors, as well as their ſplendid Titles and EſtatesY 
Yet *tis both profitable and pleaſant to have by us 
Regiſter of our Families, that reading their Char 
Cters and heroick Actions, we may imitate = 
| | 1 


7 
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Examples, and add to the Glory of the Tribe from 
which we deſcend. ; 


Paris, 6th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. | 


— — 


LETTER XIII. 


— 


he P Dgnet Oglou. 
led Know not whether I ſhall finiſh the Letter I be- 
his gin ; or,if I do, whether it will be above Ground, 


Wor in the Bowels of the Earth. However, I cannot 

orbear writing to thee, my dear Friend, tho' both 

he Paper and I, with the Houſe wherein I lodge, 

and all this beautiful City, may, for ought I know, 

ee tranſported to another Region before Morning. 
Nay, *tis poſſible this ay our may People Ely- 

um with a new Colony from France, and Paris may 
deſcend with all her magnificent Palaces to the 
Shades below, changing the Banks of the River 
deyne, for thoſe of Acheron or Styx, and the refreſh- 
„ng Airs of Champagne, for the choaking Sulphurs of 
Hell. In a word, we have felt. the Menaces of a 
errible Earthquake this Evening, but as yet we have 
uffered no Damage. 

When I liv'd in Aa, an Earthquake was almoſt 


C 
— common as the Nearly Revolutions of a Summer and 
e th inter: And we took as little Notice of it, as we 
fa of Lightning, Hail, or Rain. Beſides, one Mu/- 


Iman encourag'd another, and the general Faith 
df True Believers confirm'd us all, That we 


rin pught to be reſign'd to God, and to the Appoint- 
of oufvents of Eternal Deſtiny, whether it were for Plea- 
ure or Pain, Good or Evil, Life or Death. But 


Wow I have been fo long diſus'd to theſe Convulfi- 
han ens of the Globe, (for I have not felt one above 


heſe two and twenty Years) and am alſo oy 
| te 


\ 
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\ 
ted from the Society of the Faithful; that I am be- ar 
come like the reſt of the World, and even like I 
theſe Infi dels, timerous, aſtoniſh'd, void of Reaſon g. 

and of little or no Faith, © n h: 
My Mind at firſt ſtagger'd as much as my Body, D 
when I waswalking croſs my Chamber, and felt the h. 
Floor rock under me with that ſingular Kind of F 
Motion, which no human Art or Force can imitate. I Wh n« 
- ſoon concluded twas an Earthquake, but knew not th 
how to bear that Thought with Indifference. Death 
is familiar to me in any other Figure, but that of WF © 
being ſo ſurprizingly buried alive. It appeared hor- Wl D 
rible to fink on a ſudden into an unknown Grave, 8² 
I knew not whither: Perhaps I might fall into 1 
ſome dark Lake of Water; or it may be, I might * 
be drench'd in a River of Fire, or be daſh'd on a in 
Rock: For, who can tell the Diſpoſition of the of 
Caverns below, or what Sart of Apartments he fhall 87 
find under the Szrface of the Earth? We walk on © 
the Battlements of a marvellous Structure, a Globe ©: 
full of tremendous Secrets. And whether Nature or 
Deſtiny, Providence or Chance, occaſion the Rupture: if 
that we find are made in divers Parts of the Earth, 
it matters not much, ſo long as we are in Danger of 
tumbling in. Such a terrible Fall would put thei 
beſt Philoſopher in the World out of Humour, if 
and ſpoil all his Reaſoning. I'm ſure *twould vex8 
me thus in a Trice to be plunder'd of my Thoughts. 7 


Which makes me either wonder at the Vanity of 
Empedorcles, if he threw himfelf intq the flaming 
Chaſm of Mount. tna, only for the Sake of being 
eſteemed a God (as the common Report is ;) off 
12 me Reaſon to conclude, he had ſome other 
nd in his ventruous Leap: Since tis not proba -: 
ble, that empty Fame could be eſteemed by that great 
Sage, as his final Happineſs. A much eaſier Way 
had Ariſtotle, who, diſguſted at his Ignorance of the 
 #/ux and Reflux of the Sea, threw himſelf in, to put 
aul 


U 
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nan end to his Diſeaiſitions, if the Story be true. But 
e I can hardly believe the Stagyrite was ſuch a Fl. I 
gueſs of other Men, according to the Experience I 
have of my ſelf. I am as little ſolicitous about 
„ Death as any Man; yet I ſhould be un willing to 
de BY hurl my ſelf out of the World headlong, without a 
of Hirn or a T. I love new Experiments, but am 
not very fond of ſuch as take from us irrecoverably 
ot the Means of trying any more. = 
th We had News here of an EZarthguake which has 
of W overthrown Part of the Pyrenæ an Mountains, ſome 
Is Days before this happened at Paris; but few re- 
e, garded it. Calamities at a Diſtance frighten no Bo- 
to 4 Yet thoſe which we feel, put us all in Tears. 
or my Part, it has this Effect on me, that I am 
1a improved in my Careleſſneſs, and become fearful 
he of nothing. And, I think, there is Reaſon on my 
all WF vide, ſince all my Care, Apprehenſion and Forecaſt, 
on can never detend me from the Underminings of the 
be Onni potent. 


Paris, 1575 of the 11th Moon, | 


th, of the Near 1660. 
; ; 
„ LETTER XIV. 
/ 
ts. 70 Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
| 4 : | of the Ottoman Empire. 
ing 


E T not the Diſtance of Time between my Let- 
| ters, prompt thee to conclude, I forget my 

Duty; or that I am care/e/5 to oblige ſo illuſtrious a 
b. Friend. H have many Obligations to diſcharge; and 
therefore endeavour to husband my Hours to the 
beſt Advantage, and fo to divide my Diſpatches, That 
che Grand Sigaior may be ſerved, the Divan * 
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of all material Emergencies, and the Expecta tions of t 
each Miniſter gratified. h 
As to the Reign of Letwis XIII. it was ſhar'd ſuc. 

ceſſively between the * Yor a Ancre, the Duke 
of Luines, and Cardinal Richelieu. The firſt wa 
the Queen-Mot bers Favourite; the Second was the 
King's ; as for the Third, he was abſolute Maſter 
both of King, Queen, and King dom. 
t During the King's Minority indeed, Queen Mary 
de Medicis, the Relif of Henry IV. took the Regency 
into her own Hands, and manag'd Things in an 
arbitrary Manner. But the Princes of the Blood, 
with other Grandees, not able to brook the Govern- 
ment of a Woman, conſpir'd againſt her. Among 
| theſe were the Prince of Conde, Father to the preſent 
| Prince, and the Duke of Bovillon. The former wa 
a bold Man, and durſtdo any Thing that was brave: 
The latter was a cunning Stateſman. 
| They caball'd not ſo privately, but the Quer. 
| Mother was acquainted with their Meetings, and the 
| 

| 


Duke of Bovillon was the ' firſt who knew his Party 
was- betray'd. This Intelligence was brought him 
from aſſur'd Hands, whilſt he was fitting with the 
Prince of Conde, and other Nob/es at the Place of ther 
private Rendezvous. Whereupon he acquainted 

. them with it, exhorting all - to abſcond immediately, 

' leſt they ſhould be /e, on the Spot. But they re. 

torting, That the Queen would not venture on 1 
Action of ſuch dubious Conſequence ; he ſtarted up 
and took his Leave of em, Wich theſe Words, My 
Lords, you may follow your own Counſel. II 
« immediately to Horſe, and eſcape to Sedan, i 
6 my Stockings: Where, if they make me wear out 
« Pair as an Exile; by Heavens, I'll make then 
« wear out a thouſand Pair of Boots. „ 

His Words came to paſs, and the Effect was a d- 
minutive Civil War ; when the Queen was forced ti 
raiſe an Army to reduce this Prince to o | 
[4 2 
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the reſt of his Party being impriſoned, as ſoon as ſhe 
heard of his Flight. 

Whilſt theſe Diſturbances laſted, the Moors were 
expell'd out of Spain to the Number of ſix hundred 
thouſand. Part of thoſe who liv'd toward the Ma- 
titine Coaſts went by Sea into Africk. The reſt, 
whoſe Reſidence was farther within Land, ſought a 
Paſſage over the Pyrenæan Mountains, and ſo thro? 
the Southern Provinces of France; offering a Ducat 
Head to the Vice-Roy of Navarre, for their ſafe 
Conduct. He, out of Curioſity coming to ſee theſe 


* Travellers, and beholding them ragged and almoſt 
er naked, with Viſages like Ghoſts, took Pity on them, 


and gave them Liberty of Paſſage gratis; ſaying, 
© God forbid I ſhould extort ſo much Money from 
© theſe miſerable Wretches, who are abandon'd to 
the wide World. ; | 
But it ſeems his Compaſſion was needleſs. For- 
heſe Muſulmen were too cunning for him, having 


the heir ſqualid, torn Garments, quilted. all over with 
art old and precious Stones. hich occaſioned all 
hin eople to ridicule the Yice-Roy's Eaſineſs, and to call 
* im the Friend of the Gibeonites. 

ther ! ſhould ap too partial in refleting fatiri- 
intel on this Prince, whoſe Generofity deſerves 


Praiſe: Yet J cannot but ſmile at the Craft of the 
Lors, whereby they not only eſcaped paying the 
ccuſtom'd Tribute of Paſſengers, but alſo blinded 


4 Y eſe Infidels, and took from them the Suſpicion of 

Fx Mo reater Riches; which if they had once known, per- 
ple Ps not a Moor ſhould have carried a Piece of Mo- 

„ ier along with him into Africk. 

ay This Paſſage ſeem'd worthy of thy Knowledge, 


nce it in Part reſembles the famous Departure of the 
raelites out of Egypt, tho? it comes ſhort of the Rob- 
Ty and Plunder which they committed on the In- 


2 d. abitants the Day befi 
| y before they began their Journey. 
oo owever, this Story may 1 thee ſome Diver- 


* iſement. D As 
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the reſt of his Party being impriſoned, as ſoon as ſhe 
heard of his Flight. 

Whilſt theſe Diſturbances laſted, the Moors were 
expell'd out of Spain to the Number of fix hundred 
thouſand. Part of thoſe who liv'd toward the Ma- 
titime Coaſts went by Sea into Africt. The reſt, 
whoſe Reſidence was farther within Land, ſought a 
Paſſage over the Pyrenæan Mountains, and fo thro? 
the Southern Provinces of France; offering a Ducat 
Head to the Vice-Roy of Navarre, for their ſafe 
Conduct. He, out oF Curioſity coming to ſee theſe 
Travellers, and beholding them ragged and almoſt 
naked, with Viſages like Gho/s, took Pity on them, 
and gave them Liberty of Paſſage gratis; ſaying, 
God forbid I ſhould extort ſo much Money from 
« theſe miſerable Wretches, who are abandon'd to 
© the wide World. : 6 
But it ſeems his Compaſſion was needleſs. For 
eſe Maſulmen were too cunning for him, having 
Wheir ſqualid, torn Garments, quilted. all over with 
old and precious Stones. Which occaſioned all 
people to ridicule the Yice-Roy's Eaſineſs, and to call 
im the Friend of the Gibeonites. 
I ſhould ap too partial in reflecting fatiri- 
ly on this Prince, whoſe Generoſity deſerves 
Praiſe: Yet J cannot but ſmile at the Craft of the 
leors, whereby they not only eſcaped paying the 
ccuſtom'd Tribute of Paſſengers, but allo blinded 
heſe Infidels, and took from them the Suſpicion of 
reater Riches; which if they had once known, per- 
aps not a Moor ſhould have carried a Piece of Mo- 
ey along with him into Africk. 
This Paſſage ſeem'd worthy of thy Knowledge, 
nce 1t in Part reſembles the famous Departure of the 
raelites out of Egypt, tho' it comes ſhort of the Rob- 
ery and Plunder which they committed on the In- 
abitants the Day before they began their Journey. 


lowever, this Story may afford thee ſome Diver- 
ement. D As 


f 
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| b As to the Marſbal d. Ancre, the Queen's Favourite, 
. in his Life and Death, he was compared to Sejany;, 
| f being qualified with the like Virtues and Vices, 
| and having much the ſame Fortune; his Body after 
br. having been dragg'd about the Streets by the Rabble, 
| vas at laſt torn to Pieces. 

If thou wouldſt know how the Duke of Lines ob. 
tain'd the King's Fevour, it was by Ingratitude. For, 
when he and his Brother were firſt brought to Court, 
3 they were both ſo poor, that they had but one Cloak 
between them; and for that Reaſon could not go a- 
broad together. Yet being recommended to the 
King by a certain Nobleman for excellent Fa/coner:, 
| they were received into Favour. But they abuſed the 
| Kindneſs of their Patron; and inſinuating malicious 
Things into the King's Ear againſt the Nobleman and 
WE - his Family, cauſed him to be bantſh'd from the Court, 

| After which they managed all 'Things. 

Then ſucceeded Cardinal Richlieu in the chief Mi- 
niſtry; of whom I have ſaid a great deal in my former 
Letters to the Grandees of the Porte; and thou wilt 
find them in theRegi/ter, I will now add, what I never 
| mentioned before, that he was very ambitious to be 

thought a good Judge of Yer/e. He gave to one Poet 

for a witty Conceit in his Coat of Arms, two thou- 
ſand Seguins, tho' twas but a Verſe of ſeven Words. An- 
Other he promoted to an Eccleraftical Dignity worth 

a Thouſand a Year for comparing him to the Prinun 
Mobile. But he cauſed a third to be kick'd out of 
Doors for his Obſtinacy in denying to alter a Word 
of his Poem which the Cardinal diſliked. 

This Miniſter was very revengeful, and among 
other Effects of his Temper, none was more taken 
notice of, or reflected on, than the Death of Mor 
fleur de Thou, whom the Cardinal cut off for no other 
Reaſon, but becauſe his Father in a Genera/ Hiſtory 
Which he wrote, had repreſented one of Rzch/eu's 
Alnceſtors under a very ignominious and —— 


— 


* 
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ble Figure. That Hiſtorian was the renowned Thu- 
anus, of whom I ſuppoſe thou haſt heard. 

As to King Lewis 2 II. himſelf, he was eſteem'd a 
great Diſſembler; accuſtomed to careſs thoſe with 
more than ordinary Endearments, whom he defign- 
ed ſuddenly to ruin: Whence it grew to a Proverb 
in his Time at the French Court, when they ſaw any 


Nobleman ſmil'd on, to ſay, His Bufineſi is done. It 
cannot be denied that this Prince had a great Spirit, 


and ſome Wiſdom ; yet he was obſerv'd to take 
Delight in many petty Actions unbecoming Roya/ Ma. 
jeny. He would ſpend much of his Time in Paint- 


ing, and ſend for the moſt famous Maſters in that Art 
to view his Works. An equal Inclination he ſhewed 
to Muſick : And ſometimes he was ambitions to be 
thought a good Cook. Once he made a great Paſt 
with his own Hands, filling it with Veniſen only fit 
for the Mouths of 1nfidels, viz. The Fleſh of Dogs, 
Molves, and Foxes, with other abominable Animals, 
of which it is not lawful for a True Belizver to taſte. 
This he cauſed to be ſerved up to a Table at a Feaſt 
which he made to ſome ofhis Courtiers, who to ho- 
nour the King's Handy-work, eat greedily of the 
horrid Diſh, and highly praiſed his Skill; whilſt he 
diverted himſelf with laughing at them. He had 
many other ſuch Freaks as theſe, which render'd 
him contemptible and ridiculous to the Grandees of 
his Kingdom. In'a word, he was more reverenced 
Abroad than at Home. And this was owing to the 
Conduct of Cardinal Richlieu, who was juſtly 
eſteem'd the very Genius of France. 

IIluſtrious Miniſter, all that I have ſaid of this 
Monarch ſpeaks him but a Man : And no body is wiſe 
at all Times. But the Follies of Princes are more 
conſpicuous, than thoſe of meaner Perſons. 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Near 1660. e | 
. VV 
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thou reſideſt. May thy Soul feel calm and undi- 


ed with 15 
mities; Paſſions within, and Furies without: In: 


Angels, Care of Heaven, and the ſingular Darling 


walkeſt, always ready to ſnatch thee up from the 


cenſure partially, favouring their own Intereſt ; in 


"SST PWR EY; [cs 
To Mahummed in the Deſart. 


AY the Angel of Peace pitch his Pavilion at 
the Entrance of that bleſſed Cave where 


ſturbed Joys, and for ever repoſe in Divine 'Tran- 
quility 3 whilſt the reſt of the World are moleſt- 
tual Cares and Fears, Broils and En- 


word, whilſt they are always in danger of one 
another, of themſelves, and of the Elements which 


compound their Nature. 
O Man, highly belov'd of God, Favourite of the 


of Providence. The Palm of an Almighty Hand 
is extended under thee when thou fitteſt down or 


Calamities which threaten this lower World, and 
lift thee to Paradiſe, where the Aſſembly of the 


Juſt wait for Preſence. » | 
There has been an Earthquake lately in theſe WF A 


=; . 22 e 


Parts, which has 2 all France into a great Con- th 


ſternation, aſtoniſhed every body, and increaſed MF nc 


the Thoughtfulneſs of the Wiſe. - The firſt Effect Bil w! 


of it were felt by the Inhabitants of the Pyrenees, WI 


which are certain Mountains dividing France and in 


Spain. There it did great Miſchief; overwhelming WM im: 
ſome Medicinal Baths, many Houſes, and deſtroying ¶ Ro 
hundreds of People. Only one Moſque or Church, MW Bu 
which ſunk into the Caverns below, was thrown 
up again, and ftands very firm, but in another 
Place. This is look'd upon as a great Miracle, eſpe- 
clally by the French, who, for ought I know, may 


regard 


regard this Church has heen diſputed between them 
and the Spaniards, each Nation claiming Right to it, 
as ſtanding before exactly on the Frontier Line. But 
now their Quarrel is unconteſtably decided, for 'tis 
removed by this Convulſion of the Globe, near 
half a League from its former Situation, which is 
ſo far within the acknowledg*'d Limits of France. 
This the French Prieſts magnify as an apparent 
Proof of the Juſtice of their Pretenſions, and the 
People ſeem very willing to believe it. 

As for me, I have another Opinion of Eazth- 


into any Party or Faction, unleſs we believe the 
Stories of the Lapland Witches, I'm perſuaded that 
he this Globe is much more ancient than the Genera- 
ng ty of Mankind imagine it to be; that it has un- 
nd BY dergone various Changes by the Predominance of 
or Fire and Water» And that it is now haſtening to- 
the wards another Revolution. I believe the central 


the WF kindled all the Mines of Sulphur, and other infla- 
mable Matter, which it meets with in its circular 
neſe Bi Aſcent. Theſe, corroding and daily conſuming 
on- their own Vaults, approaching alſo ſometimes too 
aſed WF ncar the vaſt Receptacles of ſubterranean Waters 
ects I which lie nearer the Surface, overheat thoſe Lakes; 
nees, which being thus rarifted into Vapours, and pent u 
and in the Hollow of the Globe, ſtrive to break forth wit 
ning WF immenſe Violence, which cauſes that Heaving and. 
ying Rocking of the Superficies that ſo terrifies Mortals, 
arch, But then the Cauſe is very deep and far from us. 
own For where the Surface is ſhallow, in ſuch Paſſions 
ther i of the Globe, the Earth commonly breaks and tum- 
eſpe · bles in, with whatſoever is upon it. Nay, whole Cities 
may Wt ſometimes have been thus ſwallowed up. And the 
t ; in Danger is eaſily foreknown by a ſhort ſnarching and 
d f the Ground, Houſes, Trees, Men, 


egard WY Trepidation o 
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quakes, and am perſuaded, that they are as natural 
as the Winds, which no Man knows how to draw 


Fire has eaten its Way almoſt to the Surface, and 
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and every Thing within its Reach; for then the 
Convulfion is generally fatal. But where the Mo- 
tion is heavy, grave and regular, tis a Sign that 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. 
And this is ſo much the more evident, 0 how 
much farther the Earthquake is felt above Ground. 
For the nearer any ſuch Paſſion happens to the 
Centre, it muſt be granted, that its Force is extend - 
ed the wider on the Circumference. 'This depends 
on a Mathematical Demonftration, and there needs 
no more be ſaid to thee who art conſummate in the 


Sciences. 


What I eſteem a due Reflection on this is, That 


_ tho” there be no Peril in theſe remote Earthquakes, 


yet we know not how ſoon they will come nearer 
to us, neither can we be aſſured, where or when 
they happen, or how far they will reach. It 
follows therefore by a natural Conſequence, That 


fince theſe Things are unavoidable, and all the Wit 


of Man cannot invent a Means to eſcape finking 
into the Bowels of the Earth where it breaks in, 
we ought to be careleſs and indifferent what Death 
we die, and only be ſollicitous to live like Men, 
that is, according to Reaſon. For whether our 
Souls ſurvive or no, twill be comfortable to expire 
in Peace, and full of our own Innocence. 


Paris, 5th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Tear 1660. FD 


The END of zbe Firſt Book. 
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n, LE r EN I. 
To the venerable Mufti. 


. - —— 


E RE is now like to be a great 
Change at this Court. Cardinal 
Mazarini is dead. He died at 
the Caſtle of the Wood of Vin- 
ciennes, on the gth of this Moor... 
having been ſick a long Time. 
There happen'd a great Fire at 
| b the Louvre (ſo they call the King's ; 
Palace in this City) about five Weeks ago, which obli- 
ged the Cardinal, who lodged there at that Time, 
to remove to his own Houſe. From. whence for 
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the fake of the Air, he was -agviſed by his Phyſi- 
cians to go to the aforeſaid Caſtle. But all in vain: 
For Death, which finds Acceſs into the ſtrongeſt 
Fortreſſes, purſued him thither, and led him im 
Triumph to the Region of Silence and Forgetfulneſ,, 
v ho made ſo great a Noiſe and Buſtle in this our 
Weirld. yy * | 
It 1s reported that a certain 4/?ro/oger foretold 
him he ſhould die in this Mon But the Cardinal 
gave no Credit to him: Tho' one would think he 
had ſome Reaſon to believe him in this, for the 
fake of a former Prediction of his, concerning the 
Duke of Beaufort. I have mentioned this Prince, 
and the Enmity that was between Mzzarini and him, 
which occaſioned the Duke's Impriſonment in the 
Caſtle of the Wood of Fizciennes, During his Re- 
| ſtraint, the forementioned Aftrologer gave it out in 
Paris, That the Duke ſhould eſcape out of Priſon 
iſely on ſuch a Day. The Cardinal being in- 
ormed of this, waited till the Day came, deſigning 
to puniſh the Afrologer as a Cheat, or at leaſt to ex- 
| | hin for an ignorant Perſon. To which end he 
ent for him, and upbraiding him with Preſumption 
and Folly, in that the Day was now come, and yet 
the Duke of Beaufort was ſtill a Priſoner, without 
any Hopes, or ſcarce a Poſſibility of eſcaping, or- 
- der'd him to be ſent to the Baſile. But the Afrrole 
£7 addrefling himſelf with much Submiſſion and 
arneſtneſs, ſpoke to this Effect: May it pleaſe your 
Eminence anly to reſpite my Sentence till to Morrow, and 
then hang me if you do not find that I have ſpoke Truth. 
The Day which 7 fortold is come indeed, but it is nd 
paſt. A Courier will ſoon convince you that I have nt 
ſtudied this Science in vain. 

The Cardinal moved with theſe Words, _— con- 
fin'd the Aſtrologer in a Chamber of his own Palace. 
And the next Day he received an Expreſs, which 
gave him an Account of the Duke's Eſcape, — the 

* | DAY anner 
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Manner of it, ig. That on the Day before, he had. 
tet himſelf down by a Ladder of Ropes into the 
Caſtle Ditch, and was no more to be ſeen or heard 
of. Thus the de eſcap'd the Cardinals Re- 
venge, and got much Fame at the Court, which was 
increas'd by the Cardinal's Death, falling out exact- 
ly according to his Prediction. ; 

This Miniſter was a very ſubtle Man; and Cardi- 
u Richlieu us d to ſay of him, That if he were mind=- 
ed to put a Trick on the Devil, he would only ſet Maza- 
rini to Work. Therefore he made him his Confident, 
inſtructed him in all Secrets of the French Court, the 
Art of Government, and on his Death-bed recom- 
mended him to the King, as the fitteſt Man to ſuc- 
ceed him in the Management of the Publick. He 
was after the Death of Lewis, XIII. at firſt oppo- 
ſed by ſeveral Grandees ; but the Qeen's Authori- 
ty, and that of the Prince of Conde, ſupported him: 
Whence aroſe a common Proverb in thoſe Days, 

he Queen permits All, the Cardinal commands All, 
and the Prince puts all in Execution: For this laſt had 
then the Office of General. 
This Miniſter was not eſteem'd ſo covetous as his 
Fredeceſſor ; yet he heap'd up vaſt Treaſures ; Part 
df which he beſtow'd in magnificent Buildings and 
Furniture, the reſt he ſent into TJraly to his Father; 
ho, aſtoniſh'd at the prodigious Quantities of Gold 
e receiv' q, us'd to ſay, Sure it rains Money in France. 
owever he made himſelf odious to the Subjects of 
his Nation by his continual Oppreſſions; and they 
re glad he is gone. ; 
Tis a By-word at Rome, when any Pope dies, to 
wy, Now the Dog is dead, all his Malice is buried with. 
"im. But I Le it will not prove true in the 
-ourt of France, at this Junfture, For the Xing will 
ither find a Miniſter equal in Subtilty to the de- 
eas'd Cardinal, who ſhall ſupply his Place ; or he 
UW: take. the Adminiftration of Affairs into his 
D 5 | Own: 


* * 
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own Hands. Beit which -6-" it will, we are like 
to ſee the ſame Maxims purſu'd, ſo long as Cardinal 
Richliea's Memoirs are in Being, who firſt taught 
this Crown to underſtand its own Strength. 


Paris, 14th of the zu Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 
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LETTER H. 
To the Vizir Azem at the Porte. 


Have ſent a Diſpatch to the Muti, acquainting 
him with the Death of the Cardinal Mazarim, 
Firſt Miniſter of State, and the greateſt Favourite 
that ever liv'd. Now 1 will inform thee of ſome 
Paſſages which I omitted in my Letter to that ve- 
nerable-Prelate. It is neceſſary for me thus to d- 
ſtribute my Intelligence, with a due reſpect to the 
diferent Quality of my Superiors. 

Thou, ITſuppoſe, wilt require ſome Account of 
his Diſpoſition and Morals, with ſuch a Character 
as may render this great Genius familiar to thy 
Knowledge: | 

He ſeem'd to place his chief Happineſs in ag. 

ndizing his Maſter, whom he ſerv'd with a Zeal 
© pure and diſintereſted, a Loyalty fo incorraptible, 
and by ſuch regular Methods of Prudence and Pol. 
cy; as if in his Days, nothing were to be counted. 


- Virtue or Vice, but what either favour'd or op- 


sd the King of France's Intereſt. He was of 3 

appy Conſtitution ſor a Courtier, being by Nature 
debonair, complaiſant, affable, and of a ſweet De- 
portment. Vet Experience and Art, taught him 
to improve theſe Advantages, to the Height of 
Diſſimulation, You ſhould. ſe. Courteſy and . 

fv ordinary 
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ordinary Goodneſs flowing into every Feature of 
his Face ; you ſhould hear Words breathing from 
his Mouth, like the ſoft Benedictions of an Angel. 
Yet at the ſame time, his Heart gave the Lye to 
both. He meant nothing leſs, than that a Man 
ſhould find him as good as his Word. He was ever 
ready to promiſe any Thing that was demanded of 
him: But in Performance flow, and full of Excu- 
fes ; frugal of his Prince's Money, and liberal of 
his own : Magnificent in his Buildings, and the 
Furniture belonging to them ; aiming in all 'Things 
fo exceed other Men, n a and in * to 
ſurpaſs, even mighty Princes, his Superiors. In a 
=o he was accompliſh'd with all Qualifications. 
requiſite in a fortunate Courtier and a good Stateſ- 
man 


Yet after all, this ſablime Genius yielded to» 
Death: But not like common Mortals, He died 
altogether like '>im/e/f, without ſo much as changing 
chat ſettled Gravity, and ſerene Air of his Face, as 
had been remarkable during his Life. He made the 
King Heir of his Eſtate, and bequeath'd Abundance- 
of Bi of Legacies. 
ter To fay all in brief: If he was Great in his Life, 
thy he was much more fo in his Death; mingling his 
hft Breath with the Sighs and Tears of the King, 


ag: who lamented his Departure with the Mourning of 
Zea a Son for a Father. | MP 
ble, | 
Poli- Paris, 26th of the 3d Moen, 
nted i of Ibe Nar 1661. 
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own Hands. Be. it which it will, we are like 
to ſee the ſame Maxims purſu'd, ſo long as Cardinal 
Richlien's Memoirs are in Being, who firſt taught 
this Crown to underſtand its own Strength. 


Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Near 1661. 
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LETTER H. 
To the Vizir Azem at the Porte. 


him with the Death of the Cardinal Mazarini, i 
Firſt Miniſter of State, and the greateſt Favourite 
that ever liv'd. Now I will inform thee of ſome 
Paſſages which J omitted in my Letter to that ve 
nerable-Prelate. It is neceſſary for me thus to d- 
ſtribute Aae my. with a due reſpect to the 
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different Quality of my Superiors. 

Thou, Tſuppoſe, wilt require ſome Account of Bil of 
his Diſpoſition and Morals, with ſuch- a Character | 
as may render this great Genius familiar to thy WW he 
Knowledge. | hſt 

He ſeem'd to place his chief Happineſs in ag. wh 

ndizing his Maſter, whom he ſerv'd with a Zeal a $ 
6 pure and diſintereſted, a Loyalty fo incorruptible, 
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sd the King of France's Intereſt. He was of 1 
appy Conſtitution ſor a Courtier, being by. Nature 
dabonair, complaiſant, affable, and of a — De- 
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to improve theſe Advantages, to the Height of 
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ordinary Goodneſs flowing into every Feature of 
his Face; you ſhould hear Words breathing from 
his Mouth, like the ſoft Benedictions of an Angel. 
Yet at the ſame time, his Heart gave the Lye to | 
both. He meant nothing leſs, than that a Man | 
ſhould find him as good as his Word. He was ever | 
ready to protniſe any 'Thing that was demanded of | 
him: But in Performance flow, and full of Excu- =_— 
fes ; frugal of his Prince's Money, and liberal of | 
his own : Magnificent in his Buildings, and the 1 
Furniture belonging to them; aiming in all Things 
to exceed other Men, his Equals, and in ſome, to 1 
ſurpaſs, even mighty Princes, his Superiors. In a 
word, he was accompliſh'd with all Qualifications. 

requiſite in a fortunate Courtier and a good Stateſ- 

man 


Vet after all, this ſublime Genius yielded to- 
ne Death: But not like common Mortals. He died 
” altogether like Himſelf, without ſo much as changing 


that ſettled Gravity, and ſerene Air of his Face, as 
had been remarkable during his Life. He made the 
King Heir of his Eſtate, and bequeath'd Abundance. 
ol Wl of Legacies. 
ter To fay all in brief: If he was Great in his Zife, 
thy he was much more fo in his Death; mingling his 
laſt Breath with the Sighs and Tears of the King, 
who lamented his Departure with the Mourning of. 
Leia Son for a Father. . OY ' | 


oli-B Paris, 2675 of the 34 Moon, 
ated. of the Year-1661. - 
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LETTER UT. 

To Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of the 
-_ Cuſtoms, a Conſtantinople. 


Eſterdy a Diſpatch came to my Hand from 
a very remote Part of the Earth. Our Couſfit 
Lea, ſent it from Atracan, a famous City for Traf- 
Fel, formerly belonging to the Crim Tartars, but now 
in the Poſſeſhon of the. My/covites. He has beet 
there a conſiderable Time, finding Profit by Mer- 
chandiſe: For there is a vaſt Reſort to- that City 
from China, Indoſtan, Perſia, Moſeovy, and other Pre 
vinces of Europe and Aa. The Roads to it, are 
daily covered with the Caravans of trading People, 
And the River Vega can hardly ſuſtain the innu- 
merable Multitude of Veſſels that tranſport Paf 
Tengers with their Goods backwards and. forward, 
between Afracan, and the Regions round about the 
Caſpian. Sea, into which that mighty River di 
charges itſelf. 831 
Ie, 18 ingenious, and has pitch'd upon ſome ad- 
vantagious Way of enriching himſelf, which tempts 
him to, take up his Abode in that City, and there end 
Kis Travels; or at leaſt, he will repoſe himſelf there; 
till Fortune preſents him with. a birer Opportunity 
of increaſing his Wealth, *', 
An the mean time, I perceive by his Letter, that 
he gets Money apace, lives very happily, and ha 
the Wit to keep himſelf free from the Yoke of Mar 
riage, which embarraſs'd him ſo. much formerly 
He ſoon put that troubleſome Viſe out of his Mind, 
after he had divorc'd her; and he never fail'd to 
gratify himſelf with: new Amours, where-ever h 
came in his Travels. He writes very comically; 
and I can't forbear: fmiling, when he tells me, He 
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has had as many Concubines as the Grand Signior, 


By which thou wilt perceive, that Jeu, is much 
addicted to You rag He frankly confeſſes, that 
he firſt learned this Mode of loving at large in 1 
eſpecially at Iſpaban; where he ſays, tis a Mark 
of Honour for a Man to be good at intriguing with 
the Ladies: And he is call'd a Turk by Way of 
Diſgrace, who frequents not every Evening the 
Gardens and Houſes of Pleaſure in the Suburbs. But 
he adds, that in India the Liberty of courting Wo- 
men is much greater. And that the very Nature 
of that CAnute, diſpoſes a Man to this fokt Paſſion. 
In a word; our amorous Kinſman retains the fame 
Humour ſtill. |} | | f 
Vet this does not hinder him from proſecuting 
bis neceſſary Affairs with Diligence and Alacrity. 
He diſpatch'd a Buſineſs for me at Archange/ wr 
Ruſſia, and another at Moſco, very dexterouſly. 
Which convinces me; that he is not leſs ſedulous and 
careful im Things which concern himſelf. He ſays, 
the Muſcovites are the greateſt Drunkards in the 
World. Their chief and moſt beloved Ligzor is, 
what the French call, The Water of Life. Tis a 
Chymical Drink, extracted from the Lees of Wine; 
or other ſtrong Beverages: Such as thou know'ſt 
is common among the Greeks, Armenians, and Franks, 
in the Levant, When the Myſctoviter are once got 
into a Houſe where this Nectar is ſold; and are a 
little warm'd and elevated with it, .they will not 
tha depart till all their Money is | af Nay, they will 
nal pawn their very Garments from their Backs in a 
Frolick, rather than want. their Doſe of this ine- 
erly T briating Stuff, and go out ftark naked in the 
fin coldeſt Weather, that is, fall aſleep in the open 
'd toll Streets, and yet are ne'er the worſe for it when 
er N ey wake, but go to their daily Work with the 
ally i greater Ardour. For, 'tis only the common Peo- 
? Ple are guilty of this Extravagance. As for the 
Gentry 


min the Wor 
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Gentry and Nobility, they are more cloſe and re. 
Erd their drunken NA | 


The Myſcovites, according to the Character he 


| 252 me of them, are a very rude and unpoliſh'd 
eople ; ſurly to one another, and. extreamly rug- 
ged to Strangers. They deſpiſe all other Nations 

iT and ſay, tis impoſſible for any Man 
to go to Heaven who has not a Myſcovite. Soul in 
him. They profeſs the Chriftian Religion, and were 


formerly of the Greek Charch ; but now they have 
ſeparated themſelves, and ſet up a Patriarch of their 


own; to whom ſo great a Veneration is paid, that 
the Emperor himſelf holds his Stirrop when he 


- mounts. on Horſeback. 


Brother, I defire thee to ſpeak advantagiouſly of 
Jouf, to the Illuſtrious Kerker Haſſan, and to the 
other Baſ/a's of the Bench. He will be a ſervice- 
able Man to the Grand Signior, if encourag'd by 
fome Place of Honour and Profit. I wiſh I could 
fay the ſame of our Couffn Solyman. But: he is too 
wile in his own: Conceit. | | 

Dear Peſteli, excuſe my Abruptneſs; for my Hours 
are divided between the Service I owe to. the Sultan, 
and the Affection I bear my Friends. : 


Paris, 7th of the 5th Mean, 
of the Year 1661. 
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| LETTER IV. | 
Ts Orchan Cabet,. Student in the Sciences, 
and Penſioner to the Sultan. 


| 1 Have heard of thy Fame, and the Manner of thy 


Converſion to the Law brought down froni Hea- 


"ven: How tht fram a C hriftian Prieſt, thou art be- 


tomea Muſſulman Adalla, that is, a Believer and 
N 1 Servant 
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7 Servant of the True God. May thy Rew ard, both 
here and hereafter, be according to thy Integrity 
in this Change of Faith and Religion: For Hypocrites 
| are neither acceptable to God nor Man; yet moſt 
5 Men are ted for Intereſt, Fear, or other 
5 human Regards. And in the Senſe of the Chriftians 
il thou know'ſt a Renegado and a Villain are reciprocal. 
n 
e 


Terms. 
The inſupportable Miſeries of Servitude, tempt 
e many to embrace Circumciſion, which at once ſets 
ir em free, and often puts em in a Condition to mend 


it their Fortunes, and live more happily than they 
e did, even before they were Captives: Whilf Ambi- 
7 tion and Avarice, are prevailing Motives with others 
ff in more proſperous Circumſtances to be of the 
e Grand Signier's Religion, that ſo they may riſe in his 
2 Favour, and obtain ſome conſiderable Preferment at 
7 the Court, or Office in the Army; like the ancient 
d Melchites among the Chriſtians, who were ſo call'd,. 
0 becauſe they always profeſs'd the Faith of the Gre- 
cian Emperors, without examining whether it was 
rs Orthodox or no. A Sortof religious Paraſites, who: 
2 would be any Thing to ferve their own: Intereſt, 
and adore the Devil himſelf, provided their Sovereign 
ſhew'd 'em an. Example. 
Yet after all, there are ſame who change their 
Religion in pure Sincerity, only compell'd thereto- 
by the Dint of exalted Reaſon, and Motives of 
75 Virtue. Such as theſe are thinking Men, Per- 
ſons of bold Spirits, who dare call in Queſtion 
| the Tradition of their Fathers, examine the Prin- 
55 ciples in which they were educated, diſpute every 
Thing, and bring all to the Standard of natural 


| Truth. 
y I rejoyce to hear that thou art one of this Cha- 
4 racter, and not in the Number of Counterfeits- 


e or Bigots: For ſuch bring no Credit to the Religion 
- they embrace, but rather a Scandal. Yet the Arms W : 
| the 
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64 
the munificent Porte are open to receive all who 
profeſs that Go po is one, and that Mahomet is his 
Apoſtle; leaving the Scrutiny of their Intention, to 
him who ſearches the Heart. ö 

Thy Learning gives thee fair Opportunities of 
doing Good. Put it toa right Uſe. Convince the 
Infidels, whom thou haſt forſaken, of their Errors; 
confirm the True Believers in the Faith, without 
Blemiſh. | | 

Do this by Diſcourſe, by Writing, and by thine 
own examplary Life, which laſt will prevail above 
Ten thouſand eloquent Sermons. 

In a word, ſhew thy ſelf a true and faithful' Fol- 
lower of the Prophet on Earth, and God will tran- 
flate thee to his Company in Paradiſe; where Mo/e; 
will introduce thee, Jeſus will entertain thee with 
Joy, and all the 124000 Prophets will-welcome thee 
to the Pleaſures which know no End. | 


Paris, 21/4 of the 5th Moon, 
- of the Near 1661. 


LETTER V. 


To the Mufti.. 


NE are apt to admire ſome ſtrange Paſſages 
| which we find recorded in ancient Hiſtory, 
and whoſe Truth is out of the Reach of any Mor 
to. prove: Yet we ſlight the Miracles which are be- 
fore our Eyes, evident Matters of Fact, which no 
Body can contradict. Whence this ſhould proceed, 
I know not; unleſs it be from a natural Kind of 
Drowſineſs in the Soul, common to the greateſt 
Part of Men; hke the Sleep of thoſe, who; cannot 
{o-ſoon be. awaken'd by the loudeſt. Noiſes they are 
| [5 1 accuſtom d 
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accuſtom'd to, as by the ſoft and ſtill Idea's of a 
ſtrange Dream: So we regard not the Things to 
which we are daily habituated, tho” in themfives 
never ſo prodigious ; whilſt we ſtart and are amazed 
at the * moſt ordinary Relations of Antiquity, only 
becauſe they. are novel to us, and we were not Eye- 
witneſſes of the 'Things themſelves. 

I formerly ſent a Letter to Cara Hali, the Sultan's 
Phyfician, wherein I mentioned ſeveral Phy/cians of 
1 Arabia, who in paſt Ages, were eminent for ſome 
e remarkable Cures. But, I tell thee, not one of them 

could match the King of France's Succeſs in curing an 
|- WW Fpidemical Diſtemper, which they call the K7NG's 
n- WEYIL. The general Symptoms of this Malady, are 
certain Swellings in the Face, Neck, or other Parts 
th Wl of the Body; ſometimes accompany'd with Blind- 
ee neſs, Deafneſs, Lameneſs, and other Imperfections. 
"WH Thoſe who are troubled with this Di/eaſe, flock to 
the King's Court at certain Seaſons of the Year, and 
being introduced iuto his Preſence, he only touches 
the Part affected with his Hand, and an infallible 
Cure follows. | | 
They fay, this Gift has been inherent in the- 
ings of France for many Generations : And the 
Prieſts magnify it as a great Miracle. But, I tell 
thee, all the Prodigy in my Opinion, lies in the 
Strength of the People's Imagination, which thou 
know'ſt works half he Cure in many Diſtempers, 
The Prieſts ſtand by the King, whilſt he touches 
the Sick: They repeat their Go/pe/, and uſe certain 
Frayers and Exorciſms, being veſted all in White like 
Magicians, Theſe Ceremonies are perform'd with 
abundance of Gravity, which ſtrikes an Awe into 
he credulous Patients. And to render the Buſi- 
els yet more myſterious ; whereas other Phyſici- 
ans take Money of the Sick, this Royal Aſculapius 
deſtows a Piece of Gold on every one whom he 


ouches, which they are oblig'd to wear about their 
| Necks 


as a Part of the Roya] Inheritance ; which enable 


cruc ian, nor very fond or credulous of Miracles; yet 
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Necks as lotig as they live. Now, whether the 
Charm lies in the Gold, or the King's Touch, or the 
Prayers and Ceremonies of the Prieſts, or finally i 
the Patient's Fancy, it matters not much. This iz 
certain, that Thouſands who come to the King 
Feet, very much diſorder'd by this Evil, find a ſen- 
fible Alteration in their Bodies, before they depart 
from his Preſence ; and in a few Hours or Days at 
moſt, are perfectly recover'd. 

Perhaps, the Kings of France have ſome Magica 
er Phyſical Tincture in their Blood. Or, it may be, 
they have found out the Philoſopher's Stone, ſo muck MW 
talk'd of; and deliver'd it down to their Polterity, 


the preſent King to do To many prodigious Thing 
both at home and abroad, in Peace and in War, be- 
fides his Part in curing this Sickneſs. I am no Ry 


T often wonder at the Treaſures of this Monarch 
which appear inexhauſtible. But the Ways of King 
are ſecret, and he of France is ſingular in his myſte 
rious Methods of growing Rich and Great. Net 
ther do all his magnificent Expences ſeem to diminiſh 
his Wealth. The King of Szeden has been his Pen. 
fioner ever ſince he began to reign: And Millions d 
French Gold, are diſperſed among the German Princes 

Theſe Things cauſe his Subjects to deſcant vari 
ouſly. , But I refer em to thy oraculous Judgment, 
whoſe fingle 77% is of Ten thouſand Times mon 
worth, than the Decrees of a French Parliament. 


Paris, 34 of the 7th Moors, 
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I ET TIER VI: - 
o Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale of 


Sidon. 


OW I will vent holy Things, and what the 
N Divinity ſhall inſpire. The World was in 


Needs when Heſain the Prophet was flain, and the 
Moon put on her Mourning Dreſs. The Timbrels of 
%%, Arabia, and Babylon were heard in the Dead 
5. pf the Night: Their Sound reach'd to the Third Hea - 
e: The Shepherds ran to the Heights of the Barth, 


o diſcover the Occaſion of ſo much Noiſe. The 
entinels of Forts and Caftles gave the Alarm, and 
the Men of War took hold of the Sword, the Bow, 
nd the Spear. The Tygris overflow'd its Banks, and 
Diarbekir became a Lake. A dark Body of Clouds 
yercalt the Sky, and pour'd forth Thunder, Light- 


15 aing and Hail. Fire ran all along on the Sands of 
Je e Defart, and, the Air was all in a Flame. Horror 
nin oed the Minds of Mortals, and the Angels 
en bhbemſelves were uneafy. The Beaſts of the Field ran 
no Dens and Caves, and the Dragons were touch'd 


vith Remorſe: Only the more venomous Kis lbaſci 
welbd with Pride: The Poiſon of Murther and 
ereſy had puff d up the Souls: They and their 
olterity are accurs'd to this Day, and to the Hour 
{ the irrevocable Sentence. 
O Santone, great is thy Faith, in that thou haſt 
bandoned the Shadow of this World, and ſeparated 
hy ſelf from the Contagion of Mortals. I revere 
e Majeſty of thy ſublime Soul, the Intellect 
inging at Liberty. Thou daily gathereſt Flowers. 
om the Garden of Eden, and being in the Body, 
njoyeſt the Sweets of Paradiſe. Kings would lay 
own their Crowns to taſte of thy Pleaſures, did 
ER . | they 
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they but know them ; and exchange all the Glory lig 
of Empires for one Moment of thy unſpeakable ch. 
Blifs. Thou Companion and Care of Angels, Dariing Ca 
of the Monarch Omnipotent ! 
Where-ever thou lieſt down, whether by Day cr 
by Night, the Watchers above ſtand ready with 
Unbrella's to skreen thee from the ſcorching Beam 
of the Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and 
Stars, and from all Injuries of Weather. The Ele. 
ments go out of their Courſes to ſerve thee, and alli 
Nature eſpouſes thy Intereſt. 
The cds hires a thouſand Camels, and loa 
them with the choiceſt Riches of the Levant. He 
endures all the Fatigues of a long and dangerow 
Travel, thro' Syria, Arabia, and Pera; runs the 
riſque of Robbers, Diſeaſes, and ten thouſand Me. 
thods of Death: And after all his Hazards and Pains, 
is not half ſo happy, nor ſo rich as thou, who Ml 
boundeſt in every zung, becauſe thou deſireſt no- 
thing which thou haſt not, or that is unneceſfary. 
The Ploughmen labour for thee in the Field, and f 
do the Artificers in the City. The Noble and the 
Vulgar are thy Purveyors, and the greateſt Sovereign 
pay Tribute to thee. Every Houſe is thy Home, 
and they count themſelves happy, under whole 
Roof thou vouchſafeſt to ſleep. Th are really io; 
for Benediction accompanies the perfect Man in al 
his Ways, and the Favours of Heaven overtake then 
- that ſhew Kindneſs to hin. Thou art Lord © 
other Mens Eſtates, and every Man's Field is th 
Inheritance. Thou enjoyeſt the riches of this World 
without being tainted with the Vices that attend 
em, and receiveſt immortal Aſſurances and Seals 
the future Glory, in the Life whieh is to come. 0 
happy Eſtate of the Righteous l O Life to be trulf 
envied ! | : 
As for me, I'm like a Ga/ley-S/ave, chain'd dom 
to the Qar, and, forc'd to. row inceſſantly wo 
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the Maſter of the Veſſel commands. $o I am ob- 
lig d to obey the Dictates of my Superiors, whether 


Cares of this vain World, and the more particular 
Anxieties of State. From all which thou art hap- 
— 


etting Yoke, and diſentangle my ſelf from the 
Snares of human Policy ! that I might live like the 
Men of the firſt Ages, who honour'd the Earth as 
Wheir common Mother, and made no envious Inclo- 
ſures ! they ſported innocently on her fragrant Bo- 
om, and never moleſted their kind Parent, by 
ruelty to any of her Off-ſpring. They ſuck'd 
he Milk of her Breaſt: Her Veins ſtream'd with 


ous . 
ine and Honey. They banquetted on Varie 
„ ff excellent Fruits; and no body thought of lat, 


ing and eating his Fellow-Animal. The Birds 
ould then range the Air without Fear of the Fow- 
er; neither did any yawling Huntſman rouze the 


— imerdus Hare from her Seat. The Roes and the 
Winds could ſcamper at Pleaſure o'er the Plain, 


ithout being hatter'd to the Mountains and Rocks 
dr Sanctuary; neither did any fly Angler trepan 
e Fiſh of the Rivers. As for the Sea, twas then 
nknown; no Man, as yet, had ventur'd on that 
erfidious ELEMENT, or found out the Uſe of 


& hips. There was in thoſe Days no Foreign Com- 
then erce or Traffick, or any eed of it. Every - 
egion ſupply'd its Inhabitants with what was 


ſeful and neceſſary : And thoſe temperate Mor- 

ls deſir'd no more. They FE without irregu- 

n 5 free from Ambition, Fraud, and 
oog. E 


This is the Life ſo much deſir'd by me, and which 
ou actually enjoyeſt. God augment thy Felici- 
es and Raptures, that thou mayeſt paſs from one 
dowel on and Extaſy to another, till Gabriel ſnatch 


niche | 2 * 


there be Sin in the Caſe of no. I am faſten'd in the | 


Oh that it were lawful for me to ſhake off the 
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thy Soul away in a Divine Tranſport, beyond t 
Poffibility of a Relapſe. . all 827 | 

Holy Santone, whilſt thou art on Earth, pray { 
me; and when thou art among the Immortals, & 
me ſome Favours which may laſt for ever. 


Paris, 2675 of tbe 81h Moon, - 
| of the Near 1661. 
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LETTER. VII. 
* Dgnet Oglou. 


Buſineſs in this Place obliges me to key 
| Company with all ſorts of People. Hen 
J indifferently aſſociate my ſelf with Stateſma 
Soldiers, Courtiers, Prieſts, Fidlers, Mechani 
Seamen, or Perſons of any Profeſſion, from who 
I can hope for any Improvement: For; there 
hardly ſo def) Pong a Fellow in the World, w 

may not teach an inquiſitive Mind ſomething, | 
which it was a Stranger before. 
Sometimes I converſe with Painters, whom I 8 
nerally find to be Men of Wit and Senſe, but 9 
lewd and diſſolute: However, they ſerve to dit 
my Melancholy, to which thou know'ſt I am mu 
inclin'd. For they are the merrieſt Sparks in 
World, abounding with ſmart Repartees, Jeſts : 
comical Stories, beſides a hundred mimical Tria 
of good Buffoonry to make one laugh ; ti 
it is almoſt impoſſible to be fad in their Cal 


Fefe, are moſt of them bred in the Academy, 
in Colleges and Schools where the Sciences are pf 
feſs'd: It being in a manner neceſſary, that M 
of this Trade ſhould have a Smack of all ſorts 
ET 4 Learnil 
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earning, and eſpecially, that they ſhould: be indif- 
rent good Hiſtorians; they being many times de- 
rd to repreſent Pieces of antique and modern Hi- 
ory, without a Pattern, They have a very facetious 
Vay alſo of telling a Story to the Life, as well as 
f drawing it ſo in Picture. They would diſſolve 
he moſt ſtiff and moroſe Hadgi into Laughter and 
ollity, to hear how gracefully they will ridicule 
e moſt ſerious Matters, and- turn every Thing 
to Burleſque : For they are admirable Satirifts by 
Nature. ; 

Yet theſe are not all alike, but differ in their Tem- 
ers like other Men. Some of them are proud and- 
Watcly, others fawning and abject: And all of them 
reat Humourifts. 1 | 

It was an odd Whim of Martin Heemskirk, a fa- 
ous Painter, thatwas born at a Village of the ſame 
ame. He died in the Year of the Chriftians He- 


= ra, 1574. This Man had amaſs'd together in his 
„ban e-time a vaſt Quanity of Money; and having 
ee Wife or Children, nor other Relations of his 


1 to leave it to, he was reſolv'd to do ſomething, 
r which he might be talk'd of after his Death. I 
ave heard of many dying Men, that have had one 


1 MF #Price or other in _— their Laſt Will and Te- 
> 2 ament: But thou wilt 7 this of Martin's was 
ngular. For, on his Death-bed he bequeath'd all 


is Wealth to be diſtributed into equal Dowries or 
ortions, wherewith to marry a certain Number of 
laids of Heemskirk, his Birth-place, yearly, on 
is Condition, that the New-married Couple, 
th all the Wedding-Gueſts, ſhou'd dance on his 
rave. 
It is neceſſary for thee to know, that ſince his 
heath, there has been a great Alteration of Religion 
d thoſe Parts: The Inhabitants,” which in his time 
ere Roman Catholicks, are now all Proteſtants. 
nd at the Time of this Change or * ag 
| they 
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they call it, it was the general Practice of the Prat 


Paſſion, or a Thought, well and naturally. Mud 


antes, to demoliſh all Images and 8 where: exe 
they found em. Now, it was the Cuſtom of the 
Roman Catholicks to ſet up a Croſs at the End of even 
Sepulchre of the Dead. Yet, ſo great a Veneration 
have the Heems&irkers for the Memory of this Painter, 
that whereas there is not a Cr9/ to be ſeen ſtanding n 
all the Country beſides ; yet his, being of Braſs, re 
mains untouch'd, as the only Title their Daughter 
can ſhew to his Legacy. EN ba 

Twas a more cruel and inhuman Caprice of a 
Italian Painter (J think his Name was Giotto) wh 
deſigning to draw a Crucifix to the Life, wheedl! 
a poor Man to ſuffer himſelf to be bound to a Croll 
for an Hour, at the end of which he ſhould be re 
leas'd. again, and receive a conſiderable Gratuity fo 
his Pains. But, inſtead of this, as ſoon as he hat 
him faſt on the Croſs, he ſtabb'd him dead, and the 
fell to drawing. He was eſteem'd the greateſt Maf 
in all Italy at that Time. And having this Advan 
tage, of a dead Man hanging on a Cro/5 before hin 
there's no Queſtion, but he made a matchleſs Pie 
of Work on't. 

As ſoon as be had finiſh'd his Picture, he carrie 
it to the Pope, who was aſtoniſh'd as at a Prodigy d 
Art, highly extolling the Exquiſiteneſs of the Fa 
tures and Limbs, the languiſhing, pale Deadne 
of the Face, the unaffected Sinking of the Head 
In a word, he had drawn to the Life, not on) 
that Privation of Senſe, and Motion, which 
call Death; but alſo the very want of the leaſt vit 
Symptom. | 

This is better underſtood than expreſs'd. Eve 
body knows that it is a Maſter-piece to repreſent i 


eater is it to deſcribe the total Abſence” of thei 
interior Faculties, ſo as to diſtinguiſh the Figure of 
dead Man, from one that is only aſleep. 1 


* 
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vet all this, and much more, could the Pope di- 
cein in the admirable Draught which Giotto pre- 
ſented him. And he liked it ſo well, that he reſolved 
to place it over the Altar of his own Chapel : For 
hou knowelt this is the Practice of the Nazarenes, 
o adore Pictures and Images. Giotto told him, fince 
e liked the Copy ſo well, he would ſhew him the 
Original if he pleaſed. 


Pope ? Wilt thou ſhew me Jeſus Chrift. on the Crofs 


ew your Holineſs the Original from whence I dreiy 
is, it you will abſolve me from all Puniſhment. 
The good old Father ſuſpecting ſomething ex- 
raordinary by the Painter's thus capitulating with 
im, promiſed on his Word to pardon him. Which 
totto believing, immediately told him where it 
vas: And attending him to the Place, as ſoon as 
hey were enter'd, he drew a Curtain back, which 
ung before the dead Man on the Croſs, and told 
e Pope what he had done. 
The Holy Father, extremely troubled at ſo in- 
uman and barbarous an Action, repealed his Pro- 


d an exemplary Death. 

Giotto ſeemingly reſigned to the Sentence pro- 
ounced upon him, only begged leave to finiſſi the 
icture before he died; which was granted him. 
the mean while, a Guard was ſet upon him to 
event his Efcape. As ſoon as the Pope had caus'd 
ie Picture to be delivered into his Hands, he takes 
Bruſh, and dipping it into a Sort of Stuff he had 
ady for that . daubs the Picture all over 
th it, ſo that nothing could now be ſeen of the 
rucifix; but it was quite effac'd in all outward 
ppearance. ä 


This made the Pope ſtark mad: He ſtamp'd, 


Ind and rav'd like one in a Frenzy. He ſwors 


ths 


. 


What doſt thou mean by the Original, faid the 


n his own Perſon ? No, replied Giotto, but I'll . 


iſe, and told the Painter he ſhould ſurely be put 
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the Painter ſhould ſuffer the moſt cruel Death thy 


could be invented, unleſs he drew another full x 
good as the former; for if but the leaſt Grace wy 
miſting, he would not pardon him. But if he cou 
roduce an exact Parallel, he would not only git 

im his Life, but an ample Reward in Money. 
The Painter, as he had Reaſon, deſir'd this unde 
the Pope's Signet, that he might not be in Danger 
of a ſecond Repeal : Which was granted him. And 
then he took a wet Sponge, and wiped off all th 
Varniſh, he had daub'd on the Picture. And the 
Crucihx appeared the ſame in all ReſpeRs, as it wall 
before. | 

The Pope, who looked upon this as a great Secret 
being Pe of the Arts which Painters uſe, wa 
raviſh'd at the ſtrange Metamorphoſis. And to «i 
ward the Painter's treble Ingenuity, he abſolv! 
him from all his Sins, and the Puniſhments duet 
them; ordering moreover his Steward to cont 
the Picture all over with Gold, as a farther Gratii 
for the Painter. And, they ſay, this Crucifix! 
+ 3. Original by which the moſt famous Crucihus 
in Europe are drawn. 
T need make no other Reflection on this, th 
that as the ſuppoſed Murder of Jes the Son 
Mary, is the Source of all the Chriſtians Devotios 
ſo. the real Homicide which this Painter commit 
has made it more intenſe and fervent, * by how mu 
the Crucifixes drawn after this Pattern, excel allt 
were ſeen before them, in the tragical Portrait 


aof the martyr'd M:/#as. | 
And for this Reaſon it is, that Painters are! 
ſo. great eſteem among the 7a/;ans, becauſe al. th 
form the Gods which thoſe Infidels adore, It is 
Wonder therefore, that the Chief Head of tis "I 
Church, ſhould ſo eafily abſolve Murder in a H 

er, as a venial Sin, . eſpecially when it is done 
aint u Nun, us the, Jelvits ſay, that, 15, to 
2 Fe: 2 | =. 
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mote Gbd's Glory, as the Pope eaſily perſuaded him- 
ſelf this was; Since Iolatry is the main Engine 
which ſupports the State and Grandeur of the Ro- 
man Court. And all the World knows, that Holy 
ity is a T 77 of Heaven; or at leaſt the crafty 
prieſts would fain repreſent it ſo. 
My Friend, thou and I have ſeen enough of their 
ricks and Holy Frauds in Sicily. Praiſe be to 
od, they had no Power to pervert us. Our Faith 
emains inviolate : We ftill poſſeſs the Integrity of 
u/ulmans, the native Attach we owe to the Pro- 
phet, who was ſent to exterminate Idols. In 2 
Wrord, we adore none but one God, Creator of the 
orlds. May that Incomprehenfible for ever keep 
in the lame Faith and Practice, till the Releaſe of 
or Souls. 5 ä | 
Paris, 13th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 
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LETTER VIII. 
Lubano Abufei Saad, an Egyptian 
. Knight. 


„ 


HIS Court is now at Fontainbleeu, and all ſeems 
to be diſſolved in Joy for the Birth of a Dau- 


the firſt Day of this Moon. There's nothing but 
caſting, Dancing and Revelling on this Account, 
th Bonfires and congratulary Addreſſes. Only the 
uke of Orleans, the King's Brother, has little Rea- 
u to be over merry, ſince he was the next pre- 
mptrve Heir of the Crown, in caſe the King died 
thout Iſſue Male: For the Laws of France ex- 
de a Female from eigne: Vet, this Duke 

- 
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bin. The Queen was'deliver'd of this young Prince - 
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diſſembles his inward Grief, for being thus put by 
his Hope, and appears as joyful as the Father him. 
ſelf. He hugs and admires the Royal Babe, wiſh- 
ing him Health and Long-life in a Compliment, 
whom he really could rather wiſh out of the World; 
or at leaſt that he had never come into, it. 89 
violent are the Temptations to a Croton, ſo ſtrong Bll ® 
the Deſire of Empire, that the Nearneſs of Rel mn 
tion, which endears the reſt of Mortals one to ano. WW 
ther, eſtranges the Hearts of Princes from thoſe Wl £ 
of their own Blood, if they ſtand in the Way of 
their Ambition. And I can aſſure thee, the French U 
do not ſpare to ſay, the Duke of Orleans has enough WF / 
of this Vice to attempt great Things, were not hc. 
Genius over-aw'd by the matchleſs Fortune and Spirit 
of his Brother. | th 
Neither is the King himſelf inſenſible of this; of 
remembring with what Warmth the Duke received 
the flattering Addreſſes of ſome Courtiers, during 
his Brother's dangerous Sickneſs, when the Phy: 
_ - had well-nigh given him over for a dead 
I was acquainted with this Paſſage but lately, by 
O/min the Dwarf, who watches all the Motions d 
this Court. He tells me that the King being inform: 
ed a Rumour was whiſpered among the Grande! 
of his Death, cauſed them all to be ſent for, and 
to pas through his Chamber, whilſt the Curtam 
F his Bed were drawn open, that they might {ec 
their Sovereign alive, tho' in a bad State of Health, 
He ſays moreover, that the true Reaſon why ſe— 
veral Lords of late have been removed from the! 
Offices about the King, is becauſe he reſented il 
the too early and paſſionate Court they made to ths 
Duke of Orleans, on the Report of his Brother! 
Death. Tis natural to all Men to love themſelves 
and to defire the Diſpoſal of their own Affairs. No 
Man would be content to have his Eſtate gie 


a 57 


— 


Vol. VI. a Spy at Parts. 77 
away by his Servants at their own Diſcretion. And 
Svereign Monarchs are the moſt jealous of all Men 
in ſuch Caſes: Particularly, the King of France is 


known to be a Prince very ſenſible of his Honour, 
and ſoon touch'd in that Point, by the leaſt Appear- 


ment in his Neighbours. 

As for the Duke of Orleans, he is a Prince of no 
great Character, either as a Soldier, or a Stateſman: 
Neither has he beerr much talked of in the World, 
till the Beginning of this Year, when he married an 
Engliſh Princels, by Name Henrietta, Daughter to 
the late murder'd King of that Nation. 

We have had another Match here alſo, between 
the late Duke of Orleans's Daughter, and the Prince 
of Tuſcany. Theſe Things occaſion various Diſ- 
courſe among thoſe who pretend to weigh exactly 
the different Intereſts of CHriſtian Courts, eſpecially 
of ſuch as are concerned in the New Alliances. For, 


for Profit and Advantage, to fortify themſelves by 
a cloſer Union with the Houſe to which they are 
allied. Whereas our Zaſtern Princes only indulge 
heir Paſſions in the Choice of their Wives; admit- 
ting none to their Embraces, but the moſt exqui- 
ite Beauties that can be found. And where has 
once pitch their Fancy, they neither regard Riches, 
onour, or any other Recommendation, ſave what 
heir Love ſuggeſts ; being themſelves inexhauſti- 
ble Fountains of Wealth, Nobility and Good For- 
une to all who have the Happineſs to be in their 


then 

1 8 your: | | 

\ the They ſcorn to ſell themſelves, and- proſtitute the 
der Clory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prince, for the 
15 dake of a little Gold, and much more Trouble with 
"No proud Female whom perhaps they never ſaw. 


Let this is the common Practice among the Princes 
! the Nazarene Belief; who conſider not, that in- 
| E 3 


ance of Diſreſpe& in his Subjects, and of Incroach- 


the guns Monarchs here in the We marry only 
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ſtead of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and: 
Friend, they often entertain a Snake, a Traytay, 
an Enemy: Eſpecially if ſhe be a Woman of Wi 
and Intriegue, as moſt of them are. This made the 
now Queen-Mother, the Relict of Zewzis XIII. ul. 
N by her Husband; and the preſent Queen d 
rance is under the like Circumſtances: And it wil 


always be ſo, where Princes match themſelves afte 
this Manner, and cannot debar their Wives fron 


holding a ſecret. Correſpondence with the-Famih 
from which they deſcend, 0 
Aſſuredly, the Ottoman Politicks are the moſt rw ( 
fined and ſecure of any in the World; our Religia } 
moſt holy, and our Morals moſt ſound. Which th 1 
are evident Signs, that God has raiſed up this ſac + 
Empire to ſubdue all the Nations on Earth, an +; 
bring em to the Faith of his Divine Unity. 
. = C 
Paris, 9th of the 11th Moon, Ir 


of the Year 1661. 


LETTER IX. 
To Cara Haly, Phyſician ro the Gra 


mo 


„ Signior. 18 
l Ive . I 
TAM now in my Chamber by a glowing P re 
Þ wanting nothing that can comfort a reaſon Re 
Man : Whilſt I . the Winds whiſtling, an: 
Snow driving upon my Windows, and the hole m; 
Voices of the Watch proclaiming a Night little dit 
cold than that laſting one they feel in the Aral ſpe 
Circle once a Year. Yet I wiſh my ſelf in a Phi no 
or on the Top of ſome high Mountain, where WF Or 
might feel Nature in the moſt rigid of all her : BY 


, 


Vol. VI. a -Spy at PARIS. 79 


mours. I love Variety, and *tis a Pain to be con- 
fined to Pleaſure itfelf, when 'tis all of one Kind, 
or what I am uſed to, | 

'Tis to thee my dear Haly, I owe this Thought, 
when you told me once, as we were walking toge- 
ther in the Cemetery. of Sultan Solyman's Effe, 
That Man is made for all Things. 

I remember the Elegance and Force of Reaſon 
with which you explain'd your Sentiment, upon a 
Loſs which I had then ſuſtained by Shiproreck 3 
comforting. me with this Reflection, That all the 
Gains on Perth ws only Burdens : All the Riches, 
Honours, Pleaſures, and whatſoever is defired by 


Mortals, are but ſo many Clogs to tie us faſter to 


this little narrow Globe, which we are born to 
trample on as our. Footſtool. 

All this is true: But I confider farther, that the 
Occurrences of this Life ought to be received with 
Indifference, and we ſhould be as chearful in a 
Prifon as in a Palace; becauſe nothing can happen 
to us, which was not decreed by Fate. Methinks 
J could go as freely to Torments in a juſt Cauſe, as 
to a ſumptuous Banquet. I could ſmile at the Ma- 
lice of my Perſecutors, and triumph over the vain 


Executioners, when I ſee them ſweat at their inhu- 


man Toil, and yet can never have their Wills of a 


Soul caſt into ſuch a Mould as mine, whatever they + 
may do with my Body. Tho' they excruciate me 


with a thouſand Inventions of Cruelty, tho' they 
reduce me to Aſhes, yet they cannot rob me of my 


Reaſon. * Neither Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor 


any other Inſtrament of barbarous Rage, can hurt 
my Thoughts. I ſhall ſtill have the Power of Me- 
ditating, in ſpite of them all: And I eſteem that the 
ſpecifick Happineſs of a rational Creature. There's 


ho ſuch Thing as Pleaſure or Pain, but what our 
Opinion makes ſo. I have try'd to handle Fire; 


Tve graſped hot burning Coals in the Palm of my 


E 4. Hand 
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, ſtead of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and: 
Friend, they often entertain a Snake, a Traytoy, 
an Enemy: Eſpecially if ſhe be a Woman of Wi 

and Intriegue, as moſt of them are. This made the 
now Queen-Mother, the Relict of Lewis XIII. ful +, 
xe&ed by her Husband ; and the preſent Queen uM + 
rance is under the like Circumſtances : And it wil 
always be ſo, where Princes match themſelves aſte 
this Manner, and cannot debar their Wives fron 
holding a ſecret. Correſpondence with the Fami 

[ from which they deſcend, _ 

i} Aſſuredly, the Oztoman Politicks are the moſt u 
fined and ſecure of any in the World; our Religia 
moſt holy, and our Morals moſt ſound. Which thre: 
are evident Signs, that God has raiſed up this facrd 
Empire to ſubdue all the Nations on Earth, ati 
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bring em to the Faith of his Divine Unity. 
i 0 
Paris, 2 of the 11th Moon, In 
of the Year 1661. Pr 
88 | | ko 
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LETTER IX. ho 
. 3 | 1 
To Cara Haly, Phyſician to the Gru Ws 
- I b. | 0 
eg Signior. ma 
| - wi 
TAM now in my Chamber by a glowing F re: 
1 wanting nothing that can comfort a reaſon Re 
Man: Whilſt I hear the Winds whiſtling, US an; 
Snow driving upon my Windows, and the hol m; 
Voices of the Watch proclaiming a Night little dit 
cold than that laſting one they feel in the Aral ſpe 
Circle once a Year. Yet I wiſh my {elf in a Pl 10 
or on the Top of ſome high Mountain, where Op 
might feel Nature in the moſt rigid of all her H I's 
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mours. I love Variety, and 'tis a Pain to be con- 
fined to Pleaſure itfelf, when *tis all of one Kind, 
or what I am uſed to, 

'Tis to thee my dear Haly, IT owe this Thought, 
when you told me once, as we were walking toge- 
ther in the Cemetery of Sultan Solyman's Moſque, 
That Man is made for all Things. 

I remember the Elegance and Force of Reaſon. 
with which you explain'd your Sentiment, upon a 
Loſs which I had then ſuſtained by Shiproreck 3 
mips, © me with this Reflection, That all the 
Gains on Earth are only Burdens: All the Riches, 
Honours, Pleaſures, and whatſoever is deſired by 


Mortals, are but ſo many Clogs to tie us faſter to 


this little narrow Globe, which we are born ta 
trample on as our Footſtool. 

All this is true: But I confider farther, that the 
Occurrences of this Life ought to be received with 
Indifference,, and we ſhould be as chearful in a 
Prifon as in a Palace; becauſe nothing can happen 
to us, which was not decreed by Fate. Methinks 
]. could go as freely to Torments in a juſt Cauſe, as 
to a ſumptuous Banquet. I could ſmile at the Ma- 
lice of my Perſecutors, and triumph over the vain 
Executioners, when I ſee them ſweat at their inhu- 
man Toil, and yet can never have their Wills of a 
Soul caſt into ſuch a Mould as mine, whatever they - 
may do with my Body. Tho' they excruciate me - 
with a thouſand Inventions of Cruelty, tho' they 
reduce me to Aſhes, yet they cannot rob me of my 
Reaſon. ' Neither Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor 
any other Inſtrament of barbarous Rage, can hurt 
my Thoughts. I ſhall ſtill have the Power of Me- 
ditating, in ſpite of them all : And I eſteem that the 
ſpecifick Happineſs of a rational Creature. There's 
ho ſuch Thing as Pleaſare or Pain, but what our 
Opinion makes ſo. I have try'd to handle Fire; 
P've graſped hot burning Coals in the Palm of my 

'E 4 | Hand 
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Hand with which I now write. The devouring 
Element ſoon faſten'd on my Skin; and eat its Way 
through into my Fleſh, whilſt I was buſy in con- 
templating its Nature and Effects, without being 
concern'd in any Senſe of Pain. I kept a tight Rein, 
and curb'd my Soul: I he'd it within Compaſs, and 
would not ſuffer it to winch, or laſh, or flounce 
out of itſelf, or deſcend into my Body, to reſcue 
the Part affected, or be concerned at its Grievance, 
But when I reflected on the Inconveniences that 
might follow, and that it would hinder me from 
ſerving the Grand Signior and my Friends, I threw 
the Coals away, well ſatisfy'd that I had made the 
Experiment without prejudicing my Reaſon, or fall- 
ing into any Paſſion unbecoming a Man. ; 
take as much Pleaſure in Faſting, as in Eating 

or Drinking ; in Labour as in Reſt 3 in Watching 
as in Sleep. There's no Exceſs or Contrariety in 
Nature, which does notafford me as much Delight 
as Mediocrity, or the Golden Mean itſelf. I find a 
Guſt in every Thing that happens to me. And 
this I take to be the proper Part of a Mufſulman, or 
of one refign'd to Gol. | , 

Vet this hinders me not from buſtling in the 
World, and proſecuting my Buſineſs with Alacri- 
ty and ſome Eagerneſs. We are born for Action, 
and not only for Thought. "Tis a mix'd Life we 
are to lead on Earth. But when I fail of my End 
or defir'd Succeſs in any Undertaking, I am not 
troubled, confidering I was born to encounter Evil 
as well as Good in this mortal State. 

In all that I have faid, I do not pretend to the ce- 
lebrated Apathy of the Stoicks. I feel Pleaſure and 
Pain from the ſame Objects which thus affect other 
Men: But I feel 'em with Indifference, not ſuffer- 
ing my Underſtanding and Judgment to participats 
with my Paſſion and Senſe, _- 
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or 
I have perceiv'd my ſelf ſometimes in Agonies, 
which I thought exactly anſwered the Character 
of thoſe which dying Perſons feel. And I believe 
they were in a Degree the ity! Gran : Yet I found, 
no panick Fears upon me, no Dread of that amazing 
Change: But rather certain blooming Hopes, young, 
tender, ſpringing Joys, ariſing from the Thoughts 
of a new tif the unavoidable Effect of that Which 
we call Death, wherein I promiſed my ſelf the Plea- 
ſure of freſh Enjoyments and Diverſions, to which 
I was wholly then a Stranger. 
If thou thinkeſt this too extravagant, and that 
Death is not a proper Object of our Wiſhes, yet thou 
wilt at leaſt acknowledge, that it may furniſh us 
with ſufficient Arguments of Content and Acqui- 
eſcence, ſince no Man can avoid it, and it is ſure to 
entertain us with Novelties which we never were 
acquainted with before, which recommends it under 
a very defirable Figure, becauſe human Nature per- 
petually covets new Things. | | 
I have ſeen Perſons condemned to Death here in 
Paris, who have been offered Life on certain Con- 
ditions not agreeing with their Humour ; yet have 
refuſed it, and rather choſe Death which they knew 
would free em at once from all their preſent Trou- 


bles. And thou know'ſt with what Reſignation our 


Greateſt Ba//a's ſubmit their Necks to the Executi- 


oners, when the Grand Signior thinks fit to call for 


their Lives. All that they reply to the Fata/ Mandate, 
is, The Will of my Sovereign Lord be done. They 
at once gather up all the Strength of their ſcattered 
Reaſon, and ſhrink their dilated Su, to a Point. 
Then with a redoubled Force, they ſhake of their 
Inclinations to Honours, Riches, and the Pleaſures 
of this Life, as a Man.rowzes from a long Dream 
or Trance. With Smiles, and a profound Submiſ- 
hon they kiſs the Royal Firme, being awaken'd to the 
Thoughts of more I nn and Serene Joys than 
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Obedience and Peace: Since they are to be eſteem'd 


Field of the Sacred Combat, in the War for our 


be valu'd by him that enjoys it, than all the Laugh: 


this, groſs Earth affords, even to the ineffable Plea- 
ſures of Eden, the ſure Reward of thoſe that die in 


Martyrs, as well as thoſe who meet Death in the 


Holy Faith. 
Oh] that it were my Lot thus to expire in Ho- 
nour, to have my laſt Breath mixed with the devout 
Aſpirations and Suffrages of True Believers, that ſo 
8 Example might edify others, and the public 
Character of an untainted Loyalty might benefit my 
ſelf: Whilſt Fame eee it before my Arrivalat 
the inviſible Regions, to prepare the Ghoſts of Jul 
Men to bid me welcome, and give me a kind Recep. 
tion, who am yet wholly a Stranger in thoſe Parts f 
the World: For Death it ſelf cannot baniſh me out 
of the Univerſe. And there's my laſt Comfort. 
Thou, my dear Phyſician, wilt conclude, I'm Me- 
lancholy by this kind of Diſcourſe. But I tell thee, 
tis only another Way of expreſſing the ſecret Plex 
ſure and Tranquility of my Soul, which is more to 


ter and extravagant Mirth in the World. Theſe on- 
ruffle our Paſſions, and raiſe a duſt in our Eyes: 
hereas the other.compoſe and purify our Reaſon, 
giving us a conſtant Proſpect of Things paſt, preſent, 
and to come. So that we can never be at a Lob, 
but always ready equipp'd for the worſt Continget- 
cies. Hali, Adieu. wk | 
Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 


LET: 
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LETTER X. 
To the ſame. 


"He Court of France in all Things endeavours to 
imitate the ancient Grandeur of the Roman Em- 
perors, and their Policy. As they had their Amphi-- 
theatres, whereon were exhibited all Sorts of Shews 
and Spectacles to divert the People in Time of Peace; 
ſo have theſe their Theatres whereon, according to 
the more acceptable Mode of the preſent Age, are 
repreſented the various Kinds of Vertne and, Vice; 
Men's Follies, and Perfections; modern Humours, 


and the ancient Morality ; Intrigues of Love, and of 


State; ſurprizing Actions of War, and the ſubtle O- 
vertures of Peace; the Ty ranny of Sovereigns, and 
Rebellion of Subjects. In fine, whatſoever is treated 
of in Books, is here acted to the Life on the Stage, 
and with ſo much Advantage of Sceres, Interludes, 
Muſick, Dances, Language, Wit, Humour, and 
the like charming Circumſtances, that a Man at 
ſome Hours cannot better paſs away his Time, 
than in being preſent at theſe Entertainments. 
Where all that he has read, either in ancient or mo- 
dern Hiſtory, deſerving Remark, ſhall be ſucceſſive- 
ly preſented to his View, as efficaciouſly as if the 
Perſons were now living, and in preſence, whoſe 
Actions each Play deſcribes. 

There you ſhall be introduced as it were, into 
the Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus; Vou ſhall! 
accompany Alexander the Great in his Expeditions 


through Aa: You ſhall ſee him die of Poyſon at 


Babylon, and the Macedonian Empire cantonized a- 
mong his Officers: You ſhall behold all the Raman 
Ceſars in their Riſe and Fall: With whatſoever Par- 


ticularities were obſervable in this or any other 


rnown'd Monarchy on Earth; not excluding _ 


1 


Field of the Sacred Combat, in the War for our 


cies. Hali, Adieu. 
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this, groſs Earth affords, even to the ineffable Plea 
ſures of Eden, the ſure Reward of thoſe that die in 
Obedience and Peace: Since they are to be eſteem'd 
Martyrs, as well as thoſe who meet Death in the 


Holy Faith. 
Oh] that it were my Lot thus to expire in Ho- 
nour, to have my laſt Breath mixed with the devout 
Aſpirations and Suffrages of True Believers, that ſo 
my Example might edify others, and the publick 
Character of an untainted Loyalty might benefit my 
ſelf: Whilſt Fame 8 it before my Arrivalat 
the inviſible Regions, to prepare the Ghoſts of Jul 
Men to bid me welcome, and give mea kind Recep. 
tion, who am yet wholly a Stranger in thoſe Partsof 
the World: For Death it ſelf cannot baniſh me out 
of the Univerſe. And there's my laſt Comfort. 
Thou, my dear Phyſician, wilt conclude, I'm Me- 
lancholy by this kind of Diſcourſe. But I tell thee, 
*tisonly another Way of expreſſing the ſecret Plex 
ſure and Tranquility of my Soul, which is more to 
be valu'd by him that enjoys it, than all the Laugh- 
ter and extravagant Mirth. in the World. Theſe on- 
ruffle our Paſhons, and raiſe a duſt in our Eyes: 
hereas the other.compoſe and purify our Reaſon, 
giving us a conſtant Proſpect of Things paſt, preſent, 
and to come. So that we can never be at a Lol 


but always ready equipp'd for the worſt Continget 


* 


Paris, 1675 of the 12th Moon, 
ile Hear 1661. 
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LETTER X. 
To the ſame. 


"He Court of France in all Things endeavours to 
imitate the ancient Grandeur of the Roman Em- 
perors, and their Policy. As they had their Amphi-- 
theatres, whereon were exhibited all Sorts of Shews 
and Spectacles to divert the People in Time of Peace; 
ſo have theſe their Theatres whereon, according to 
the more acceptable Mode of the preſent Age, are: 
repreſented the various Kinds of Vertne and Vice; 
Men's Follies, and Perfections; modern Humours, 


and the ancient Morality ; Intrigues of Love, and of 


State; ſurprizing Actions of War, and the ſubtle O- 
vertures of Peace; the Tyranny of Sovereigns, and 
Rebellion of Subjects. In fine, whatſoever is treated 
of in Books, is here ated to the Life on the Stage, 
and with ſo much Advantage of Sceres, Interludes, 
Muſick, Dances, Language, Wit, Humour, and! 
the like charming Circumſtances, that a Man at 
ſome Hours cannot better paſs away his Time, 
than in being preſent at theſe Entertainments. . 
Where all that he has read, either in ancient or mo- 
dern Hiftory, deſerving Remark, ſhall be ſucceſſive- 
ly preſented to his View, as efficaciouſly as if the 
Perſons were now living, and in preſence, . whoſe: 
Actions each Play deſcribes. 

There you ſhall be introduced as it were, into 
the Court and Campof the Grand Cyrus; You ſhall! 
accompany Alexander the Great in his Expeditions 


through Aa: You ſhall ſee him die of Poyſon at 


Babylon, and the Macedonian Empire cantonized a- 
mong his Officers: You ſhall behold all the Raman 
Ca ſars in their Riſe and Fall: With whatſoever Par- 


ticularities were obſervable in this or any other 


renown'd Monarchy on Earth; not excluding or 


. — wa mY — — — 
- — . IIS - — IE 2 
d 7 * 3 = — 
2 — 2 — ag 
* 53 ET a _ - - — T7 * 
. E - — 
.... — F a 22. — 
4 


— - > — AE AW = = P>3 WoL 
* 3 —ͤ— — — ao —— 2 


, 
TT 
1. 
þ 
1 
9 
th 
'F 
4 
"1 

| 
{7 
1 
1 
1 
TH 
4 
jy 
. T3 
3% 
* 
1. 


— — — 


— — — — — 22 — 


84 . -- Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
laſt and moſt univerſal Empire of the Ottomans. For 
theſe Infidels preſume to act o'er again, the Part 
of Tamerlane, and lead about in Dramatick Tri. 
0 the encaged, yet ſtill invincible Bajazet. 
In Habits,” which only become the deſtin'd Conque- 
xors of the World, - theſe Slaves dare perſonate the 
Glorious Solyman, Mahomet the Great, the Victo- 
rious Selim, and even Amurat himſelf, the ſtouteſt 
Emperor that ever reigned : I mean, the Uncle of 
our preſent Sovereign. 
- Beſides true Hiſtory thus repreſented, the Specta- 
tors are ſometimes diverted with fabulous Entries of 
_ God's, Ny mphs, Fauns, Satyrs, Muſes, Graces, Monſters, 
and whatſoever we find in the ancient Poets. 
Fhere you ſhall ſee Prometheus fetching fire from 
Heaven, to give Life to his Man of Clay ; Lycam 
transſormed into a Wolf, for his inhoſpitable Car- 
rage to Jupiter; Ganymede ſnatched WP into Heaven 
by an Eagle, and made Jupiter's Cup-bearer, for his 
fingular _ It is pleaſant alſo to ſee. Phrixu;, 
with his Siſter Helle, ſwimming o'er the Helle/pont cn 
the Back of a Ram, with a' Golden Fleece; whillt 
ſhe for Fear, falls off, and is drowned : And from her 
Name (Helle) that Sea is ſuppoſed to be ſo called. 
In the mean while, Phrixus ſwims forward, and 
arrives at Cole his, where he ſacrifices the Ram, and 
hangs the Golden Fleece up in che Temple; which 
was afterwards ſtole away by Jaſon and his Arge. 
nauts. It is equally diverting, to ſee the Artifice of 
the Scenes — Machines, which repreſent Z7upiter 
transforming himſelf into a Show'r of Gold, and {lo 
deſcending into Danae's Lap, when he begets Per/c- 
x5 on her, who ſubdued the Gorgeous, and with Me 
| duſa's Head turned the Czphen Nobles into Statues: 
| In a word, all the .ingenious Fictions of Orpheus, 
Homer, Heficd, Ovid, and the reſt of the Greek and Foc 
' Roman Poets, are here tranſlated, not ſo muck 
from one Language to another, as Tom: Nees to = 
" 48 | * : jon, * 
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Actions, and from dead, inanimate Characters, to 
living Figures of the Things themſelves, For theſe 
Sort of Plays are ated by Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, culled out and educated for that Purpoſe 3 
and the Managers are at a vait Charge, for Va- 
riety of proper Scenes and Drefle; for every Occa- 
ſion ; each Actor being exactly 1 according 
to the different Quality of Perſons repreſented ; 
and the Mode of the Age and Country wherein 
they lived. N : 

Theſe Sort of Divertiſements are very agreeable 
both to the Court and City. The King takes great 
Delight in them, * in Ballets and Paſtorals, 
which conſiſt chiefly of good Songs and Dances, 
mixed with bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques, 
repreſenting Monſters and Devils, as the Chriſtians : 
uſually deſeribe em. 

But there was lately a Check given to their Sport, 
by an Accident which has ſurpriz'd all People that | 
hear of it, and has puzzled the moſt intelligent = 
Heads to give an Account of ſo ſtrange an Occur- 
rence. | | 

On the 19th of this Moon, the King and the 
whole Court were preſent at a Ballet, repreſenting 
the Grandeur of the French Monarchy. About the 
Middle of the Entertainment, there was an Antique 
Dance perform'd. by twelve Maſqueraders, in the 
ſuppos'd Forms of Demons. But before they had 
advanc'd far in their Dance, they found an Interloper 
among'ſt em, who by increaſing the Number to 
Thirteen, put them quite out of their Meaſures 
For they practiſe every Step and Motion before- 
hand, till they are perfect. Being abaſh'd there- 
tore at the unavoidable Blunders the Thirteenth 
Antique made em commit, they ſtood . ſtill like 
Fools, gazing at ofie another: None daring to un- 
mask, or ſpeak a Word; for that would have put 
al the Spectators into a Diſorder nd Copfalion," 
4 ! ard ts 
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Cardinal Mazarini (who was the chief Contriver of 


theſe Entertainments, to divert the King from more 


ſerious Thoughts) ſtood cloſe by the young Monarch, 
with the Scheme of the Ballet in his Hand. Know- 
ing therefore that this Dance was to conſiſt but of 
Twelve Antiques, and taking Notice that there 
were actually "Thirteen, at firſt imputed it to ſome 
Miſtake. But afterwards, when he perceived the 
Confuſion of the Dancers, and that they could not 

oceed, he made a more narrow Enquiry into 
the Cauſe of this Diſorder. To be brief, they con- 
vinc'd the Cardinal, that it could be no Error of 
theirs, by a Kind of Demonſtration. in that Gy 

c 


Had but twelve Antique Dreſſes of that Sort, whi 


were made on purpoſe for this particular Ballet; 
whereas the thirteenth Dancer was diſguis'd after 
the ſame Manner. Therefore they concluded, that 
either the Devil or ſome Body elſe, had put a Trick 
on them. That which e it ſeem the greater 
Myſtery was, that when they came behind the 
Secnes to uncaſe, and examine the Matter, they 
found but twelve Antiques, whereas on the Stage 
there-were thirteen. e 


The preciſer fort of Bigots gave it out for certain, 


That the Devil was amongſt em: Whilſt others 
more probably ay, 'twas only ſome envious or am- 
bitious Dancing-Maſter, who was either reſolv'd to 
be reveng'd for not being one of the Twelve, or 
defign'd to ſhew his Parts Incognito againſt another 
Opportunity, and in the Interin, ſet the Court a 
wond'ring at his ſingular Skill and Dexterity : For 
ii was obſerv'd, that one of the thirteen far ſur- 
paſs'd all the reſt, and did things to a Miracle. 

Be it how it will, it has brought to Memory 3 
Paſſage that happen'd on the like Occafton at a 


Town not far from Paris, about eighteen Years 


go, yet was not half ſo much talk'd of then, as 


. which was the Reaſon, I took * 


! 
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of it in any of my Letters. But now they are big 
with it: Tis the general Diſcourſe of all Compa 

nies who make Compariſons of that Event with 
this. Perhaps twill not be unpleaſant to thee to 

know it. | e 

In i oh Year 1644, toward the latter End, a Com- 
pany of Stage-Players. were at a Place call'd Vitry, 

entertaining the People with Comedies; but there 
happen'd ſomething really tragical to one of the 
Afors. This Man was to perform the Part of one 

Dead, and then he was to revive again by Magick. 
He acted his Part too truly, and baffled the Necro- 
manter's Art. For when he touch'd him with his 
Taliſman, as the Rules of the Play requir'd, in or- 

der to his Reſurrectian, the inanimate Trunk could 
not Obey. The Man was Dead indeed. | 

Whether he overſtrain'd himſelf in imitating the 
ſilent, ſtill, and irrecoverable Privations of that 
paſhve State, and gave his ſlippery Sou! a ſtrong 
Temptation, with a fair Opportunity to eſcape its 
Bonds; or whether Heaven had a particular Hand 
in ſo remarkable a Cataſtrophe, I will not preſume © 
to divine. But this and the other Occurrence, has 
put the People quite out of Conceit with P/ays. 

Sage Hali, remember the Arabian Proverb, which 
lays, Tis not good to Feſt with God, Death, or the De- 
vil. For the Firſt neither can, nor will be moct'd; 
the Second mocks all Men, one Time or other; and the 
Third puts an. eternal Sarcaſm on thoſe that are tos 
familiar with him. 


Paris, 30th of the YT. Moon, 
of the Near 1662. 
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LETTER XI. 0 

20 Dgnet Oglou. 9 

' At 
OD unravel my Soul, reverſe my Faculties, C. 
turn my Nature infide out, make me a Mon- Wh pl: 

ſter of a new Predicament, or annihilate me, which 
he pleaſes, if I am not true to my Truſt; yet the . 
Miniſters of the Port ſuſpect me. F the 
By the Thoughts of Mabemet our holy Lawgiver, che 
whilſt he was climbing the boundleſs Heights of “ 
the Firmament, I've a Heart like the Roman Curtiu Re 
who bravely 2 into the fathomleſs 46% to fave Phe 
his Country from Ruin. They miſtake Aſ->:zut, Wi for; 
who think he'll be pimp'd out of his Loyalty by BWW: 
- Frowns or Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or wh 
Tortures. I'd run the Riſque of Damnation it ſelf to I! 
ſerve my Sovereign, or to do any Thing becoming 
Man of Honour, Yet my Superiors uſe me like 2 Who: 
Villain or a Traytor. Their Letters are full of Re- rep 
proaches and Threatnings, as if T were not worthy M. 
to live. "Tis ſtrange to me, whence all this Malice n. 
ſhould proceed; and that after I have done and fuf- el 
fer'd all that could be expected from a Maia n er 
my Poſt, to demonſtrate my incorruptible Fidelity en 
to the Grand Signer, I ſhould ſtill be perſecuted bert 
as a Neher, and Enemy to the Ottoman Intereſt. I 
know not what to think of it. | 81 
If I have done any thing which deſerves Death Ne 
or Impriſonment, why do not they ſend for me le. 
Conflantinople, and execute Juſtice on me? Or if 1 hs 
am not thought fit to continue any longer in this de 
Poſt, why do they not call for my Commiſſion, and th 
give it ſome Body better qualify'd ? Either of the F< 
would be a merciful Proceeding, compar'd with the B 
more cruel and ignominious W. * 


ay they have 


* 


» * 


Vol. VI. a Fey at Pax TS. 89 


ed to murther me: For, now they put me to a 
lingring Death, by continually corroding and waſt- 
ing the Peace of my Soul, Which is my Life, with 
Contempts and Reproaches. 2 
am not at all troubled when they tax me with 
Atheiſm, or ſay, Tm a Ky/f1baſchi, a Libertine, a 
Criſtian, a Heathen Philoſopher ; or when they are 


l pleas d to make à Monſter of me, a Mungrel Galli- 
. naufry, a walking Hotpotch, compounded of Ter, 
ert, Nazarene, and Epicure. In loading me with 
theſe opprobrious Titles, they rank me with ſome of 
. the greateſt Mortals, and engage even our Haly Pro- 
tet himſelſ to eſpouſe my Cauſe, and vindicate my 
i; WT Reputation ; fince he is in theſe very Terms bal. 
e phem'd by the Followers of Fe/ſus : Thoſe Iaſ deli 
, Wh forgetting that their own Mezftas was after the like 
y WW <pner traduc'd by the Ferws, who call'd him [mpg- 
, Magician, Heretict, Devil, and I know not what. 


This has been the Lot of all holy Men and Prophets, 
to de envy'd and afpers'd by the Grandees of the Na- 
tion and Age wherein they liv'd: Becauſe they boldly 
reprov'd their Vices, and taught them the ſincere 


wy WR Maxims of Virtue both by Word and Example. 
And though I have not Vanity enough to liſt my 
of. elf in the Number of Prophets, or perfect Men ; 
in et 1 have reaſon to conclude, that all this Perſecu- 


ty ion is rais'd againſt me, on the Account of the Li- 
= I take to reprehend the Errors and Failings of 
thoſe who are Slaves to the Gran Signior as well 
as I: Tho' I have been commanded to do this by the 
moſt Au Miniſter of the Empire. But great 
len in Power love not to be told of their Faults. 
hey wou'd live Arbitrary as Sovereigns, without 


ase leaſt Check or Controul. They will rather che- 
od WF" a thouſand Flatterers and Sycophants, than ſuffer 
eſe ne Diegencs to live. 

the But that which vexes me mo is, that they 
gt 


$ance upon me in ſome Expreſſions, as if I o_ 


* —— — — — 


— — 
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had I not given my Reſentments this Vent, and that 


E EV have a Proverb here in the Weſt, whic 


\ Retainer to the Clergy, 


inſinuate into their Acquaintance; and to tell ti 
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falſe to the Truſt which is repos'd in me. A Crime 
for which I ever had an invincible Abhorrenre, and 
which wou'd ſooner tempt me a thouſand Times to 
die, than to be once guilty of it. Thou know'ſt ny 
Temper, and I need fay no more. 4 

I ſhou'd have burſt with Grief and Indignation, 


to a Friend who, by knowing my Affliction, tales 
one Half of it for his own Share, and fo I'm eas'd. 


Paris, 2d of the 4th Moon, 
* of the Year 1662. 


th. ts. —_—_ I | 
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ETER XII. 
2 Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preach 
We to the Seraglio. 
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ſays, All is not Gold that glifters. And tis n 
quently: verify'd in their own Priefts, who are ger 
rally the greateſt Hypocrites in the World. | 

had not been long in this City, before J ſent! 
Letter to Bedredin, Superior of the Derviſes of Cig 
in Votalla, whoſe Soul is now with Gop ; where! 
J gave him an Account of the Converſe I once hu 
with a Jeſuit. For, pretending © be a Student alt 
cou'd not avoid the Col 

ny of Ecclefiaſticks ; beſides, it was my Intereſt! 


Truth, I have made it a great Part of my Buſineſs 
| > a Familiarity with Prieſts and Derviles, ever find 
came hither. : f 
There was abundance of Reaſon for this, on {ent 
ral Accounts. For I improv'd my ſelf much by ti 
Society of thoſe amongſt them that are learn! 


j 


Vol. VI. a Spy at 2427 91 


and I edify'd not a little by the very Ignorance and 
Follies of others. From ſome I ſqueez'd out Se- 
crets of State, and the Deſigns of Cabals: By others 
I penetrated into the myſterious Vices of their own 
Order. In a word, all of them taught me ſome» 
thing or other which I knew not before; and I ne- 
ver had occaſion to repent of keeping them Com- 


Friar or two in this City, who were Perſons of Can- 
dor and Learning : But, now they are dead. Be- 
fides, I have had no ſmall Intimacy with Cardinal 
a Richlieu, and his Succeſſor Mazarini. I tell thee, 
— WT if 1 had not coveted the Friendſhip of theſe Princely 
Prieſts, yet it had been impoſſible to eſcape their 
Knowledge, as obſcure a Figure as I make. For, 
it was their conſtant Practice, thus to ſeek out all 
the Strangers and Travellers in this City, under 
2 of that great Regard they had for Men of 
erit; but in reality, to pump out of them Foreign 
ecrets. 8 Lcd * 
Cardinal Richlieu profeſs'd a great Kindneſs to 
me, becauſe I had been at Conffantinople, and in other 
Parts of the Grand Signior's Dominions. He ſeem'd 
alſo to value me not a little for my Skill in inter- 


the Za. What he thought of me in's Heart, I can- 
not divine; but I have reaſon to think, he ſuſpect- 


ver ſearch'd for the main Proof, the Mark of Cir- 
cumciſion. Perhaps, twas an Effect of his good 
Nature, as being loth to ruin me irrecoverably. 
But, J rather aſcribe it to Providence, which wou'd 
not ſuffer him, it may be, to make ſo fatal a Re- 
flettion: Vet, by his Order ſome Years ago, I was 
impriſon'd for fix Mont. What the Meaning 
on't was, I could never dive into. But I had a. 
lirewd Jealouſy of a certain. Tanſilvanian Reſident 


pany. a 
| I contraſted a particular Friendſhip with an honeſt 


preting Greek, Sclavonick, and other Languages of 


ed me for a Myſulman. And yet I wonder he ne- 


—_— 
— 
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had I not given my Reſentments this Vent, and that 


one Half of it for his own Share, and ſo I'm eas'd. 


Society of thoſe amongſt them that are learnel 
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falſe to the Truſt which is repos'd in me. A Crime Ml + 


for which I ever had an invincible Abhorrenre, ati 
which wou'd ſooner tempt me a thouſand Times to 
die, than to be once guilty of it. Thou know'ſt ny 
"Temper, and I need fay no more. | 

I ſhou'd have burſt with Grief and Indignation, 


to a Friend who, by knowing my Affliction, take, 


Paris, 24 of the 4th Moon, 
Y of the Year 1662. 


_ b. 1 ks — 
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LETTER XII. 


2 Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preackelfif * 
+ Se to the Seraglio. p 
T*HEY have a Proverb here in the Vg, hid Se 
; ſays, All is tot Gold that glifters. And tis fre 
quently: verify'd in their own Prieſts, who are get P. 
rally the greateſt Hypocrites in the World. 1 
Ro 1 had not been long in this City, before I ſent ln 
Letter to Bedredin, Superior of the Derviſes of Coy » 
in Notaliz, whoſe Soul is now with God ; where 0 
I gave him an Account of the Converſe I once h 
with a Jeſuit. For, prefending i be a Student ani © 
Retainer to the Clergy, I cou'd not avoid the Coe 
ny of Eccleſiaſticks; beſides, it was my Interelt! N. 
inſinuate into their Acquaintance; and to tell ti Bu 
Truth, I have made it a great Part of my Bufinel: u 
| gain a Familiarity with Prieſts and Derviſes, ever {i * 
came hither. . : ; 
Tuhere was abundance of Reaſon for this, on ſera 
ral Accounts. For I improv'd my ſelf much by t ihr: 
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and I edify'd not a little by the very Ignorance and 


7 Follies of others. From ſome I ſqueez'd out Se- 
1 WM cr<ts of State, and the Deſigns of Cabals: By others 
my I penetrated into the myſterious Vices of their own 


Order. In a word, all of them taught me ſome» 
thing or other which I knew not before; and I ne- 
ver had occaſion to repent of keeping them Com- 


n 


Friar or two in this City, who were Perſons of Can- 
dor and Learning : But, now they are dead. Be- 
fides, I have had no ſmall Intimacy with Cardinal 
| Richlieu, and his Succeſſor Mazarini. I tell thee, 
i 1 had not coveted the Friendſhip of theſe Princely 
Prieſts, yet it had been impoſſible to eſcape their 
Knowledge, as obſcure a Figure as I make. For, 
it was their conſtant Practice, thus to ſeek out all 


tence of that t Regard they had for Men of 

: erit; . to pump out of them Foreign 
ecrets. 5 8 _ 

Cardinal Richlieu profeſs'd a great Kindneſs to 

me, becauſe I had been at Conftantinople, and in other 

Parts of the Grand Signior's Dominions. He ſeem'd 

alſo to value me not a little for my Skill in inter- 


the Eat. What he thought of me in's Heart, I can- 
not divine; but I have reaſon to think, he ſuſj 


ver ſearch'd for the main Proof, the Mark of Cir- 
cumcifion. Perhaps, twas an Effect of his good 
Nature, as being loth to ruin me irrecoverably. 
But, I rather aſcribe it to Providence, which wou'd 
not ſuffer him, it may be, to make ſo fatal a Re- 
fleftion: Yet, by his Order ſome: Years ago, I was: 
impriſon'd for fix Mon-. What the Meaning 
on't was, I could never dive into. But I had a 
tirewd Jealouſy of a certain. Tranſilvanian Reſident: 
ati 


+ 


pany 
[ I contracted a particular Friendſhip with an honeſt 


the Strangers and Travellers in this City, under 


preting Greet, Sclavonick, and other Languages of 


ed me for a Mauſſulman. And yet I wonder he ne- 
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at this Court, who perhaps might do me ſome i! 
Offices. The World's like a Lottery, wherein we 
muſt expect to meet with many unlucky Chances. 

By what I have ſaid, thou wilt eaſily perceive; 91 
that tho? the Prieſts make a fair Semblance of Piety, , 
Mortification, and other Religious Virtues, yet they 


are great Buſy-bodies, and wholly taken up in ſceu- Wc. 
lar Affairs. | | 
Tf this were the worſt Character they deſerve, they 
might paſs for very good Men, and neceſſary In- 
ſtruments of the publick Welfare: Becauſe, they 
have the Tutelage and Guardianſhip of all Mens 
Conſciences; they form 'em in their Youth, and 
| 83 'em in their ripeſt Years. Beſides, they 
have many Advantages of ſtudying the Politicks, 
more than other Men, as being all educated in the 

Academies, where if they be not very dull, they can- 
not fail of becoming good Hiſtorians, and indiffe 
rent Stateſmen, For, their Libraries abound with all 
manner of antient and modern Writers, and their 
Converſation is generally refin'd and pregnant in 
Intrigues. & By 5 | 
But they corrupt their Learning with falſe Maxim 
which they borrow from an intolerable Pride and 

Senſuality; perſuading themſelves, that they art 
as far above other Men, that is, the Lait), as 
thoſe are above the Beats; that Go p has be: 
flow'd on them a Dignity ſuperior to that of the 
greateſt Temporal Monarchs; and, in fine, that this 

Earth is a Paradiſe, and themſelves the Gods and 
Lords of it. 

When I ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene Priol. 
underſtand me not without Reſtriction. There are 
ſome good and holy Men amongſt them, Perſons of 
unblemiſh'd Manners, and incorrupt Sincerity. But, 
theſe are very rare; and the French Prieſts are eſteem'l A 
the molt ſincere of any within the Pale of the N. Tir 
nan Churth, | 5 k 
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As for the Italian Clergy, they are meer Liber- 
tines; the moſt debauch'd and profligate Fellows in 
the World | 

Adonai the Few, a late * Agent of the Grand 
Sig nior, who had travell'd up and down thro' all 
Italy, and reſided a conſiderable Time in the chief 
Cities and 'Towns of Note, made many curious Ob- 
ſervations and Remarks on the Lives of the Prieſts, 
which he ſet down in his Journal. This I have by 
me now, it being ſent me, according to my Deſire, 
after his Death by Zeidi Alamanzi, his Succeſſor in 
that Station, who is at preſent at Venice. 

I have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with no 
{mall Pleatare ; and believe *twill not be unwel- 
come to thee, to give thee an Abſtract of what he 
lays. 

It is poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome Things, and 
deliver himſelf too partially in others, out of the na- 
tural and inherent Averſion the Jetos have for the 
Chriſtians. But thou wilt find, that in the Main, 
he inſiſts only on ſuch Reflections as it becomes any 
Man to make, who bas the leaſt Spark of common 
i Morality and Reaſon. 

In the firſt place, he finds Fault with the Eccleſi- 
aſticks, in that they abſtain from Marriage them- 
ſelves, yet recommend that State to the Laity as a 
very holy Sacrament and Myſtery of Religion : Whilſt 
they indulge themſelves at the ſame time in all 
manner of Laſcivioulneſs; wallowing in Fornica- 
tion, Adultery, Inceſt, and Sodomy it ſelf. He 
lays, there is hardly one Prieſt in Ten, who does 
not keep two or three Harlots; and the moſt Re- 


of cluſe Derviſes, are either Pimps to other Mens 
Se 0 Luſts, or they indulge their own with the moſt in- 
Bu famous Courtezans and Catamites. Theſe Preten- 
i eers to Perfection and Sanctity, are often found 
. Maſquerading and Revelling about the Streets, in the 


Tine of the Ce, wth a Company of Whores 
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at this Court, who perhaps might do me ſome il 


Othces. The World's like a Lottery, wherein we th 
muſt 9 to meet with many unlucky Chances. 


_ By what I have ſaid, thou wilt eaſily perceive, 87 
that tho' the Prieſts make a fair Semblance of Piety, 75 
Mortification, and other Reigious Virtues, yet they il © 
are great Buſy-bodies, and wholly taken up in ſecu- Wi . 
lar Affairs. W 

If this were the worlt Character they deſerve, they 5 

might paſs for very good Men, and neceſſary In. f 
ſtruments of the publick Welfare: Becauſe, they I th. 
have the Tutelage and Guardianſhip of all Men: 

Conſciences; they form 'em in their Youth, and * 


2 'em in their ripeſt Years. Beſides, they 
have many Advantages of ſtudying the Politicks, Bi - 
more than other Men, as being all educated in the , 
Academies, where if they be not very dull, they can. de. 
not fail of becoming good Hiſtorians, and indiffe: 
rent Stateſmen. For, their Libraries abound with all 
manner of antient and modern Writers, and their 
Converſation is generally refin'd and pregnant in 
Intrigues. ö 1 | 
But they corrupt their Learning with falſe Maxim 
which they borrow from an intolerable Pride and 
Senſuality; perſuading themſelves, that they art 
as far above other Men, that is, the Lait), 3s 
; thoſe are above the Beats; that Go p has be 
| flow'd on them a Dignity ſuperior to that of the 
; greateſt Temporal Monarchs: and, in fine, that this 
Earth is a Paradiſe, and themſelves the Gods and 
Lords of it. | 
| When I ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene Pr ioſi 
| underſtand me not without Reſtriction. There are 
ſome good and holy Men amongſt them, Perſons 0 
'unblemiſh'd Manners, and incorrupt Sincerity. But, 
theſe are very rare; and the French Prieſts are eſteem Wh 7. 
the molt ſincere of any within the Pale of the R. ir 
nan Churth, 5 ESE k 
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As for the Italian Clergy, they are meer Liber- 
tines; the moſt debauch'd and profligate Fellows in 
the World. : 

Adonai the Few, a late rome Agent of the Grand 
Signior, who had travell'd up and down thro' all 
Italy, and reſided a conſiderable Time in the chief 
Cities and Towns of Note, made many curious Ob- 
ſervations and Remarks on the Lives of the Prieſts, 
which he ſet down in his Journal. This I have by 
me now, it being ſent me, according to my Deſire, 
after his Death by Zeidi Alamanzi, his Succeſſor in 
that Station, who is at preſent at Venice. 

I have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with no 
ſmall Pleaſure ; and believe twill not be unwel- 
come to thee, to give thee an Abſtract of what he 
lays. 2 
It is poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome Things, and 
deliver himſelf too partially in others, out of the na- 
tural and inherent Averſion the Jeros have for the 
Chriſtians. But thou wilt find, that in the Main, 
he inſiſts only on ſuch Reflections as it becomes any 
Man to make, who bas the leaſt Spark of common 
im Morality and Reaſon. 

In the firſt place, he finds Fault with the Eccleſi- 
aſticks, in that they abſtain from Marriage them 
lelves, yet recommend that State to the Laity as a 
very holy Sacrament and Myſtery of Religion: Whilſt 


= they indulge themſelves at the fame time in all 
Fe manner of Laſcivioulneſs; wallowing in Fornica- 
pr tion, Adultery, Inceſt, and Sodom it ſelf. He 


ſays, there is hardly one Prieſt in Ten, who does 
not keep two or three Harlots; and the moſt Re- 


ef cluſe Derviſes, are either Pimps to other Mens 
| * Luſts, or they indulge their own with the moſt in- 
5 nous CourteZans and Catamites. Theſe Preten- 

N. ders to Perfection and Sanctity, are often found 
” Aaqquerading and Revelling about the Streets, in the 


int of e wth a Company of Whores 
| | or 
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for their Attendants. Nay, all the Year round ther 
Monaſteries are no other than Sees or Brothel-houſes, 
They introduce Women into their Cells in a mona: 
ffick Habit, and ſo they paſs for Men who come ty 
viſit them as Friends, Relations, or Travellers. Thek 
Ladies of Pleaſure lie thus conceaPd for many Day 
and Nights together. And the Superior of the Cor 
vent winks at this for a little Money, being mol 
commonly as bad as any of them. | 
Theſe Holy Fathers go marching and flouchin 
along the Streets, in the moſt mortify*d manner im- 
ginable. * You wou'd take 'em for perfect Santos 
and Idiots. Yet this is all but Mummery, whilſt they 
are the moſt glozing Hypocrites in the World, mee 
Devils in a City, and abonnding in wicked Thoughts 
and Practices. . 
Auonai tells a pleaſant Story of a young Monaſtic 
of St. Dominick's Order at Rome: This Monk was d 
noble Extraction, and his Parents were very rich and 
powerful in the City. On which Account he was in 
dulg'd many Liberties deny'd to the reſt of his rel 
* Fious Brethren, He was permitted to good 
Quantities of Gold and Silver about him, for his per. 
ſonal Expences ; and to wear a ſecular Habit, ſuits 
ble-to his Birth and Quality. But this Liberty hat 
like to have proy'd fatal to kim one Night during tht 
Carnaval. bo | 
It was late, and very dark, when this religiow 
Bully was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt fot 
Whores ; and walking under certain Pia za near tit 


River Tyber, he was accoſted by a Woman mask's ba 
and in a very good Dreſs ; who ſpoke to him frank CO 
ly, asking him the way to I Rotunde. This is ty. 
Name of a Church in Rome, dedicated to All thi 


Saints : In the Time of the Gentiles, twas call 
Pantheon, or the Temple of all the Gods. The Monk 
being in one of his rambling Equipages, and | 
Inclinations - equally bent on Pleaſure; * 
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Iſo. a hundred Horius about him; preſently made 
nſwer, He wou'd conduct her to the Place ſhe en- 
wired for. She, after ſome counterfeit Eſſays of a 
odeſt Repulſe, at 1 accepted his Offer: And 
y the way, he perſuaded her into a Tavern. The 
unning Nymph manag'd her Buſineſs ſo well, that 
e Monk over-heated with Wine, and other coſtly 
ntertainments, grew ſo,in Love with her, that he 
root ſhe was to go to the Pantheon, and offered 
> wait on her home. She accepted the Motion, 
nd telling him her Houſe was ſeated on the Banks 
the Tyber, they return d the ſame way as they 


ones 

me. | 
ie When hey arriv'd at the Piazza's, where they firſt. 
hn get, three Perſons appear'd, muffled up in Cloaks : 


wo of which ſuddenly ſeiz'd the Monk, holding 
teir Ponyards at his Breaſt; Whilſt the thirg, diſ- 
oſing the hidden Light of a dark Lanthorny which 
» held in his Hand, falten'd on the Lady, and made 
er unmask, As ſoon as he ſaw her Face, he 


* zmp'd and rav'd, menac'd and ſwore he wou'd be 
T "|; Death of that Villain who had debauch'd his 
Seu ite. All this was but a fore-laid Deſign. In a 
Lo ord, after all the Parts of an abus'd, incens'd, re- 
= ngcful Husband, acted to the Life, at laſt, through. 
{ e Interceſſion of the two other Ruffians, and the 


onk's penitent and ſubmiſſive Addreſs, it was con- 
uded to pare his Life, and only ſtrip him naked; 
pring him in that Condition to ſeek his Fortune a- 
ong the Watch. 3 

This was ſoon put in Execution, and the Free- 


Gank doters, with all their Prey, ſecurely march'd off. 
is the he pcor Monk, thus miſerably abandon'd, with- 
* it Garments, Money, or any Thing to comfort 


in this Calamity, or to bribe the Watch, gave 
mlelf over to Melancholy and Deſpair, in regard 
ls Accident would bring an eternal Infamy on 
n, and he ſhou'd. be no longer able to * 

| a acy 
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Face in Rome, the Seat of his Nativity; nor among 
any of his Kindred and Friends. Sometimes Rr 
thought to drown himſelf in the Tyber; or elſe toil I 
counterfeit a Phrenzy, and ſo run brawling, drivel 
ling, and talking Nonſenſe thro” the Streets; hoping 
the reſt wou'd never be divulg'd. : 
Whilſt he was in theſe penſive Thoughts, irreſo 
- Jute what to do, the Watch walking their Rounds 
bolted upon him on a ſudden ;- and ſeeing a nile 
Man, at that Time of Night, in ſuch a ſolitary Placy 
at firſt were ſtartled, as tho* they had met a Ghuffj 
but recollecting themſelves better, they boldly ſeir 
his Perſon, and examin'd how he came in that Con 
dition, { | 
It was in vain for him to beg, intreat, and pm 
miſe any Thing, if they wou'd not expoſe him ul 
open Shame. This did but increaſe their Curiolit 
and Suſpicion. In a word, the Place of their Rev 
dezvouz being very near the ſame Tavern where thi 
unfortunate Monk had regaPd his Strumpet, thy 
led him thither, and kept him Priſoner till d 
Morning. He that kept the Houſe remember} 
his Face again; and knowing that the Governor d 
Rome had a ſecret Enmity againſt the Monk, andi 
his Race, ſent him private Intelligence of this Al 
venture, encouraging him to take this Opportunity 
of Revenge; hinting withal, that he need not tai 
notice, that he knew the Monk, but only punt 
him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the Laws of tl 


City. | 

- The Governor, glad of this Occaſion, When 
Monk was brought before him, order'd him to! 
whipp'd thro' the very Street where his Monate 
ſtood. This was done aecordingly ; and a8 
paſs'd by the Gate, his Brethren, ſeeing him 
that Condition, ruſh'd out, and reſcu'd him fre 
the Executioner's Hands, breathing Revenge ag 
the Governor, and all that were concern d in gar 


Fo ©% 4 —_ 
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ing this Diſhonour on their Houſe, and the whole 
Order. 0 ä 

I muſt be forc'd to break off, before I have in 
»rm'd thee of half their Tricks, leſt I ſhou'd tire 
ee with the Length of my Letters. Beſides, it is 
ceſſary for me to conclude, unleſs I wou'd miſs 
Opportunity: For the Poſt tarries for no Man. 
Venerable Hadgi, live thou to enjoy the ſerene 
leaſures of Virtue and Innocence, and pray for 
abmut, that he may never be ſtain'd with the Cor- 
_ and Vices of Jnfide/s, among whom he 
Res. | | . 


Paris, 1875 of the 5th Moon, 9 
of the Year 1662. un 
| . | 
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LETTER XII. * 
© To the Chiaus Baſſa. _ 


N 
berl 
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8 45 


HE French King's Genius ſeems altogether bent 
on Martial and Politick Affairs; and tho* he 
ows ſome Moments to his Love, yet the 'greateft 1 
rt of his Time is conſecrated to the neceflary = 1 
t tl irs of State, and to the Improvement of Mill- =_ 
. Diſcipline. This has been his Courſe ever 
ce the Death of Cardinal Mazarini. That Mi- 
er, whilſt he was living, endeavour'd nothing {6 
eſtly as to divert the young Monarch from 
nding Buſineſs, by Plays, Ballads, and other ſoft 
Mtertainments. But as ſoon as he was dead, the 


e began by degrees to forſake his youthful Re- 
wir” * and look into the Affairs of his Govern- 
n 8 | | 


ger de firſt bold Stroke of Regal Authority which - 
in 1 gve, was the * the Superintendant of 
the 


— 


— 
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che Finances, a very antient Office im Fran 

much abus'd of late by thoſe 10 ha ve ere 
For, having the Management of the Royal Reveny, 
it has been found out, that they embezzell'd then 
to their own private Uſes, purchaſing Houſes, Caftla 
"Towns, and the faireſt Eſtates in the Kingdom iy 7 
them and their Poſlerity. | | 


The laſt in this Office was the Sieur Fouguet ; w 
beſides the Waſte he made of the King's Money . 
this Kind, was laying up an extraordinary Providnil., 


of Arms and Powder in Balle Je, a Sea-Portd 
France: Which gave the King ſo great a SAH 
His ill Degus, that he went in 5 after him 4 
ſar as Nantes; and being there farther informed of 
private Correſpondence held between the Sieur N 
uet, and ſome Malecontents of Cardinal de Ren 
arty, he caus'd him to be arreſted, and ſent Privii 
ner to the Word of Vinciennes: From whence ! 
has fince been brought to the Baſtile. This mw 
done in the gth Moon of the laſt Year, and was tl 
Occaſion of erecting a new Chamber of Fuſtice, i 
enquire into the Conduct of thoſe who were el 
ploy'd by Fouguet in the Management of the! 
'The t Diſcoveries this Chamber has alrei 
made of the Cheats and Tricks practiſed by tha 
through whoſe Hands the King: Revenues have pals 
will, it's thought, move the King to eftabliſh.its 
perpetual and Sovereign Court of Inquiſition : | 
that not the Value of an Aſper ſhall henceforth! 


id out of the Royal Treaſury, without the Appl 
5 of this 3 He has alſo  retrenelf 
many ſuperfluous Offices in his Houſhold, that 3 
may the more eaſily ſupport the Charges of thi 
that are neceſſary. 5 

Thou wilt better comprehend the Wiſdom 
this Prince, when thou ſhalt know, that he Wt 
nothing abſolutely to his Miniſters, but pries i 


* 
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ſmalleſt Moment, as narrowly as the moft important 
Concerns, .' He makes daily Reformations among his 
domeſtick Servants, and new models both the Army 
and the State, Which is alſo no ſmall Argument of 
his Courage, and the Greatneſs'of his Spirit; in that 
he dares contradict the Methods of all his Progeni- 


rig tors; take the Frame of this mighty Government, as 
i were, to pieces; and having mended every Thing 
_ that was amiſs, join it together again ; but after a 


Pattern wholly depending on his own Jadgment. 
This has aſtoniſh'd the greateſt Stateſmen of the 
Age, who conſider the Boldneſs of the Under- 
aking, and yet cannot find one falſe Step in his 
oe "eg For, whereas formerly the Princes of 
he Blood, the Officers of the State, the Governors 
ff Provinces, with other Grandees, having given 
equent Trouble to the Kings of France, and not 
eldom rais'd Civil War when any thing diſguſted 
hem ( fo great was their Power, and ſo ſmall their 
Dependance on the King:) This Monarch has by a 
ppy Effect of his Judgment and Reſolution, given 
0 dexterous a Turn to the whole Syſtem of the 
Pablick, that the Princes find themſelves more ag» 
frandiz'd than ever; the Officers of the Crown per- 
tive their Dignity increas'd with new Luſtres, and 
he Governors of Provinces exerciſe a ſtronger 
Hand over their Subjects; yet all of them are re- 
luc'd to an entire Dependance on the King him- 
ek, not being in a Capacity ever to rebel again. 
800 hich is eſteem'd a Miracle of Policy. As he has 


ſtabliſhed his Realm in the moſt perfect Oeconomy 
hat can be imagined ; ſo he has recovered a parti- 
Yar Honour abroad, that till this Time has been 
ways diſputed between the Crowns of Fance and 
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Main. 


every Thing himſelf. He examines Matters of the 


” — — — 


bus gain'd the Point of his Subjects at home, and 
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It ſeems an Ambaſſador from Sweden arriv'd at th 
 FEng/iſb Court in the 10th Moon of the laſt Year: Th 
French Ambaſſador ſent his Coaches to honour th 
Publick Entry, as is uſual between Friends. But th 
Spaniſþ Ambaſſador, deſigning to affront the French 
{ent his Coaches alſo to attend the Ceremony, 2. 
. by his own Servants, and a Rabble of id 
Perſons whom he had hir'd on purpoſe. Theſe fel 
on the French as they were paſſing along the Stree; 
- kill'd ſeveral. of them, ey by Force ſtopp'd thei 
? Coaches, till thofe of the Spaniſh Ambaſſator wen 
ot before them; the Pre- eminence of Place bein 
the chief Thing aim'd at. | — 
This was highly reſented at the French Court, a 
every body thought that a freſh War would brat 
out again between the two Nations on this Account 
The angry young Monarch commanded the Sparib 
Ambaſſador refident here to depart the Kingdon; 
and when another was ſent to ſupply his Place, tis 
- King forbad him to enter his 8 Cons 
Plaints were made at Madrid, and all Things tend 
- to a Rupture. Till at length the King of Sal 
having promiſed to make Satisfaction, his Ambaſlada 
was received at this Court, who aſſured the King 
That his Mafter difavow'd the Action of his Minifg 
in England, and had given expreſs Command to all hi 
Ambaſſadors in Foreign Courts, not to diſpute the 
Place with thoſe of 3 but to yield it to the 
latter, where they ſhould both be preſent at the ſane 
Entry. This was declar'd in the Preſence of thin 
Foreign Miniſters refiding at this Court. Waage 
has rais'd a yaſt Reputation to the King of France 
mong all his Neighbours, and ſtruck the greater N 
verence into his Subjects at home. _ 
In a word, he is look'd upon as the moſt forti- 
nate Prince in Chriſtendom, and every State cours 
his Friendſhip. He gives the Law to the reſt ce 
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rope, yet remains himſelf Arbitrary and above 


Controul. | 
How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, 
ij known only to Gop, who exalts and abaſes whom 
e pleaſes; who is the ſole Monarch of all Things, 
reigning for ever without the leaſt Shadow of Re- 
olution or Change. | | | 


Paris, 12th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Near 1662. 


ERECT ER MTV. 
To the ſame. 
T was late when I finiſh'd my other Letter,being 


1 the Hour of the Devil's Range, when the Infer- 
al Spirits are permitted to air themſelves in this 


88 pper World. Methonghts I heard the Clattering 
ing ccho of the Gates of Paradiſe, which are ſhut at 
nie at Seaſon to keep out the Demers from entering 
unnd diſturbing the Repoſe of the Bleſs'd. This 
ade me conclude ſo abruptly, leſt ſome buſy 
o thee <fibe of the Dark Regions, Mould have inſerted 
um vil in my Letter whilſt I were aſleep. I recom- 
bun vended my ſelf to Gop, and went to Bed. After 


wo Hours reſt, awaking, I perceiv'd by the Crow- 
r s of the Cocks, that the Troops of Hell were re- 
Id to their Den, chac'd down by Arcturus and the 
uardian Conſtellations of the South, and by the An- 
ortüels of the ſecond Watch. Then I aroſe, and chear- 
ally addreſs d my ſelf to Gop, praiſing him for the 
ot d ucceſhye Benefits of Day and Night, and extol- 
ung his magnificent Works, with the exquiſite Or- 
ver that he has eſtabliſh'd in the World. Remem- 
SY: bring 
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bring alſo that I was a Man, and not born to ſleep, 
but to ſerve the Grand Signior and my Friends, I res- 
dily ſet Pen to Paper again, to give thee a farther 
Account of the French King and his Court, with ſuch 
Occurrences as have happen' d of late. 


This Monarch is very ſingular in his Conduct P- 
and Manner of Life; not brooking to be confnd WM T 
to the Maxims of others; but ſquaring all his Actions | 
by Rules of his own: Yet 'tis difficult to find WM p; 
Fault in his Proceedings. He hears the Advice of pr 
his Counſellors and Friends; and when they have 41 
done, he convinces them in many Things, that they the 
are under a Miſtake ; which makes em admire the 
Force of his Reaſon, and the Readineſs of his Wit, vi 
- eſpecially when they ſee the Events anſwering Ex Wl & 
pectation. | | Q 
Neither is he altogether ſo intent on State Mat. Pe 
ters, but that he ſometimes gives himſelf the Diver- WM ey; 
non of a familiar Diſcourſe with the moſt ingeniou W tt 
Artiſts of all ſorts, who find themſelves much in- 1 
57 by the Quickneſs of his Invention, and the po 
zolidity of his Judgment in the Mechanicks : For F. 
he is an excellent Gan-Smith, Sword-Cutler, Arrm- ba; 
age, and every Thing that becomes a King to pro- wi 
els. 5: | | 
He is a good Architect alſo, and takes vaſt Delight ma 

in Buildings, having laid the Foundations of ſeveral of 


magnificent Structures, Palaces of a noble Deſign 
and intended to outvy the moſt polite and gloriow on 
Fabricks of antient Greece and Rome. For, I ul o- 
thee, this Monarch would not willingly come ſhot D 
of any of the Cæſars. | „ 

At the Beginning of this Year, he aggrandiz i Fi: 
kis Court, by a Promotion of ſixty two Knights d ma 
the Holy Spirit. I have often mention'd this Ora" Or 
in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte; and thou Pr 
that haſt been in France know'ſt, that 'tis the neu Di 
Step tq being made Peer of the Realm. I ſhalt _ ang 


1 
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inform thee, that during the Ceremonies of this laſt 
promotion, the Dukes of Vendoſine and Longuepille had 
a Feud about the Precedency, which at laſt was ad- 
juſted in favour of the former. In a word, the King 
declar'd the Houſe of Vendoſine to have a Right o 
Priority before all other Princes, and to ſucceed in the 
Throne itſelf, next after the Houſe of Bourbon. 

This is look'd upon as a bold Effort of 1 

power, and has ſtartled all the Court. No leſs ſur- 
prized were they to ſee the Duke of Lorrain reſign 
all his Eſtates to the King of France, reſerving only 
the Poſſeſſion of em during his Life. 
And, now the King having weather'd the Point 
with all his Enemies, both Foreign and Domeſtick, 
ſtudies nothing more earneſtly, than to divert his 
Queen, and to let his Subjects taſte the Sweets of 
Peace, the Effect of his matchleſs Fortune, to which 
even Crown'd Heads find themſelves compell'd to 
ſtoop and ſubmit. | 

On the 5th of the foregoing Moon, by his Ap- 
pointment was held a Tournament or Carouſel, as the 
French call it. This is a ſort of Exerciſe on Horſe- 
99- back, in Imitation of the antient Manner of fighting 
pro- with Spear and Shield. 
| The Place where they ran, was rail'd about, and' 
gu magnificent Choiſes erected for the Queen and Ladies: 
en of the Court to fit. in, as Spectators. The Diver- 
ui tiſement was very pompous ; and the King was 
10688 one of the Combatants. , The reſt were the Duke of 
el Or/:2n; the King's Brother, the Prince of Conde, the 
boi Duke of Exguzen. Son to the Prince, and the Duke of 
"oh ©#ize. Each of theſe led a Troop of Horſe into the 
e Field. That of the King's was habited after the 
's OBS manner of the old Roman Knights. The Duke of 

Orleans's made a Figure like the Perfians : The 
mau Prince of Cond?'s repreſented the Ottomans : Th 
nel Duke of Enguien's Trae were in Indian Habits 
au and the Duke of Guize's 34s like the Sa/vages of 

p 4 


America. 


\ 


104 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
America. It wov'd be too tedious to deſcribe the par. 
ticular Magnificence of each. Suffice it to fay, that 
they were all prodigiouſly majeſtick and rich in their 
Equipage. The Courſes alſo they made, were brave 
and full of Gallantry. But the Prize, which was; 
Diamond of great Value, was adjudged to the Prince 
of Conde by the Queen-Mother. 
One of the former Kings of France loſt his Life 
at this Royal Exerciſe, being run through the Eye 
into the Brain by the Spear of an Eng/i/b Enight 
then at the French Court, and one of the Combatant:: 
For which reaſon, the following Kings of France for- 
bore to expoſe themſelves to the like Danger: But 
this young Mars fears nothing, being as venturous 
and bold as was Sultan Amurat, the Trophies of 
whoſe victorious Combat with the Peran Challenger 
at the Siege of Babylon hang up in the Treaſury to 
this Day, as Monuments of his invincible Courage 
and Strength. Sultan Achmet alſo took great De- 
light in throwing the Lance with his Courtiers in the 
Atmeidan. . Theſe are Sports fit for Kings and great 
Generals. And ſome of the Roman Ce/ars themſelves 
would play the Gladiators. 
It is not lawful for me to cenſure or reflect on 
the Actions of my Sovereign. But I will tell thee 
what the French ſay of him by way of Contempt; 
' That he never combated in his own Perfon with an 
Thing but timorons Hares and Hinds. It makes me 
bluſh to hear the great Emperor of the Eat thus blal- 
phem'd by * ouths of Infidels. And 
it were to be wiſh'd, he wou'd do ſome furprizing 
Action, to raiſe himſelf another Character. I fay 
no more, but recommend thee to Gon and the 
White Angel. | 8 


Paris, 12th of the 7th Mean, 
of the Near 1662. 


* LETTER 
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a LETTER XV. 

lr 53 
* 7 Zeidi Alamanzi, @ Merchant at 
x Venice. - : THE 


i HO U haſt obliged me beyond Expectation, 
in that ample Hiſtory of thy Life, which thy 
er contains; I eſteem thee not the worfe be- 
zuſe thou wert born of Chriſtian Parents, but ra- 
ther put the higher Value on thy Merit, in that 
being bred in Superſtition and Error, thou haſt 
oluntarily embraced the Truth, without any Pro- 
ſpect of advancing thy Intereſt. 
When a Man of a noble Stock, born to Riches 
and Honours, bred in Softneſs and Delights, and 
actually poſſeſſed of a fair Eſtate, ſhall thus aban- 
don his Country, his Relations, Friends, and. Ac-- 
quaintance, with all his native Rights and: Enjoy 
ments, purely for the Love of God; reſigning him- 
elf wholly to the Will of Deſtiny, and the Conduct 
of Providence, without conſulting: his own Eaſe 
and Delight in this World; *tis an evident Sign of 
x faithful Heart, and that his Integrity is without: 
Dtain. es 


All this, and much more, it ſeems, thou haſt. 


n 

. lone, and therefore thou can'ſt not fail of being, 
al- FPY in this World, and in Paradiſe: 

nd am extremely pleaſed in reading the various: 
ng Adventures of thy Youth; thy early Inclinations to 
by Pit foreign Countries, and thy: actual Travels 


trough Europe, Afa, and Africa. This is the only 
ay to learn true and compleat Wiſdom. For, a 
an edifies a thouſand Times more by his own per- 
onal Experience of Things, than by all the moſt: 
egant Deſcriptions that can be made by others. 
aides the Advantage of becoming expert in the 
R , E 5 ſeve-- 
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| would ap like a Priſon to him that were al- 


had not Liberty to le out of them when we 


Sun himſelf new, who has ſhined upon him frat 


ny Day in a new Dreſs; eſpecially when 


4 _ 


ſeveral Languages and Dialects of the Earth; which 
he can never learn ſo perfectly in Books, as by con- fi 
verſing with the Natives of each Country through 
which he paſſes. 

Beyond all this, there is an infinite Pleafure in 
ſeeing the Variety of Objects, which every where 
expoſe themſelves to a Traveller's Eye. There 1; 


nothing more delightful to human Nature, tha 
to Ki Things. An is cloy'd with what is too 
liar to him. The moſt magnificent Palace 


ways conhn'd to it. The greateſt Fields and mol 
ſhady Groves would afford us no Refreſhment, if we 


pleaſed. Man is naturally wild as other Animal, 
and tis as bad as Death to be reſtrain'd of his Free 
dom. I had rather at certain Seaſons range a Wi: 
derneſs, all over-run with Weeds and Briars, that 
in the moſt regular and fragrant Garden in the World 
T would willingly chuſe the Fatigue of climbing up 
a high, ſteep, craggy Mountain, for the Sake of 
new and larger Proſpect, before the Eaſe of wall 
ing always in a low: Valley, or even Plain, tho 
graced with never ſo many inviting Objects, whid 
muſt always be the fame: So fulſome are the vey 
Pleaſures we are daily accuſtomed to. | 

I doubt not but that it was very agreeable to th 
in thy Journies, when, every Remove thou made 
from Stage to Stage, promis'd thee ſomething noi 
and freſh. A Man in ſuch Caſes is apt to think tit 


his Nativity: The Air, the Earth and Wat 
appear not the fame Elements, in different Places 
or if our Reaſon convinces us their Nature is 1 
changed, yet we look upon them as Maſquera® 


o from one Religion and Climate to another, WM 
trangeneſs of the Diſguiſe is heighten d. 875 | 


' 


finite a Variety preſents it itſelf to thoſe who tra- 


vel. | wy: 
But nothing affards' a Man greater Delight, than 
to be: familiarly acquainted with the different Ha- 


Tn 


1 bits, Laws, Cuſtoms, Manners, and Religions of 
i; WY Mortals like himſelf. To ſee them in one Part of the 
World adoring the Sun, becauſe he ſhines on them 
to bat once a Year, whillt all the reſt of the Time 
coi hey are ſhut up in continual Darkneſs, very near 
. being ſtarved with Cold, and making hard Shifts to 
nan lire; in another to behold them grimacing, and 
el bear them curſing that glorious Planet, becauſe he is 
well ways too near 'em, rendring their Countries barren, 
dying up their Water, and ſcorching their Perſons 
almoſt to Death; muſt needs be delightful to a 


contemplative Man. And for ought we know, the 
_— of Demecritus might be the Reſult of as 
good Thoughts as Heraclitus's Tears. Who would: 
not ſmile to ſee ſome paying divine Honours to the 
dcare-crow of the Garden, toa Tree, a Hog, a Dog, 
or any Thing they firſt caſt their Eyes on in the 
Morning, as they 4. in Lapland? And yet who can 
Iorbear to weep, when he ſees Men profeſſing to 
believe the Laws of Maſes, and the Mar, (who, 
both preach up the Divine r to 
ee pureſt Religion in the World, 
ad of the Sciences, worſhip Stocks and Stones, 
aures and Images, Nails, Rags, Bones, Hairs, 
is of old Wood, or any Thing that their cunning, 
krieſts impoſe upon them as adorable. | 
Happy art thou, Zeidi, who art freed from theſe: 
puperſtitions of the Nazarenes; and thrice bark 
n that thou haſt changed them for the Faith unble- 
uſl'd, the Doctrines of Truth and Reaſon, the Pra- 
ces of ſincere Morality and Virtue. 'Thou haſt 
ot ſhunn'd a Rock, to fall in a Quick-ſand, nor 
(WF >andoned Idolatry, to fink into Atheiſm :' But thau 
ut eſcaped. from narrow Gulphs and Streights, 
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bred in the 


into 
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into a free and open Sea; from the dark Fogs and 
Miſts of frozen Chriſtianity, to the bright Empire 
of the O/mans, the ſerene Company of True. Believeri, 
where Charity and Zeal are in their genuine and pri- 

mitive Warmth. ' 9 | | 
Since the Time that thou * firſt liftedſt up thy 
Finger to Heaven, and madeſt a Confeſſion of One 
Go b, and Mahomet his Apoſtle, none of the Imaun 
or Mo//ahs have ever attempted to circumvent thy 
Reaſon with feigned Miracles, fooliſh Pilgrimage, 
Tales of Old Women, Fictions of Poets, or any ho- 
Frauds. Thou perceiveſt nothing but downright 
| Integrity in the Converſation of the F aich 
| Whereas the Chriſtians, whom thou haſt juſtly 
| deſerted, have a thouſand Windings and Turning, 
| Foldings and: Intricacies, in their Doctrines and 
Lives. So that it is almoſt as eaſy for a blind Man 
| to walk from Paris to Conſtantinople, as for theſe 
| Inf dels to grope out the Way to Paradiſe, through 
ſo many Meanders and Mazes : They are involved 

in a perfect Circle of Error and Vice. 
Praiſe be to Go p, who planted the Moon in the 
Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to dart their refreſh- 
ing Rays by Night; thou art happily delivered out 
of their Snares. Let not thy Reſidence now among 
them, ever tempt thee to return to the religious Va- 
| nities of ho rifles, which have once made thee 
- * - fick at the Heart. Remember, that thou bearelt 
3 in thy Body the Mark of a True Believer, the Seal of 
| a great Sacrament, the Character of a profound My- 
3 ſtery, Circumciſion, the Emblem of Purity, by whch 
ll thou art more enabled, than by the Blood of the P- 
| 


85 


lonian Lord, thy Father, which ſtreams in thy Veins. 
But now thou art incorporated into the Society and 
Lineage of Brabim, the illuſtrious Patriarch, and and 
Friend of God. Confider that thou art as it were on: 
ingrafted into the glorious Stock of the * : t] 

hs | | m ut 
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born to ſubdue all Things, and in the determined 
Time, to poſſeſs the Empire of the Univerſe. Thou 
haſt the Honour alſo to ſerve the Grand Signior, 
Lord of the Climates and Seas, majeſtick Heir of the 
Ottoman Houſe, Shadow of God on Earth. 

Hold faſt therefore the Profeſſion of an unblame- 
able Faith; and whatever Temptation thou mayeſt 
meet with, keep thy Mind always fixed on the un- 
ſeen Joys of Paradiſe, the Crown of juſt and faith- 
ful Men, the Reward of ſuch as adhere to God and 
his Prophet without flinching. 2188 

Mabmut ſalutes thee in Imagination, with a part- 
ing Kiſs, and an affectionate Squeeze of the Hand, 
which thou knoweſt was, in all Ages, a Token of 
hearty Good -will and Friendſhip. . 


Paris, 15th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


— — 
— 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HERE is like to be a Breach between this Court 

and that of Rome, if the Pope does not con- 
deſcend td the Demands of the French King, who 
ſtiles hinyſelf the Eldeſt Son of the Church, and 


therefore highly -reſents an Indignity that has been 
5 


done him of late, in the Perſon of the Duke of Cre- 
gui his Embaſſador at the Roman Court. 
It ſeems, the. Pope's Guards on the 2oth of the 8th 
oon, made an Attempt on the Life of this Miniſter 
and on his Wife: They alſo put barbarous Abuſes 
on all the French that were in that City: Inſomuch, - 
as the Duke and Dutcheſs of Cregui were oblig'd to 
quit Rome privately, and retire into Tuſcany ; bei 
| a 


— 


| 
| 
1 
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adviſed to take this Courſe, by all the Cardinals and 
ether Grandees that are Friends to France. 
The King received News of this by an Expreſz 


which came from the Duke of C Beni on the 11th of 
the gth Moon. And he was paſſionately touch'd at 


fo facrilegions an Injury, whereby he is not only 
wrong'd himſelf, but the Law of Nations is violated 
In a moſt notorious Manner. © 

— Wherefore to ſhew his Reſentment, on the 
fame Day that the Courier came from Rome, the 
King ordered the Lieutenant of his Guards to tell 
the Pope's Nuncio at this Court, That he muſt forth- 
with depart the Kingdom under the Conduct of 
thirty Horſe. This was performed accordingly; 
and the Nuncio was hurried away immediately, 
without ſuffering him to ſpeak with any Perſon 
living, fave thoſe who were to accompany. him to 
the Frontiers: And this Order was publickly pro- 
claimed in Paris. The King alſo wrote to the Pope, 


demanding Satisfaction for ſo horrible an Outrage; 
and cauſe Diſpatches to be ſent to all the Cardinals 
in Rome, adviſing them to contribute what lay in 


their Powers, towards a good Underſtanding be- 
tween the Pope and him, proteſting that otherwiſe: 
the Calamities which might follow, were not to be 
Lid to kis Charge. This is a modeſt way of threat 
ni . uſed by Chriftian Princes, who do not always 

in Thunder, like our Eaſtern Monarchs when 


in 
| hey menace War. 


relate this 26 2 Thing, which tho” it appear of 


ſmall Moment at the Beginning, yet its Conſequen- 
ces may be great and extenſive, if the French King 
and the Pope ſhould: come to at open Rupture. All 
the Princes in Ezrope would find themfelves engag d 
on one Side or other. And we Mu/u/mans might 


live to ſee the whole State of Chriſſendim disjoint- 


ed, alienated, and embroil'd in Wars among them- 


ked 


elves, whereby they would lay their Countries na. 
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ked and open to the invincible Arms of the Otto- 
mans, a Lineage of high Renown, and deſtin'd to 


fubdue all 5 Pp 

But tis thought the Holy Father at Rome will not 
farther provoke ſo daring and powerful a Monarch 
as him of France, by juſtifying the Inſolences of 
his Zanizaries, who proceeded to that Height of 
Fury, as to diſcharge Guns into the Windows of 
the French Ambaſſador, killed ſeveral of his Retinue, 
and aſſaſſinated the Dutcheſs of Cregui in her Coach, 
as ſhe paſſed along the Streets. 

Ilulrious Miniſter, theſe are Violations not pra- 


Err 


n 


— 


f Qiſed by the moſt barbarous Savages. And 'tis an 
7 evident Sign of decaying Empire, where the Pub- 
7 tick Faith 1s thus diouſly broke. God infatuates. 
8 the Infidels, that he may ſpeedily bring em to Ruin. 
0 Whereas he daily enlightens the Juſt Followers of 
6 the Prophet, and directs them into the Ways of Pro- | 
e, ſperity and Peace. e e | f 
A Paris, 34 of the x1th Moon, . 12 | 
n of the Near 1662. 
3 — ICIS een Jon's ;o 
ſe: 2 8: | 
x: EET TER XVI or 
7 Mohammed, be illuſtrious Eremite of 
an . ; 1 
Mount Uriel iz Arabia. | 
1 | ; 
"WH TN the Name ef G o p, Benign and Merciful, I 
ng approach the Reſidence: of great Sanctimony, the 


\|] tremendous Solitude, the Cave bleſſed by frequent 
d Viſitations of Angels, and by the former Preſence 
fit of the moſt Sublime among Mortals, Mahomet the 
4A Legate of the Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alla, 
*N King of Heaven and Earth. Alla] There is but one! 
u. Whoſe Name reſounds through all the Orbs Above, 
ed FT when 
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when pronounced by the faithful Adorers of the 
Divine Unity on Earth: And the Eccho thereof, 
from the adamantine Gates of Paradiſe, reaches the 
' Abyſs of Hell, ſtriking the infernal Spirits with Hor- 
ror and Aﬀtoniſhment. They tremble at the Sound 
of the dreadful Word, which chains them up in 


their Priſons of Darkneſs. Whereas had they Faith, 


A» they would rather rejoice, believing that the ſame 


Word will one Day releaſe them from their Tor. 


ments. For ſuch is the Clemency of the Omnipo- 
| tent, as our holy Doctors teach. | 
| 0 Mbit, Friend of the Moſt High, and Te. 
nant to his Prophet ;. I have experienced, that it is 
ood and wholſome to begin every Thing we do or 
R 1 „in the Name of God. Whoſoever does other- 
| wiſe, either fails in the Progreſs, or the End of his 
| Deſign, and remains in Confufiion. Tagot creeps 
| into his Enterprize, and through Malice ſpoils it, 
| robbing 2 Man of his Crown: or Negidber, the Spi- 


| Ablis, the Dzmon of Melancholly, caſts a Damp on 
| it, and bereaves the Undertaker of his Joy. Such 

| is the Fate of thoſe who through Profaneneſs, Sloth, 
| - or Contempt, forget to pay the due Veneration we 
| owe to the Author and Source of Providence, and 
| good Succeſs. 

Let us not therefore think the Time mil: ſpent, 
which is taken up in the Praiſes of Him who has 
neither Beginning or End, Father of all the Gene- 

rations in this. viſible World, and that other which is 
concealed from Mortals. He is the Governor of our 
Lives, and our ſole Patron in all Neceſſities. Let 
us extol and magnify his Attributes without End. 

Jam by Nature contemplative, and thoughtful; 
but J muſt needs acknowledge, That I owe to my 
Education among the Mu/u/mans the Force of my 
Faith and Religion. The various Turns of Fortune 
and Experience, which I have had in the Woe 

N cou 


rit of Envy, winds himſelf in, and intangles it: or 
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cou'd never yet blot out the Impreſſions of my 
early Years, or diminiſh the Reverence I have for 
our Holy Prophets. I often revolve in my Mind the 
Series of paſt Ages, and the Hiſtories of former 
Times; the Origin of Nations, and the various 
Laws, Religions, Wars, and Changes. I traverſe 
the different Epocha's of the Poſterity of Ibrahim 
and the Gentiles, comparing the Date of Jſrael's 
Tranſmigration out of ell, with the Vears of Na- 
binaſſar and the Olympiads. In all of them I find 
great Obſcurity, Contradidtion, and Doubtfuineſs, 
which puts me upon examining the Records of Egypt 
and the AHriant. The Antiquity of both is very 
great, and yet it comes far ſhort of the Chineſe Chro- 
nology, and that of the Indian Bramins. 

When I have tir'd my Soul with a vain Search 
of that which can never be diſcover'd ; when I con- 
ſider the Probability of an univerſal Deluge in the 
Time of Noah, and the Arguments which almoſt 
demonſtrate the contrary, comparing this with 
the Flood of Deacalion, and that other of Ogyges : 
Ina word, when I reflect on the numberleſs Incon- 
gruities that are found in the Regiſters of paſt Ages, 
I cannot but conclude, there is as much Reaſon for 
me to believe, That God has determinately thus 
darkened the Knowledge of Mortals, as that he con- 
t, Wh founded their Language at Babel, according to the 
1s eelebrated Relation of Moſes. Whence it will be 
„but loſt Labour for us who live in theſe latter 
is Limes, to ſeek for any Aſſurance or Certainty 
Ir . the Truth in Matters of ſo remote and early a 
et 1 8 wy 

Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own 
Traditions, the Jes to the Manuſcripts of Moſes 
and their Rabbi's ; the Gentiles to the Fragments of 
Hermes Triſmegiſtus, Orpheus, Homer, Heſiod, Thea- 
phraſtus, and other Sages of Egypt, Pbænician, and 
Greece ; J, for my Part, acquielce to the Volume of 

28 Mulajſeſty, 
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Majeſty, the great. Alcoran; and to the Writings of 
our Holy Doctors, . 4rabians, the Sons of 2 
not puzzling my ſelf with endleſs Diſputes and 
Queſtions; not cenſuring others who worſhip God 
after their own Way, and the Documents of their 
Fathers; but firmly believing, That he who ſerve: 
God according to the Dictates of his Reaſon ; who 
is juſt to Men and Beaſts, and in all Things con- 
ſerves an innocent Purity of Life ; is as acceptz 
ble to the Great Creator, and Impartial Judge of the 
Univerſe, as he that has had the Happineſs to be in- 
ſtructed in the poſitive Injunctions of Heaven, the 
reveal'd Will of the Omnipotent. And this I tak 
to be the Senſe of our Holy Lawgiver, of the Meſiu 
and of all the Prophets in general. | 
Doubtleſs, that ſuperlatively Merciful and Indul. 
gent, connives at the Frailties of Mortals; He pitie 
the invincible Ignorances of ſome, and the fati 
Neceflities of others. He knows the infinite Vari 
of our bodily Conſtitutions, and the equally. dif 
erent Bent of our Souls. He conſiders the Forced 
the Elements and Climates wherein welive, and the 


- nnconquerable Influence of the Stars under which 


we were born. The whole Syſtem of human N. 
ture with its moſt hidden Circumſtances, is expos! 
to the Eyes of him who ſees all Things. He 1s 1 
Stranger to the Anatomy of his own Works. There 
fore he requires no more of Men, than can be er. 


pected from the Faculties with which he has endul 


em. Neither will he damn any Man for an inte 
Juntary Evil. n 

O Mohammed, this is my Faith, my Hope, a 
my Confidence. Otherwiſe I ſhould we 11 ever 
Mament. If I am guilty of Error and Preſumption 
correct me in thy Wiſdom. For, before thee, I 
but as an Niot. | ; 


Paris, 224 of the 12th Moon, © 
F theTear 1662. LET 


Ve 


. \ 
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70 Haſnadar-Baſſi, chief Treaſurer to His | 


Highneſs. 


HE French have newly felt the Motions of a 
1 Joy, whoſe Birth and Growth was like that 
of a Muſhrome, ſudden and ſwift, the Product of a 
very little Time, and which ended in Mourning 
and Tears. The Moon of November h eheld a Daugh- 
ter born to the Queen of France : But that Planet 
bad hardly carried the News thro' all the Signs of 
the Zadiact, and commanded the Stars of France to 
celebrate a Dunalma; before ſhe was oblig'd to he 
the Meſſenger of more fad Tidings, and to proclaim 
the Death of this young Princeſs, to the Conſtella- 
tions that aſſiſted at her Birth. | 

In a word: She was born on the 1875 of the 
11th Moon, and died on the 30th of the 125. It 
looks as if ſhe only came into the World to be a 
Witneſsof the Concluſion of the Peace between her 
Father Lewis XIV. and her Grandfather, Philip the 
King of Spain; and ſo return to the Region of ſe- 
parate Souls. : 
This Peace was in General Terms fign'd and ſeal'd 
long ago, but there remain'd ſome Difficulties in 
adjuſting the Limits of the French Conquelts, which 
were reterr'd to the Management of Commiſſioners 
on both Sides: And theſe, after they had debated 
the Matter for the Space of two Years, at St. Omers, 
Arras, and Metz, at length finiih'd the Negotiation 


on the 2575 of the 1175 Moor of the laſt Year. 
Which was juſt ſeven Days after the Nativity of the 


French Princeſs. © 


This Royal Infant alſo liv'd to ſee Dunkirk, one 


of the ſtrongeſt Sea-Ports in the World, re-deliver'd 


to her Father by the Engliſb, in whoſe Hands 44 


 niards. The King took Poſſeſſion of this important 


to find themſelves handſomely rid of two greil 
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had been ever ſince twas firſt taken from the Sp. 


Place in his own Perſon, entring the Town on the 
24 of the laſt Moon. | 

"Tis look'd upon as a grand Overſight in the Eng. 
lifþ, thus tamely to part with a Fortreſs which is 
inexpugnable by Land, and commands the Northern 
Seas. But Money over-rules all our Conſiders 
tions. And, it ſeems, the Exgliſb Court had Occa- 
fon for Gold. 

There is lately a good Underſtanding eſtabliſh'4 
between this King and the Emperor of Germany. 
They often write friendly Letters one to another, 
and ſeem to be perfectly reconcil'd. To ſpeak the 
Truth, this may be call'd the pacifick Year among 
the Inhabitants of Exrope. For, excepting ſome 
Skirmiſhes and Bravado's of War between the Spa 
niards and the Porrugueze, all the reſt of Chriften- 
dom is in Peace. And the Portagueze have (0 
ſtrengthen'd themſelves by marrying their Infant 
to the Exgliſb King, that what thro' his Aſſiſtance 
and the Aid of France, they have almoſt reduc'd Spais 
to a Neceſhty of making Peace. | 

Thou wilt fay -the Portugueze have over-reach'd 
the Exgliſb in the Dowry they give with their In: 
Fanta. This is only the Town of Tangier in Barbi. 
ry. A Place which will coſt them far more to de- 
fend againſt the Moors than it is really worth. For, 
thoſe bold African, will perpetually aſſault ths 
Town, and oblige the King of England to maintain 
a vaſt Garriſon in it, beſides a Multitude of othet 

Expences. This makes the Portugueze ſecretly ſmile 


and burthenſome Charges, a Daughter of the Roy 
Blood, and an old Fortreſs of no Uſe or Service 


fave only to diminiſh the Publick Treaſure, an! 


make away with ſome Thouſands of Men ev 
Year, | 1 
u 


— 
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Illuſtrious Grandee, tis no ſmall Encouragement 
to the poor exil'd Mahmut, that tho' he be ma- 
lign'd, flander'd, and perſecuted by his Enemies, 
yet he ſtill finds Protection and Friendſhip from the 
principal Miniſters. And that inſtead of Checks 
and Reproaches, to which I was formerly accu- | 
ſtomed, my Salary is now augmented to the Pro- 
portion of my neceſſary Expences; Money is ſent 
me with a liberal Hand, and my Slanderers are put 
to Silence and Shame. P | E 

Thou mayeſt acquaint the Divan, that there is 
now at this Court the eldeſt Son to the King of 
Denmark. What his Buſineſs is, People conjecture 
variouſly. Some lay, tis Love; others affirm, *twas 
only the Deſire of ſeeing Foreign Courts drew this 
"> WPrince from his native Country. 

Thou mayelt alſo inform them, that the Duke 
Savoy has married a Princeſs of the Blood Royal, 
they call her ova V je de Valois. Eliachim the 
ew lies dangerouſly ſick of a Fever. | 
As for me, who never had my perfect Health 
Iince I came to Paris, yet I retain a ſound Mind, 
ind a Heart inviolably devoted to the Intereſt of 
he Grand Signior : Whom God long preſerve on the 


* Throne of the Ottomans. 
2 Paris, 1075 of the 1½ Moon, 


of the Year 1663. 


LETTER XIV. --.: 
To the Kaimacham. 


* 


ER E is a Man come to this . a Calabrian 
by Birth, and of all Countries by Education : 
or he has been a Traveller from his _— if 
| | What 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


thought worthy to be courted by the Grandes 0 


ceal x rag and the Deſign I had in coveting 
_ Friendſhip. 
Aſtrology, and told him I was very ambitious to le 


/ 
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what he relates of himſelf be true. He ſpeaks all or 
moſt of the Languages of Europe very fluently, and 
is reſorted to by People of divers Countries, under 
the Character of a Fortune-Tellerand Phyſician. He 

orms both Parts to the Admiration of all thx 
ve been with him. | 

The Princes and Nobles of France viſit him daily, 
and ſo do Perſons of meaner Birth, They diſcover tg 
him their ſecret Maladies, and this Apollo ſeldom fail 
of Succeſs in curing them. He beftows ten Hours: 
Day in freely converſing with People of all Rank 
and Qualities ; healing the Diſeaſes of ſome, and tel 
ling to others their future Deſtinies. ; 

F went to his Chamber one Day, not to learn ny 
Fate (for I have little Faith in modern Prophets d 
Aſtrologers; nor to be cur'd of any Diltemper 
having no Eſteem for Quacks and Empiricks ; be 
Fides, I was. in good Health at that Time) but Cu 
: was the only Motive which led me thither 
that I might improve my ſelf in other 1 
by this Stranger's Company, and learn ſomething 
which I knew not before of foreign Courts, when 
by I might become more ſerviceable to the Grail 
Siewior- in this Station, and farther unravel tt 
Secrets of Chriſtian Princes. For fo it often fil 
out, that a Man reaps ſome conſiderable Adyas 
tage from the Society of Travellers and Men d 
Experience: And I had good Reaſon to hope f 
fome. Profit by this Man's Acquaintance, who | 


France. | 
Wherefore J addreſs'd my ſelf to him with! 
bundance of Ceremony and Regard; uſing allo 
much Diſſimulation as I thought neceſſary to col 
IT ſeem'd a great Admirer of judici 


the Rudiments of that Science from him, having hea 


\ 


- 
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i; Skill highly commended not only by vulgar 


a Fame, but by the Mouths of Men of Senſe and Qua- 
y, who gave him a fair Character, I faid 2 great 
7 1-2] more to infindate my {elf into his good Opini - 


on. But there being Company With him, he return- 
d my Compliments with much Civility, and deſir'd 
me to come to him at a more convenient Seaſon, and 
0 leave my Name, that he might order his Servants 
b give me a, kind Reception at any time, if he 
himſelf ſhould be out of the way, becauſe it was 
a mmon to ſend many from the r, without in- 
roducing *em.. I told him my Name was Titus of 

davia, and that my Zaſineſs at Paris was to ſtu- 


lv in the Academy, in order to my Preferment in 


mie Church. When he had taken this down in Wri- 
Ang, with the Hour and Minute of the Day, after the 
* ner of Aſtrologers, he begg'd me to excuſe the 
Fo eceſſity he Was under of returning to his Compa- 
iche and ſo I took my Leave. 


Not many Days after, I went to him again, full 


5 Hopes that I ſhould benefit much by his Compa- 
+ y. Bat as ſoon as he ſaw me, he ſurpriz d me 
87 ih this Language: ir] ; 


Sir, Du, have ventur'd much in coming to me ; For 
mo 'tis in n Power to diſcover you a your Buſineſs 
this City. But if 1 ſhould betray any Man, my Gift 
ould be taken from me. I am neither a Follower of 

oſes, Jeſus, ar Mahomet,. nor of any Sect that is 
ww extant. on Earth: But I adore the Spirit and 
oul of the Univerſe, which is Eternal and Infinite. 
verefore I hate no Man for his Religion, let it be 
at it toil}. And yam i hat are not what you ſeem to 
Hall receive no more Hurt from me in this Place, 
ban the Coadjutor of Paris: For I am of no Par- 
[ or Faction. All Men are equally my Friends, 
wo do me. me Wrong, and every Place is my 
ng. | 


Thou 


dence at Paris; mention'd my Captivity at Palerm 


Things Which I knew to be true of my ſelf, that! 
not depart from him of a ſudden, or ſhew any Di- 
lation and Artifice I could, I turn'd the Diſcout 


am not credulous of Miracles, Prophecies, or pft 


ordinary Faculty of wg, 3 or at leaſt that i 
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Thou may'ſt imagine that I was in no ſmall Ago. n 
niſhment at this Difcourſe. But recollecting my Wo 
Spirits, and conſidering it had always been my Opi. N 

on, That theſe Fortune- Tellers deal by Confeder:. Wa 
ey; and ſuſpecting that my. Name being known to pf 
him ſo long before, it was not difficult for him t l. 
inform himſelf ſomething of me; or that ſome Bo. WF: 
dy of his Acquaintance who knew me, had ſeen me 
go in and out from him, and ſo told him ſome df 
my Circumſtances. I made a Shew of going away 
diſlatisfy'd, ſaying, It till be but loſt Time to bearkn 
any longer to you: For I perceive you know nothing if 
me, in telling me I'm not tbe Man ¶ ſeem to be. Ni, 
reply'd he, with an obliging Kind of Earneſtneſz 
you art an Arabian, and ſerve forme Eaſtern Prince it 
tognito. Then he went on, and told me in a fe 
Words ſome former Paſſages of my Life. He hint 
ed at the Dangers J had been in, during my Ret 


and the Re-encounter I had with my old Sicilia 
Maſter.” To be brief, he told me ſo many othe 


grew very uneaſy in his Company, and yet du 


content. But muſtering together all the Diſimv 


to other Subjects; ſeeming very importunate i! 
learn 4f#rology of him, and promiſing him a l$ 
Gratuity, if he would teach me, I fairly took Lea 
reſolving, if poſſible, never to ſee him more. 

Never was a Man in greater Anxiety than I 
when I catne Home to my Chamber, and ponder\ 
what had paſs'd between this Stranger and me. 


tended Revelations. Yet I proteſt ſolemnly, I coul 
not forbear thinking he was endu'd with an exti 


was an excellent 4/rologer. Nay, to this Day I kno 
. & | 2 0 


— 


5 
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not well what to conclude” of him. IIe may, for 


ought I kngw, be a Demon incarnate ; or perhaps 
he is a Magician. Sometimes I think one thing, 
and ſometimss another, If he orms theſe pro- 
phetick Parts by Confederacy, till I'm at a loſs how 
he ſhould come to know ſo much of me, who al- 
waysthought my ſelf the privateſt Man in Paris, and 
have neglected no Methods that were proper to ren- 
der me ſuch in truth. Then I ſuſpect my old Sici- 
ian Maſter is one of this Man's Correſpondents, and 
has told him ſome of my Circumſtances: For I have 


p nd Reaſon to be jealous of Eliachim the Few. It 
Wut be ſome ſuch Way, or elſe he is more than a 
< Man, that can thus readily penetrate into the Secrets 


pf a Stranger. 


rn i Sage Kaimachan, I pray God defend thee from the 
of {Pnaes of Counterfeits and falſe Pretenders. 
- Paris, 13th of the 10th Moon, | 

1 * of the Tear 1663. 

"ther | 

2 ; 
5 F 

— To the Captain Baſſa. 


Hat I am going to relate wou'd ſeem incre- 


ou'd not give it any Room in a Letter to all the 
1 wi ſcerning iniſters of the Porte, were it not con- 
d by Letters from ſeveral Merchants in the 


*. 
= % Parts of Holland, to their Correſpondents in 
r City. d they all agree, That on the gth 
Icon,, of the Moon of November, a ſtrange Man was 


0.40. float on the Sea near the Shore, being ſup- 
ed by a Piece of Timber, on which he fate 


Who 


"dible to my ſelf, and for that Reaſon I 


th a Bottle of ſtrong n in his Hand. Thoſe. 
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who firſt beheld this Spectacle, were fiſhing in: \ 
ſmall Boat; and judging him to be the Relick o Mm 
ſome Shipwreck (for there had been violent Tem. W.1/ 
1a in thoſe Seas about that time) made up ty Man 
im, and took him into their Skiff. He expreſy4 wi 
his Gratitude for this Kindneſs in the beſt Manner 
- he cou'd, (for no body underſtood his Language.) 
And when he was come aſhore, he fell on hi 
Kneesz and having lift up his Eyes and Hands t 
Heaven, he proftrated himſelf, and kiſs'd the Earth. 
His Garments were made of the Skins of Fiſhes 
the Hair of his Head of a flaxen Colour, and he 
eem'd not to be faint for want of Suſtenance: 
Which made every one conclude, that he had key 
p his Spirits with that chymical Liquor in the Bot: 
ile, which was near half emptied: 
As ſoon as he ſaw the riſing Moon, he fell a 
is Face, and mutter'd certain barbarous Words 
tnocking his Forehead againſt the Ground: The 
ze roſe and danc'd after a wild Manner, * finging 
| bretty natural Airs; and at every Stop, with hy 
right Hand extended, pointed to that Planet, er 
preſſing, both in Tone and Actions, much Devotion 
and Love. | | 

Many learned Men were ſent for, to conſider 
his Stranger, and if poſlible, by Signs or other Mean 
to diſcover from whence he came, and what Fatt 
er Accidents had thus abandon'd him to the Fur 
of the Winds and Waves, to the Extremity 
Hunger, Cold, and Watching; and to the devout 
ing Jaws of Sea-Monſters. But all their 'Efor 
were unſucceſsful; they ſpoke to him in fever 
Languages, he — them, but ſtill in a Dial 
different from any of theirs, and altogether 1 
known. He ſeem'd to utter his Words in a Tal 
between whiſtling and finging ; which made {ol 
conclude he was a Chineſe , becauſe that Peop 
- pronounce many of their Letters after the 4 


„ 
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(manner. So do the Inhabitants of Tunguin and 
Malabar, with other Kingdoms in the Eaſt of 4/4; 
and Letters with them are as ſignificant as Words 
with the Europeans. They ſhew'd him Globes and 
Maps of the World, done by ſeveral Hands, and in 
various Languages, with particular Charts of all the 


maritime Regions on Earth. But to no other pur- 
woſe than to excite his Devotion afreſh to the Moon, 


Whoſe Reſemblance he ſaw on ſome of thoſe Pa- 
ers. He would ſmile at that Sight, kiſs his Fore- 
te Mfinger , and with a religious Complaiſance touch 
oe: the Figure of that Planet: Then ſeeming to be in 


wonderful good Humour, he would turn round 
nd fall a dancing, with his Arms ſtretch'd and 
urn'd in the ſame Poſture as thoſe who uſe Caſta- 
nets, or Cymbals. Singing all the while a ſort of 
narticulate Sounds, but ſurprizingly muſical and 
weet. So that no body knew what to make of 


He a d very temperate, modeſt, and reſign'd ; 
foling e pe Drinks that were offer d him! 
et neither eat nor drank to exceſs: Neither was he 
iſcontented at his Lodging, or any other vp. 9h 
ho' they tried to vex him ſeveral ways, that they 
night ſee how he would vent his Paſhon, But he 
niled at all, and ſubmitted patiently to every 
ung they impoſed on him. 

One thing was obſervable, that where-ever he 
w any Water, he would run to it immediately, 
dd waſh himſelf, as well as he could in thoſe Cir- 
imſtances, never forgetting to ſprinkle ſome to- 
ard that Part of the Heaven where the Moon was 
ible. And when they led him into the Fields or 


ardens, he would crop the Graſs and Flowers, 
e (ones with a compoſed Look wou'd throw them up in 
peo Air, adding ſuch religious Geſtures as con- 


ed every one, that he did it in Honour of ſome. 
Wer Above. Various were the Conjectures of Men 
G 2 about 
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about him; ſome were of one Opinion, and othen n 
of a quite different. No body could poſitively coi ge 
clude any thing. Neither is it poſſible, as I'm nM C 
form'd, for the wiſeſt Men in thoſe Parts to find ou m 


his Myſtery. , | St 
Perha «he's ſuch another as Imaum Rapibabet, ih © 
Per/fian Writer, mentions, who in the Year of th en 
Hegira 502, was taken up by a Merchant-Ship d it 
 Tndia, in the Streights of Babel Mandel, pretending S!: 
to be dumb, but capable of hearing, writing, i 
expreſſing himſelf ſeveral other Ways, if any bog ch. 
could have underſtood his Language. At laſt du 
w:s found to be an 3 Slave, run away fta F- 
his Maſter; an ingenious Fellow, and one that ſpoi try 
all the Languages of thoſe Parts; and therefore, 4 
he might be admir'd, would be ſure to write in he 
Character of his own Invention, which the. great 0 
Sa 75 could not read. N. tak 
ighty Baa, thou tncountereſt on that Elemeſſ of 
with ſtrange Monſters, and Creatures under dhe 
Name or Predicament that is known ; yet none | He 
+ terrible and dangerous as Cheats and Impoſtol 5 
From which I pray Heaven defend thee and me: 14 _ 
they infeſt both the Sea and Land. — 
Paris, 17th of rhe 2d Moon, of { 
F the Year 1663. Will 
| ove! 
_ — — — - — —— — you 

t 
LIT r XX. 
ge a of 1 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew af not 
Vienna. Pat, 
| ; ate 
7 He Term of our long mutual Silence, enjot ther 


us by our Supertors, is now happily xp! 
we have with good Succeſs manag'd our f 


— 
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nate Parts, without holding any Correſpondence to- 
gether. This was only a Trial of our Fidelity, 
Condut, and Obedience: Or perhaps 'twas no 
more than a Caprice of Policy, or a vain Whim of 
State. For *tis uſual with great Men, thus to pra- 
ftiſe Experiments on thoſe whom they deſign to 
employ in the moſt important Affairs. Whatever 
it 4 we have acquitted our ſelves like truſty 
Slaves; and that's enough for us. 
This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Mer- 
chant, one in whom I confide. Here are abun- 
dance of that Nation in Paris, and other Parts of 
France. They travel up and down from one Coan- 
try and City to another, under the Pretext of Tra- 
ding; but are really Spies, ſent from the Princes of 
the Eaſt, to obſerve the Counſels of theſe Wefern 
Courts, the Deſigns of Nazarene Monarchs, and to 
take an exact Eſtimate of the Strength and Riches 
of. theſe Infidels. For, tho' they outwardly profeſs 
themſelves to be Followers of Jeſus, yet in their 
Hearts they believe the Alcoran, and honour Ma ha- 
met our Hy Lawgiver. 
There is a Kind of Magick in Truth, which for- 
eibly carries the Mind along with it. Men readily 
embrace the Dictates of fincere Reaſon. Yet thoſe 
of = Nation are obſtinate, and ſhut their Eyes 
wilfully againſt the very Light of Nature. You 
over-value your ſelves and your Lineage, becauſe 
you are the Poſterity of {/aac, the Son of Sarab 
the Free-woman and Wife of Ibrahim ; reproach- 
ing us, that we are the Off-ſpring of Iſnael the Son 


of Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. You conſider 


f not that Iſmael was the Eldeſt Son of that glorious 
Patriarch; and that by the Law of Moſes it is en- 
acted, That the Fir/t-born Son ſhall inherit his Fa- 


njol 
17 * Slave, or hated Concubine. Did Moſes make 
Law contrary. to that of his Fathers; Or, cou'd 


ther's Patrimony, tho* he were the Son of a baſe 


G 3 | Ira 
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me 
| | 
| | 
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Thrones in Cruelty, Maſſacres, and Parricids 
Fathers bereaving their Children of the Lives the 
gave em, and Children putting their Parents © 


ficing their neareſt Relations to the 


U 
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| \ 
Tbrehim, the Beloved of Gop, do any thing contray 
to the Divine Will? How then cou'd he be guilty b 
of diſinheriting Inas his eldeſt Son, the Flower of {Ml * 
his Strength, and firſt Fruit of his Vigor? Doubtles ſu 
the —_ and Light of God which paſſed from 4. . 
damto Seth, Enoch, Noah; and Ibrahim, reſted alſo on i 5 
E. Heir Apparent of the Divine Promiſes, F WM /* 
of many Princes and noble Nations. D. 
Let thoſe- therefore of. thy Nation ceaſe to bod 
of their Pedigree, and exalt themſelves above the Wi I. 
victorious triumphant 7/maelites, Children of: 1 
high Stock, a Race wherein ſhines forth the Luſtre q © 
the ancient Renown, and the Right of Primogeni- Wi ** 
ture: A Lineage of illuſtrious Honour, multiplied 0 
2 ys the r N * , br 
eaven, us in gs, by the ſpe f 
nediction of C o D. Whereas, © hn, the I 2 
raelites never made any great Figure on Earth, ahd Jef 
are now reputed no better than Vagabonds through- 1 
out the World. | * V | 
Your Rabbi's Reply to this, by owning that ou Co 
Father 7/mae/ was indeed a great Prince, but tha — 
he was withal a wild and ſalvage Man, who ſupport: the 
ed his Nobility and Grandeur by Rapine and Blok.” 
' dwdlling altogether in Defarts unfrequented N 
Places; robbing the Caravans of Merchants 208 - 
Travellers; opprefling the Poor, and murdering the oy 
Innocent. In fine, they give this Character of him g 5 
"That his Hand was againſt every Man, and every Mair, 
Hand ainſt Bim. | ther 
To this Accuſation they alſo add another, TB. 
the Princes of the Fa who deſcend from Inu Sale 
have all along, even to this Day, eſtabliſhed ther; 


th; Brothers murdering Brothers, and fact: 
Maxims of! 
barbarol 
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barbarous Policy, the reſtleſs Suſpicions of State. 
And that all this is more eſpecially manifeſt in the 
ſublime Houſe of the invincible Ottoman. 

Theſe are the Charges of Hebrew Spight, the 
Slanders which your Doctors caſt on the Progeny of 
Brabim, even on I/mael and his Children, to this 
Day. But I would have thee, Nathan, reflect im- 
partially on Things, and ſuffer not thy Judgment 
to be impoſed on by the Sophiſtry of your Scribes. 
Look back to the Primitive Times of Iſrael, examine 
the written Law, the Records of Mo/es and the Se- 
niors. There thou wilt meet with uent Ex- 
amples of thoſe very Crimes which you lay to our 
Charge; true Parallels of the ſuppoſed Tyranny and 
inhuman Actions, with which you tax the unble- 
milh'd Jmaelites. ü 

Did not your Father Jacob ſupplant his own el- 
deſt Brother Eau? Did he not cheat his Uncle Laban 
of his Sheep? What was wanting to him of 1/maePs 
Valour and Fierceneſs, he ſupplied with a Fox-like 
uu Craft and Subtilty. Yet how often did he plunder 

che Children of Hamer ? and boaſted afterwards of 
* — Preys he had taken from them with his Bow and 


we - 


pear 

wills Wben 29% Fathers came out of Egypt, what a 

te Cernage did Moſes their Leader commit, when he 

commanded the Sons of Levi to ariſe with their 

words in their Hands, and every Man to kill his 
Brother, his Friend, and his Neighbour ; ſo that 

there fell that Day, at the Foot of Mount Sinai, 


be and Twenty Thouſand Men? Vet for the 
dere of this deteſtable Tragedy he bleſſed em, fay- 
ids, Lö have conſecrated your Handi this Day in Blood, 


very Man in the Blood of bis Neighbour. Behold! - 
2 of your Prieſthood, which is the Sig 
mr of Nobility among the Jes. 1 


| — 
084 Re. 
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Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut off the 
whole Race of Benjamin, fo that there were not 
above ſix hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. For. 
get not alſo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of Manaſt 
got the Sovereignty by maſlacring ſeventy of hi 
own Brothers on one Stone. Your own Record 
Jay, That Gop gave you Kings in his Wrath, among 
whom there was not one who was not a Man & 
Blood. And in the whole Catalogue y6u can ſcae 
And four who were not tainted with Sacrilege, Ido 
_ latry, and other enormous Vices. | a 
In a word, Nathan, both the Sons of 7/mael an 
J/aac were but Men; and if thou. haſt nothing 
elſe to object againſt the former, but what thou 
muſt confeſs the latter were equally guilty of, | 
adviſe thee henceforth” to lay thy Hand upon thy 
Mouth, and ceaſe to ſpeak Evil of thoſe, again 
whom no Man can ſharpen his Tongue or Pen an 
proſper. | 566-4191 


Paris, 224 of the 24 Moon, 
of the Near 1663. 


LET T,E.R AXIk -::: 
* g | FT - #4 | 
To the ſame. fs Hi hy 4 


Concluded my other Letter ſomething imp: 

4 ſectly, and ſhort of my Deſign; being interrupt 
ed by a Baden Deluge of Humours overflowing 
Eyes, accompanied with a Tempeſt in my e 
Whieb at once took from me the Power of thinking 
regularly, and of ſeeing how to write. I am oftet 
 ſubjeft to theſe Weakneſſes of late, and to mal 
Other Maladies. My Body ſenſibly decays ; Age u 
Lie, Watching and Sickneſs, with a b y 


1 


* 


% 


ſualities beſide, have almoſt diſſolv'd this congeal'd 
Medly of the Elements. Methinks, I am now no 
more than a poor Skeleton, to which Nature and 
Fortune have left a wither'd Skin, for Mode- 
ſty's fake, to cover its Nakedneſs; with a few eva- 
cuated Veins and Arteries; ſhrunk Sine ws, Ten- 
dons, Muſcles, and Cartilages, to tack this Machine 
of Bones together, and keep it in Motion. In a 
word, I ſeem to my {elf to 4 only a Hobgoblin, or 
Ghoſt in diſguiſe; I cannot fay incarnate, (for I've. 
loſt all my Fleſh ) but only bag'd or clouted up in 
the moſt contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiqua- 
ted Relicks of Mortality, like a Maudlin or Scare- 
crow, J hang together by Geometry. 

Yet, ſuch as J am at theſe Years, I ſtill poſſeſs at 


m in the Days of my Youth, when I was full 
of Marrow and good Blood. I can feel my Soul. 
ſometimes fluttering her Wings, and briskly ſha. 
king off the heavy, flimy Clogs of Earth, of Sleep, 
nd of enchanted Life, or living Death. She ftruts 
nd plumes herſelf, ſhe mounts aloft and glides: 
n happy, tho' but momentary Foretaſtes of eter- 
aal Bliſs. And then lur'd down again by Charm 
f her accuſtom'd Eaſe and Pleaſure in the Fleſh, 
he comes to hand at call, and being hoodwink'd 
rom the radiant Light of Heaven, ſhe tamely- 
erches on the meaneſt ſenſual Appetite, which 
lily conveys her to her wonted Darkneſs. This 
the changeable: State of Mortals, and we muſt, 
ot expect a fixed Condition on this fide . the Sepul- 
re. The Noble and the Vulgar are equally liable. 
d theſe Inconſtancies of Spirit ; neither can the 
oſt exalted State of Sovereign Monarchs, privi- 
ge them from the common Frailties of- Mankind. 
hey are no otherwiſe diftinguiſh'd. from the 
eaneſt of their Slaves, than only by the Vat 
of their Poſſeſſons, their numerous Retinue, 
— G5; their 
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rtain Seaſons more ſerene and vigorous Thoughts, 
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Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut off the WM 
whole Race of Benjamin, fo that there were not l 
above fix hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. For. 
get not alſo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of Manaſſ 
got the Sovereignty by maſlacring ſeventy of hi 
own Brothers on one Stone. Your own Record 
lay, That Gop gave you Kings in his Wrath, among 
whom there was not one who was not a Man d 
Blood. And in the whole Catalogue y6u can fearc 
And four who were not tainted with Sacrilege, Ido. 
latry, and other enormous Vices. | al 
In a word, Nathan, both the Sons of 1/nael and 
Iſaac were but Men; and if thou, haſt nothing 
elſe to object againſt the former, but what thou 
muſt confeſs the latter were equally guilty of, | 
adviſe thee henceforth” to lay thy Hand upon thy 
Mouth, and ceaſe to ſpeak Evil of thoſe, againl 
whom no Man can ſharpen his 'Tongue or Pen an 


proſper. 


Paris, 224 of the 24 Moon, 
ef the Near 1663. 


TERS Nu ts 8, oy te hp 
7 To the ſu m. 


Concluded my other Letter ſomething imp 

1 fealy, and ſhort of my Deſign; being interrupt 
ed by a Nada Deluge of Humours overflowing ll 
Eyes, accompanied with a Tempeſt in my He 
which it once took from me the Power of thinkn 
regularly, and of ſeeing how to. write. I am ofte 
ſudject to theſe Weakneſſes of late, and to mal 
-other Maladies. My Body ſenſibly decays ; Age m 
Kue, Watching and Sickneſs, with a thouſand 5 


. 


% 


de fualities beſide, have almoſt diſſolv'd this congeal'd 
a0 Medly of the Elements. Methinks, I am now n 

or. more than a poor Skeleton, to which Nature an 

Fortune have left a wither'd Skin, for Mode- 
his ſty's fake, to cover its Nakedneſs; with a few eva- 
uch i cuated Veins and Arteries; ſhrunk Sinews, Ten- 
ons on dons, Muſcles, and Cartilages, to tack this Machine 
of Bones together, and keep it in Motion. In a 
ance i word, I ſeem to my ſelf to be only a Hobgoblin, or 
de Ghoſt in diſguiſe ; I cannot ſay incarnate, (for I've. 
bot all my Fleſh) but only bag'd or clouted up in 
and WW the moſt contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiqua- 
un ted Relicks of Mortality, like a Maudlin or Scare- 


hou WY crow, J hang together by Geometry. 
„ | Yet, ſuch as J am at theſe Years, I till poſſeſs at 
— in Seaſons more ſerene and vigorous Thoughts, 


in in the Days of my Youth, when I was full 
of Marrow and good Blood. I can feel my Soul. 
ſometimes fluttering her Wings, and briskly ſha.; 
king off the heavy, flimy Clogs of Earth, of Sleep,. 
nd of enchanted Life, or living Death. She ſtruts 
nd plumes * herſelf, ſhe mounts aloft and glides: 
n happy, tho' but momentary Foretaſtes of eter- 
al Bliſs. And then lur'd down again by Charms- 
f her accuſtom'd Eaſe and Pleaſure in the Fleſh, 
he comes to hand at call, and being hoodwink'd 
rom the radiant Light of Heaven, ſhe tamely 
erches on the meaneſt ſenſual Appetite, . which 
lily conveys her to her wonted Darkneſs. This 
the changeable: State of Mortals, and we muſt, 
ot expect a fixed Condition on this fide . the Sepul- 
hire. The Noble and the Vulgar are equally liable. 
d theſe Inconſtancies of Spirit; neither can the 
oft exalted State of Sovereign Monarchs, . privi- 
ge them from the common Frailties of- Mankind. 
hey are no otherwiſe diftinguiſh'd. from the 
eaneſt of their Slaves, than only by the Vatt- 
b of their Poſſeſſins, their numerous Retinue, 

4 Gs tein 


1 130 Letters writby Vol. VI 
their unlimited Power, and the vain Pageantry of 
external Honour. AS 

If we examine the Origin of Nobility, and Royll 
Grandeur ; if we trace the Genealogies of Prince, 
and Potentates up to their Fountain, we ſhall find 
the firſt Fathers of theſe noiſy Pedigrees to be cruel 
Butchers of Men, 8 Tyrants, perfidiouz 

r p 


Truce-breakers, Robbers, and Parricides. In 188 * 
word, the moſt primitive Nobility was no other if; 
than potent Wickedneſs, or dignifted Impiety. And ne 
all the ſucceſſive Continuations of it eritance, Wi fi. 
Election, or otherwiſe, even to theſe n Times yy 
are but ſo many Traducts of exorbitant Power ani 
Honour, acquir'd and propagated by the moſt ena. 60 
mous Vices, by Practices unworthy of Men, and d * 
which the Authors themſelves are always aſpamd. f. 
Therefore they cover their unjuſt Encroachments ry 
and Invaſions, with. the ſpecious Pretexts of Juſtia f fe 
and Virtue, calling that Conqueſt, which is no the b. 
than downright Robbery, and z themſelves bh 


Patrons — —— — and Rights, — 
Tas, whilſt in are the greateſt Opp ; 
oe. yp iſts, and: Out-laws = the = 
or | KC 
This is not only true in the Race of Jae! and * 
Haar, of whom I made mention in my other Letts, 
[ but in all the Families which have ever made 2 
1 eminent Figure and Noiſe in the World. 
What were the four renown'd Monarchies, but © 
many Empires of Banditti, Governments of Fri 
boaters, Pyrates, and Licens'd Thieves P. As Diomeil 
told Alexander the Great. IJ, ſays he, becauſe I ji 
the private Corſair, and cruiſe up and down the Seu 
- cot aj a bf Ship,am accus'd as a Pyrate : Thou th 
A the ſame thing with @ mighty Fleet, art calÞ4 u 
Emperor. {thou werd alone, and a Captive, as I ah 
they would eſteem thee no better than a Thief: 4 
were Fat the Head of a numerous Army, as thou. 2 
n (7 


eligion and able 
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held be reverented as an Emperor. For as to the Ju- 
ice of our Cauſe, there is no other Difference but this, 
Phat thor do more Miſchief than I, Misfortune has 
compel d me to be a Thief; whereas nothing but an 
intolerable Pride, and inſatiable Avarice, puts thee upon 
the ſame Courſe of Life. If Fortune would prove more 
uvourable to me, for aps 1 might become better: Where - 
as, thy continual Succeſſes make thee but the worſe. A- 
l:xander admiring the Boldneſs of the Man, and the 
Reſoluteneſs of his Spirit, gave him a Command in 
his Army, that fo he might rob and plunder from 
theneeforth by Authority. _ | 
But I ſhould have begun higher in Antiquity with 
the Empire of the Afyrians, founded by Ninus, in 
the Blood and Slaughter, Ruin and Deſtruction of all 
his Neighbours, and increas'd after the ſame Me- 
thods by his Wife Semiramis, who begging of her 
Husband, that ſhe on * reign for five Days, and 
he granting her Requeſt, ſhe put on the Royal Or- 
ments, and fitting on the Throne of uncontroul- 
of able Majeſty, commanded the Guards to degrade and 
ö aher Husband. Which being done, ſhe ſucceeded 
| in the Empire, adding Etbiopia to her other Domi- 
* nions, carrying a War into India, and encompaſſing 
Babylon with a magnificent Wall; at laſt ſhe was 
rd by her Son Nizyas. Thus was the Afyriaz 
Monarchy eftabliſh'd in Regicides, Maſſacres, and 
Carnage. And by the ſame Methods 'twas tranſla- 


fo > 
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= ted by Arbactus to the Medes. He having caus'd 
* Sardanapalur, the laſt and moſt effeminate of all the 
750 Hrian Kings, to die in the midſt of his Concu- 


vines. Thus was Treachery and Murther handed 
down with the Sovereign Power ; till at length Cy- 
rus the Perſian, transferr'd. them to this Country; 
whoſe Son, Cambyſes, rais'd the ſecond univerſal Mo- 
narchy, on the additional Ruins of many other 
ngdoms, cementing it with the Blood of his Bro- 
therand his Son. Yet, after all, it was tranſlated 
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to the Macedonians, by Alexander the Great, not 
without an equal Guilt of Parricide, and other exor- 
bitant Vices. From whom at laſt it devolv'd to the 
Romans. n | | 
What need I mention the ſcandalous Birth of A. 
mulus and Remus, the Twin-Sons of an inceſtuous 
Yeftal? Or, their debauch'd Education under a com- 
mon Proſtitute, fabulouſly yeil'd by the Roman Hiſto- 
rians, under the Title of a Ve, to render the Ori- 
gin of their Empire miraculous? Why ſhou'd I > 
count the horrid Fratricide committed by Romulu 
on Remus his Brother; or the celebrated Rape d 
Sabine Wives, Virgins, and Widows ? It will ſeen 
invidions, to call to mind the deteſtable Murther d 
Titus Tatius, the good old Captain of the Sabina 
with many other barbarous Maſſacres. Yet, thel 
enormous Crimes were the Foundations of the Rt 
mans Grandeur and Nobility, ſo formidable after 
wards to the whole Earth. And the SuperſtruCture 
was anſwerable, through all the various Changes and 
Revolutions of Government, even to the Reig 
of _— Ceſar, under whom Rome gain'd tit 
Title of the fourth univerſal Monarc hy. 
This Emperor, tho' he was  eſteem'd the mol 
merciful and juſt » Prince on Earth, yet he eb 
bliſh'd his Throne in the Blood of his Kindred, f. 
crificing the Children of his Uncle to the Ends d 
State: And that he might not deviate from tis 
Royal Ingratitude of other Princes, he barbaroul) 
-extinguiſh'd the Off- ſpring of his Father's Brothes 
'who 1 8 adopted — to the Inheritance of 1 bo 
. perial Dignity. Scornin an unkingly 1 ender 
neſs, to Pars the wh. Be Names of „* and 
Cleopatra, to whom he was ſo nearly related, 
who had inveſted him with the Power of being 
I i 
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I will not make thee ſick, by rehearſing the abo- _ 
minable Lives and wicked Act ions of. the Nero, 
Domitians, Caligula's, Heliogabulufs, Galienus's, and 
the reſt of thoſe Royal Monſters. Hiſtory itſelfß, 
bluſhes to recite ſuch * of Impiety, and their 
very Names are odious to all Generations. 
if we paſs from theſe mighty Empires to King- 
doms of leſs Note, we ſhall ſtill trace the Footſteps 
of the fame Vices. Both ancient. and modern Re- 
cords are full of theſe Tragedies. The original 
Kingdom of the Greeks took its Riſe from the Parri- 
cide of Dardanus; and the female Empire of the 
Amazons, began in the barbarous Maſſacre of their | 
Husbands, Alt Ages and Nations afford us Exam- 'Y 
ples of this Nature; and the higheſt Honours, Dig- 
nities and Commands, were ever acquir'd and main- 
tain'd by the higheſt Injuftice. | 
Therefore, honeſt Nathan, let thou and I never 
envy the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth; but 
contented in qur humble Poſts, fitting under the 
Unbrella's of a nb Obſcurity, let us ſerve the 
3 Signior with Integrity, and a Zeal void of In- 
juſtice. 5 E 


Paris, 22d of ibe 2 Moon, _- 
be ar 1663. 
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„ LETTER XXII..." 
20 Codarafrad Cheik, 4 Man ' of the 


2 | 


Hou wilt approve the Sentence that was yeſter- 
T day executed on à Frenchmarin this City, who 
ſaid he was the Son of God, and had perſuaded 2 
2 many poor ignorant People to believe him. 

e was burnt alive for his Blaſphemy, and his Aſfies 
kick'd into a Ditch. Had he been convicted of this 
horrid I . in any of the Grand Signior's Domi- 
nions, he undergone the like, or a more terri- 
ble Puniſhment: For the Alcoram expreſsly fays, 
That God has neither Wife, Son, Daughter, ur Comp: 
nion: And that aboſe ſbhall ſuſfer eternal Pains, wh 
vnc h any ſuch Doctrins. Doubtleſs there is hut one 
God; and the Trarnal Unity" eannot be divided; or 
multiply'd, to make more Gods in Faction, or pro- 
create an 228 of diminutive Deities. He, the 
Father of all things, dwells in eternal Solitude, and 
from an infinite Retirement, beholds the various 
Generations of the Univerſe; they are all - equally 
his Off-ſpring, and *tis Blaſphemy to affirm he ha 
a Son, or a Daughter, ora Companion like unto him- 
ſelf. For he is uncreated, unbegotten, and entire: 
ſole Poſſeſſor of his own Glory, without Rival or 

Competitor There was none before him, neither 

ſhall there be any aft& him. He is without Begin- 
or End. A. | 
ut theſe Infidels harbour ſtrange Opinions about 
a Trinity of Gods, and follow the Doctrines of Hermes 
Triſneg ſtus, Plato, Plitinus, and other Pagan Phile 
ſopbers, who aſſerted a Triad in the Deity; and on 
that Baſis, founded all the Polytheiſm of the G. 
files: Hence Pythagoras drew his n, 


len 


their Heads with the Myſteries of theſe Divirie 
Unintelligible Numbers, dehver'd their Theolo 
plain, groſs Fictions, ſuitable to the Capacities of the 


Brains: Another ſtarting a God from his 
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aaternity out of Three. But the Poets not puzzling 


Vulgar: One midwifing a Goddeſs out of 4 520d 

high. 
But this filly Fellow, could not derive his Pedigree 
ſo near as from a little Toe of the Ir There- 


fore, he was deſeryedly reduc'd to his Atoms, 
and ſpurn'd out of the World. | 

The French have various. Kinds of Puniſhments 
for Malefactors; but none more terrible than break- 
ing on the Wheel. This is inflicted only on natori- 
ous Criminals, and the Manner is thus: The Party 
condemn'd is faſten'd to a Wheel, with his Arms 
and Legs extended to their full length and wideneſs. 
Then tomes the Executioner, and with an Iron Bar 
breaks one Bone after another, till the miſerable 
Wretch is in the Agonies of Death, and ſo he is 
leſt to expire in unutterable Torments: For, ſome 
Men of ſtrong Conftitutions, will retain Life in this 
Condition for twelve or more Hours together. ö 

Honourable Codarafrad, tho' the Executions of the 
Eaſt are more ſwift and ſurprizing, than thoſe in 
the Weſt; yet they are not comparable to them for 
2 : The worſt Death being but a Minute's 

Sage Cheik, J reverence thy accompliſh'd Know- 
ledge in the Laws of Equity and Juſtice. _ | 


Paris, 4 5th of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 


— 


The End of the Second Book. 
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| LETTER I. 
2 o Solyman his Couſin, at Chalcedon. 


| Commend thee for removing thiy 
from Place to Place; andcou'd wil 
that thou would'ſt not only wx 
k 2 thy Reſidence through al 
the Cities ſeated on the Bo/phoru, 
—_— Pri, Euxim Sea, and the 
CSS 772//:/pon:, but viſit by Turns al 
the famous Marts in the World. 
Praiſe be to God, we are not born in Myſcovy, Refi, 
China, os under the narrow-ſoul'd Governments Excel 
Saeurgus, Plato, and ſuch kind of jealous _ 
4 ; * 


— 
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vers 3 where it would be no leſs Puniſhment, than 
the Loſs of one's Eyes, Ears, and Feet, if not of 
Life itſelf, to travel out of his native Country, or 
for a Stranger to come in, excepting Foreign Am- 
baſſadors and Agents, who in China are ſorced to 
travel with their Faces veil'd or muffled from the 
Confines to the Court, leſt they ſnould ſpy the Diſ- 
advantages of the Country. _ G4” Ht 

Doubtleſs this is — cong to the Law of Nature 
and Nations, an Oppreſſion of Humanity, and di- 
realy oppoſite to the Purpoſe of Gop, when he de- 
ſign d and made us for ſociable Creatures: For, the 
whole Earth is but as one-Country or Province, com- 
mon to Men and Beaſts. *'Tis our Element, and 
therefore we ought to be free in it, to range where 
we pleaſe, as the Fowls do in the Air, and the Fiſh 
in the Sea, without any Law, Reſtraint, or Injury. 
Such a Thought as this, made Socrates, when he 
was ask'd, What Countryman he was ? anſwer, Ian 
a Native of the Univerſe, and therefore free to live 
where I will, /. | += a x / 
Thou know'ſ our Couſin Jſauf bas travell'd over 
all Alia and Africt, with ſome Parts of Europe. My 
Brother Pe/te/i Hali, has alſo viſited many Regions in 
the Eaſt. Both of them have improv'd their Eſtates 
nd Fortunes in the World, the one at 4#racan, the 
other at Conſtantinople. Follow their Steps, and 
hou may'ſt have thy Heart's Content. Go, and ob- 


uſtoms, Laws, and Religions. Survey the Moun- 
aig, Vallies,' Deſarts, Rivers, Lakes, Seas, Cities, 
Ales, Palaces, and all the other defirable Objects, 
rhich embelliſh this Globe. | er 
But beware of the Infirmity of moſt Travellers, 
ho, Camel ion- like, change their Humour and Man- 
ers as the Regions vary through which they paſs: 
leer Mimicks, Buffoons, and 255 who place their 
xcellency in imitating every £4 


ſerve the different Manners of Men, their various 


hing they ſee, or 


i 1 
6 
i 
if 
1 
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* 
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meet with. Thus degenerating from themſelves; f 
inſtead of improving their Minds in true Science and t 
Wiſdom, and hardening their Bodies to endure pati. P. 
ently the Injuries of the Elements, with all the Fs. 
tigues and Contingencies of human Life, which ar WM ©! 
the chief Ends of travelling, next to that of learning WW n 
how to ſerve our Sovereign and our Country in 1 
more refined Manner. | 
* Solyman, never think that thou wilt deſerve the 
Character of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Retun 
thou canſt only boaſt of ſtrange and incredible Thing 
thou haſt ſeen, tell monſtrous Romances, and WWF © 
Fictions more fabulous than thoſe of the Gentil 
Poets. Aim at ſolid Knowledge, and the Improve 
ments of a rational Creatfire. As thou goeſt ot BW 
a Muſulman, ſo return; but with all the AdvaW7! 
tages that may recommend thee for a Perſon ac 
compliſh'd ingfifory, Morals, Politicks, and Divin 
Philoſophy. oo 
If thou dareſt not undertake a Ramble at large, 9 T 
to thy Couſin Iſouf at Aftracan, where he is ſettle | 
in a way of Traffick and Merchandize. Take thy 
Voyage by the Black Sea, and the Palus Meotis. Ci 
thy Eyes on the antient Kingdom of Coloebis, as thoi 
faileſt by her Shores; confider the Temper of the 
Mingrelians, Cirraſtans, and Tartars, with the rf 
of the People through whoſe Territories thou wil 
is. And when thou arriveſt at AMfratan, tell u 
"Coufin Youf, that I wiſh'd thee to take this Court: 
He will reſpe& thee for thy Uncle's Recommends 
tion. Shew him this Letter, and let his. ow 
Eyes fee the Hand-writing of Mahmut, the agel 
weather-beaten Slave of the Earth's Great 80% 
reign ; the old, : , griſled Watchman of the Sul 
lime Porte, which is the Refuge of Mortals. Hei 
find many Opportunities to advance thee. But 
adviſe thee to wean thy ſelf from all Fondneſs, I! 
conſtancy, and Diſcontent. Be true to thy " a 
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ſedulous and active, patient and reſign'd. Take all 
things as they come from Deſtiny, without being 
peeviſh or fretful. | 

8o may God bleſs thee, and give thee the Riches 
of the Earth, and the ſweet Influences of Heaven; 
make thee happy here and hereafter. Finally, may 
thy Reſt be on high in Paradiſe. | 


Paris, 1// of the 5th Moon, 
of the Near 1663. 


LETTER II. 


70 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople. 


Here is no doubt, but when thou waſt in the 

Indies, the Names of Sultan Dara, Sujah, Au- 
engzebe, and Morad Batche, were not leſs known 
0 thee, than that of their Father Cha Ieban, the 
rand Mogul. Thy Buſineſs as well as Curioſity, 
tall'd thee often to the Court, where thou haſt 
ieard the Characters of theſe young Princes, whofe 
arly Years furniſh'd the World with Matter of 
oiſe and great Expectations, and gave the old 
onarch that begat 'em Trouble and Care enough 
0 keep them in Order, and prevent their Machina- 
ons againſt one another as well as againſt himſelf. 
or in thoſe Days he ſaw his Family divided into 
actions, and a Royal Envy mix'd with Ambition, 
eee and Siſters againſt each other, 
ho 15 ature were made for the Offices of reci- 

— | | 


Surely, tis but a glorious Infelicity for Children 
be thus born. Candidates of a Crown, when each 
| 13 
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is oblig'd a Principle of Self. preſervation, tn th 
purſue his Claim, in a Method wholly repugnm * 


of the ſame Blood: When ſhaking off all Tender 7": 
ſheath their Swords in each others Bowels, to pre. 


narchs lie under, in that from their Infancy they a 


the firſt Hour of his Reign. : 
are committed to able and learned Tutors, and 


* Wiſdom, and Courage, they are diſpoſed of, ev 


to Humanity, and the Affection that is due to thoſe Ut 
neſs and Compaſſion, the Sons of one Mother muſ 


vent their own Fate; and raviſh a Crown by Forc, 
to fave their Lives. 

Vet this is the Misfortune of all the Zaftm 
Courts, that they cannot ſee a Prince aſcend th 
Throne without the Slaughter of his Brethren, an 
all that can be ſuſpected to pretend, or ſaw i 
Competition with him for the Sovereignty. * * 

"However, . it muſt be copfeſs'd that the Indian 
licy in this Point is far more generous than that oft 
Ottomans or Perſians; who either immediately aft 
their Poſſeſſion of the Throne, murder in cold Blo 
all the reſt of their Lineage; or at leaſt imprif 
them in ſome dark Dungeon during their Lives, an 
not ſeldom put out their Eyes. And this is owing! 
the Diſadvantage the unhappy Children of our Mi 


confin'd to the Seraglio, and educated under the 1 
telage of Women and Eunuchs, even during ti 
whole Life of their Father; ſo that he who 1s: 
vanc'd to the Throne has all the reſt in his Cuſt 


Whereas, in Þrdoſtan the Princes of the Bhi 


they grow in Years, increaſing alſo in Knowle 


one ſuitable to his Capacity. Some being m 
Miniſters. of State, others Generals of Armies, 
Governors of Provinces: Whereby each is put! 
.a Condition to make Parties for himſelf, among 
Grandees and thoſe of inferior Degree, and 
for tify his Intereſt in Court and or 8 Country 
Camp. Thus an open Field is left for all to 


* 
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their Wit and Courage in, for the Sake of Inheri- 
tance; and tis more equal to let them nobly skir- 
miſh for a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery for 
Life or Death, than ſet up one with the Advanta 
and Character of a Butcher, and turn the Seraill' 
to a Shambles, always polluted with Royal innocent 
Blood. F 
But every State purſues its own Maxims; and 
there are not wanting Men of the Law, who juſtify 
this inhuman Conduct of our Sultans, as the only 
Meays to prevent publick Diſtractions and civil 
War; which always happen where there 4.e many 


Pretenders to the Imperial Dignity 3 as it lately fell 
out in the Indies. | 


I need not acquaint thee with what particular 
Dignities and Commands the Great Mogul inveſted 
his four Sons. Thou could'ſt ſufficiently inform thy 
ſelf of theſe things when thou waſt at Dehli, the Ca- 
pital City of Indoſtan. Neither need I ſay any thing 
of Rauchenara Begum, or his Siſter Sabeb, the two 
Daughters of Cha Ieban. Thou haſt been there in 


Perſon; know'ſt more of theſe things than I, who 


am oblig'd to the Merchants and Travellers for all 
my Intelligence of the Indian Affairs. 
But I can certify thee of ſomething which has been 
ranſacted there ſince thy Return to Conſtantinople; 
the Fame whereof perhaps is not yet arriy'd to the 
1 20 City. | | 
now then, that in. the Year 1655, a Rumor 
peing ſpread abroad through the Provinces of India, 
that Cha Jehan was dead, each of his four Sons be- 
pan to lay about him for the Crown. They did all 
hat is uſual in ſuch Caſes for ambitious Perſons to 
vo, by courting the Omrabs andRajahs with large Pre- 
[ents and larger Promiſes, by obliging the Soldiery 
vith immenſe Largeſſes; in a word, by rouzi 
p the Friendſhip and Integrity of their Adhe- 
ents, and by winning over Strangers to their diffe- 
rent 


— - 
— — — — — — 


2 
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rent Parties, with whatſoever elſe was thought ne. 
ceſſary to carry on a proſperous War againſt one 
another: For the innate Deſire of reigning had 
equally poſſeſſed them all. But Deſtiny, which ap- ] 
points and conſummates human Events, had reſeryd 
the Crown for Aurengzebe, who ſurpaſs'd all the rd 
in Policy and Diſſimulation. i 
With profound Craft this Prince over-reach'd 
his younger Brother Morad Batche, and put himin 
Chains in the midſt of Morad's own Army; pack 
ing the Officers with Bribes, and the common Scl. 
s with Increaſe of their Pay, whilſt he ſent ther 
General away Priſoner to one of his ſtrongeſt Caſtles, 
'This was the firſt conſiderable Stroke he gave to- 
ward the gaining a Crown. For now he was not 
only rid of ane Competitor, and the moſt dange- 
rous of all the reſt, but alſo became Maſter of hi 
Army and all his Treaſure ; which being join'd to his 
own, put him in a Condition to purſue his good 
Fortune with Succeſs. Yet the War laſted almol 
ſix Years; his Brother Sultan Szjab keeping him i 
play on the Side of Bengal, and Sultan Dara neat 
the Capital Cities Agra and Debly. | 
But at laſt they were both forced to yield to 
4! Fortune of Aurengebe. In fine, he was eſtabliſh'd 
1. and now fits on the Throne of his Fathers; whull 
11 they fell Saerifices to the Jealouſy and Revenge d 
[ their victorious Brother; being, as I am inform's 
| taken Priſoners, and afterwards poiſoned, or hut: 
ried out of the World ſome other Way. ; 
Thus paſſes away human Glory like a Cloud dr 
ven before the Wind; or like the Smoak of a Fig 
which looks bright and gay for a while, crackles and 
given Heat to all that are near it, but is either ſud 
enly quench'd with Water, or evaporates into All 
and 1s no more remember'd. | | L 
Dear Peſteli, conſider that this Earth is not out 0% 


native Country: We are Foreigners here . 
a 0 
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let us improve e our ſelves, by every Thing, we en- 
counter, in Knowledge and Virtue, without lear- 


ning the Vanity and Vices of Mortals. 


Paris, 4th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Near 1663. 


"4 


— 


7 Uſeph, Baſſa. 5 5 


Ere is great Rejoycings for the Converſion of 
a certain Proteſtant Prince to the Faith of 
he Roman Church. They call him the Dake of 


Meblelaurghᷣ. He is ſaid to ſpring from an ancient 
ue of Kings among the Yandals. This Court ca- 
00 eſſes him in an — manner, as they 
ally do all Proſelytes of his high Quality; as for 


ome the Prieſts Slaves and Aſſes. 
The King who is ſtiled The eldeſt Son of the Church, 
nd therefore ought to appear a living Demonſtrati- 


10, Wn of her boaſted Virtues, has been very liberal of 
nik is Favours to the new Devotee, creating him 
e O88 ni7bt of the Holy Spirit, which is the moſt ſublime 
maß degree of Honour in this Kingdom, next to that of 


eing made Peer of the Realm. i 
Couriers arrive one at the Heels of another from 


de Duke of Beaufort, who is eruiſing about on the 
Fire iterranen. But ] cannot get a Sight of any of 
em, nor learn what their Expreſſes contain. The 
ſuc i ourtiers and Stateſmen here are the very Whirl- 


dols of Intelligence, Whatever News is communi- 
ted to them, is ſwallow'd wp and loſt for ever in 
wound filence. They receive all, but return 

| | none 


poor and vulgar Converts, they ſerve only to be- 


Le 
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none again. However, People take the Liberty tz. 
12 — Man according to his Reaſon or Fancy, 
Some ſay, the Duke of Beaufort has engaged with: 
Fleet of Algerines, and driven them into their Hu. 
bour with great Loſs on their Side, and Triumph 
his. Others laugh at this as only a Court Roman, 
who ſtrive to prepoſſeſs the Nation with profperoy 
Stories of the King's Arms, both by Sea and 
Whilſt a third Sort affirm, That thoſe Diſpatche 
come not from the Duke of Beaufort, who, they la 
is dead, being kill'd by a Cannon-Bullet, in an En 
counter with the Cor/airs of Barbary : But, thi 
they are ſent from the next chief Officers in tix 
Thoulon Fleet, to give the King an Account of h 
Death, and receive few Orders. | 
In the mean while, we are wholly taken up he 
at preſent with the Reception of the Sei/s Ambal 
dors. They made their publick Entry into Paris) 
ſterday, after they had been magnificently enta 
tain'd at the Caſtle of the Wood. A thouſand Ch 
riots accompanied them through the Streets of Pan 
They are brave jolly Perſons, Sons of Bacchus, ul 
Hirelings to Mars, ſtout in a Wine-Cellar, and 1 
Cowards in the Field. | £ | 
Courteous Ba, Thou ſeeſt J do not forget m 
Friends, but ſend to all by Turns, the Advices i 
come to my Hands. Twiſh thou would'ſ favour 
with a ſhort Sketch of thy Pleaſure with the Gra 
» Signior, in the neighbouring Plains of Adrian 


Paris, 10th of the 11th Moon, 3 
of the Near 1663. 


— a 1 


* 
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HM LETTER xv. 

2 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
a tary of the Ottoman Empire. 

ou 7 

nt TS hard- to determine, whether the French 
che King excels moſt in Martial Affairs, or in 
ole of State. He is good at both. His Counſels 
Lie wiſe, and his Actions great. A Man both in Body 
tua Mind form'd for Empire: And out-ftripping his 


ears in all Things ſave the Affairs of Love. Theſe 
deed he purſues with youthful Vigour and Paſſion, 
ing by Nature very amorous, and eſteem'd the 


andſomeſt Prince of this Age, by thoſe who conſi- 


k Awfulneſs in the Face, as the principal Ingre- 
ents in a maſculine Beauty. 
Tis certain, he's very acceptable to the Ladies, 
ho are the moſt competent Judges in this Caſe. 
d they value him ſo much the more, becauſe his 
ove never abates the due Sentiments a Monarch 
ht to have of his Glory. For he gratifies both 
ons, without ſuffering them to interfere, mana- 


nce, as he ſtill comes off a Hero. 

He has had many a Miſtreſs, and tis a manifeſſ 
iſcovery of his Wit, that he never faſten'd his 
fections on any that deſerv'd not the ſame Cha- 


preſent, is call'd the Dutcheſs of Yaujour ; a Wo- 
in rais'd to that Title by the King's Bounty, 
the Sake of his Love. She has a refin'd Wit, 
d that's all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. For, as to 
Body, 'twould hardly tempt an indifferent 
inter to employ his Skill, unleſs it were, in de- 
THIS what the Taylor endeavours to hide, and 


PF * 


r a regular Shape, graceful Features, and a maje- - 


hg his ſofteſt Intrigues with ſuch exquiſite Pru- 


ter. She that has the greateſt Share in his Heart 
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deal more; threatning the Royal Lover with ſeq 


aim from his Service, being reſolv'd to obey the o 


- ©. Patis, 7th of the 18 Moor, 


— 
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that's a Deformity much like mine, a remark: 
Bunch in the Back. Vet this at Monarch 10 
her paſſionately, and will not be eaſily croſ5d i 
his Amours. 5 | 4 

The Queen and his Mother have endeavour'd )þ 
divers Methods to reclaim him; but all prove ine 
feftual. A while ago they ſet his Confeſſor 3 
Work, who, with abundance of unſeaſonable Gn 
vity, repreſented to the young invincible Monard, 
the ill Conſequences of unlawful. Love ( for-the 
Infidels eſteem none Lawful, but what is beſtoy; 
only on one Wife.) He ſaid all that was proper f 
a Jeſuit to urge on ſuch an Occaſion, and a gre 


Penance, and I know not what. Impatient of tl 
Diſcourſe from a Subject, 2 reſpecting the C 
cter he bore as a Prieſt, King with a reſen 
Countenance, thank'd him for his pious Counk 
telling him withal, that for the future he diſchary| 


Canons of the Church, and confeſs to none but ti 
Prieſt of the Pariſh. Thus the poor Jeſuit was d 
carded, and beſides the King's Diſpleaſure, he | 
drawn upon Himſelf the Cenſures and Curſes of li 
whole Order, for diſobliging ſo potent a Mona 
only to pleaſe two peeviſh Women. 
IIluſtrious Miniſter, Kings are as Gods on E 
and they eſteem it a Prophanation of their Divini 
when their Actions are too narrowly ſcann'd by tit 
Subjects, * { | 


of the Tear 1664. 
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. LETTER v. 


77 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Grand Signior's Cuſtoms at Conſtan- 
tinople. |; | 


HE News which thy Letter imparts, would af- 
fet me with incredible Delight, were ſuch a 
Thing poflible to come to paſs. It is a long Time ſince 
I have been weary of dwelling in Paris, and of con- 
verſing only with Infidels. There is a pexfect Antipa- 
thy between their Humours and mine. And 'tis no 
{mall Violence a Man does to his Nature in ſuch a Caſe, 
hen all his Actions and Words are counterfeited. 
This goes mightily againſt the Grain. But I have 
thought nothing too much to do or ſuffer for our 
great Maſter's Intereſt : And Pm ſtill of the ſame Re 
lution. Yet Nature itſelf abhors Force and Reſtraint. 
herefore *twould be a vaſt Comfort to be recall'd from 
his difagreeable. Station, and plac'd in ſome other 
Poſt, where I might ſerve God and the Grand Signipr 
vith more eaſe. p93, - 
Beſides, J have met with nothing but Perſecutions 
and Reproaches from ſome at the Seraglio, ever ſince 
| came to this City; as I have often hinted in my 
Diſpatches to the Gran dees, and particularly once to 
he noble Kerter Haſſan, Baſſa, our Countryman 
md Friend. Wherein I alſo implor'd his Favour and 
interceſſion, that I might have leave to retire into 
irabia, and ſpend the reſt of my Days in the Place 
vhere I firſt drew my Breath; or at leaſt, that I 
ught be permitted to return to Conſtantinople, and 
ave an Account of my Agency in theſe Parts, tho? 
t were to the Loſs of my Head, if F deferv'd — 
I perceive that generous Ba took Compa 
dn my Sufferings, and has done his utmoſt to relieve -- 
ne. Tis to him I owe = Propoſal that was made 
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in the Divan, of ſending me to the Court of the 
Grand Mogul, there to negotiate ſome private Affain 

| of Importance for the Sultan. | 
1975 There is nothing that I have had a greater Paſſion 
for theſe many Years, than the Happineſs of viſiting 
thoſe remote Parts of the Earth, ſo venerable for the 
Antiquity of their Inhabitants, and the Excellency 
of their Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion, and Government; 
I mean, the Gentile Indians, and not the Race of the 
Mogult, who came out of Tartary, and are but d 
yeſterday, in compariſon with the Aborig ina/ People, 
whoſe Genealogies and Poſſeſſions of that Country 

ſtretch beyond all the Records in the World beſide. 
Ever ſince I read the Journal of thy Travels in the 
Eaſt, I was inflam'd with an ardent Deſire to ſee that 
renowned Nation; to converſe with the Bramins, and 
pry into the Myſteries of their unknown Wiſdon, 

which occaſions ſo much Diſcourſe in the World. 
I I know not what ails me, but I promiſe my ſel 
more Satisfaction from their Books, were I capabl 
of underſtanding the Language in which they are writ 
or from the Lips of thoſe Priel who have 'em in tor 
their Cuſtody ; than from all the Prophets and da N. 
in the World. I fancy I ſhould find ſomething pro 
digioufly ſtrange and amazing in their Hi/ory, ye ro 
ſquaring with human Reaſon, and Probability de 
Truth. I ſhou'd meet with Arguments which Hand 
cannot yet ſtart, to prove the Eternity of the Worls; Ing 
Arguments clear and demonſtrative: Such as woul | 
eftabliſh this Do#rine, againſt all Objections tu 7 

have or can be made to the contrary. 

The Idea which I already entertain of fo unmer 


; furable a Duration, is only founded on my own . * 

WS tural Thoughts, and ſupported by the concurreal * C 
I Opinion of feyeral antient Philoſophers. But I fou 

j! | | ll hope to ſee it diſcover'd by theſe Indian Records, i * 

I dea Truth as bright as the Sun, and fix d as tit a 

| Center of the. Earth Fn, N 
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There is another Thing, for which I mightily ad- 
mire the Indians 3 and wherein I endeavour to imi- 
tate them to the utmoſt of my Power: That is, the 
Juſtice and Tenderneſs they ſhew towards the Beaſts. 
Tis a Thing which needs a conſiderable Expiation, 
if by Chance they kill any living Creature: But, 
if they do it wilfully, out of cruel Wantonneſs or 
Malice, and not in their own Defence, tis puniſh'd 
with Death, no leſs than if they had murther'd a 
Man. No Care of Health, or Fear of Diſſolution 
by Sickneſs, can tempt one of the Brachman Race, 
„so taſte a Bit of Fleſh : Much leſs cou'd they be 
"i induced by the meer Pleaſure of their Appetites, to 
e commit that which they eſteem ſo enormous a Sin, 
und the Very Fountain of all other Vices. They 
count it the greateſt Injuſtice that can be, to ſuſtain 
on Wt their own Lives by the Death of any of their Fellow- 
„ Animals; and they eſteem it a Puſillanimity unbe- 
coming a Man, when he dares not venture his Life 
zo on thee Fruits of the Earth, and the Milk of Cattle, 
rt which he may-enjoy in Innocence, and Nature af. 
mu fords him more than enough, of a! forts of lawful 
Cape Nouriſhment, - 
This religious Abſtinence, is the Mother of He- 


* oie Virtues ; and thoſe who practiſe it inviolably, 
ty {Ware always in a State to contemn the World, Death, 
eh and all momentary Things. Hence it is, that the 


Indians go to the Invifible World as chearfully, as 
they wou'd take a Journey to China, and Perſia, 
Turky, or any other Part of the Earth. For they 
eſteem Death no other than a Setting- out, or Voyage 
of the Soul to a more agreeable Region, 

But, I need not inſiſt ſo much on theſe Things 
to thee, who haſt been among them, and art fami- 
larly acquainted with their Genius and Inclina- 
tion. I flide into this Diſcourſe inſenſibly, by the 
Pleaſure I take in thinking of theſe People and their 
admirable Virtues, as a Man falls in Love with a 
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beautiful Woman, by attentively gazing on her, and . 
many Times forgets himſelf the Buſineſs he wa; Co 
about, commits Errors and Indecencies, and thro” MW Fo 
the Confuſion of his Spirits, is quite loſt, like one MW Ro 
in a Wood. | | 
To return therefore to my Purpoſe : A Journey to MW pl: 
the Indies would be very pleaſant to me on ſeveral MW Ru 
other Accounts. The very Stars of my Nativity in- Sp 
clin'd me to travel, and from my Cradle in my Fax. In 
ther's Houſe, I was tranſported to Con/ftantinple, W anc 
many hundreds of Leagues from the Place of my Birth. Co 
Thou know'ſt what a Roamer I've been ſince that MW c/ 
Time: And I canaffure thee, I retain the fame Diſpo- MW ple 
fition ſtill. But there's no Country under the Moon ent 
which I wiſh to ſee with greater Earneſtnefs, than In- ] 
doftan ; the very Name whereof ſounds almoſt 23 W ov 
ſweet as that of Paradiſe. Doubtleſs, tis the Eden of WM 47 
the Earth in many reſpects. And the Inhabitants be- ble 
heve there was no better for the Original Parents of W 1 
Mankind to dwell in, ranking the Hiſtory of Miſe: W anc 
on that Subject in the Number of celebrated Fables. WW zt t 
] approve not this Cenſure of the Indians ; yet I tell ] 
thee as a Muſſulman, I dare ſay, the myſterious Wri- W wo 
tings of Mo/es are quite miſunderſiood by the greateſt ſho 
| Part of Mankind. Neither can any two of his Intet- of 
F preters, agree exactly which was the particular Situa- AC 
tion of Paradiſe. Some plant that Garden in Me/op1- WM to. 
tamia, others in Paleſtine; and a third Sort affirm, WM ty, 
*twas in Egypt: This Man will have it in Aa, that WW tio! 
pe in Africa. They are divided in their Opinions. the 
And I might as well ſay, twas under the Red Se the 
between them both; and bring as many caba/i/tic: WW alte 
Proofs to defend it. But, it ſignifies nothing to us, W anc 
let it be where *twill. Every Place is a Paradit, 
which a Man fancies to be ſo; and nothing can beat 
me off from the Conceit I have. of the 7xdies. He, 
- Beſides, I ſhou'd take a vaſt Delight in my Jour- mo 
ney thither ; whether I went by the Way - 1 wo 
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Black Sea, and ſo through the antient Kingd&ms of 
Colchis, Georgia, and Cathay, coaſting along the 
Foot of Mount Taurus: Or, by the more common 
Road, through Syria, Arabia, and Perſia. Either 
Way wou'd afford Matter of Thought to a contem- 
plative Man, whilſt in ſome Places he beholds the 
Ruins of famous Cities; and his Eyes revels on the 
Spoils of Time, of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes, 
In others, he beholds whole Provinces laid waſte, 
and diſpeopled, only meeting here and there a few 
Cots, Herds, or Tents of Arabs, Tartars, or Cir- 
caſſian Herdſmen ; who ſtraggle up and down the 
pleaſant Fields of Aſia, to pick and chuſe conveni- 
ent Paſtures for their Cattle, 

How pleaſant would it. be to travel through my 
own Country, and behold the Tents of the Sons of 
Iſmael, ſpread o'er the Plains of the vaſt and horri- 
ble Deſart? To meet with Emirs and Sheghs of Ara- 
dia, with their Flocks and Herds, ſummering it up 
and down, and frolicking from Mountain to Valley 
at their Pleafure. | - 

From this to paſs to another Variety in Perſia, 
wou'd be equally diverting. What kind of Thoughts 
ſhould T have whilſt on my Bed, within the Walls 
of Bagdat, the Stage of ſo many great and renown'd 
Actions mention'd in antient Hiſtory ! I ſhould call 
to mind Semiramis, the Foundreſs of that noble Ci- 
ty, and all her Wars winh the Iydians and other Na- 
tions of the Eaſt. I ſhould reflect on her Policy, and 
the Weakneſs of her Son Ninyas. I ſhould conſider 
the various Tranſlations of the Eaftern Empire; the 
alternate Fates of the Medes, QMyrians, Babylonians, 
and Perfians. And from thence 1 ſhould naturally fall 
_ the Conqueſt of Alexander the Great; the Riſe 

the Macedonian Empire; the Death of that mighty. 
Hero in Babylon, and the cantonizing the Empire a- 
mong his chief Officers. Such Memoirs as theſe, 
would waken my Thoughts of the Vanity of all hu- 
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man Affairs, as it does at this Time: And particularly] 
reflect on my Folly, in ſetting my Heart ſo much on 
travelling to a Country, which Iam never like to ſee, 

For, alas, my dear Brother, I am not abl> to en- 
dure at this Age the Hardſhips of ſo long a Journey, a 
I could in my Youth. Much Sickneſs has impair'd the 
Strength of my Conſtitution. I am grown as tender 
as an Infant. The leaſt Puff of Wind is ready to 
blow out the Flame of Life. And whereas-former'y, 
neither Heat nor Cold, Hunger nor Thirſt, Labour 
or Watching . could hurt me; now my Health re- 
ceives Damage from every one of theſe. I could not 
poſſibly out- live the Fatigue and Pain of travelling 
two or three Days together without a Drop of Wa- 
ter to refreſh my panting Soul. An habitual Fever las 
made me the thirſtieſt Man in the World. Then 1 
am not able to bear the ſcorching Heats of the Sun, 
to which a Traveller in thoſe Parts is neceſſarily ex- 
Poſed. I ſhould daily diſſolve like Wax, or rather 
exhale in Smoke, in the midſt of ſo many Fervors. 
In a word, my Body is ſo infirm, that Iam very ſure 
to die, before I can get half way to Indoſtan, let me 
take the neareſt Road I can. | 

Yet, if the Miniſters of the Porte ſhall think fit to 
ſend me, I am reſign'd. For I take no farther Care 
of my Life, than as I may be ſerviceable to the 
Grand Signior. . 

T intend to write to our illuſtrious Friend about it. 
In the mean time do thou for me, what the Pry- 
dence of a Man, and the Affection of a Brother 
ſhall ſuggeſt, as moſt conducing to the Intereſt of 
our Sovereign, and our own Honour, which we 
ought to prefer to our Lives. 

Our Mother is in Health, and ſalutes thee with a 
tender Embrace. ; | 


Paris, 92h of the 3d Moon, 
. of the Year 1664. 
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„n KR VI. 
70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tar) of the Ottoman Empire. 


＋ His Court of late makes a double Figure; the 
one of real Sorrow for the Dutcheſs of Saruy's 
Death, who was of the Blood Royal of France ; the 
other of counterfeit Mourning for the Death of Caro- 
lus Foſephus Brother to the German Emperor. For 
they inwardly rejoice at this latter, and wiſh the 
whole Houſe of Auſtria were laid in their Graves: 
That Family being the only Obſtacle to the Grandeur 
at which the French Monarchy aſpires ; the only 
Rub which Cardinal Rich/itu and his Succeſſor Ma- 
rerini found in their Way, when they fought to ex- 
alt the Bourbons to the Empire of the Wet. 
The Riſe and Fall of „N the various 
Changes of Government, the alternate Fate of Nati- 
ons, are Themes worthy of a Maſſulman's Thoughts; 
conſidering that the victorious and happy O/mans at 
this Day poſſeſs the Territories of ancient Renown, 
the Provinces and Dominions which formerly made 
the greateſt Figure and Noiſe in the World. 

What is now become of the moſt famous Mo- 
narchies of Babylon, Perfia, Afyria, Macedon, Greece, 
and Rome ! Look for the myſterious and. learned 
Kingdom of Egypt; the religious State of the Jeros; 
the moſt ancient Kingdoms of the Sycionians and 
of Argives; the Commonwealths, of Lacedæmom and 
Athens; with many other Countries mentioned in the 
Records of Time, and we ſhall find them all ſwal- 
lowed up in the univerſal Empire of the Ottomans. 

The Hiſtory of: Belus, and how he got the Sove- 
reignty by Hunting; of Ninus his Son who- firſt- 
taught the World the Methods of Idolatry; of Se- 
iramis, Nynias, Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and 
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the reſt of thoſe Hrian Monarchs, ſound now 
like an antiquated Tale or Dream. Neither is there 
any more Life at this time in the Babylonian and 
Perſian Regiſters. The mighty Acts of the Nebu- 
chadne x zars, Cyrus's, and the reſt of thoſe renowned 
Conquerors, now ſerve but as Foils to ſet off the 
more glorious Enterprizes and Succeſſes of our im: 
mortal Sultans. : \F 

"Tis true, the Perffans at this Day retain ſome 

Fragments of that once vaſt and formidable Faftern 
Empire. And the Germans have a Shadow of the 
ancient Imperial Majeſty of the Romans. But both 
the one' and the other are grown effeminate and 
weak; they have loft the Virtue, the Power, and 
Fortune of their Predeceſſors. 

Thou haft travell'd over all the Dominions of the 
Sophi, and been an Eye-witnefs of the Per fax Luxu- 
2 Libertiniſm, and Nakedneſs. Thou haft ſeen 

e Off- ſpring of heroick Sages transform'd to Swine, 
Dogs, Aſſes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if 
they'd drank of Circe's Cup. So fatal is it to decline 
from the Way of Virtue; nay, ſo impoſſible even 
to ſtand fill in that ſacred Path, without being vio- 
lently pulF'd backward. In a word, thou art ſo 
2 acquainted with the preſent State of Per- 
fa, and all its Circumſtances, that J ſhould appex 
too officious in pretending to deſcribe, either the 
Country, or the People that inhabit there. 

But as to Earope thou profeſſeſt thy ſelf a Stranger, 
and haſt commanded me to characterize this Quarter 
of the World: Wherein Germany makes the molt 
majeſtick Figure by Land, England and Holland by 
Sea: Spain boaſts of her Gold; whilſt Fance tren 
fures it up to pay her Armies, to keep foreign King 
in Penfion, to build mighty Fleets and magnificent 
Palaces; to corrupt the German Princes, and make 
Io 8 her Ambition, Inſtruments of — de- 

y andeur, which is no leſs than the Ven 
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$tetes; and theſe, thou know'ſt, command the _ 


Ball, or a Shutthe-Cork, bandied to and fro between 
the Kings of France and Spain. 


The wiſe: are poor and mercenary. They can- 


not ſtay at e, unleſs they could banquet on the 
Turfs and Stones: For all the Fleſn, Fruit, and! 
Corn in the Land, is not half nga to keep them 
alive, and they have little or no Money but what 
they get abroad. This makes 'em all Travellers, and 
moſt of them take up the Trade of War. "They ſerve 
the Pope, the French King, and many other Princes 
for Pay: And where they once engage they are 
very true to their Truſt. But, I can tell thee, they 
would be unwilling to fight for the Grand Signior, 
unleſs he would ove 'em plenty of Wine, which 
thou know'ſt is contrary to the Diſcipline of the 
Myſſulman's Armies; and theſe Scoiſſes are the pro- 
ſeſſed Adorers of Bacchus. | : 
The Hollanders are induſtrious and rich; they” 
mind nothing but Merchandizing and Mechanicks. 
They would tain engroſs the Trade of the Indies and. 
the Levant to themſelves. They traffick that they” 
may be in a Condition to fight, and they fight to- 
ellabliſh their Commerce; having no Senſe of Ho- 
nour, but only of Profit. If they attempt any Con- 
queſt, or make an Invaſion, it muſt be in America, 
or ſome other remote Country; for they are only” 
upon the Defenſive among their Neighbours, not 
Gring to be the firſt Aggreſſors in a War: In a. 
Word, they're like a Neſt of Pifmires, that trudge: 
up and down continually to get Proviſion, but ſting: 
and bite thoſe under whoſe Protection they live, if. 
they have an Opportunity. EA 
'Tis thought the Prince of Orange, who defoengs: 
from an illuſtrious Stock, will e' er long reduce thoſe 
Republicans to another Form of Government. The: 
French ſtyle him the Head and Heart of the United 
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Germany is counted the Bulwark of Chriſtendon 
againſt the mighty Power of the Ottomans and Tar- 
tars. But in my Opinion, one of our Ambaſſadors 
at the Emperor's Court gave a truer Deſcription of 
it, when he compar'd Germany to a great Monſter 
with many Heads and Tails, which having a Deſire 
to break thro" a certain quick-ſet Fence or Hedge, 
and each particular Head making way where it 
could beſt, among the leſs r. Branches, were a 

C all caught in ſo many different Nooſes, by the In- 
terpoſition of ſtrong.Trees, and ſo the Monſter was 
forc'd to retire with Shame and Loſs: Whereas, he 

. id, the Oſnan Empire was like an Animal with fa 

one Head and many Tails, and that one Head not C 

encountering the like Difficulties, eafily paſs'd thro”, 4 
being follow'd by the Tails with one Conſent, as the 
untwiſted Ends of a ten-ftring'd Cord paſs thro” a 

Ring or Hole, when the united Part has led them 

the Way. | 
I ſhould have mention'd 1taly, Poland, Denmark, 

Mzuſcovy, and other Regions of Europe, but it would 
be- too tedious for one Letter, which I ſhould nei- 
ther have Time to write, nor thou Patience to read 
at once. 

- Therefore, I defire thee to accept of this only as 

a rough Draught, an imperfe& Sketch of ſome 

Parts of the Ve. But in my future Diſpatches I 

will imitate the Painters, and endeavour to draw 

| each Member and Lineament of this great Body to 
| the Life, as near as I can diſcern em by the Lights 


| I have in Paris. 


2 — 


Paris, 10th of the 41h Moon 
be Year — bag : 
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LETTER VII 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 
AY Gov multiply his Bleſſings on thee, and 
caule mw 


and new Joys, I 


(or Royal Holiday.) Accept alſo a ſmall Preſent, not 


tures, Looking-glaſſes, Watches, and other Manu- 
Countryman, Son of thy Father's Neighbour, and 
a voluntary Slave of thoſe who ſerve thee, if I had 
the Honour of an Opportunity. 


of Eſteem. But thou haſt Condeſcenſion enough 


I can never forget the former Diſcoveries of thy 
Friendſhip to my Brother Pe/e/7i and me, and in ge- 


neral to all thoſe of our Houſe ; which ſtill encou- 


as WW rages me to expect gra Kindneſſes; nay, in a man- 
me ner, aſſures me of them: Becauſe I know the Na- 
s I Wl ture of true Generoſity is ſuch, that where it once 


raw begins to faſten on an Object, it never ceaſes to com- 


to Wl municate its Favours, till damn'd Perfidy gives a 


ts Check to the Current. And may he be damn'd that 


then has the Impudence to ask for any more. 
But, Praiſe be to God, my Caſe is otherwiſe; Tam 
not in the Number of the ungrateful and treache- 
rous: And therefore with Boldneſs I preſume once 
more to addreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, illuſtrious 
3a, begging thy Patronage and Shelter from the 
Perſecution of my Enemies, whoſe whole Endea- 
vour is to ruin me. 75 


Heart to ſparkle with freſh Lights, 
ike the Sky-Rockets on a Danalma, 


worth an Inventory, (conſiſting only of a few Pi- 


factures of France] from the Hands of Mabmut, thy 


Neither the Gift, nor he that offers it, is worthy 
to look on both with the Eye of a noble Arab, who 


knows how to value the Sincerity of any Man's De- 
voir and Affection, which way ſoever he expreſſes it. 


\ Thou k 
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Thou know'f I came to Paris in the Year 1637 
of the Chriſtian Hegira. The Sun had then reviſited 
the Sign he was in'at my Nativity, juſt the eight and 
twentieth Time. I was a mere Younger in the 
World. However, my Superiors thought me fit for 
this Employment. How I have acquitted my {elf in it 
ever ſince, I leave to themſelves to judge: Yet, for 
Fafhion's fake, they will be always a finding Fault 
One Sycophant or other is perpetually -railing 2. 
gainſt me, when they find any of the Y7zirs, and 
other Grandes in an Humour to hearken to them. I 
fancy tis for want of Diſcourſe. When they have 
nothing elſe to talk of, then they fall a cenſuring 
of poor Mahmut, who "undergoes more Fatigue 
3 | than a hundred thouſand ſuch 
* This Word Thiguch * Th/guchas they. I can't ima- 
was left ſo in the Ita- gine what they aim at; un- 
lan, aua tbe Engliſh leſs it be, that they would 
Tranſlator knows not have me turn Chriſtian, and 
what to make of it. Tis my {elf into ſome Mo- 
43 naſtery. 

Suffer me, my noble Friend, to tell thee, that a 
Man cannot want for Temptations to ſuch a Change 
of his Faith, without being confin'd toa recluſe Lite. 
He may be a Friar or a Libertine, a Prieft or a Lay- 
man, a Zealot or an Hypocrite, a Chimney-ſeeeper or 
an Abbot, © which he pleaſes, according as he is quali- 
fied. And I can affure thee, he that wauld be a good 
Man, which is beyond all the reſt, has Incentives 
enough among the Profzfſors of the Nazarene Wor- 
ſhip, tho? the greateſt Part are wicked. 

TY for me, I never thought that true Religion 
confiſted in empty Names and Titles, in Forms and 
Ceremonies, in Parties and Factions, or in any 
thing but in a Life conform to Reaſon, and to the 
Will of God. 

They take me here at Paris for a Mo/davian Ram- 
bler, that has read ſomething more than the 4&0 
| a : II. 


* 4 


cy = 3. OD, an Pn. ” 


hy fl + -* 


cv 


F. . © 00 


vol. VI. 4 Spy at PAAIS. 1 59 


Clerks... And becauſe * know I underſtand Greel, 
dclavonian, and two or three Languages more, they 
would fain make me a Prieſt, Doctor, Orator, or an 

thing that I would accept of, to. ſerve an Interell. 
And I am compell'd to uſe either a downright Hu- 
mility, or a forc'd Pride, that I may bandſomely e- 
vade their Courtſhip: Convincing em ſometimes 
that I am not fit for ſuch Dignities; at other. Seaſons 


thing leſs than an Archbiſhop's Pall, or a Cardinal's 
Hat, will ſatisfy my Ambition. * 
Thus I really diſſemble, and jeſt my ſelf in earneſt 
out of ample Eſtates, to ſerve God, his Prophet, and 
the Grand Signior: Yet am traduc'd at the Seraglia. 

for a Hypocrite, an Infidel, and God knows what. 
Here's honeſt Eliachim the Jem undergoes the. 
fame Fate; whilſt thoſe of his own Party, eſpecially 
the Rabb7”s, proclaim him every where for a Chri- 
ſtian, and the Nag arenes point at him as a Turk. On- 
ly my Landlord where 1 before lodg'd, who is an 
honeſt old drunken Fleming, takes Eliachin for a 
Saint, and ſwears, he will have him canoniz'd after 
his Death: And all this for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe Eliachim treats him. now. and then with a 
Bottle of Wine: So partial are all Men to their own. 
Humours and Intereſts. But the Truth on't is, E/i- 
achim's an excellent Counterfeit, and my. Landlord; 
15 not the only Man who has this Veneration for 
him. He paſſes for a very good Catholick, and a, 
holy Man among a great many others. His Looks, 
are ſo demure, his Mien ſo compos'd, and he has 
ſuch godly Diſcourſe with him, about the Sacra- 
ments, Indulgences, Miracles, and. Graces. of the. 
Church, when he is in Company with. Chriſtians,, 
that he would deceive the Spazi/bs Inquilition, and 
cheat the Devil himſelf. M 
Such is-the Violence we are forc'd. to uſe to. our 
klves, who live in theſe hazardous Stations. And, 
| | yet 


telling em I am above 1zferior Orders, and that no- 
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yet no body conſiders us, or regards our Zeal for 
the Grand Signior. Our Reputation, Liberty, and 
Lives are precarious. We are not only in perpetual 
Danger of the Revenge of the Nazarenes who are 
our real Enemies; but alſo expos'd to the Envy, Ma- 
lice, and Perſecution of thoſe who ought to be our 
Friends. | | Ha 
I have often complain'd of the malicious Calum- 
nies thrown on me by /cingi Cap-Oglani, and his 
Aſſociates: And the Miniſters were pleas'd to re- 
ceive my Apologies. But now I ſuſpe& greater 
Treachery. I ſent an Account to the Reis Efendi 
ſome Years ago, how I was dogg'd up and down 
the Streets of Paris, by a Fellow whom I knew not, 
and what Apprehenſions that put me upon. I will 
acquaint thee- farther, that being afraid of an Aſſiſ. 
fin in the dark, I arm'd my Breaſt with a Quire 
of Paper, which is known to be Dagger Proof. I 
was not at all miſtaken in my Gueſs, For the laſt 
Night, as I was 'returning Home to .my Lodging, 
between the Hours of Nine and Ten, I reciev'd a 
Stab in my aforeſaid Breaſt-Plate, right againſt my 
Heart. l was not ſo dark but I could perceive the 
Perſon who gave me this Blow; and Self- preſerya- 
tion taught me immediately to ſeize on him, and 
grapple as cloſe as I could, extending his Arms 
with mine at a good Diſtance from our Bodies. I 
am but little 4 ſhort, yet I have a ſtrong Spring 
with my Body when I am once rouz'd, as thou 
wilt imagine 7 was now. Beſides, J have general 
ly a certain Preſence of Mind in time of Danger, 
which fails not to prompt me with the readieſt and 
moſt proper Courſe to eſcape. In a word, I wreſt- 
ed the Ponyard out of the Ruffian's Hand, and 
ſtabb'd him dead with it, not thinking it ſafe to 
make a Noiſe, but chuſing rather to die if my 
- Strength fail'd me, than by crying out for Help, 
run the Riſque of worſe Conſequences: For I ks 
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long expected ſome ſuch Attempt as this upon my 
Life, from my Enemies at the Porte. And conclu- 
ding this Fellow to be one employ'd þy them for 
that Purpoſe, I thought it no Prudence to have him 
ſeiz d by the Watch, and puniſh'd by the Law, leſt 
he ſhould in Revenge diſcover me and my Buſineſs 
to theſe /nfidels. Therefore I play'd the Executioner | 
my ſelf, and ſent him out of hand to another World 
to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thou wilt ſay 
there was no Injuſtice in this, ſince it was in my 
own Defence, ard to ſave the Honour of my Sove- 
reign. As he fell, he uttered theſe Words in a faint 
broken Tone, Mahmut, my Death will be revenged 
before lang, and you cannot eſcape the Trap that is laid 
2 . Then he expir'd. . 
his made me preſently conclude, that he was 

employ d by ſomebody at the Porte: For how elſe 
ſhould he know my true Name? But upon ſecond 
Thoughts, J cannot be certain, but that he was ſet 
at Work by my old Sicilian Maſter, fince he knew 
my Name alſo. However, I have great Reaſon to 
ſuſpect the Former; becauſe, it is not probable that 
the nfide/ would take ſo chargeable and troubleſome 
a Method to Murder me. Neither had he Provoca- 
tion enough. Beſides, for ought I know, he may 
be dead. God only is acquainted with the Truth. 
However, to prevent future Aſſaults of this Nature, 
and a great many other Inconveniencies, I have re- 
mov'd my ſelf to a new Lodging, in the moſt obſcure 
Corner of the City, and very remote from the Place 
here I liv'd before, being reſolv'd alſo not to fre- 
quent the Court, nor any publick Places, as I have 
lone formerly, but to take other Meaſures for Intel- 
igence. | e 
What I deſire of thee is, to repreſent my Caſe fa- 
'ourably to the Divan, that they may approve of 
Conduct. Do alſo whatever elſe thou judgeſt 
de Part.of a Country- man and a Friend. | — 
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As for the Event, I patiently wait the —_—_ 


„ 


l: int- 
ments of Deſtiny. For 'tis in vain to be too {ollici- 
tous. 

Adieu, High-born Kerker, and forget not Maj: 
nut in his Diltreſs. For, that is the Time wherein 
true Friendſhip is tried. 


Paris, 17th of the 5th Mon, 
the Near 1664. 


LETTER VIII. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, à Jew at Vienna, 


V E not diſhearten'd at the Troubles which thou 
enc ountereſt in this World of Lotteries. But, 
remember the Adage of thy Rabbi's, That EY IL 
which is Old at Night, is yet the Off-ſpring of every 
Morning. The Ages are meaſur'd exactly, and out 
Hours are checquer'd with equal Mixtures of Happt 
neſs and Misfortune. We are not born to our own 
Deſires. And as not a Man of us can remember how 
he was form'd in the Womb, ſo have we no Reaſon 

to repine at what happens to us ſince we came out d 

it. Whatever Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs tool 
care of us then, and afterwards inſpir'd our Mother v 
and Nurſes with Tenderneſs, and a thouſand Degrees Cor 
of Patience beyond what is recorded of Jeb, de rush 
ſame will provide for us to Eternity. Whi, 
The Deſire of Know! killd Adam, and theWture 
ſame Luſt, propagated with his Seed, deſtroys Wi 1 

' his Poſterity. We can never be ſatisfy*d in our Combe t. 
finement. to this World, and therefore we floun*WMeſca] 
and flutter on all Sides, like Fiſh or Birds in a New It 
. © finda Way out: Whilſt we do but entangle out 
ſelves the faſter, render our Reſtraint more une 


"I 
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nd delay the Poſſibility of our Releaſe. Whereas 


Patience would ſoon ſet us free, and rank us among 
the Immortals. One thinks to eſcape by high-drink- 
ing; another by Fevers of Love or Glory; and a 
Third conceits he ſhall by his Gold, be able to bribe 
the Watch, who guard the laſt Paſſes of this Life, 
and perſuade em to let him ſcamper ſafe to Paradiſe, 
Alas! alas! all this is but the Sophiſtry of our Paſ- 
ions. Tis in vain to think of haſt' ning or retarding 
our Fate; our Time is ſet, tho' we know not the 
period. Reſignation is our beſt Leſſon, and Pru- 
dence the next. | | | 

Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon, rather. than 
Letter. But Ladviſe thee to read it with the Eyes 
. of a Steif; that is, whether it pleaſes thee or not 

regard it no farther than it agrees with Reaſon. I 
100 8 would fain ask of the Man who expects to have his 
ut, Will accompliſh'd in this Life, whether he can pre- 
TL vail upon the Sun to riſe any Morning within the 
er) 8 4r4ic4 Circle, or the Moon to deſcend ſome Night, 
our Wand {weep the Snow off from the Top of Mount 
Pl BY bes. So inexorable is our Deſtiny, ſo unalterable 
wh the Decrees of Fate. 7 
de not troubled therefore at any thing; but re- 
on i member, that thou art a Part of the Univerſe, and 
ah that nothing can betide thee, which is not for th 
00t BY Good of the whole. | | 
hen BY What I have faid, is to arm thee againſt all the 
res Contingencies which may aſſault thee unawares, 
de ruſhing upon thee on a ſudden from behind the Veil, 
which covers all the Deſigns of Providence and Na- 
ture, Deſtiny and Chance. 

I myſelf have lately experienc'd, that it is good to 
be thus prepar'd for future Events, having narrowly 
elcap'd Death by a little timely Forecaſt. 

It is not neceflary for thee at this Time to know 
all the Circumſtances of my Danger. Suffice it to 
lay, That I was aſſaſſinated in the dark, killed ki 
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that deſigned to be my Murderer, and am now for 
ced to remove my Habitation. 
Eliachin thy Brother in 1/-ae/ will be at Viem 
within fourteen Days. He will give thee a farther 
Account of all Things which it behoves thee t 
know ; with freſh Inſtructions concerning my en 
Lodgings, and the Method we muſt obſerve for the 
future in conveying Letters. We cannot be too 
cautious in the Grand Signior's Buſineſs. 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine they wen 


only ſent to ſerve him, on whole Liſe ſo may 
Millions of Lives depend: | 


Paris, 1875 of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. A 


<A 


F 
7 Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Venice 


Am oblig'd to ſend Circular Letters at this Tine 
1 toall the Slaves of the Grand Signior, who han 
- Buſineſs with me at Paris; to inform them, tha 
- upen a very important Emergency, I am forc'd 
change my Lodgings. I have already ſent away Dt 
Jpatches to Conſtantinople and Vienna on this Account 
to prevent the Errors they might commit in addr 
ſing their Letters. For the ſame Reaſon, I now writ 
to thee; thou need'ſt not enquire after the Occahial 
of this Conduct; nor wonder at any Thing that ha 
pens to us extraordinary in theſe hazardous Pf 
We muſt expect to encounter with Rubs and Ol 
ſtacles in ſerving our Great Maſter. If theſe Difficu 
ties have but their proper Effect, which is. to wi 
our Inventions, increaſe our Diligence, and co 


firm us in our Zeal ; all ſhall go well. f 


- 
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or WM The Soul of Man never he: on her Faculties 

nd Perfections with greater Luſtre, than when 
mW ſhe is environ'd. with Perils. Theſe are the Tryals 
her of Fortitude, n and all the Virtues. 
tn WW He that finks under Misfortunes, and croſs Events, 
ren has either no Soul, or 'tis aſleep. | | | 
tee Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy Heart 
too beat a continual Alarm. Be not diſmay'd at any 

Thing, nor let Self-Love bereave thee of thy Ho- 
en nour: But go on in thy Duty, and truſt thy Sol 
ol A God. 2 | , 

Thou liveſt in a City where Virtne and Vice are 
in Emulation, till ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other: 
Thete are not more wicked People in the World 
than Ven ice affords, nor yet more Pious and Good. 

_ Wfollow thou the beſt Patterns, and be happy. But 

o nothing by bare Imitation; for that's the right 
Way to become a Hypocrite. Let all thy Actions 
proceed from vital Principles of Reaſon and Gene- 
pay in thy ſelf, and when thou ſeeſt rare Ex- 
amples, let em ſerve only to awaken and rouze thy 
Innate Virtue. . | | | 
Send me no Letters till thou haſt receiv'd freſh 
Orders from the Porte. They will furniſh thee with 
ll neceſſary Inſtructions. After that, let me hear 
rom thee as often as thou wilt. Thy Diſpatches 
vill be always welcome. Let them contain Matter 
ff Intelligence chiefly, and that of the freſheſt Date. 
We enetrate into the Councils of the Repyb/ick where 
hou reſideſt. Inſinuate thy ſelf with the Senators 
ind Grandees. Dive into their Hearts, and unlock 
heir Secrets. Communicate nothing but the 'Truth 
d the Miniſters of the Porte, or to me. If thou 
inſt diſcover their Inclinations to a Peace, or their 
bſolute Need of it, thou wilt do an acceptable 
eice to the Grand Signior, and to the whole Eu- 
Ire of the Faithful: For then we bring em to our 

n Term. | 
i | Zeidi, 
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that deſigned to be my Murderer, and am now for MW 1 
ced to remove my Habitation. | and 
. Eliachim thy Brother in Jrael will be at View ſhe 

within fourteen Days. He will give thee a farther of! 
Account of all Things which it behoves thee to {MW He 
know ; with freſh Inſtructions concerning my nn has 
Lodgings, and the Method we muſt obſerve for . C 
future in conveying Letters. We cannot be too beat 
cautious in the Grand Signior's Buſineſs, | Thi 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine they werMWnou: 
only ſent to ſerve him, on whoſe Liſe ſo mat G 


Millions of Lives depend: T 
| | 5 in | 
Paris, 18th of the 5th Moon, | The 
of the Near 1664. / than 

. Folle 
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LETTER NX. — 


7 Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Venice 


[| Am oblig'd to ſend Circular Letters at this Tin | 
1 toall the Slaves of the Grand Signior, who h Orde 
- Buſineſs with me at Paris; to inform them, tha 
- upen a very important Emergency, I am forc'dt 
_ change my Lodgings. I have already ſent away U. 
Jpatches to Conſſantinople and Vienna on this Accout 
to prevent the Errors they might commit in adde 
fing their Letters. For the ſame Reaſon, I now rig 
to thee; thou need'ſt not enquire after the Occaſia 
of this Conduct; nor wonder at any Thing that ha 
pens to us extraordinary in theſe hazardous P 
We muſt expect to encounter with Rubs and 0 
ſtacles in ſerving our Great Maſter. If theſe Difficul 
ties have but their proper Effect, which is. to wiWeryic 
our Inventions, increaſe our Diligence, and col 
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The Soul of Man never 2 5 her Faculties 
ind Perfections with greater Luſtre, than when 
ſhe is enwiron' d. with Perils. Theſe are the Tryals 
of Fortitude, gong oo trees and all the Virtues. 


He that ſinks under Misfortunes, and croſs Events, 
has either no Soul, or 'tis aſleep. 


20 N 
ls Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy Heart 
00 beat a continual Alarm. Be not diſmay'd at any 


Thing, nor let Self-Love bereave thee of thy Ho- 
nour : But go on in thy Duty, and truſt thy Soul 
to God. 

Thou liveſt in a City where Virtne and Vice are 
in Emulation, till ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other: 
Thete are not more wicked People in the World 
than Ven ice affords, nor yet more Pious and Good. 
Follow thou the beſt Patterns, and be happy. But 
do nothing by bare Imitation; for that's the right 
Way to become a Hypocrite. Let all thy Actions 
proceed from vital Principles of Reaſon and Gene- 
uy in thy ſelf, and when thou ſeeſt rare Ex- 
pmples, let em ſerve only to awaken and rouze thy 
innate Virtue. | | | 
Send me no Letters till thou haſt receiv'd freſh 
Orders from the Porte. They will furniſh thee with 
ll neceſſary Inſtructions. After that, let me hear 
rom thee as often as thou wilt. 'Thy Diſpatches 
Will be always welcome. Let them contain Matcer 
ff Intelligence chiefly, and that of the freſheſt Date. 
We enetrate into the Councils of the Repyb/ick where 
hou reſideſt. Inſinuate thy ſelf with the Senators 


ind Grandees. Dive into their Hearts, and unlock 
hapWheir Secrets. Communicate nothing but the Truth 
Pio the Minifters of the Porte, or to me, If thou 
Ora diſcover their Inclinations to a Peace, or their 
bY ſolute Need of it, thou wilt do an acceptable 
W 


dervice to the Grand Signior, and to the whole En- 

ire of the Faithful: For then we bring em to our 

wn Term. | | * 
i | Zeidi, 
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-- Beidi, to God Irecommend thee, 2 him to 
preſerve thee from Wine, Women, and Cards, which 
are the three capital Temptations of Venice. 


Paris, 1½ of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


- 
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LETTER x. 
To Murat Baſſa. 


Cannot eaſily divine the Reaſons why I am 
much neglected by the Miniſters of the Porte 
Above four Years have paſſed away, wherein many 
notable Events have happened ; yet no Body thought 
it worth his Labour to inform Mahmut of a 
. So that all-the Notices I could gain of te. 
mote Tranſactions, are owing either to the public 
Nees of Europe, or at beſt to ſome particular Letten 
of Merchants refiding in this City, with whom I cop 
ſerve an Intimacy, for the Sake of Intelligence, and 
for other Cauſes. | 
Thus I ſhould have been in Ignorance to thi 
Day, what Ifſue the Ba//a of Aleppo's Rebellion hab 
were it not for an accidental Interview I lately had 
of ſome French Travellers, who came from Conf 
- ftantinople. Theſe inform'd me of the ſudden Fatt 
of that Baſſa, when he was at the Height of all lus 
Grandeur, within a few Days March of the Impe 
rial City, at the Head of a potent Army, and jul 
upon the Point of Accommodation with the "Grand 
Signior. They much extol his Bravery and Reſolvi 
tion: For the French are naturally Lovers of ſud 

as dare boldly oppoſe their Sovereign. They equi 
- ly-condemn the fly Perfidiouſneſs of Morraza Baſ® 
to whoſe ſafe Conduct the Generous Rebel trulla 
nnn 1 e N 
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his Life, and by that Eaſineſs loſt it. Yet they ap- 
h plaud Mortaza's Loyalty, Courage, and Wiſdom, 
with the eminent Services he . afterwards did the 
Empire, in leading the Army againſt Ragots#z, Prince 
of Tranſilvania, which at length lifted him to the 
Government of Babylon. | | 

All theſe things had been hid from me, were not 
ae Nazarenes my Intelligencers. Nor ſhould I have 
known how the Rebellion was carried on after his 
Death by his revengeful oy navy by the Son of 
Cheuſaien Baſſa, by a Bey of Egypt, and other Male- 
contents. Yet ſuch Paſſages are fit for a Man in my 
Poſt to be acquainted with, that he may haye a clear 
Idea of his Maſter's Circumſtances, and fo apply . 
tinſelf more effectually to ſerve him. 


te, 
bs It had not been amils, if I had receiv'd timely In- 
gu elligence of the Death of Prince Ragets#z, in regard 


dere was always a private Correſpondence between 
lim and this Court. Which ceaſing by his Death, 
it had been worth my Pains to obſerve, whether it 
ould be continu'd by his Succeſſor, or what other 
eaſures they would take. | 
Tis true, I was. acquainted wich this, but not by 
the Miniſters of 1 I heard alſo of all the 


tu ellow ing Commotions in 8 occaſion'd 
Wy the different Factions of Mic bael Apaſi and Kee 


mini Janos, the two rival Princes. I was not ſor- 
for this News, knowing that the Diviſions of 
he Nazarenes ſtrengthen the Unity and Force of 
ne Mu//ulman Empire. Is likewiſe inform'd of 
he Fate of Mertaxa, Baſſa of Babylon, who fell a 
ictim to the Grand Vixier's Jealouſy 5 with many 
er Paſſages. But neither from the Parte, nor from 
du ny other Hands could I learn the leaſt Intelligence 
ff the Venetian War, and what Progreſs our Arms 
ave made in Candia, Dalmatia, and the other Do- 
unions of the Republick. Which makes me con- 
ude, chat either the Grand Signior's ä at 

ria- 
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Adrianople, abated his Inclinations to martial Affair, lea. 
which is alſo the common Opinion of the CHriſiam Nhe 
here in the ; or that the War in Hungary for i 
while ſuperſeded all other Deſigns. 
However it be, 'tis certain the Succeſſes of the 
Ottoman Arms in taking Newhawſel, Leventz, Novi. Nam 

rod, and other Places of Strength, with the terrible 
Lies of the Tartars through Moravia and 4. 
ria, put the whole German Empire into a great Con- 
ſternation. Ambaſſadors are ſent from the Imperia | 
Court to all the Chriftian Princes, imploring their A. 
. fiſtance in this general Danger of Europe. 

Here is one arriv'd at this Court, whom they cil 
Count Stroz zi, a Perſon of good Addreſs, and Mz 
ſter of much Eloquence. He has prevail'd on te 7; 
French King to maintain, at his own Charge, Sit 
Thouſand Horſe and Foot, to ſerve againſt the y- 


Qorious Oſmans. A great many Perſons of 2ualiy H. 
have liſted themſelves as Voluntiers; and the mea N 
Sort talk of nothing but marching to Conſtantinpi le 


and driving the Turks back to Scythia, from when tur 
they firſt came. N Ay ent 
8 Goliridbus Boſſa, thou wilt laugh at the Vanity! Ch: 
of theſe 1nfide/s;3_who confider not that by the 
 Graceof God, and Miracles of his Prophet, our In 
feror is the King of all the Kings on the Earth 
the Mightieſt of the Mighty Ones; the Phenix « 
Honour, Power, and unparalle'd Majeſty ; Bro 
ther and Companion of the Sun, Moon and Star; 
a Prince of a myſterious and ſublime Lineage, it 
whom are center'd all Glory and Excellency ; th 

Shadow of God on Earth! 
The Breath of Fame goes before the Van-Col 
_rier of his Armies, purifying all Places, and I 
ling them with Veneration and Terror. The Du 
that is raiſed by his Heroick Cavalry, paſſing wh thou 
the Air, cauſes 'Trembling and een I ot 
3 | car neren 
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Hearts of the Chriftians, The Infidels fall before 
he fatal Scymetars of Tru? Believers. 5 

May the Angel of the Houſe of 1/mae/ continue to 
roſper the Holy Of-/pring, to extend their Conquelts, 
ind propagate the Faith unblemiſh'd ; that the 
Names of Alla and Mahomet may be heard in all Cli- 
tes, and from the utmoſt Borders of the Earth. 


Paris, . of the 6th Moon, 
of the Near 1664. 


— — — —— — — 


LETTER Xl. 


75 Iſouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
Aſtracan. 


Have often wonder'd, why, among the reſt of the 
Nations in CHriſtendom, thou would'ſt not beſtow 
he leaſt tranſient Viſit on Spain. But upon more 
ature Conſideration, I find thou art a Man of Judg- 
ent in Travelling. That Country lies under a very . 
Character, for the Penury of all Things neceflary 
d ſuſtain the Lives of the Natives: and by Conſe- 
uence, tis not to be thought they can ſpare much 
dr Strangers. A very inhoſpitable Region, abound- 
g in Beggars, Thieves, and Drones: Full of Wine 
nd Gold, yet barren in Corn and rich People. 
Thou wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou 
alt conſider, that the Spaniards have all their Corn 
om France, Germany, or Sicily: And that for this 
dother Reaſons, Spain is but like a Sieve, through 
hich the immenſe Treaſures of Peru and Mexico 
edrain'd into other Countries. 
You may travel ſome Days together in Spain, 
vol fthout ſeeing any thing ſave the dry Face of a 
: ſelart. And if you chance to meet with a Houſe, 
herein you may ſhelter your ſelf and your Horſe, 
I expect 


thy Pains to breathe an Air infected with ſo may 


Mind. Improve thy Opportunities in doing Good 


170 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 


expect no better than a Ramezan Entertainment. 
For you muſt faſt all Day, and think your «| 
much reſpected if you can get a few Onions, or 
other Roots and Herbs, with a Morſel of Bread and 
Fleſh at Night, to keep you from being ſenſible that 
you are actually ſtarving. 
"Then the Inhabitants ate the proudeſt People on 
Earth. You ſhall meet with none but Kings, Prin. 
ces, Viceroys, or at leaſt Men that conceit them. 
ſelves ſuch. They are alſo mercileſs in their Re. 
venge; Cruel, Obdurate, Covetous, Moroſe and In- 
exorable, In a word, Spain is the Feſuits Paradiſe 
the Zeros Purgatory, and the Hell of Women. 
T .therefare-commend thy Fortune, or thy Pru- 
dence rather, which would not ſuffer thee to fall into 
the Hands of thoſe Barbarians; nor think 1t worth 


Vices. Thou haſt paſſed through many more in 
viting Provinces, and art at laſt happily ſeated to thy 


I ſent a Letter to our Couſin So/yman, adviling 
him to give thee a Viſit, If he comes, receive hin 
Kindly, and perform the Part of a Kinſman; pu 
all Expences to my Account, and remember that u 


Man is born for himſelf. 


Paris, 6th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


— mmmmmmm—_ 
LETTER XII. 
To Afis, Baſſa. 


LL Europe is alarm'd with the mighty Prep 
rations which our invincible Sovereign 181 


king to invade the German Empire. Great is th 


Cal 
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Conſternation and Fear, and Courier are every where 
running up and down from one Kingdom and Court 
to another, to remonitrate the common Danger 
and beg Aſſiſtance. Every body appears zealous in 
2 Cauſe which concerns all Chri/tendom; and the 
French King has lent the Emperor 8000 Men. 

The Duke of Beaufort is alſo gone with a Squa- 
dron of Ships to encounter the Corſairs of Algiert, 
and other Dominions of Barbary. 

The Pope has ſent to the Emperor's Aſſiſtance fix 
thouſand Foot and two thouſand Horſe. And the 
ret of the Emperor's Allies are raiſing Levies for 
him as faſt as they can: It being current News, 
that the Grand Signior in Perſon is at the Head of 
two hundred thouſand Men, entering into Hungary 
as a Conqueror: That he has taken above forty 
Towns, ruin'd all the Country where he paſſed 
through, and that in a little Time he will be at the 
Walls of Vienna. | 

In the mean time, this Court appears inſenſible 
of the general Danger which threatens Chriendom. 
They ar& altogether taken up in Ballads, Plays, and 
Feaſting ; minding their own Intereſt more than that 
of their Neighbours, and revelling as if the King 
of France was ſole Monarch of the World. 

Here is arriv'd'a Legate from Rome to compoſe 
the Differences between the Pope and this Crown. 
His Name is Cardinal CH. He is receiv'd with un- 
parallel'd Magnificence, as if he were an Angel 
from Heaven; for the French King loves to ſhew 
his Grandeur on ſuch Occaſions. Beſides, all the 
Nations which are in the Communion of the Latin 
Church, have an unreſerv'd Veneration for the Ra- 
man Mufti, whom they eſteem the Succęſſor of Pe- 
ter the Prince of the Apoſtles. i 

This oung Monarch has a large Soul. The whole 
World ſeems too little to ſatisfy his Ambition. He 
lays the Foundation of N greater than 1 

5 ; 
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of Alexander the Conqueror of Afla. He heaps up Mo- 
ney at a prodigious Rate, raiſes vaſt Armies, builds 
magnificent Palaces, keeps Kings in Penſion, ſup. 

ports many Princes of Germany; and in a word, 
commands more of them, than does the Emperir 
himſelf, who is their lawful Sovereign. 

Vet after all, I cannot perceive that he loſes an 
Degree of that Reſpect which he owes, and which 


his Predecefſors have always paid to the Grand Signiur, 
who is the undeniable Arbiter of the whole World. 


God grant our Sovereign long Life, perpetual Vi-' 


Qories, and a good Stomach to his Meat, which the 
King of France wants to the Accompliſhment of his 
Happineſs; for at preſent he feeds like a Sparrow. 


Paris, 19th vf the 8th Moon,” 
of the Near 1664. 


LETTER XIII. 
To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 
| T Hou wilt perceive the vaſt Reſpect I. have for 
| thee by my frequent Diſpatches. Thy Com- 
mands are to me as the Laws and Sanctions of the 
Ottoman Empire, which I will never violate. I am 


no Flatterer; witneſs my Letters to ſome of the 
Grandees, wherein I have not ſpar'd to reprove their 


Vices, Errors, and Male-Adminiftration. If a Ba 


has been unjuſt, ſeditious, or engag'd in rebellious 
Practices; if he has prov'd an Extortioner, a Drun- 
kard, or a Tyrant, he has not eſcap'd without a 
due Reprimand, I have been bold in correcting, 
adviſing; and giving Counſel to the greateſt Mint- 
ters in the Empire. And this was a Province ap- 


pointed me by the Flower of ſublime Glory, the Phe- 
- mx 


* 
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nix of Honour, ſole Favourite and 7. roſes of the Grand 
Signior, the Vizir Axen, in whoſe Cuſtody were the 
Seals of Imperial Secrets, Majeſticꝶ Decrees, and Royal 
Edids; who being the Primum Mobile of the reful- 
gent Maſſulman State, gave Life, Activity, and Or- 


der, to all the Inferior Orbs, Springs, and In/truments 


of Government. 

I receiv'd this Command many Years ago, and 
he that gave it me is gone to the Verld if Spirits. 
Yet the Injunction remains in Force, being ſtamp'd 
with the myſterious Signet, the CHaracter of ſufrems 
and immutable Authority. In Obedience to which, I 
have never warp'd or flinch'd from the Duty enjoin'd 
me. And to demonſtrate that I did not do this in 
avain Oſtentation of the Power which was given me, 
T have not fail'd all along to pay to a Man of Merit, 
the Attach and Veneration that was his Due. * 

"Tis with inexpfeſſible Pleaſure I throw my ſelf 
at the Feet of a wiſe and virtuous Man; with ex 
treme Complacency I kiſs the Duſt whereon he 
treads, and unfold all my Faculties in expreſſing 
my Eſteem. I am full of P/atonick Love, and built 
Altars in my Breaſt, to a Soul deſerving the inno- 
cent Sacrifices of amorous Paſſions, the Incenſe of 
Gratitude and a pure Affection, an Holocauſt of In- 
tegrity and loyal Friendſhip. . 

I proteſt, by the Hopes I have of ſitting on the 
Banks of the Rivers in Eden, and of being regal d 
in the delectable Chzo/es. of Paradiſe, that J honour 
thy Learning and other ſage Perfections; that un- 
blemiſh'd Life, thoſe excellent Morals, and the un- 
parallel'd Sweetneſs of Modeſty, which crowns all 
thy Actions. But I will ſay no more to a Man who 
cannot hear his own Praiſes. The beſt Method of 
expreſſing my Regard, will be to anſwer thy Expe- 
Qitions, in preſenting thee with the true Pons 
dure of theſe Veſtern Nations and. People, which 
thou ſo paſſionately coveteſt. | | 

& 1 3 I muſt 


— 
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J muſt deſire thee to excuſe the Confuſion and 
want of Order in my Letters; ſince I ſend thee 
a Medley of Remarks, as they come to my Know- 
ledge and Memory. | 

it is not long ago ſince I wrote to /ouf EU 

Achmed, a Kinſman of mine, a Merchant at Acre. 
can; and among other things, I took notice of hi 
not going to ſee Spain in his Travels ; for he has 
been in moſt of the Kingdoms of Exrepe, and over 
all Aña and Africk. In that Letter I deſcrib'd Spain 
in its worſt Colours. Now I will ſhew it to thee in 
another Figure, without fwerving from the Truth: 
For every Country has its Perfections and Excellen- 

cies, as well as its Defects and Blemiſhes. 

If Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nature ha 
made amends for that Fault in the 2 of the 
Air, and the Plenty of Fruits: The Sands of he: 
Rivers are of the moſt perfe&t Gold. Her Villages 
tho' few, are greater and more populous than ſome 
Cities; witneſs Madrid. Her Mountains are of Irm, 
Marble, and Jaſper. Her Vallies underlaid with 

| Lead, Braſs, and Silver; Spain of old was the Thar- 
As of Solomon, the Ophir of the Pbænicians, and tit 
Peru of Rome. . 
In thoſe Days the Inhabitants of Spain were fi 
mous fot their Fortitude, and invincible Conſtan- 
y. Tis recorded, that the Inhabitants of Saguni 
in the Province of Valencia, when they were be. 
fieged by Hannibal, and ſo oppreſſed by the Carths 
ginians, choſe to burn themſelves, with their Wives 
Children, and all their Wealth, rather than yield to 
the Enemies. 
Their Fidelity alſo was ſo remarkable, that ſom 
of the Roman Emperors had always a Guard of 54 
niards near their Perſons; as the French King, i 
Pope, and other Princes do now confide in tit 
truſty Siet. ü 
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But tho' there remain ſtill ſome ſcatter'd Rem- 
nants of the ancient Virtue among them, eſpecially 
in Biſcay and Caſtile, yet the greateſt Part of the Spa- 
niards are degenerated. They make no Figure now 
in the World, but only for their Gold, and the 
Vaſtneſs of their Dominions; for they poſſeſs the 
beſt half of America, are Lords of two mighty Em- 
pires, and not without large Territories in the other 
three Quarters of the World. Yet the too great 
Extent of their Power has weaken'd its Vigor; the 
Affluence of their Wealth has really impoveriſh'd 
them, and by ſtraining their Honour too high they 
have crack'd it, being now of little or no Eſteem 
in Europe. Their Glory fades at the riſing Grandeur 
of France, which makes radiant and ſwift Advances 
towards its Zenith. This young Monarch is already 
become the Arbiter of all Chri/tendomr. 

Accompliſh'd Miniſter, there is nothing in Na- 
ture ſtedfaſt: The World is but an eternal Circula- 
tion of Events, Viciſſitudes, and Changes, without 
Beginning or End. Only Go p remains immutable 
in his own Eſſence, which is the Center of every 
thing. May thou and I meet there, and then we 
thall be eternally happy. Adieu. 


Paris, 12th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Vear 1664. 


* 
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LETTER XIV. 


7 Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Profeſſor 
of Philoſophy az Fez. 


B Y the Faith and Obedience I owe to Mohammed, 
our Holy Lacwgiver ; by the Alcoran, and all 
that is eſteem'd facred among the Muſulmans, I 

Ne I 4 {wear 3” 
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ſwear, thy long Silence made me conclude my firſ 
Letter was unwelcome to thee. But now I'm con- 
vinced to the contrary, Thy generous Anſwer hy 
removed my ee and filled me with 
Complacency. Henceforth J ſhall reſt aſſur'd and 
c« fident of thy Friendſhip, promiſing my ſelf val 
Improvements from ſo learned a Converſation, tho 
only by Letters at many hundred Leagues Diſtance. 
As to what thou requireſt of me concerning the 
various Languages of Europe, I will inform thee 
the beſt I can, according to the Obſervations l 
have made, and the Intelligence I have receiv'd 
from Men of Letters, and from Books, which are 
the Pictures of learned Souls, Mirrors wherein 
they may behold their own Perfections, whilſt they 
are on Earth, and after their Departure to the Iasi. 
fibles, other Men may fee the interior Beauties of 
their Mind repreſented to the Life. For Words ne 
the perfect Sculpture of the Ixtellect, or at leaſt its 
Mexgetinto. They are the expreſs Portraicture of 
Divine and Human Reaſon. Thus the Alceran i 
call'd by ſome of our holy Doctors, The True Image 


Original Increaſed Wiſaom. 


Now of al the Words and Languages on Earth, 
thou. knowiſt the -Pre-eminence has been for ever 
given to thoſe of the Faſt; and among them to the 
Arabian, both in regard of its Purity and of its Anti- 

uity, from whence it is ſtyl'd the Firgin Mother ol 
. es the Dialedt of the Bleſſed Above. 

Thou know'ſt that for this Reaſon it is, the Trat 
Faithful covet no Species of Learning more ardent!y 
than to be perfectly skill'd in ſo divine a Speech, 
wherein the Volume of Celeſtial Majeſty was penn'd 
in Heaven before the Throne of Gop, and ſent 
down on Earth by the Hand of Gabriel, Prince of 
the Meſengers who fly on the Errands of the Omni 
potent. It was ſent, I ſay, to the Prophet, who 
xquld neither write nor read, that the war 


* 
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might be convinc'd of its Divine Original. Vet the 
incredulous will not believe; Tho' it is manifeſt 
to any Man of impartial Senſe, That a Perſon al- 
together ignorant of Letters, could not poſſibly 
compoſe a Book, the moſt Elegant that ever was 
penn'd in the World, and wherein not the leaſt 
Blemiſh or Contradiftion can be found from the 
Chapter of the Preface, to the laſt Yerficle, which 
winds up the whole Volume. Oh ! obdurate Hearts 
of Infide/s ; Oh! wilfully blind, that ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Splendors of Eternal Light : Oh! 
reſolvedly Deaf, that ſtop their Ears againſt the 
Voice of God and his Prophet, neither will they li- 
ten to the ſoft Whiſpers which are wafted from 
Paradiſe. 

Such as the Nazarenes, who for the Sake of the 
Greek and Roman Tongues, of which they are paſ- 
ſionately enamour'd, educate their Children in a 
fair Way to believe all the monſtrous Fictions of 
the ancient Poets, or at leaſt all the lying Tales 
and Legends of their own Prieſts, which are ten 
times more fabulous than the former, and more 
inconſiſtent with Reaſon. And this they do rather 
than to be at the Pains of learning Arabic, which 
would inſtru them in Truths as clear and ſerene 
as the Orient Sun. IVY : 

T'ſhall ſay little of thoſe Two ancient Languages 
of Greece and Rome, in regard they- being now 
grown obſolete, and only to be learn'd in Schools, 
thou, no doubt, art vers'd in them ad Unguem, as 
the Latius phraſe it. þ; 

That which ſeems propereſt for me to inform 
hee of is, That the Roman or Latin Tongue ap- 
pears like an old antiquated Mother thruſt out of 
Doors by her four ungrateful Daughters, Italian, 
French, Spaniſh, and Portugueze. "Theſe are her natu- 
ural Off- ſpring, begot during the Raman Conqueſts in 
ae Meſt, and — after that Empire was 

| bY , In. 
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in its Decline. So that now they are taken for ny 
better than Mongreli and Baſtards. In Spaniſh then 
iz a great Mixture of Gotbiſb and Moreſco Words; 
the French retain many of their old Gau/i/þ Idiom: 
The 7ta/ian is corrupted with a Hotch-potch d 
Words, left by the Yandals, Hun, and Langobard. 
Vet that Fault is rgcompenc'd by Abundance d 
1 Greek Etymologies. As for the Portugueze, tis but 
a DialeR of Spaniſb, and lies under the ſame Imper 
ſections. WF, > 
The only pure Maternal Languages now current 
among the common People in any Part of nary 
are the Teutonick, Sclavonick, and Britiſh: The 
is ſpoken in Germany to Perfection, but corruptly in 
Stoedeland, Denmark, and the United Provine, 
The Second is common to the Hungarians, Molds 
wians, Poles, Raſcians, and many other N ation 
The laſt is confin'd to the Fel/p, a People inhabit 
ing a Corner of Great-Britain, driven thither by the 
victorious Saxors their Conquerors, above. a Thow 
ſand Years ago. As for the reſt, they are only ] 
mix'd. Dialects, and ſo not worth taking Notice of; 
excepting one mountainous Part. of Spain, when 
the habitants are ſaid to ſpeak pure Arabick at thin © 
Day. They are ſuppoſed to be a Remnant of the 
Moors. | 
The Criticks here in the Veſt, uſe to give the 7; 
following Rules in Reference to Languages. If yul 
would addreſs to God, ſpeak in Greek or Latin, de 
cauſe of their Antiquity, Purity, and majeſtd 
Loftineſs. IF to Kings, ſpeak in Spaniſh, in * 
of its ſlow Pronunciation and Gravity: If to Mz 
uſe Italian; to Women, French; to Dogs, Welſh 16 
But if you would affright an Enemy, or the Devi "qa 
himſelf, ſpeak High Dutch. . ' 8 De. 
They relate a Story of a German Ambaſſador on 
the French Court, who deliver'd his Meſſage in 1# 
tonick ;, which when a certain. Grandee. heard, 
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took Notice of its harſh and ſtrong Emphaſis, he 
{wore *twas his Opinion, That this was the Lan- 
guage wherein God curs'd Adam, Eve, and the 
Serpent. The German turning to. him, anſwered 
briskly, Tig poſſible, Monſieur, it may be /o ; but then 

I hope youll grant, that French was the Occahon of this 
Curſe, when the Devil choſe 30 tempt Eve in that Lan- 
guage for its Effeminacy, wheedling her, a la mode de 
Paris, to eat the forbidden Fruit. 

Renowned Muſu, do me the Honour of frequent 
Letters: Inſtru&t me in Things whereof I'm 1gno- 
rant: Make me familiar with the Remarkables of 
the Country where thou reſideſt: Tranſport Fez, 
with the other Parts of Africk which are known to 
thee ; tranſport them, I ſay, Succeſſively to Paris 
every Moon, on a Piece of 1 . and J will fend 
thee all CHriſtendom by Way of Exchange: For thus 
it becomes the Lovers of Wiſdom, to barter. for 
Knowledge. ; | 


Paris, 10th of the 11th Mon, 
of the Nar 1664. 


| 


LETTER XV. 
To Oſman. Adrooneth, Aſtrologer to the 
Sultan at Adrianople. 


Hoſe of thy Profeſſion here in the Weſt, are 
wholly taken up in contemplating a certain 
Comet which appears in the Firmament. Tis of that 
Sort which they call Bearded. And ſome will 
have it to reſemble a Lion, others fay, 'tis like a 
Dragon, a Crocodile, a Bear, and.I know not what. | 
There is hardly a Species of four-footed' Beaſts, [ 
to which the giddy Rabble do not * 


- 
* 
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And ſome aſſert it to be the perfect Figure of ; 
Sword. | | 

The Mathematicians are ſtraining all their Skill, 
to take the true Dimenſions of this Celeſtial Appu- 
rition. The Painters are drawing it to the Life; 
the Poets are making Songs and Ballads of it. 
And the more learned Sages are framing Aftrom- 
mea Schemes, like ſo many Gins or Traps to 
catch this Meteor in. They watch all its Motions 
and dog it from one Heavenly Houſe to another; 
they track it through the molt intricate Paths of 
the Sky. 

If 1 ſtands ſtill, or makes a tranſient Addre( 
to any Planet, eminent Star, or Conſtellation, we are 
. preſently alarm'd with the News of it, and bid to 
be upon our Guard, as if there were ſome Miſchief 
a plotting againſt us 'Above. The World is ha- 
rangu'd with fatal Predictions of Wars, Famine, 
Earthquakes, and other Calamities, the ſure Conſe- 
quences of this ſuppos'd Prodigy. "73 

Tell me, thou who art converſant in the Sei. 
ence of the Stars, and the myſterious Philoſophy of 
Nature, what theſe Comets are? Whether they be 
only -Exhalations drawn up into the higher Regia 
of the Air, by the Force of the Sun; Or, whether 

they be more ſolid and durable Subſtances ? Whe- 
ther they be of a poſthumous Origin like the 
Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, and other Meteors, the 
daily products of Nature, the upſtart Off Hanz of 
the Elements ? Or, whether they are in the Rank of 
| thoſe Beings, whoſe Antiquity is untraceable, which 
1 are as old as the World 3 fach as the Sun, Moon, 
Fi Stars, and this Earth whereon we tread ? 
v For my Part, I believe *tis no Hereſy in Science, 
whatever 'tis in Religion, to ſtart new Maxims. For 
we ought to know, both in the one and the other; 
„what we call Innovation, is but a reviving thoſe 


Principles, which thro' Deſuetude, or the Corrup- 
: tion 
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| tion of Times are grown obſolete, out of Date and 
forgotten, tho' really the moſt primitive and ancient 

| Truths in the World. 1. 9 
Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are ſome 
other Globes ſcatter'd up and down the. infinite Ex- 
| parſe, beſide thoſe whoſe continual Brightneſs ex- 
poles them to our Eyes. 8 

The Moen, tis known, with Venus and other 
Planets, receive their Light gradually from the San, by 
Hemiſpheres: So that tis certain each of theſe or- 
bicular Bodies is always dark by half. And where 
is the So/zciſm, if we ſuppoſe there are other opaque 
Bodies in the Firmamemt which receive no Light at 
all, and by their Nature and Qualities, are incapa- 
ble of receiving any but from within themſelves? 
8o we may ſuppoſe theſe Comets to be ſuch ſolid 
Globes, made reſplendent by an Eruption of their 
central Fires. | "5 | 

God only knows the Truth in ſuch Caſes. And 
thou art better able to decide theſe Queſtions than IJ. 
Therefore referring it to thy ſage Judgment, I pray  — 
him who made the Stars, and orders their Dominion 
on Earth, to bleſs thee with favourable In fluruces, 
That thy Saul may be always like a Land flouriſhing 
under the fweet Aſpects of Orian and the Pleiades. 


Paris, 22d of the 1275 Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 
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'. LETTER. XVI. 


70 Hamet, Reis Effendi „Principal Secretary 


ibe Ottoman Empire. | 
5 


F. E French have had ſo many Occaſions of Joy 


of late, that it is hard to determine, whic 
affects them moſt neatly. | 
The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this Ms 
narch, for the Injuries formerly done to his Ambaſſi- 
dor at Rome, began the Triumph of the French Court, 
T have already ſent. Intelligence of that Quarre], and 
how high the Reſentments of the King flew, on 
the ſame Day that he receiv*d the firſt News of ſo 
barbarous an Affront. Now I ſhall acquaint thee, 
That there enſu'd a Treaty between them at Pi/a, a 
City of Italy in the Dukedom of Tufcany,. after 
the French Troops had terrified them into a State- 
Penitence, by the menacing Approaches they made 
toward: the Ecclefiaſtical Territories, through the 
Principalities of Modena and Parma. Theſe Two 
are Friends to France, and their Intereſt makes them 


fo, in regard that Crown protects 'em from the 


Pope's Oppreſſion, who is always eſteem'd an ill 
Neighbour, by the Tralian Princes, whoſe Domini- 
For this Roman Prelate is very 
Potent and Rich; he would in a ſhort Time be Lord 
of all Europe in Temporal: as well as Spirituals, were 
he not curb'd by the King of France and his Allies. 
This makes all the Title Sovereigns round about 
Rome, ſtand in Awe of the Monarch who was born 
to command Crowned Heads. Wonder not at the 
Expreſſion: For I tell thee, ſome of the greateſt 
Princes in Europe are his Penſioners. This very 


Quarrel with the Pope, has gain'd the a” 


Three Cardinals more than were his Friends for- 
merly. 


The Concluſion of the Treaty was, That the Pops 


ſhould ſend a Legate de Latere into France, to paci- 
fy the King's Wrath; and that the Militia or Ro- 
nan Guards whom they call $4irri and Corſes, ſhould 
be for ever aboliſh'd, and a Pyramid be erected over 
againſt their Guard-Houſe, with an Inſcription in 
Latin and French, declaring, their Crime and Pu- 
niſhment. 

This put the Court of France into a very jolly 
Humour. They fell preſently to Feaſting and Re- 
velling; and the King's next Project was the Con- 
queſt of Barbary. To this End he ſent the Duke of 


caufort with a Fleet of great Ships, to clear the 


Seas of- African Corſairs, that ſo an Army might be. 
ſafely tranſported from Toulon, and landed on the 
14 0 Shore. His Deſign in this was to reduce 
[ 


e-Inhabitants of thoſe happy Countries to the old 


Idolatry of their Forefatbers, to plant there the Na- 
zarene Snperſtition, and make himſelf the ſole Lord 
and Proprietor of Africk. 


I cannot divine what Succeſs he will have in. this 
great Enterprize ; but 1t appears as if God were an 


with the Muſulmans ; ſuch continual Loſſes they 


ſuſtain by Land and Sea. | 

It is with no ſmall Grief I ſaw not long ago, the 
French who ſerv'd in Hungary this. Campaign, re- 
turn to Paris laden with the. Spoils of True Believers. 
[ cannot behold. the very Cymetars and Enfigns 


which theſe Infide/s took from the vanquiſh'd O/ſmans 


hang up in their. Temples as Trophies of their Vifory, 
without inexpreſſible Paſſion and Regret. Tis ſaid 
here, the Grand Signior has loſt in Hungary above 
Thirty thouſand Men this Campaign; whereof Ten 
thouſand were kill'd in one Battel, and a Hundred 
and Fifty Colours taken, with ſixteen Cannons. 


4 


Beſides, 


* 
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- Beſides, theſe Giafers grate my Ears with another tr) 
Bravads, boaſting that one French Ship of War Ml "* 
fought ſeven Hours with three and thirty of the Pl 
Grand Signior's Gallies, ſunk five, ſcatter'd the ref}, * 
and came off with a compleat Victory. | the 
"Tis a vaſt Advantage the French have in the Situ- 

ation of their Country, in that it is waſh'd on the ver 
Scuth by the Mediterranean, on the North by the Main fd, 
Sea: So that *tis eaſy ſor them to curb the greateſt 7 
Part of Europe on one Side, and ſufficiently moleſt 4 
the Levantines on the other. As for the Wejer; n 
Parts, this Kingdom is their very Center: Where ſar 
all the Lines of War, Peace, Commerce, and Traffck IM ke 
meet and terminate. She is to Chriftendom,. whet ] 


Egypt and Sicily were in former Ages to the Empire 

0 Old Rome, an inexhauſtible Granary. Whatſoever 

defirable W Nature has frugally dropp'd here 
c 


and there in other Regions, are found in this King- 
dom as in their Original Seminary. Corn is plentiful Wh- 
_ as Graſs, Vine is almoſt as cheap here, as Water is To 
with you in ſome Parts of Turkey. The Fens and Lakes 
are cover'd with wild Fow/. The Meadows with 
Sheep, Deers, Goats and Oxen. There's nothing ſcarce | 
but Hens, Eggs, and True Believers. I had almoſt P 
forgot their remarkable Plenty of Salt, the bare 
Cuſtom of which, augments the King's Coffers with N 
four Millions of Zequim every Year. 
France allo abounds in Hemp, a moſt neceſſary on | 
Vegetable, whereofſhe not only makes all Her own MW” | 
Cordage and Sails, but alſo furniſhes her Neigh- * 
bours, which brings in a conſiderable Revenue. pan. 
There is an infinite Plenty of Fruits, and Tree: for I tin 
Timber, of Iron, Marble, Free-ftone, and all Things 75 
neceſſary for building Ships or Houſes, for Defence or * , 
Offence by Land or Sea. Netther are there wanting — 


Mines of Gold, Silver, Tin, Lead, Copper, and other Me- T 

tals whereof Men make the Inftruments of War, and ** 

the Entertainment of Peace. In a word, this Coun- L 
try 


* 
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try is ſo enrich'd with every Thing, that ſome Hiſto- 
rians and Philoſophers have call'd it the Parent of 
Plenty, others the Fountain of earthly Bliſs, the moſt 
incomparable Region of this Globe, the Epitome of 
the World, or rather a little World itſelf, 
Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the uni- 
verſal Succeſſes of the French Arms, when thou con- 
fdereſt theſe Things, and hear the Provinces are 
opled like Kingdoms, the Cities appear like whole 
N for multitude of Inhabitants. To ſay all 
in a word, the Common Character of France, is the 
ame which Philoſophers give to Nature, That 
there can be no Vacuum found in it. 515 | 


Paris, 25th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. | 


LETTER XVII. 


To Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Preſident of 
the College of Sciences at Fez., 


Ermit me to ruſh. into thy Preſence, venerable- 
Patron of Philoſophy, without the uſual For- 
malities of Addreſs, or Punctilio's of Intraduction. 
Let me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire 
on his Head, as the Cuſtom is at the r Port, 
in urgent Caſes: For I am newly inflam'd afreſh. 
with Pythagoriſm, Platoniſm, and Indiani/m. 

Floods, Fires, and other Devaſtations by War, 
Famine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and ſuch-like Con- 
73 tingencies, have either quite aboliſh'd the True and 
r Wm itive Science of the firſt Ages, in moſt parts of 

the Earth; or at leaſt very much diminiſh'd and ob- 
e. bur d their Original Splendor. | 
a The beſt Manuſcripts are loſt, unleſs the Indians 
n. WV preſery'd em. Our Fathers grew torpid, ſtu- 
Ty ET REI pihed,. 


— 
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pified and deſperate, under the publick Calamitig 
which overwhelm'd whole Cities, Provinces, King. 
doms, and Empires : There was no Encouragement 
for a Scribe or a Man of Letters, to put himſelf to 
a needleſs Toil in labouring ta preſerve the Records 
which came from Heaven: Hiſtories of the Word 
inviſible, celeſtial, perfect, and eternal; Tradition 
of undiſcoverable Antiquity ;' Pandets repleniſh! 
with bright Oriental Wiſdom, and ſeal'd with the 
Tetragrammaton, which thou know'ſt is the Signet d 
the Firſt and the Laſt ? Even of the Divinity which 
eomprehends all Things; and is itſelf comprehendel 

of none. | 
Had they gone about ſuch a Task, they knew thi 
fome ill Fate or other would ſwallow their Writing 
and bury them in eternal Oblivion. Hence it i; 
that at this Day we can hardly boaſt of the Footſtep 
of antient Knowledge, a few Fragments and Relich 
of Primitive Learning ſcatter'd up and'down in d 
vers Authors, and much adu/terated with the vm 
Opinions and Errors of After-times. For every Wi. 
ter was either inclin'd or forc'd, to flatter” the Ag 
wherein he liv'd, and not oppoſe their Tenets. & 
that now there is ſcarce any true Philoſophy extant u 

this fide the Ganges. | 

How thoſe Brachmans only had the Happinels u 
conſerve fo ſacred a Treaſt can be no other Wi) 
made out, than by their own conſtant Tradition 
that the Deluge of Noah never reach'd thoſe utmoi 
Borders of the Land toward the EA. And perhaf 
the ſame Reaſon may be given for the untraceabs 
Chronologies of the Chineſe, their Neighbours. F 
- tho? they differ im the Sentiments and Rites of th: 
Religion, in their Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manner! 
Government; yet they both agree in affirming ti 
World to be indeterminately Old, putting à c 
tain Number of Millions of Years, for an unce 
tain, far beyond it; which is but a modeſt Kt 
| | trenchme 
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trenchment of their own Thoughts, as if they were 
unwilling it ſhould be falſely cenſur'd .that they 
aim'd at an Hyperbole. | 

They ſay, That the fr/# Matter is co-eternal with 
Gon, as Light is co-eval with the Sun, produc'd alſo, 
and depending after the ſame manner. For as the 
Light diffus'd through the Air, is not properly the 
dun, but an inſeparable Effect of it; ſo the Univer/e 
is not Gon, but his Production, ever ſubſiſting on 
him, and never to be divided from his Eternal Eſſence. 
And, for ought I ſee, the moſt ſignificant Language 
in the World, has no other Way to expreſs 'Fhings 
of this abſtruſe Nature. They are too ſublime for 
human Thought ; much more do they tranſcend the 
Power of Speech. All the Dialedts on Earth are 
too barren of Words, and Words too defective in 
Senſe, to deſcribe the ineffable Secrets of Eter- 
nity. _ 

As for the various Ranks of Beings, the infinite 
Diverfity of Forms, reſulting from the fr/# Matter, 
a” think it reaſonable to believe, that they were ſuc- 
celively produc'd in Time; every one in its Order, 
and according to its Perfection. 

tell thee, it appears much more rational for me 
to believe this, than that the ft Matter itſelf was 
ae out of nothing above five or ſix thouſand 

ears ago, as the nd Chriſtians ſeem to teach. 
Rather than ſtarve y Reaſon with ſo ſhort an Mea 
of the World's Age, I would embrace the Senti- 
ments of Democritus and Epicurus, ſuppoſe an Inji- 
nty of Spaces and Worlds, an Eternity of Generations 
and Corruptions, a continual Change not only of In- 
dividuals, but of the very Species of Things, through 
the fatal Concourſe and Blending of Atoms : Yet not 
denying the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, nor under- 
valuing his Providence all. the while. For theſe 
Things are, in my Opinion, very compatible one 
with another, : p 
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To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale i 


- HAT is this World, that on all fides i 


I do not pretend to be finzular, or ſet up for | 
P e Neither am I ambitious of being eſteem 
a Wit, by venting Notions above the Reach of yl. 
gar Capacities. - Tis only the pure Love of Truth, 
which encourages me to take this Liberty with ther, 
was * Matters of Philoſophy art the only Maſter « 

ge. 

To thee therefore I ſubmit all my Sentiments, » 

to an Oracle; deſiring thy impartial Anſwer, ant 
couching the Faculties of my Soul, in the moſt hun. 
ble Attach to thy venerable Wiſdom, I become mut 
as a Mummy. | 


Paris, 30% of the 12th Moons 
of the Near 1664. 


f 
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LETTER XVIII. 
Sidon. 


vades our Senſes? This Earth under ov 
Feet; thoſe Clouds whirling over our Heads; the 


Winds ſhaking the Trees ; that azure Sky, with i | Fil 
its glittering Ornaments ? What's all this but e. 
eternal Dream; a meer ſhadow of Gop Almighty" 
Thoughts? Tis pleaſant living in it; tis alſo paryy"* t. 
ful. In his Senſe this Univerſe is perfectly good 8 
in ours 'tis mixed with Evil. He made it for H“ 2! 
own Diverſion, and our Scrutiny. Tis to us oo 
Field of Riddles and Contradictions. In Sun" * 
we curſe the Heat, and in Winter blaſpheme d + 
Cold. Yet we bleſs both the one and the other, wi 1 

we feel em in due Meaſure and Seaſon. One Hou * 


this Colour pleaſes the Eye, another that; . 
8 | perhiſ 
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perhaps in the next, tis diſguſted at them both. We 
erer find Reſt or Content in any Thing. The ſofteſt 
luſick at ſome times grates our Ears, like the 
oaking of Toads. The moſt agreeable Odours, 
e as the Smell of a Sepulchre, loathſome and abo- 
inable. The moſt deleftable Wines and ſavoury 
eats, at ſuch Seaſons, are unpalatable as the Be- 
erage and Diet of Hell. Neither can the more in- 
nuating Charms of Women, put us in a better 
umour. All the whole Syſtem of Nature joined 
ether, is not ſafficient to afford us eaſe. Nothing 
t a Ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our 
ſelancholy, or give us a Taſte of our ſelves. For 
eare the very Deity in ſcatter'd 2 z or we 
e ſeparated Drops of the Divine Efſence; Volatile 
irits of wid by Fate or Chance, fix'd in pro- 
r Vehicles of Time and Matter. O Santone ! this 
hole Corporeal Univerſe is but a Heb ſpun from the 
pwels of an Infinite Gop, and wrought with ini- 
table Artifice, to catch Inmaterial Forms, Idea“, 
d Souls in, which are the genuine Off- ſpring of the 
ernal Mind. We Mortals of human Race, are 
t ſo many Parcels of the Divinity in diſguiſe, tre- 
d into Bodies, by certain hidden Baits, Magnets, 
Charms lurking in Embryos, with which we have 
e Sympathy. We are all Gods in Maſquerade. So 
the Beaſts of the Fields, the Birds of the Air, and 
> Fiſh of the Sea. 


CP 


mes of Gentile Religion, which taught Men to 
re the Sun, Moon, and Start, the Elements, and 
that is within their Circumference, eſpecially the - 
is of departed Hers's, Demy-Gous, Nymphs, and 
reſt of thoſe Beings, which are the cet Progeny 
Eternal Nature. For in ſo doing, they did but 
d Altars to the original Fountain of the Uni- 


5 le. Since God is in the Winds, in the Rain, in 
Hou Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and other Meteors 3 
3 a In 


zerhul 


Let us not therefore condemn the antique Cere- 


, 
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in the Heavens and Air, Sun, Moon, and Stars; in 1 
the Fire, Earth, and Water; in Plants and Animal; . 
finally, ſince he is in the Elements, and every Thing 


compounded of them; he is not only in them, bu M - 
is theſe very Things by an ineffable Produfion d r 
himſelf. And when the fna/ Conſummation ſhall I er 
come, it will be but a withdrawing all the extended flu) 
Lines of his Infinity, into their Center, where thoy ry. 


and I, and every divided Atom in Nature ſhall meet, 
be united and ſwallow'd up in eternal Beatitude, 'Y 
Amen! Amen Oh thou Lord and Father of il 

Things, inexhauſtible Abyſs of Miracles which 


know no End. 


Paris, 6th of the 1/7 Moon, 
of the Year 1665. 


_— j" WY 


LETTER XIX. 
To the ſame. 


Uppoſing it were otherwiſe than I have faid; 
8 Grant the Doctrine of Epicurus true. Beliet 
that we and all Things were produc'd by the Fort 
tous Concourſe of Atoms : Yet ſtill we have the ſam 
or greater Reaſon to value our ſelves as dimin 
tive Gods, ſince in this Senſe we muſt of New: 
ſity be Eternal, every Atom being ſo, of wild 
we are compounded. In the Opinion -of ta 
Phils/ophers, there's no ſuch Thing as an Qrigin ( 
Beginning of the Univerſe: Each Particle of Ma 
with them, is as old as the Divinity. We have ll 
rang'd Eternally from one Form and World to it 
ther; danc'd to the Meaſures of Fate, been Pal 
of the Orbs above, and of the Caverns belo! 
ſtray'd through the Heavens and all the Elemen 
taken an univerſal Career, through »finite and! | 
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I Spaces; and are now (as fix d as we ſeem in 
theſe ſolid Hulks of Fleſh ) in the ſame Hurly- burly 
5 ever. | 
Theſe Bodies which we carry about us are not 
(Wcompounded of the ſame Atoms as they were ſe- 
en Years ago. There is a perpetual Flux and Re- 
ur of Particles. We die as faſt as we live. Eve 
ui Moment ſubſtracts from our Duration on Earth, 
„is much as it adds to it. We move, breathe, and 
do all things by Paradox. Our very Eſence is a 
Riddle. | 8 
With an open Heart therefore I applaud thy re- 
igious Negligence of human Affairs, in that thou 
att divinely careleſs of thy ſelf, and every thing 
lſe, ave only to conſerve thy Innocence. - 
What ſignifies it, whether we believe the Mrit- 
en Lazy or the Alcoran ; whether we, are Diſciples 
of Moſes, Jeſus, or Mahomet ; Followers of Ariſtotle, - 
Mato, Pythagoras, Epicurus, or Ich Rend Hu the 
ndian fron ? Of what Import is it, whether we 
ray or not? Whether we kneel before Images, or 
na naked Maſgue ? It will be all one in the wind- 
nz up. We are but the Machines of Chance. As 
re live, ſo ſhall we die; and Gop knows what will 
ecome of us afterwards; neither is it worth our 
hile to be ſollicitous, ſince we can be certain of 
thing. Perhaps, every Atom of which we are 
hade may be ſcatter'd from the reſt; we may be 
anſported Piece-meal into Ten Hundred Thou- 
and Millions of Worlds, and ſeven-fold as many 
ears may expire, before two the minuteſt Par- 
cles of our Frame meet together again. We need 
lot to be troubled at all this: Nothing can hinder 
from being Immortal and Eternal, tho? it be but 
Fragments. | 
Go on then, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler, 
ol Fugitive ; go on to afſert, in the Courſe of 
y Liſe, this great Truth, That all Things depend 


R 
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on everlaſting Chance or Deſtiny. Thy Actions ſhall MW 7 
reprove the Hypocrites of the Age, who abound Mr 
in ſpecious Words. And thy divine Indifference 
mall condemn the helliſh Zeal of furious Bigotz, 
who think to pleaſe G o b, and atone for their Sins, 
by ſacrificing human Blood, and maſſaeting all tha Wer 
are not of their Faith. ; 

Go b, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport thee if. 
ter Death to happy Regions, immarceſſible Joys, Vn P. 
and an endleſs Succeſſion of Bliſs. Every Am Wipn 
ſhall find its Paradiſe. Thou ſhalt mount by de- un 

ces to full, infinite, and eternal Felicity. Adicu Miche 
or a Time. 7 | | 


| | he ( 

Paris, 20th of the 1/4 Mosa, _ 
of theNar 1665. Terr, 

| ? | ih 
— ——— ator 
LETTER XX: 
To Iſouf, his Couſin, a Merchant at 40 


Aſtracan. ther 


TX 7 HEN I reflect on thy Happineſs, in ha Poul. 
/ ving been all thy Life at Liberty to change e W. 
thy Refidence, and ramble whitherſoever thy Wl 
Fancy invited thee; and that even now at Af. 
can, thou art no longer confined than by thy n 
own Pleaſure or Intereſt, I cannot farbear envying BWF'** - 
thee. | 2 
There is an inexpreſſible Delight in ranging the it th 
various Trats of the Earth. Whereas to be per 0 | 
petually ſhut up and impriſoned, as I am, in a Ci” 1 
ſo cloſe and high- built, that the very Winds can | 
carce find a Way into her interior Parts, is a per: 
fect Hell upon Earth. 


To 


| 


ike Pe/ion upon Ofa, ſince the Houſes here are as 


ire the Air into the Joer, middle, and upper Regions 
r Apartments; or rather like the Heavens, whoſe 
'umber 4/rozomers aſſert to be Mus. For with ſo 
many Stories do ſome Houſes, nay, whole Streets 


Apartment's peopled like a Bee- hide. So that in this 
infinite Throng of Inhabitants, and ſuch as come 
tither about Buſineſs, we are ready to be ſtifled with 


he Cities all over the Eaf, the Houſes are inter- 
ixd with Gardens: They are low-built, with 
[rrraſſes on the Top to take the cool Air on by 
Night, with Parterres, Kaskaneys, Divans, Conſer- 
tories, and all the other Conveniencies for re- 
reſhing the Senſes, zy Water, Wind, and odoriferous 
Dells. f . 

This makes me long to be at Conſſantinople, Da- 
naſcus, Moſul, or even at Aftracan, where thou re- 
deſt, tho* that City want many Delights which 
others enjoy. However, I mould there encounter 
vith Taras and Turbants, the very Sight of which 
hu. ould half cure my Diſcontent. May my Portion 
ge e with Tagot, if I am not tir'd with ſeeing nothing 
it theſe Hats, and ſhort Coats, theſe ridiculo as 
71-7 4nks, theſe Apes without Tails. And then to 
thy ear them rant againſt the Grand Signior, and all 
ing e Believers; to hear them blaſpheme the Magen- 


er of” God, curſe the Alcoran, revile the Mufti, and. 
the n the Mollabs, with a Thouſand other Imperti- 
ences, which none but ſuch RNeprobates, Giaurs, 
nd Infidels would be guilty of; makes me either 


vim my ſelf deaf, or that my Tongue were at Li- 
erty to anſwer them. But, much rather would I 
eure to be in a Place, wo I mightenjoy my Ears, 

£9 
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Jo ſpeak the Truth, Paris may be calbd a Heap 
xx Aggregate of Cities, built one upon another, 


high as the Minarets at Conſtantinople, and divided ä 


in Paris, lift up their Heads; and every Story or 


ne another's Breath : Whereas thou knoweſt, in 
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to receive the Salem from my Friends that are 
Maſſulmans, and to hear the Name of God devout!y 
2 on any Occaſion that awakens the Senſe to 

liety. | 

'Oh that I were __ my Countrymen, the 
Arabians, who dwell in Tents, and frolick about 
from Hills to Valleys, taſting by Turns the various 
Sweets of the Foreſt and the Plain. The Grove 
and Meadows, Paſtures and Arable Grounds, Cities 
and Villages, all contribute to their 'Delight. 'Th 
want no innocent Joy that the Earth — 


Their Wealth conſiſts in the Multitude of - their 


Sheep, Camels, Goats and Oxen. And for them i 
all their Care, that they may not want Graſs and 
Water in due Seaſon. As for themſelves, they ar 
reſignꝰd to Providence. = | 

So are the Tartars, who fleep in Hords or Wag: 


| gons, the only Cavaliers of Afia: Whole Life is 4 


R Campaign, from the Cradle to the Grave: 
heir Labour and Eaſe are derived from the fame 
Fountain; exerciſing - themſelves on Horſeback at 
ſeven Years old; and feeding on the Milk of Mares 
as ſoon as they are wean'd from their Mother“ 
Breaſts. Toil and Recreation with them are one 
and the ſame Thing, ſince they know no other 
Pleaſure but what conſiſts in Riding, Fighting, 
and : Conquering z or elſe in Death, which they 
believe tranſlates them to new Joys, and thole 
more Poignant than they knew before. Therefore 
avely court it at the Point of a Sword, ot 
the Mouth of a Cannon: Nothing being mort 
ſcandalous or hateful than a Coward among them. 
I proteſt, the very Idea of Palus Mæotis, and Tat 
rica Cherſoneſus, with the -zeſt of thoſe horrible 
Fens and Marſhes, on the North of the Black Stu, 
which encompaſs the Dominions of the Tartar:, ut. 
s me with a Paſſion, or rather ſuch a Medley of 
Paſſions, as I know not how to name, Thoſe . 


3 


pineſs. 
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ple Deſarts, thoſe untrack'd Solitudes, appear to 


my Imagination, like the Limits of this old habi- 
table World; and the Frontiers of ſome new, 
ſtrange and unknown Region; ſome Terra Incog- 
nita, where an univerſal Diſſolution and Silence 
keep their Seat for ever: Where no Voices are 


heard but thoſe of uncouth Satyrs, Fauns, and other 


exotick Tenants of the Words and Moors. No other 
Sound but the whiſtling and roaring of the Winds. 


No Proſpect but that of Trees which have appear'd 


from the Infancy of Time; and where thoſe are 
wanting, the Eye is wearicd in a long endleſs Waſte, 
which nothing ſeems to bound, but the declining. 
Arch of diſtant Skies, or low, black, melancholy 


Clouds, skirted with Miſts and Fogs, eternal Man- 


tles of the Northern Climes. 

This is the Figure of thoſe ſolitary Tracts where 
Iwould chuſe to live, rather than in a City which 
ſtifles me with too much Plenty of every Thing, 
but freſh Air, and honeſt People. | 

Thuf,, the Contrarieties which we find in earthly 
Things, give a Guſt to each other. And the moſt 
magnificent Palace wou'd ſeem a Priſon, were a Man 
aways confin'd to live in it. | 


Couſin, I wiſh thee perpetual Liberty, and Hap- 


Paris, ,7th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Near 1665. 
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„ LETTER XXI. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Serre- 
zary of the Ottoman Empire. 


' A Midft the Variety of Obligations which TI have 

"A to diſcharge, I forget not to obey thy Com- 
mands. I have already in my former Diſpatches ac- 
quainted thee with the Characters, and ſome remar- 
kable Paſſages of Henry IV. Lewis XIII. Lewis 
XIV. Cardinal Richlieu, Cardinal Mazarini, and 
the Prince of Conde. Now I will fay ſomething of 
the famous Mareſchal de Turenne, whoſe Fame res. 
ches whereſoever the French Wars have been talk'd 
of for theſe Forty Years. The Name of this great 
General, is Henry de la Tour d Auvergne, Son to 
the Duke of Bouillon. N 
When his Father was near his Death, he call 
for both his Sons, whereof this was the Voungeſt. 
And among other Exhortations, he recommended 
in a ſpecial Manner three Things to their Practice: 
Never to renounce or change their Religion: Never 
to take up Arms againſt their Sovereign : Nor to pro- 
" voke the Firſt Miniſter. | 

As to the Firſt, the Mareſchal de Turenne has hi- 
therto kept it inviolably ; but he has faulterꝰd in both 
the other, having revolted from his Mafter*s Service 
during his Minority, and oppos'd the Intereſt of 
Cardinal Mazarini, when the Parliament perſecu 
ted that Minifter.” + © | ; | : 
However, this hinders not but that he is a great 

Soldier, and beſides he is ſince reconcil'd to the 
King. He ſeems to be born for Martial Aﬀans. 
And they relate of-him, 'That when he was but 
Ten Vears Old, and his Governor miſſing him, 


* 


\ 
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at length found him faſt aſleep on a Cannon, which 
he ſeem'd to embrace with his little Arms as far as 
they would reach. And when heask'd why he choſe 
fack a Couch to lie on, he made Anſwer, That he de- 


fign'd to have ſlept there all Night, to convince his 


Father that he was hardy enough to undergo the Fatiguet 
of War, tho' the. Old Duke had often perſuaded him to 
the.contrary. And to ſpeak the Truth, no Man was 


more careleſs of his Body than this Prince: 


At fourteen Years of Age he was ſent into Hol- 
land to ſerve in the Army under the Prince of Orange 
who was his Uncle. There he apply'd himſelf to- 
all the Diſcipline of War, doing the Duty of a pri- 
vate Soldier: Which is the common Way that Ca- 
dets or younger Brothers take to riſe to the moſt 
eminent Offices. He was equally forward in Labours 
and Perils, never ſhunning any Fatigue or Hazard,. 
which might bring him Glory; yet he was not raſh, 
the common. Vice of Youth, but temper'd all his 
Actions with an extraordinary Prudence and Soli- 
dity of Judgment, beyond what was expected. from 
him at theſe Years. Yet, on the other Side, his 
Counſels were not flow and flegmatick, being of a 
very ready Forecaſt; and he ſeldom fail'd in his 
Contrivances. He was ſoon promoted to a Place of 
Command. And the Exactneſs of his Conduct rais'd 
him a vaſt Reputation, ſo that by Degrees he at laſt 
arriv'd to that Height of Power and Honour he now 
poſſeſſes. He appears indefatigable in his Body, and 
of an invincible Reſolution, He hates Flatterers, 
that think to gain his Friendſhip by praiſing him. 
And is equally averſe from making uſe of ſuch fawn- 
ing Inſinuations to others, tho' the greateſt Princes 
of the Blood, or the Firſt Miniſter himſelf. . 

He has alſo a certain Stedfaſtneſs of Spirit, which, 
cannot be warp'd by any artificial Addreſſes, tho 
made to his own apparent Advantage, if they pro- 
poſe to him any Thing we a the leaſt a; 
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df what is baſe and diſhonourable. Thus he would 
never conſent that the Honour of taking Dunkirt 


ſome Years ago, ſhould be aſcrib'd to Cardinal Ma. 


⁊arini, tho' that Miniſter N courted him to 


it, offering him the greateſt Commands in the King. 


dom, if he would do him that Service; and the 


Aareſchal knew it might prove his Ruin, if he did 
not. Yet ſuch was his Integrity and Love to the 
Truth, that by no means would he be brought w 


- condeſcend to this Meanneſs of Spirit: Vet, perhaps 
'3t might only proceed from the Averſion which in 
"thoſe Days he had for the Cardinal. Many times it 


is evident, That a zatural Paſſion is made to paß 
for a moral Vertue. Befides, perhaps he was unwil- 
ling to be depriv'd of the Glory due to him for that 


N 


important Servicſe. 


e is a Man of few Words, ke ſo ſecret in all his 


Counſels, that no Body knows any Thing of his 


Deſigns, till he puts them in Execution. Every 


Man eſteems him the molt liberal Prince of this Age, 


having no other regard for Money, than as it ſerves 
the Neceſſities of his Family, and enables him to ob- 
lige his Friends. | 

In a word, whatever Vices he may have, he is yet 


endu'd with ſo many good Qualities and Vertues, 
that he is belov'd by all the Nation, and in particular 


Faveur with his Sovereign, who treats him not as a 
Subject, but as one of his moſt intimate Friends. 

May God, who has rais'd up this great Genius, to 
aggrandize the French Monarchy, continually ſupply 


the Grand Signior with valiant and expert Generali, 
that the Empire of the Faithful Ofmans, may inereaſe 
like the Moon, but never be in its Wane, till that 


Planet ſhall no more appear in the Heavens, and the 


Faſtning of the E/ements ſhall be diſſolv'd. 
ol Paris, 12th of the 2d Moon, 


the Nar 1665. 7 | 
7 i 9 1; F* 
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'Y LETTER XXII. 

- W 7 Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sciences, 

p and Penſioner to the Grand Signior. : 

p H E French King has lately This Letter was 

5 receivd- a groſs Aﬀront roritien Originally 

5 from the Poets. They have often ix Sclavonick. 
been Satyrical upon his Loves, 

. and now they begin to burleſque upon his-Money. 

7 A Day or 'T'wo ago, as he was newly riſen out of 

n his Bed, he found on a Table in his Chamber, a 

Taper containing theſe Verſes. | 

8 Tu &s Iſſue de Race — — | 

1 Ton Ayeul eff Henry le Grand; | 4} 

7 Et ton Pere Lowis /e Fuſte, 1 1 

7 Pour Toy, tu nts qu'un Lowis 4 Argent. 

5 Thou know'ſt where the Force of the Poet's Wit 


"4 hes, having travelled. in France and learned their 
Language. The King ſmil'd at the Reading of it, and 
et ſeem'd to be pleas'd with the Frankneſs of the Au- 
a thor, ſaying, He was worth a Thouſand Flatterers. He 
7 miſed likewiſe to give him five hundred Louis's 
5 r his Wit, if he would diſcover himſelf, as, alſo 
to pardon him on his Royal Word, But the S 
10 if would not venture himſelf, knowing that 
ly ings have more * than One to revenge them- 
h, ſelves of private Perſons, their Sabjectt. However, 
* lince the King appear'd ſo well pleaſed with this, 
at be was reſolved to_ give him another Touch of his 
2 Skill. And the very next Morning in the ſame Place, 
the King found theſe Words. 


Tu ne le Scaura pas Louis, 
Car fetois ſeul quand je le fis. 
| 4 There 
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There haye been many Conjectures made about the 
Autbor of theſe Lampoons. Some ſay one Thing, and 
. ſome another. And there are not wanting ſuch. 2 
faſten it on a Firgin of Collen, now reſiding at this 
Court: Her Name is Anne Marie de Shurman. She 
is very learned, and ſpeaks Arabick, Latin, Turkiþs, 
Greek, Italian, French and Spaniſh, as fluently 2 
her native Dialet. She is of a fine Wit, and 
piercing Judgment in the Controverſies of Philo 
phy and Religion. | 
There are ſeveral Epi//es of hers in Print, ſome 
openn'd-in Latin, others in French, addreſs d to the 
 Vyeen-Mitber, CardigalRichlieu, Cardinal Mazarini, 
and others; beſides a Book of Poems, moſt of then 
Satires. And 'tis this laſt gives the World ſuch: 
Jealouſy of her writing the Lines which were found 
on the King's Table. For the Criticks have com. 
| par'd 'em with her Style 5. and find a very near re- 
ſemblance between ten 
But let who will be the 4#thor, I think the French 
King is wrong'd in the Character they give him. For 
tho? he has heap'd up great Quantities of Gold and 
Silver to carry on his vaſt Deſigns. yet he is no Mi/er, 
being very liberal to Perſons of Merit. 
J {end thee this for thy Diverſion, and in order to 
our future Correſpondence. Take it for an Exam: 
Ple, and be as familiar with me, remembring the 
old Latin Proverb, Manus manum fricat. 


| Paris, 1175 of the 6th Moon, | 
/ the Tear 1665. 2 
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LETTER XXIII. 
„ os the Caprain Baſſa. 


A thy Heart be chearful, and thy Voyage 
crown'd with Succeſs, where: ever thou ſaileſt, 
noble old Tarpaulin, and Favourite of the God of the 
Sega. The Empire of the Ottomans has not had ſo 
brave a Commander of the Navy theſe thirty Years. 
Gop grant thee good Fortune againſt the 7nfdels, . 
whether on the White or Black Seas. Thou art al- 
ready famous for thy Exploits on the latter, in above 
twenty Engagements with the Co/acks, Circafians, . 
and te reſt of thoſe thieviſh Countries. But no- 
thing has raiſed thy Character ſo high as the laſt * 
Combat thou hadſt with Pachicour, the renowned 
Pyrate of thoſe Parts, who threaten'd not only his 
Chriftian Neighbours, but alſo the Ottoman Empire 
with infinite Ravages. © ee, 4 
But thou haſt ſtemmꝰ'd the Tide of his Glory, hum 
bled the maritime People his Confederates, and by 
that means made thy ſelf a Way into the Archipelago 
and Mediterranean, where thou rideſt as another Ny- 
tune, King of the Waters. | | | 
Take not this for Flattery ; for I tell thee, I have 
not ſaid ſo much to a Baſa of the Sea theſe ſeven : 
and twenty Years. Neither indeed had I any Rea-. 
lon. He that merited the moſt Applauſe in all that 
Time, was the brave Zorneſan Mu/?apha. And I ad- 
areſs'd no more to him than his due. Fortune did 
not favour him, or elſe he had done great Things. 
As for the alt, they were generally Men never 
red to Sea-Affairs, but Minions of the Court, or 
Bullies of the City, who were better at making a 
Noiſe, than at any Action of Hazard or Importance. 
ind there were ſome bold Renegadoes, but they play d 
n Lalt 
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_ faſt and looſe, and no body knew where to Me 

em. 
Treachery infects the whole World; but in theſe 


Weſtern Parts it reigns as in its Center. Here's no- 
thing but Undermining and Ambuſhes : One State WM = 
trepanninganother out of their Guards, and then they ll * 
Play their own Game. 18 
ft would be endleſs to acquaint thee with the Ori. 
Sinal of the Quarrel between the Sas and the 
Dutch. Let it be enough for thee to know, that 
theſe People are at odds now: And in regard the 
Strength of both Nations lies in their Shipping, they 
are preparing to cover the Northern Seas with Na. 
vies; but the anders ſtill get the beſt on't. | 
claim the Sovereignty of thoſe Seas, and in my Opi- 
nion they deſerve it. I ſpeak according to my Intel- 
ligence; being aſſur'd, that no Nation ever prevail. 
againſt em on that Element. | | 
They have had a terrible Fight this Summer, 
wherein the Dutch loſt ſeventeen Ships of War, be- 
ſides Veſſels of ſmaller Note. The Commander of the 
Engliſb Fleet is call'd the Duke of York, a great Ge- 
neral, and Brother to the Exgliſb King. His Name 
was famous in France and Flanders during the Spaniſh 
War. And tho' the Land afforded him no farther 
Occaſions of Glory, yet he has found ſome in. the 
Sea. Opdam, the greateſt Admiral that ever the 
Dutch could boaſt 3 fell a Sacrifice to his Genius. 
IT am the more particular in this Relation, becauſe 
it is fit thou ſhould'ſt know the Characters of all the 
brave Heroes living. - | 
Since this Fight, the King of. Frauce has ſent an 
Ambaſſador to the Engliſh Court to mediate a Peace. 
What Iſſue his Negotiation will have, is of no great 
Import to us, who ſerve the Grand Signior, ſole Lord 
of the Four Seas: But I will tell thee ſoniething which 


it concerns thee to Know, =» 


The 


The King of France is going to cut a Canal 
through Part of his Kingdom, by which the Medi- 
terranean may be join'd to the Main Sea. This is a 
vaſt Deſign, and much diſcours'd of in Europe, being 
a Parallel to what has been formerly attempted by 
ſome Kings of Egypt, and Emperors of Rome to join. 
the Mediterranean and Red Sea together, for the ſake: 
of an eaſter Traffick to the Ea Indies. : 
Thou oughteſt alſo to be informed of the Duke. of 
Beayfort's Exploits on the Coaſts of Barbary. He 
is Commander of the French Navy in thoſe Seas, and 
has done great Injuries to the People of A4/gier, Sar- , 
celle, Bougie, and other Ports. | 2 
Tho? theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſf'd for de- 


ring the Protection of the High Porte, yet let us 

1 Wrcmember, that the Agerines are Myſſulmans, and 
therefore ought not to be abandon'd to the Malice of. 

= 77/700 | * 

0 Might Baſe, {ail thou in the Strength of Gop 

e ainſt the Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. And 

„ ben thou haſt finiſh'd thy Voyage here below, may. 

e Wind of Mercy waft thee o'er the Waters whic 

5 ”* above the Firmament, and land thee ſaſe in one. 

er ef the Ports of Paradiſe. 8 1 

. Paris, 34 of the 9th Moon, a 
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HIS Court has put on the exterior WW Cou 

Semblance of Mournin ao wr” oo a. 

inwardly rejoĩce at the Death of PH. 'pare 

| Ill /ip IV. King of Spain. He deceasd i ie is 

on the 1775 of the 97h Moon. "Iv I 


poſſible their Grief is more real for ¶ our ſ 
| the Death of the Duke of Venagſn me u 
a Prince of Royal Extra#ion, and, whilſt living, not exora 
far from a Poſhbility of inheriting the Crown of Fran 
But now he is gone to the Grave, the general Recepts 
cle of all Mortals, and which makes no Diſtinction be- 
wyeen the Mo and the Fulgar. There 


1 


- 


form'd on the Part of the King, the Dauphin, the 
Duke of Or/zans,. the Duke of Valois, and other 
Princes of the Blood, for the Health of the depart- 


ed Soul: For the Nazarenes, to give them their due, 
fall not ſhort of the True Faithful, in believing the 


Reſurrect ion and Immortality to come. They conſign 


the Bodies of the Dead to their Sepulchres, with ſo- 
lemn Rites of Religion, perfuming them with J- 


cenſe, and ſprinkling them with Holy Vater; re⸗ 
hearling alſo. certain ſacred Hymns and Prayers ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. Neither do they neglect 
to faſt and give Alms, to perform any pious Office 
which is practiſed by the My/u/mans, for their 


Friends who are gone to the inviſible State. They 


agree with. us in abundance of good Things, and 
if they mix. ſome. Superſtitions and Errors, let us 
pity their Weakneſs, and praiſe Go pp who guides 
us into the right Way, and ſuffers us not to Fe ſe- 


duced into the Way of Inſdeli. He is the Merciful 


of the Merciſul, the Joy of the Elea, and the Hope 
of all Nations. Should he puniſh Men according to 
their hourly Demerits, the Earth would ſoon be de- 


populated, and void of any other Inhabitants ſave 


the Beaſts. But he knows our Mold, and remembers 
that we are no more than a mere Froth or, Spume of 
the Elements, and that in a very little Time,. by the 
Courſe of Nature, we ſhall vaniſh like Bubbles 
which yield to every Blaſt of Wing. Therefore he 
ſpares us, and connives at our Infirmities, becauſe 
he is the Lover of Souls. ei 

I ſpeak” this as an Incentive to Charity among 
our hes, and to our Fellow-Mortals. It ſeems to 
me unreaſonable, that we ſhould purſue with in- 


exorable Hatred all the Fo//owers of Feſus. He was a 


Holy Prophet, humble, mild, chaſte, and harmleſs. 
He did many good Works himſelf, | and com- 


— 


manded his Diſcip/ss to imitate his Example. He 


Tebuk'd 


Vol. VE aSpyatPanrs. 305 
There have been abundance of Ceremonies per- 
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rebuk'd thoſe among them that would have call'4 
down Fire from Heaven to conſume his Enemies: 
Enjoining them to return Bleflings for Curſes, 
Prayers for Blaſphemies, and Good for Evil. There 
are thoſe among them who obey his Precepts : As 
for the Wicked, I am not their Advocate. If the 
eateſt Part of the Chriſtiant live contrary to the 
15 of the Meſſi as, let us conſider alſo how man 
Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks, and Atheiſts 
there are amorig thoſe who profeſs the M, 
Faith. Doubtleſs, there are Good and Bad of all N. 
ligions- And "tis impoſſible to find an Aﬀembly. of 
juſt Men, without a Mixture of Sinners. 4" 
As for our Differences with the People of 7e/w, 
in Matter of Worſhip, it ought not to make us for- 
get that we are Men, compounded of the ſame 
leſh and Blood as they. And for ought, we know, 
Gov», who made all the Nations of the Earth, may 
accept of their various Rites and Ceremonies in pay- 
in him Divine r 
e that are the Poſterity of Inael, and worſhip 
the Eternal after the Manner of our Fathers, who 
follow'd the Pattern of Vrabim the Beloved of God, 
cannot deny but that the Law of Moſes was of Di- 
vine Original: And yet it contains Precepts and 
Injunctions, to which we are wholly Strangers in 
our Practice; tho” the Jes, who are. the Deſcen- 
dants of Ne obey them to this Day.” ,, _ 
So we believe what the 4/roran ſays of the M 
fas, That he is the Breath and Word of Gop ; that 
he heal'd Diſeaſes, raiſed the Dead, wrought many 
- other Miracles, and preach'd the true. heavenly Do- 
* Qrine. Yet there's abundance of Difference be- 
tween the Ceremonies which the very Apoſtles uſed 
in the Service of Gop, and the Worſhip eſtabliſh'd 
Mahomet our holy Lawgiver. But he tells us, 
that they who live up to the Law of Fe/as,. ſhall go 
. i Paradiſe tended axles. tage; WES” 
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The greateſt Scandal which the CBriſtianm give us, 
is their prey =. Pictures and Images in their Tem- 
les, and the Reverence they pay to thoſe inſenſible 
Pieces of human Art. And yet for onght we know 
they may be excuſable before Gop ; ſince they pro- 
fels openly in the Pub/ick Decrees of their Conncils,. 
that the Veneration- and Honour they pay to the 
Figures of Saints and Angels, is only relative ; their. 
Devotion at the ſame time reſting not on this Side the 
Prototypes. * q 85 
If this be true, I ſee no more hurt in their Worſhip. 
of Images, than in bowing and proſtrating before 
the Alcoran, which is but another ſort of [magery,. 
repreſenting the Divine Will. : 

In a word, if the Hierog/yphicks of the antient 
Egyptians are allow'd to be lawful Letters, and In- 
fruments to expreſs the inward Conceptions of the 
Mind ; in:my Opinion, the Painting and Sculpture. 
which we ſee in the Churches of the. Chriftians, 
ought not to be. condemn'd as an eaſier way to con- 
vey the Hiſtory of Teſus, and the reſt of the Prophets. 
and Saints, to the Vulgar, who are generally igno- 
rant of Letters. Unleſs we ſhall ſay, that the Son 
of Mary was an Idol, and the Prophets and Saints 
were Devils; which God avert from the Mouth of 
a True Believer. | 


Paris, 13th of the 11th Myon, 
of the Year 1665. Se 
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* X 0 ; . 4 { 
To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria, I * 

Oy It . | th 
HV Diſpatch came to my Hands in a good WM B 
Hour. I perus'd with Reverence the Pater- WM as 

nal Inſtructions it contained; the grave and judicious W m 
Apothegms; the ſacred Rules and Inſtitutions of a WM 7. 


regular and ſpiritual Life; the Morals more refin'd 
than thoſe of Pindar, Epictetus, Seneca, or Cat. 
But pardon me, if I reliſh.not ſo well thy Panegyrict 
on ſome of the newly canoniz'd Saint:; from which 
you take occaſion to extol the Pope's Infallibility, and 
to exclude from Salvation, all that are not within the 
Pale of the Roman Church. _ | 
I am a Chriſtian and a Catbolict as well as you. I 
honour the Apoſtles and Martyrs, with all the Pri 
mitive Saints, Confefſors, and Holy Doctors of the 
Church. *But I can never be perſuaded, that a Man 
for being a Murderer, Traytor, an Inventor of cruel 
Devices, or a Learned Sycophant, can merit Heaven, 
' tho” he may be rank'd in the Red Lines of the Ci. 
 lendar. Much leſs can I believe, that all Men ſhall 
be damn'd, wh are not in Communion with the 
Biſhop of Rome. Certainly the Catholick or Univerſal 
Church, is not ſhut up within the narrow Confines 
of the ſhatter'd Roman Empire. Conſider Greet, 
Armenia, Egypt, Muſcovy, Ethiopia, and all the ſpa 
. cious Territories of Europe, and the Ea. How 
many Millions daily. ſay the Pater-Nofter, and pray 
in Jeſus's Name, yet never paid Obedience to an 
but their own Patriarchs and Biſhops ? Were not all 
the Apoſtles equally in Commiſion ? Were not the 
Churches they founded and eſtabliſh'd, equally holy 
and orthodox? Where then commenc'd the mighty 
Schiſm, but in the moroſe Pride of Victor, who 
- (for the ſake of Paſchal! Nigetiis) affronted a . 
„ , 45 | | 17005 
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Churches in the World, and was for that Reaſon ſe- 
verely reproved by a French Biſhop of his own Obe- 
dience ; beſides the Reprimana' of Polycarp, and other 
Prelates of the Ea! Was not St. John the Beloved, 
that reſted his Head with Divine Honour on the 
| Breaſt of Chriſt, as privy to the Laws of his Maſter 
as Peter, Paul, or any other abortive Apot/e ? Re- 
member the firſt General Council at Ferufalem, where 
Janes the Brother of our Lord ſate Preſident, de- 
creeing ' Ab/tinences exactly oppoſite to the preſent 
Roman Faith and Practice. And believe at the ſame 
time, that *twas Imperial Vanity and Pride which 
firit begot the fatal Separation. Hereſ was but the 
Baſtard of the Apoſtalick Canons, cheriſh'd and too 
much countenanc'd by Conſtantine and his Succeſ- 
lors, till the fatal Time of Phocat, whole untimely 


Che a” TW -” My os oy ” 


[ W Death made all Things ripe for the intended Uſur- 
i- WH pation. Oh Gzicciardine! How truly haſt thou 
he WY writ the State of modern Rowe! Worthy as Horace 
n Wo! eternal Honour. Thy faithful Proſe equals his 
el eourtly Verſe, and merits new Auguſtus to patro- 
RSA, 625909 - Bits. ADE tio Ho 

1 Believe me, Father William, I have no Spite or 
all Enmity againſt the Roman High - Prieſt. Ireverence 
he him equally with his Brethren, the Patriarchs of 


ſal Conſantinople, Feri ſalem, Alexandria, and Antiach. 
Iwould go beyond this, for the fake of Conformity 
0 ancient Cuſtom, and in Obedience to the cele- 
rated Council of Nice: I would willingly acknow- 
edge him the Primate of the World. Let him 
dave the firſt Place, in God's Name, among the Pa- 
narchs of the Univerſal Cbureb. But let him not 
ide on the Necks of his Equals. Let him not pre- 
end a Power to cancel the Apeſtolioſ Canons; tra- 
erſe the Traditions of the Fathers, repeal the Decrees 


f General Councils, diſpenſe with the Lars of Na- 
who “e, Grace, Reaſon, Morality, and the very Inſtitu- 


ons of his Predeceſſors, Men, without queſtion,. 
| | as: 


— 
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as infallible as he. This is not the Way to mike 
Proſelytes to the Roman Faith, unleſs it be of Fool, 
and Knaves. The World has receiv'd new Light, 
Father William, and Men begin to hiſs religious 
Bantering off the Stage. Nay, even they who arc 
moſt guilty of it, I mean the Rowen Courtiers, Car- 
dinals, and Prieſts, cannot forbear laughing at the 


Folly, and credulous Eafineſs of thoſe on whom 
they impoſe their pious Frauds. The bigntted Laty 


are by them eſteemed no better than filly Aſſez * 
tamely couching under the Burdens of their Etc 62 
fiaſtical Lords and Drivers. . out 
f Therefore, tis time for thee to open thy Eye, Me 
lift up thy Head, and lay afide Monaftich Simplick F 
ty I do not counſel thee to turn £ibertine, or ini. end. 
tate the Frallan Gallantry, which has taught the tolli 
Prieſts, inſtead of ſacred Continence, to' ſquint Chn 
Benediction on ſome charming Lady from the Altu F 


in the Name of Deminus Vobiſcum, or Surſum Corio Man 
even whilſt they are preparing for Divine Revel 
to banquet on the Fleſh and Blood of God. Oli 
- monſtrous -Perfidy, and execrable Profaneneli 
Nor if thou art affronted and revengeful, would! 
adviſe thee to time the Execution of thy Wrath lik 
the Sicilian Veſpers, and make the Bells become tit 
Signals of thy Cruelty, which ought, and wen 
deſign'd, and conſecrated on purpoſe to drill 
- harmleſs Souls to Church, with their dull, fleeph 
jangling Chimes; and with their more triumphank 
lofty Muſick, on the Fefivals of the Saints, to mall 
devouter Chri/tians dream they're going to Heaveh 
inſtead of a Maſacre.'\I would not have thee hope it 
merit Paradiſe, by ſending: thither in Obedience t 
the Pope, or General of thy Order, the majeſt 
Souls of Kings, or Emperors, in Vehicles of {acted 
Poiſon, or envenom'd Exucharifs. Believe that thok 
Prelates, Prieſts, or Monks, who are thus divine! 


profane, and mercitully cruel, ſhall become 


y 
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tred, Veſted, Cowled Monſters, in the fierceſt and 
moſt violent glowing Dens of Hell; there with the 
moſt exalted Arſenicks, Mercuries, and whatſoever 
gives the higheſt Pains, to languiſh, pine, and rack 
away Ten Thouſand, Thouſand, Thouſand, Ages, 
in Penances of flow Effect, which expiate but very 


ate, the crying Sins of guilty Murderers, and bloody 


* 


Wy Hypocrites. | | | 
et ſuch as theſe, ſince modern Times, are the 
only Men thought worthy to be canoniz'd for 
Saints; which made a certain honeſt Cardinal 
out in Preſence of the Pope, Theſe New Saints force 
ne to doubt the Old Ones. * 
Father William, the fame Thought begins and 
ends my Letter. Yours was upon the Stretch, ex- 
tolling far too high the Largeneſs of the Roman 
Church, the infa//:ble Power of Popes, the Miracles 
of theſe Mer Saints. And I, for my Part, am a 
Man abhorring Bigotry. I cannot believe Things 
contrary to my Reaſon. I wiſh the Differences of 
Mankind in Foint of Religion were rationally com- 
doſed, and that the Good of all Seas, Factions, 


this Life, as they ſurely will be in the next. 

In the mean time, to the Father without Begin- 
ing; to the Sox without a Hunger Brother ; to the 
%% Ghoſt, the Fir/t and the Laſt; to the Virgin Mary 
he Mother of the Entire Deity, I recommend thee 
nd all good Chriftians ; hoping to ſee you in Heaven, 
io' we cannot it ſeems think alike on Earth. 


Paris, 1// of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1665. 5 


— 


arties, Churches, and Communions, were united in 


* * 
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LETTER III. 


0 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
VET 


A Ccording to thy Defire, J have procur'd anf 
ſent thee the 4/coran, with other Writing: d 
our Holy Doctors; Books which will conduct thee 
into the right Way. Thou wilt find in theſe J 
lumes a Spirit of Life and Power. There breaths 
in them a certain vital Principle of Reaſon ; ſo tht 
whoſoever reads them attentively, may feel (it 
may ſo ſpeak.) the very Pulſe of intellectual Wiſdo 
beating in every Sentence. | 
I here is a vaſt Difference between theſe Writing, 


Full of Arguments clear and intelligible, and ti 120 
Whimſies of thy Rai, who abound in ſecred H © 
bles, and divine Romances. | 0 805 
Who can peruſe, your celebrated Miſnab with 7 
Diſdain? Or look into your more applauded 1# _y l 
mud, and not feel kinfelf touch'd with Horror, 


the monſtrous Blaſphemies and ridiculous Fog 
ies therein contain'd ? Doſt thou not laugh at f 
Story of | God's pickling up the Leviathan: till 8 
Days af the Maſfab; and that other of the 38 
which daily devours the Fodder of a Thoull 
Mountains? Or wilt thou ſhew me the Nel! 
that Rird from whence, the Talmud ſays, an Egg 
ling on the Earth, threw down three hundred 
Cedars with its Weight; and at length break 
over-flow'd ſixty Villages with the liquid Subſtat 
included in the Shell ? Es 
Such as theſe muſt needs be fit Themes for 
Contemplations of the Oznipptent! And yet 7 
Rabbi's teach, that G o p ſtudies nine Hours of! 
Day in the Ta/mud. Can any Man of common P. 


* 
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bear theſe Blaſphemies and not tremble? What Af. 
fonts are theſe to human Senſe? What Impoſi- 
ions on the Neaſon of the credulous eto, ? Boes 
the moſt perfect of all Beings acquire Knowledge by 

Degrees, or is the Eternal Tntelle improv'd by 

reading of Books? Or if it were ſo, would he not 

make a better Choice than of a Volume, which in 
he incredible Stories it relates, exceeds all the Fig- 

wnts of Poets? ' e 8 

Tell me, Nathay, can'ſt thou ſwallow that loud 

Lye of the Talmud, which tells thee, That there 

as Lyon, who when he roar'd at the Diſtance of 

gur hundred Miles from Rome, all the Women that 
ere with Child in that City, being affrighted at the 
oiſe, miſcarried, and the Walls of Rome fell down? 
ind when he drew nearer by a hundred Miles, he 

t up his Throat again, which made fo terrible a 

ound, that all the Rimans Teeth fell out of their 

eads, and the Emperor himſelf felt fuch Convul- 

Ions, as had well-mgh coſt kim his Life. 

Surely the Crow which the Talmud ſpeaks of in 

nother Place, was but a Puny to this monſtrous 

in; and yet it ſeems, that Crow ſwallow'd a Ser- 
mt that had eaten a Frog as big as a Village of 
breeſcors Houſes, and when he had done, flew 
ito the next Free. I ſuppoſe, that was the Tree 
hich grew in Paradiſe, and was Sve hundred 
liles high, according to the Talmud. Have I not. 
eaſon for this Raillery, when one of your Ra4b7”s 
emnly ſwears, he was an Eye-witneſs of theſe : 
hings? Who can forbear to ridicule the Bigotry 

oP, who give up their Faith to ſuch Delu- 

= EW. a 

Thou wilt meet with more rational Entertain- 

ent in the Books of the Maſſal man Doctors; more 

pecially in that Tranſeript thou haſt of the Jo 

me firſt dictated in Heaven. That confirms the 

e Law of Moſes, but damns the Impoſtures * 

| ar : x 


ot 
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the Talmud, attributing the Invention of ſuch Er. 
rors to the Devil. wer OL | 


But thou wilt ask me, perhaps, what T mean by * 
the true Law of Mo/es ? Shall I tell thee the Opi·. ve 
nion of one of thy own Nation, a Hebrez of the . 
| Hebrews, as he pretends, and, for ought I know, of * 
the ſame Tribe with thy ſelf: For 1 am a Strange / 
to the Genea/ogies of you bot. | the 
Some Years ago here was in this City, a Man who WM... 
if we may believe him, has been in all the Citis iff br. 
of the World. The French. call him the Wanderin in : 
ew; and he confirm'd that Title, by the Profe. 
n he made of his Birth, Deſcent, and univerli P 
Travels. No doubt but thou haſt heard of this Man, 
or atleaſt of ſuch a Character, and therefore I nec 
not repeat what he faid of himſelf, and what tie — 


Generality of Mankind believe of him. Suffice i 
to tell thee, that I was once. in his Company half 
Day together; when, among other Diſcourſes, he 
told me, that the true Law of Maſes has been hf 
for above theſe two thouſand Years, except it 
the North Parts of Aßa, where there are an infinite 
Number of Hebrews, but far different in their Ru 
ion from all the Fervs in the reſt of the World. H 
He the Country where they inhabit is environ 
round with high and inacceſſible Mountains. I as 
him the exact Geographical Situation of this Colts 
try, but receiv'd no other Anſwer than that it N 
beyond the River Sadbation. - Then I remember 
What I had read in E/aras, a Scribe of thy Nation, 
concerning the Tranſmigration of the Ten Trim 
who were carried away Captives by the Aſſyrian 
How. they paſs'd through a certain River on 
Ground, the Waters being divided to the Rigil 
Hand and to the Leſt, and that after the ſame Mat 
ner they ſhould return again in the latter Day 
but that in the mean time, the Region where they | 
was hidden from all other Mortals. 6 
SE. þ Ou 


- 


Comparing this Paſſage with what I had heard 
from the W. and” ring Few, I became almoſt perſuaded. 
that the People and Country of which he ſpake, 
were the very ſame mention'd by Eſaras. Go on- 
ly can diſcern the Truth from Error in Hiftories of ſo 
remote and ancient a Subject. | ; 

As to their Religion, I was juſt going to give 
thee an Account of What he ſaid concerning it, but 
am. interrupted by Company. Wherefore I am 
forc'd to break off abruptly. Expect a full Relation 
in my next. I am in haſte. [ 


Paris, 4th of the iſt Moon, 
of the Near 1666. 


__— 
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1 To the ſame. _ 

7 conclude my other Letter laſted not long; 
ect I have Time enough to perform my Pro- 
Ric by the fame Poſt. . 
" I was about to relate what the Vand ring Jet told 
$ 


of the Religion of thoſe remote Hebrews in Aſa, 
rhich take as follows. © + Bf 
He fays, they are a Nation of Philoſophers, bound 
their Lazs to ſtudy the Liberal Arts and Sci- 
en. They have none but ſron-money current 
mong them; the Uſe of Gold and Silver Coins 
eng” expreſly forbidden by their Laws, to prevent 
e Temptations of Avarice and Theft: For who 
ould ſteal or covet a Metal, which, for its Bulk, 
as not eaſy to be hid, nor for its Beauty very 
eſirable, being every where common in the Veins 
the Earth, and ſery'd only as a Method of Bar- 
and Commerce among themſelves, where the In- 

2 equality 
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equality [of Merchandiſes entangled their Traffict, 
and —— not admit of a ready Exchange. 
This took from them the Occaſion of many un- 
neceſſary. Arts at Home, and they had no 'Tempts 
tion to travel Abroad; the chief Deſign of their 
Larwgiver being to oblige them to ſpend moſt of 
their Fime in religions and . philoſophical Exerciſes 
and the - reft in preparing Neceſſaries for humay 
Suſtenance. They had no need to bu by any thing 
of foreign Countries, or to build Ships for that En 
who were bound to live content with the naturi 
Product of their own fertile Cowntry : For Luru 
has not as yet ſet Footing in that happy Region, 
we may 2 this Traveller. He ſays, they fer 
altogether on the Fruits of the Earth, not admit 


ting any Art or *. eee which tends to Sup ':y 
Auity, Les 28 ſuch as ſerve the neceſſary Uſes 088820: 
Life, wherein they ſhew an admirable Dexterity 11% 
Skill. | 


When they travel Wa! one Town to another, 
which is very frequent, in re ae a thing 
to defray their Charges by the Way, or when the 
arrive at their Journeys. End: All ntertainment d 
this Nature being free and „ Such i is tle 
Cuſtom of the Country. 
They have no Lawyers among de but if any 
Contention ariſe, tis preſently determin'd by tif 
Arbitration of the next Neighbour, to whoſe Set 
tence all ſubmit: Every Man being willing to lot 
_ ſomething” of his Right, rather than diſturb the 
Publick Amity and Peace. 
As to the Manner of their Worſhip, they are fuld 
Obſervers of Purity in waſhing, anointing, and flv 
ving their Bodies. 
They have 7 imple; alfo where kh aſſemble _ 
ry Seventh Day; and having fer up the Fit 
Fruits of the arth, —. * fit down in the Counts 


. * ING Joy, whilſt the "= 


entertain them with excellent Muſick and Songs, in 
praiſe of Gop and his Works. To this End the 
Courts of their Temples are made very large, that 
they may contain ſo many diſtinct Families; and 
ſately Pavilions are ſet up, adorn'd with the Boughs 
of green Trees, with all manner of Flowers careleſly 
intermixed. But amidſt all their Feaſting they are not 
dermitted to taſte of Fleſh : They eat only the Fruits 
of the Earth, with Milk, Honey, and Oil. And 
their common Drink 1s Water and Wine. | 


At the Age of ſixteen Years, every Man is bound 
o take the following Oath: 


wear that I will adore but One God, who brought 

our Fathers out of Egypt, and has conducted us by 
r myſterious Path to this Land of Promiſe. - I will re- 
igioufly ſerve him all my Life, for that he has vouch- 
afed to plant me in the Family of his Elea, and not 
ither of the Two Tribes tobo were left behind in the 
and of Deluſions. I will do juſtly to all Men, nei- 
ber will I voluntarily hurt or kill any living Creature, 
neſs it be in my own Defence. Iwill not taſte of the 
1% of any Animal, but in all Things obſerve the Ab- 
linence commanded by Allah to Moſes on the Mount. 
will religiouſly obey my Prince, to my laſt Breath, and 


mer be torn in pieces by wild Beaſts than betray him, 
tne £0:/e1:t to betray him to another: For be is the Vice» 
F Gop. Iwill never conceal my Knowledge of 
Lie) Conſdiracy againſt him, or my Country, neither will 


diſcover his Secrets to any, if it ſhould ever be my Ho- 
ur to know them. Iwill obſerve the Traditions of my 
athers, and teach the ſame and no other to my Poſt+- 
ty. In dne, I will in all Things obey the Laws of this 
cred Kingdom, this Region of Peace, this Garden of 
ene %. All this I ſolemnly ſwear 7 the firſt Father of 
u, 4nd by Nothing the profound Womb of Darkneſs, 
mw 777 Silence the Companion of that Death which na 
ne ed Being can fathom, which is the ſame as if 1 
nid "- 5 ; | ſouls 
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Daoud wiſh my ſelf anni biluted, if I violate hi Ou, dt 
"In the heaft Point. A hi 


Theſe are all the Terms of the Oath, that I cn 
diſtinctly remember, which I here inſert, to ſhew 
thee t Opinion theſe People have of the Lay 
which was given to Moſes on the Mount, and hoy 
oy reject the Teo Tribes that were left in Paliſin 

eſteem'd of that Country but as the Land of Ds 
luſions, as counting their own Country the Regin 
a Promiſe, and themſelves the Elea of Gor. 
4 | One would think, that theſe were the Pofterity d 
= | the Tex Tribes that were carry'd away Captives by 
_- S2/manaſar King of AHria. And this was allo th 
4 Opinion of that Yaxderer, who told me, that bol 
their Pentateuch was different from yours, and th 
Language wherein it is written. For he fad, 
was rather a Diale& of Arabict, in which Langug 
thou knoweſt God wrote the Ten Commandment: u 


the Two Tables: Among which, one is, Thou full P 

not Kill. This Prohibition, they ſay, extends toil 

Living Creatures, tho* your Doctors inte it! 

onby reaching to Men, and ſo do the Chriſtiau. l 
che Maſalmant interpret it thus, Thou ſhalt nit 

#i11 Man ar Beaft without Reaſon. By which Claut 

the Beaſts are privileg d from the wanton Crude, | 

of Men, who otherwiſe would murther them oi 9 


to make Sport; yet wicked Men are not exempte 
from a violent Death, as a Puniſhment of the 
This Traveller ſays alſo, that the People of tit 
Country are ſo healthy, that they generally In 
till they are a hundred and twenty Years 0 
which is almoſt twice the Age of other Mortal 
This he afcribes to their exquiſite Temper 
and Moderation in all Things, as alſo to the Dr 
meſs of the Soil, and to the Force of cell 
Winds, which continually fweep the Air of f 
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 W-dleftable Region, and purge it of all hurtful Qua- 


IC ever it be thy Fortune to ſee this Perſon, he 
wil acquaint thee with a great many more delight- 
dul Paflages, which it would be too tedious for me 
+ to inſert in a Letter; befides, Ty is trea- 
cherous, and I often forget thoſe Things at one time, 
which. I remember at another: But if thou art ſol- 
licitous to hear more, I wilt oblige thee with all 
that I can call to mind of this Traveller, in another 
Letter. — SL een | 

In the mean time, make a right Uſe of theſe 
Hints, and weigh one Thing with another, examine 
all Things without Prejudice or Partiality. Truſt 
no Man's Reaſon but thy own in Matters of a diſpu- 
table Nature, ſince thou haſt as much Right to decide 
the Controverſy, as any Man. And thus thou wil 
never become a Bankrupt in Religion. © 


| Paris, 4th of the 15 Moon, | 
of the Near 1666. 


— — n — — — n 
FEET ER V. 

70 Mohammed, Hadgi, Dervich Eremite 

of Mount Uriel in Arabia the Happy. 


- A'S I think, this is the laſt of my Hours in this 
World, and the firſt of a new Life, which 4 
ll commence in Immortality: I perceive, that the 
atal Period, the Moment of Tranſmigration, {ct by De- 
ny, is approaching. The Craſis of my Blood is diſ- 
wing apace; my Spirit haſtens to get looſe from 
theſe mortal Chains: I feel my Soul trying and ſtretch- 
ing her Wings, preparing to take her eternal Flight 
o the Region aſſign d her by: Gos and Nature, i 
, & P 2 ho 


- 
* 


4 1 _ 
— wr Wwe 4 
— — — I ¹ô¶Ü—j 2 — - 


" 
o 
— — 


= 
© + 2+ 5 26" made ew * —— 
" 
p 


R 
„» 3 . T— .. ” 4 
4 - 
” — 
0 0 


2 commit * ſelf to the Inadulgent Creator of Al 


. Univerſe. 
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when I began. this Letter; yet now 'tis abated, and 
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I have not Preſumption enough to hope for Ps 
diſe, nor am I ſo abandon'd to Def] 5 as to 2 iſe 
- clude I ſhall go to Hell. I rather believe, Au elie 
or the Place of Priſons, will be my Portion; in n | 
gard I fear the Evils which I have been guilty ( 


are not over-balanc'd by my good Actions. N. 


well if Vertue has counterpois'd Vice in the Com ol 
of this mortal Life. However, I am refign'd, a 


Things, who will not fail to diſpoſe of me accord" 
ing to the Order which he has eſtabliſh'd- in leh" 


Methinks, were I even in Hell, I cou'd not un © 
bear praifing that Fountain of all Things. I wo! 
teach the Devils and Damm d a new Leſſon of Pati 
ence. and Contentedneſs, of Humility and Dem 
tion, of Generoſity and Love, amidſt their tremen 
dous Torments. I wou'd ſurvey. with an Indiſt 
rence becoming a True Believer, the Horrid A9 
with all its dreadful Vaults and Apartments. I wont 
conſider the wonderful Architecture of thoſe Inf: 
nal Priſons, the inexpugnable Strength of the Wal; 
their  prodigions "Thickneſs and unmoveable Ft 
neſs; I would contemplate every Thing with th 
Reaſon of a Philoſopher, and the ry of a Mi 
ſulman, not giving 1 ſelf up to the Paſſions of 

e 


All this I imagine were eaſy to perform in thol 
fatal Caverns, and much more, but Gop knows ho 
the Experience of ſuch an intolerable Anguiſh nl 
Reftraint, - might alter a Man's Mind.. 

However, I find it Medicina/ to think of th 
laſt and worſt Things, to be always prepar'd for St, 
Death, and whatſoever ſhall follow it? For, Sus © 

rizes are apt to unman us, and plunder us of our N 
eaſon. I was in the Heighth of a violent Feri N 


ile. 


I palpably feel the gentle Returns of Health anf 
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iſe- This is owing, in my Judgment, to the real 
belief I had, that my laſt Hour was come, which I 
ave ſo long 43 1 And I cou'd almoſt perſuade 
py ſelf, that J ſhall diſperſe a thouſand Maladies, 
cover out of the moſt dangerous Paroxy/ms, and 
rolong my Days to Old-Age, by the meer Force of 
beſe . lations. 

My Faith in this Point is grounded on Experi- 
nce: For I have often found, that to be arm'd a- 
zinſt Calamities with an even Mind, is either a ſure 
Vay to avoid them, or at leaſt to protract the Sea- 
pn of their Arrival. And if there were nothing 
Ie in t, but the rendring em more eaſy when they 
dme, twere worth any Man's Pains to try the Ex- 
nment. - | 
Doubtleſs, there is no Terror in Death, but what 
he vain Opinion of Men creates. *Tis as pleaſant 
r a thinking Man to die as to live, if it be only for 
is Reaſon, that in his Paſſage from the Life he had 

d before, he ſhall not have bare naked Idea's for 
s Contemplation ; but Matter of Fact, and the 
olt important, that ever employ'd the Souls of 
en. 1 

O admirable Sylean, conſider with thy ſelf, whe- 
ber it will not be highly grateful to thy languiſhing 
dul, when thou ſhalt perceive demonſtratively, by 
de infallible Entbynema's of thy trembling Pulſe, 
bat thou art juſt ready to be releas'd from the de- 
ful Sophiſtry of human Life ! that thou art near 
caping from a narrow Cage to be upon the Wing 
large, to fly into the ample Fields of Beauty, 
icht, and endleſs Happineſs : Reflect alſo at the 
me time, O holy Eremite, that I ſhou'd think it 
o Pain to be freed from my Confinement to a ſtink- 
ig Neſt of Infidels. . 5 
But why ſhould I give them that reproachful Epi- 
et, when for ought I know, Jam a greater Infidet 
y elf ? »Tis true, indeed, I am of the a 
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of Brabim, IJſnael, and the Holy Race; I bear in 
my Body the Seals of a Divine League or Covenant 
between Gop- and Man; I was circumcis'd in due 
Time, and gave ſupreme Glory to one God, and 
Honour to Mahomet his Mefjenger. I pronounc'{ 
the Seven Myfterions Words, whole Sound excites the 
Harmony of the Spheres, ſets the Angels a dancing, 
puts all Nature into Motion, and makes the Devil a 
deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our Holy Dactors teach, 
the very Breath with which that ſacred Confeflion 
is utter'd, blows-the Aſhes of Hell into the Eyes d 
the Damn'd, and ſtrikes them blind. In a word, I 
have faſted, prayed, ou Alms, and perform'd al 

the external Duties of a True Believer ; yet I har 
reaſon to fear, that the beſt of my pious Actions ar 
not ſufficient to cancel my Sins. y Practice runs 
counter to my Faith; there ſeems to be a double 


\ 
P 
ſe 
he 
£7 


Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, and the *r 
other forcing me to Evil. For, whilſt I reallyu * 
my Heart believe the Alcoran, and obey Mauh,—et © 
our Holy Lawgiver, I am compelFd to deny both * 
to profeſs the Life and Manners of a Nazarene, td * 
counterfeit an Infdel, and do a thouſand other * 4 
Things, to pleaſe the Grand Signier and his Slave. 1 
Thus I play faſt and looſe with Gon Almighty -. 
and turn Religion into C 2 Yet Haus Des 
knows, that I obteſt all the Elements to witnel_hlt e 
that I would fain be innocent, and live in unblemiſh! 5 
Vertue: But the fatal Neceſſities I lie under, cf 318 
ſtrain me to a perpetual Courſe of Vice. Whid this 
makes me ſometimes cry out in the Agonies of of þ 
Soul, O Gop ! I pray thee, either to alter my Gil 1 
cumſlances, and reform my Nature, or make nem Ius tiy | 
more eaſy to be kept. | 3 & 
Venerable and Patient Solitary, bear with my in his f 
portunate Complaints; and remember, that tho their 
thou art as an Ange/ for thy Perfections, yet Mu whe 


X | 
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mut is but a Man, ſubject to a thouſand TROY 


Tr 
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Pity him, and continue to afford him thy ſage Coun- 
2: reſt alſo affar'd, that among all his Infirmities,, 
he till retains inviolable Affections, and dutiful Re» 
gard for the Tenets of Gop's Prophet. | 


; Paris, 22d of the 2d Moon, 
7 of the Year 1666. | 


— - Ne — 
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LETTER VI, 
To the Kaimacham. 


T HO U may'ſt report it to the Divan for a 
Certainty, that Mirammud the Son of the 
Xeriph at Sallee, is taken Priſoner by the French. That 
bold Youth has long rov'd the Seas uncontroul'd ; 
has done many Injuries to the Chri/tians, filld Sallee 
with Slaves : Now he himſelf is become a Captive. 
Such is the Fortune of War by Sea and Land ; to- 
day Triumphant and Victorious, to morrow Van- 
quiſh'd and in Chains. | | 

Vet he loſt not his Honour with his Liberty, ha- 
ving bravely defended his Veſſel, and ſtrew'd the- 
Decks with flaughter'd French; till over- powered 
with Numbers, he was compell'd to yield. His 
Enemies extol his Courage, and the Greatneſs of his 
Mind, which would not fink under the Preſſure of 
this Misfortune. He ſeem'd to have the Command 
of himſelf, (which is the moſt glorious Victory). 
and ſuffer d not his Free-born Soul to be led Cap- 
tive by his Paſſions ; but behav'd himſelf with ſuch 
an even Temper, as plac'd him above the Pity of 
his Enemies, and rather made him the Subject of 
their Emulation, He is brought to the Court, 
Where he is entertain'd as a Gueſt, rather than as 2. 


L 4 Priſoner.:= 
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Priſoner : Being invited to their Banquets, Mask, 
Plays, and other Divertiſements. either is he 
debarr'd the Privilege of Hunting, which might 
give him the faireſt Opportunity to eſcape. But he 
18 ignorant of the Language of this Country ; and 
few of the French underſtand More/co : So that it i 
almoſt impoſſible for him to make any Party, or 
conſult his Flight, un'eſs the King's Interpreter 
ſhould aſſiſt him. Beſides, the French have a higher 
Opinion of his Generofity, than to apprehend ſuch 
an ingrateful Return of the Royal Uſage he finds in 
this Court. 4 

- As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made himſelf 
known to this brave Captive. But if the Miniſter 
of the Divan ſhall think it the Intereſt or Honour 
of the Sublime Porte to engage in this Affair, I 
want but a Commiſſion to ſet Mirammud ſafe aſhore 
in Africk. . 

J will not hazard any thing in an Affair of this Im- 

rtance, without an Order from my Superiers. 

hen their Pleaſure is once known, the Execution 
Mall be ſwift. I wait for thy Commands, as for a 
Decree of Deſtiny, which cannot be repealed. 

The Gop of our Fathers, who multiply'd the Sz 
of T/mael as the Graſs of the Field, and gave them 
the Sovereignty over many Nations, grant that the 
Sublime Porte, which is the Nurſery of the Faithful, 
may always take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall advance the 
"Intereſt of the Maſſulman Empire. 1 


Paris, 14% of the 34 Moon, 
e the Tear 1666. 
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LEITER VI.. 
75 Hamel Muladdin, Xeriph of Sallee. 


H Son is no longer a Captive, but a Congue- 
1er: His firſt Appearance before the Ladies of 
this Court was an Equivalent to his Ranſom. He is 
like to do thee ter Service by his Chains, than 
when he rang'd the Seas. His Beauty may do more 
Miſchief . in France than all thy Ships of War; 
fince it hath already created ſuch Rivalihips and Fa- 
ions among the Fair Sex, as engages the French 
Gallants on many unhappy Rencounters; and in a 
litle Time it will be difficult for the intereſted. 
Sparks, to meet and part with unſheath'd Swords. 
Libels and Panegyricks divide the Studies of the 
Wits; while one flatters, another lampoons the 

morous Females; and Mirammud, the illuſtrious 
|  Slave,-is all the Talk. In a word, he finds Royal 
Wh Viage, having the Liberty of the Court; and all are 
pleaſed with His graceful Deportment, and undiſ- 
id Converſation. Every one affects his Com- 
| Wh pany, and he has the Fate of Princes, Never to be 
lone. His Skill in Riding and throwing the- Lance, 
has enflam'd the noble Youth with martial Emulati- 
ens. They eſteem Mirammud the moſt accompliſh'd 
Perſon of this Age. | | 
Can't thou now repine- at thy Son's glorious 
Thraldom? A Captivity that loads him with ſo 
many Honours ? That lays his. Conquerors at his 
Feet, and ſubdues all Hearts to his matchleſs Per- 
fections? His Followers find Friendſhip- among 
the Infidels for his Sake: Twere to be wifh'd that 
equal Humanity were ſhew'd to the Chriſtian Slaves 
in Barbary. T tell thee, thy Son is ſo admir'd and 
ov d, that all thy Treaſure cannot redeem him. The 
$3 L 5 Frenclt 


% 


French are generous, and ſcorn to ſell the Brave for 
Gold. They will ſooner give thee thy Son again, 
expecting from his Gratitude a Recompence ſur. 
paſſing the Value of Money; that is, an inviolable 4 
obſerving the Conditions of Peace, which, they fay, | 
thou haſt ſo often broke. Thy Ambaſſadors are ex- 
| 1 here, to conſummate a laſting-. Friendſhip, 
hen that is done, thou wilt quickly ſee thy Son 
return, attended by a numerous Train of Frenc, 
who have vow'd to follow his Fortune through the 
World, ſo long as he draws not his Scymetar againk N 
their King. r 7⁰ 
I have diſpatch'd an Account of this Adventue 
to the Kaimacham, that ſo the ſublime Parte, which 
gives the Law to all the Kings on Earth, may inte- 
reſt itſelf on thy Behalf. The French ſeem to haye 
a profound Attach, to the Ottoman Empire: Whether 
it proceeds not more from Fear, and the Princi 
les of Policy, than from any real Love to the 
Muſulmans, will not determine. They ſpeak re- 
verently of the Grand Signior, covet his Friendſhip, 
and applaud the victorious Enterprizes of the Tru 
. Believers. Indeed they are naturally a martial Peo- 
ple, and honour all Men of brave Spirits and darin 
p Reblutiane They have this particular Reaſon allo 
to bear Friendſhip to the Iuvincill Oſmans, becaule 
we are almoſt continually in Wars with the Houle 
of Auſtria, the old Enemy of France. The German 
are wont to ſay, That the Dragon's Head and Tail 
axe in Conjunction, when the Turts,;and the French 
invade- the Empire at the ſame Time. Thee ar 
number'd amongſt the Caꝝſtellations by Aftrologeri, 
to which the Germans allude in this Prover 3 be⸗ 
ing ever jealous of ſome private Treaty between the 
Lultan and the French Court. : 
G o Dn, who is the Wiſeſt of the. Wiſeſt, inſtru 
thee 10 adjuſt thy Differences happily with thaw 
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ble Nation, that ſo thou may'ſt fes thy Son again in. 

Peace at Sallee. 5 | . 
Paris, 14th of the 2d Moon, 

F the Tear 1666. 


LETTER VIII. 


70 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople... 


TON my Word, thy Letter came in a critical 
Hour, to prevent, for ought I know, more- 
Miſchief than could have been repair'd again all the- 
Days of my Life. I have but juſt taken my Eyes off 
from it, and ſet Pen to Paper, to expreſs my Thanks 
to thee for the Care thou tak'ſt of thy exiPd Brother; 
for the Poſt goes this Night, and I have appointed to 
meet Eliachim the Jew. with ſome Armenians within 
theſe few Minutes. It had been an unfortunate - 
Meeting for me, had not thy Diſpatch come ſo o 
portunely to give me Warning of our Couſin 8% 
man's Perfidy : For theſe Furr'd Caps are his Spies 
and Confidents. The back Blows of Tagot, Nægidber, 
aud the Great Devil be upon him and them. What 
have I done to that ungrateful Villain, to merit ſuch- 
ill Offices from him? But upon thee be the Mercies 
of Gon, the Favours of his Prophet, and the Benedi- 
ctions of all good Men and Angels: For thou art to 
me as one of the Watchers above, more than a Bro- 
ther: Thou art the Tutelar Genius of my Life, my 
good Demon in Time of Danger.” | 
We had deſign'd this Evening for a private Ban- 
et of Wine, which, e e dilates the 
arts of. Mortals, unlocks Secrets, and makes 2 
mot 
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molt reſerv d Man in the World too talkative and, MW 
open. | Darn Tut 
| I keep as great Guard upon my Tongue, per- 
haps, as another; but G o D knows how far I might 
Have been tempted by ſuch good Company, to let 
it looſe for the Sake of Diſcourſe : For theſe Fel. T 


lows-are ſoſt as the Air in their Addreſs. and Con- 
verſation; they appear as innocent as Santones, 
1 fincere as Hadgi's, loyal and courtly as the Pages the! 
= of the Serail. They would wheedle ninety nine of W Kin 


Angus Eyes out of his Head ſucceſlively, beſo W Mar 
he miſſed one. | ON Skilft 


They. came firſt to Paris as Merchants; and no lice. 
doubt but Solyman had given em Inſtructions how ven: 


to inſinuate into Eliachin's Acquaintance, and ſo by ment 
q 5 Degrees into mine. For that honeſt Je trades Wl pears 
with People of all Natjons and Characters. ſo 


However it be, I remember the very Wards which tude 
thou inſerted'ſt in thy Letter, were ſpoken by, me relate 
in Company with theſe Inſidels. But I ſhall. find a Ag 
Way to be even with them, and Solyman too, before Bed f 
n dream of it. loy t. 

n the mean time, I pray heartily, that if ever it fectly 
ſhall be thy Misfortune 9 in the like Peril; De. angry 
ſtiny or Chance, Providence or Fate, may raiſe ſome not cc 
Friend to give thee a Caution, and that thou may'lt ſame 
not, with the unhappy Cæſar, neglect to read it in mean 
time. | 5 
Im now going to encounter theſe Giafers; per- n Ap 
haps I ſhall catch em in their own, Snares. If not, morta 


F'] ſecure they ſhall not catch me. and I 

Dear Pefe/i, may thy Soul repoſe under the Pros When 

tection of Gon, Gage, 

| i | | miſes 1 
4 Paris, 1/f of the 5th Mon, | for M. 
b _ - of the Year 1666. et e 
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To Dgnet Oglou. 


oO whom ſhould T complain in my Adverſity, 

but to my Friend? have been more em- 
baraſs'd within theſe two Moons, than through all 
the former Courſe of my Life. Troubles of divers 
Kinds throng in upon me. I ſeem like a Butt or 


Mark, whergat every Species of- Misfortune, like a 
fe] Anker, diets the fatal Arrows of its Ma- 
lice. J am near over-whelm'd with Calamities. Hea- 
ven and Earth are ſet againſt me, and all the Ele- 
ments conſpire my Ruin. Yet no Perſecution ap- 
pears ſo terrible as that of Men, nor any Affliction 
ſo poignant as that which proceeds from the Ingrati- 
tude and Perfidy of my own Countrymen, Perſons 
related to me by Blood. | 
Age and much - Sickneſs have confin'd me to my 
Bed for a conſiderable Time, which is no ſmall Al- 
loy to human Happineſs. But to render me per- 
tetly miſerable, the Miniſters of the Porte are 
angry with me for being old and infirm, and for 
not continuing to ſerve the Grand Signior with the 
lame Vigor and Strength as formerly: Elſe what 
mean the frequent Reproaches they ſend me, whilſt 
I am not in a Condition to anſwer them, or make 
an Apology for my ſelf? Would they have me im- 
mortal, and Proof againſt the Strokes of Deſtiny- 
and Death, which thou know'ſt are unavoidable ?: 
When I was in my Prime, healthy and ſtrong as an 
nice, they encouraged me with the faireſt Pro- 
miſes in the World, telling me I ſhould never want 
fer Money, or the Protection of the Grand Signior. 
Yet even then I receiv'd not my Penſion without 
Murmurs and obſcure Menaces. So hard a Thing 
* it for Courtiers to be touch'd with any Man's 
| | Neceſb>. 


230 Letters urit ly Vol. VI 


Neceſſities. But now they threaten plainly to ſtop 
all farther 5 unleſs I will grow young 
again, and do Buſineſs as briskly as when I'd num- 
ber'd but thirty Summers. se they ſerve poor 
Mabnut, as we uſe Oranges and Lemons, whoſe 
vital Spirit when we have-ſuck'd out, we throw the 
reſt away as r Let not one of them will 
eontribute in the leaſt to my Recovery. Only the 
generous Cara Hali, our beloved Friend, hearing 
of my Malady, ſent me a ſtrange chymica Liquor, 
with the celebrated Cogſiction E] Razr, ſame Betoar, 
and the moſt precious Balm of Gilead; all: prepar'd 
to my Hang, with Directions, and ſeal'd with an 
authentick Signet. . 
Theſe indeed had a marvellous Operation on me: 
I tried them but Yeſterday, and find my ſelf ſud- 
denly reſtor d to ſame Degrees of Health, as by a 
Miracle. Whether it be the vaſt Eſteem I have for 
that excellent Phyſician, with the Confidence I re- 
ſe in his Skill and. Judgment, has had ſome In- 
"Huence-on, me, or what ele I know not; (yet we 
uſe to obſerve, that the Patient's good Opinion of 
his Phyſician is half a Cure; ). However, theſe ſo- 
vereign. Medicines have inſpired me with a new 
— 1th And had. I not other Afflictions to. break 
my Heart, I could almoſt promiſe my. ſelf to reach 
the Age of Neffor. But my unfortunate Stars will 
have it atherwiſe, and I am reſign'd to Deſtiny. 
Thou knaw'ſt my Couſin Slyman the Turbant-- 
Maker, and art no Stranger to his Humours and. 
Fortune; what an unſettled Man he has been in 
the whole Courſe of his Life; that no Employ-- 
ment could ever pleaſe him, nor he be long fix d 
in any Place. How he has rambled from Conftan-- 
tinople to Scutari, from thence to Chalcedon, &c- 
always murmuring againſt Heaven, and complain- 
ing of his hard Fate, in that he was not bred 4 
Courtier, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thing ro 
a What 
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what he really is. Thou art acquainted, alſo, with 
ſome of his religious Caprices, how he is addict- 
ed to doing the Book, making the tripple Knot, 
and to 2 thouſand, other faglith Superſtitions; by 
which, whilſt he: aſpires at the Character of a Sage, 
or a cunning Man, he renders himſelf more con- 
temptible than an Idiot; forfeiting the Eſteem of 
all wiſe. and good Men, for the Sake of a little 
Fame and noiſy. Character among the empty giddy. 
Multitude. C 
But after all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger 
to his ſecret Malice, and the Rancour with which 
he perſecuted me, his poor exil'd Uncle. I my 
felf was deceiv'd. by the ſubtle Apology he made 
ſome Years ago, for the Slanders his Tongue had 
utter d; when he transferr'd all the Guilt of that In- 
jury on Sapim, I bam, the Black Eunuch, and 
Ichingi Cap Oglani, Maſter of the Pages. But now 
I'm convinc'd he is a, Traytor, a Villain, and a Fel- 
low void of Faith and Honeſty. 

I receiv'd a Letter from him within theſe ſeven. 
Days, full of tender and infinuating Expreſſions, 
thanking me for. all the- good Offices I had done- 
him, and for my ſeaſonable Counſel in ſeyeral Caſes : 
Profe alſo at the fame time an inviolable- 
Friendſhip, and that he would make it his Study- 
to do me ſome effectual Service. Yet the next 
Poſt brought-me a Diſpatch from my Brother Pe- 
Heli Hali, wherein he bids me beware of Solyman; 
aſſuring me, that he had good Reaſon to ſuſpedt 
that Couſin. of mine had ſome ill Deſign upon 
me. This is certain, ſays my Brother, Sciyman 
boaſts to his Familiars, not without ſome Inſult, 
that there is not a Word or Action eſcapes his 
Uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he is ſoon inform'd of 
it at Conſtantinople. And that which confirms me. 
in the ſame Jealouſy that Peſteli, is, That he inſerts. 
in his Letter to me, ſome. Paſſages and * 
erba⸗ 


* 
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Verbatim, which I muſt needs own to have been be- 
tween me and Lliachim the Few, with two or three 
Armenian Merchants, in our moſt private Meetings 
at Eliachin's Houſe or my Chamber. Theſe he 
tearnt from ſome of Solynan's moſt intimate Com- 
panions. 3 11 5 
What can I make of all this, but that theſe 4r- 
menians are of Selyman's Council, his Privado's, his 
Chronee's, &c. whom, having Buſineſs of their own 
at Paris, that, perfidious Wretch has engaged to pry 
into my Secrets, to give him a conſtant Account of 
what Diſcoveries they make, and if poſſible to tre- 

n me into ſome irrecoverable Error in my Con- 

uct, that ſo. he may finally ruin m. | 
O Mahomet ! What is become of the Reverence 
due to thy ſacred Name, to thy Law, and to the 
Book penn'd in Heaven? Where is the Muſſulman 
Faith and Integrity? The religious  Faſtneſs of 
Friendſhip, with which our Fathers propp'd up one 
another in the Service of God and the Empire of Tru: 
Believers ? But there is na need of exclaiming againſt 
Faith and Piety on this Account; Human Nature it 
felf is reſponſible for the Baſeneſs and Ingratitude of 
my Kinſman. He no longer deſerves the Character 
of a Man. I adviſe thee to ſhun his Company as a 
Peſt, a walking Contagion among Mortals. | 
In a. word, dear Dgnet, let not thou and I ſuffer 
our ſelves to be carried away by a vain Pity or Ten- 
derneſs for any Man, tho” he be the Son of a Mo- 
ther's Siſter, ſince there is no Truſt in Fleſh and 
Blood: But let us learn the Maxims of French Wi/- 
dom, which teach Men to lay the Foundation of their 
on Happineſs, in ſmiling at the Misfortunes of 
others. | 


| Paris, 14th of the 61h Moon, 
of the Year 1666. * 


L E T. 


\ 
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LETTER X. 


20 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secres 
tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Eſides the general Characters of Countries and 


the People inhabiting there, it is neceſſary for 
thee to be informed of particular Emergencies, and 
ſuch Events as deſerye a Place in the Eternal Re- 
cards of the Ottoman Monarchy, the Fifth and Laſt in 


the World. That ſo the Miniſters of the Auguſt _- 


Divan, the deftin'd Arbitrators of the Univerſe, 
Judges of all Human Affairs, and Counſellors of the 
Great Sultan, may in the ſacred Code, as in a Mir- 
ror, behold whatever happens in the diſtant C/imates 
worthy of Remark. . 

After the Salutations, therefore, proceeding from 
r Humility, entire Reſpect, and perfect 

riendſhip, know that a devouring Peſtilence has 
lately made a fatal Decimation in the Eng/iſh Terri- 
tories, eſpecially in London, the Capital City of that 
1 where above a Hundred thouſand Souls, 


uck with [Invincible Darts from God, went off 


the Stage of Human Life, in leſs than Six Moons 
Revolution. 


The dire Contagion, by Degrees ſpread farther | 


through the adjacent Provinces, and reach'd the 
moſt remote and ſolitary Corners of the Land: 
Death ſet his Standard up, proclaiming open War 
againſt the Inhabitants ; with flying Troops of 
Mortal Plagues, he ravag'd over the Iſle, filling all 


Parts with doleful Cries. and Lamentations : The 


Cemeteries were not large enough to hold the Car- 
caſſes of ſuch as fell before the dreadful Congueror : 
But open Fields were turn'd to Sepulchres, and 

. cramm'd 


— 


' 
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cramm'd with Spoils of Human Race : An univer. 
ſal Deſolation reign'd: Death celebrated cruel Tri. 
umphs every where. ' p 

uch as pretend to 4/rology and hidden Sciences, 
will have this to. be an Effect of the late Comet 
which appear'd at the End of the Year, 1664. whilſt 
others attribute it to nearer Natural Cauſes; and 
ſome conclude it is a Judgment ſent from Heaven 


on that Rebellious People, who a few Years before 


had involv'd the Nation in a Civil War, and barba- 
rouſly. maſſacred the King. God only knows the 
Truth that is conceal'd from Man. | 

Thou may'ſ regiſter alſo, That the Dueen-Mother 
oe France is newly dead, and the Crook-back'd 

rince of Conti. On which Account, this Court is 
now in Mourning, and the Churches hung with 
Black, whilſt melancholy Bells perpetually invite 
the Living to pray for the deceaſed Royal Souls; 
and deep-baſs'd Organ-Pipes breathe our inceſſant 


Adaoleful Aſpirations, ſounding like inarticulate 


Prayers, and funeral Sighs for the arted. In 
this the Nazarenes approach near to the Faith of 
True Believers. They give Alms alſo, as we do, 
and ſettle Stipends on certain Prieſts and Derviches 
to mumble over daily Maſſes for the Dead; which 
is an evident Sign, that they have Hopes. of Im- 
mortality, and look for the RefurreRion. Doubt- 
leſs, there's ſomething Good at the Bottom of all 
Religions, tho? it be over-laid with Errors and Cor- 
- Tuptions. SEO 

God direct us through the Meanders, which Hu- 
man Frailty involves us in; and grant every Mu, 
 fulman a particular Chart and Compaſs, whereby to 


ſteer his Courſe through the uncertain Tracts of 


ortal Life; that he may at laſt arrive in Paradiſe. 


- Rules. 


— * 


For we ſhall never find the Way thither by General 


"BESFPSRE AS ERR Sgr. 7 


- | | ; ; I 


r 


* 
* 
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- Muftrious Hamer, I pray that thou and I may at 
a' deſtin'd Hour encounter one another in the 


Walks of Eden, there to converſe under immortal 


Shades near to ſome warbling Stream of matchleſs 
Wine or Water; to revolve our paſt Fatigues on 
Earth, and to careſs our ſelves in the Security of 
endleſs Bliſs. 


Paris, 15th of the 715 Moon, þ 
F theNear 1666. | 


yy” CES 
* 


LETTER XI. 
20 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at 
Vienna. 


Hou and thy feigned M2325 be damn'd  toge- 
1 ther for Company? Muſt I be baulk'd of my 
Money for the Sake of your new S»per/tition ? How 
many Meſſias's have ye had, Twenty Five at leaſt, 
beſides the Son of Mary, who is acknowledg'd and 
bleſs'd for ever? Mult all the World be bubbled to 
Eternity by the Fables of your Nation ? Curſe upon 
your Rabbies and Cochams, thoſe Pimps to the more 
religious Debaucheries of Mortals. Nathan, I took 
thee for another Manner of Man. However, if thou 
art a ſworn Servant to Sabbati - Sevi the new Sham- 
King of the Jets, I have nothing to fay to it: Do 
as thou wilt. But, I dare be a Prophet ſo far as to 
tell thee, thou wilt be curſedly left in the Lurch, 
with the reſt of the Fools, thy bigotted Brethren. 
Let what will be, it behoves thee as an honeſt Man 
to tranſmit the Bills that are entruſted to thee. 
Whether Sabbati Sevi, Ben Joſeph, or Ben David be 


the Name of your expected Mzfjas, I would nat 


have 
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have Ben Saddi degenerate. Continue thou Faith- 
ful, and the Few others that are entruſted with the 


Sublime Afﬀairs : and let all the reſt of the Common 


Jews go to Gebenna, or to the Yale of Tophet, which 
ou pleaſe. © But I would fain have thee in the Num- 
her of the Righteous, who ſhall poſſeſs Paradiſe. 
ome of thy Letters have encourag'd me to hope 
for this, but thy laſt makes me almoſt deſpair of 
ſeeing thee happy either in This World or the Next : 
For; thou writelt like one in a Frenzy, raving on 
Chimera's of ſtrange Honour, Glory, and Power, 
which thou ſhalt ſhortly enjoy in the Kingdom of 
thy fantaſtick Meſias; thou art already a Prince 
in thy own Conceit. HE | 
For God'sfake, Nathan, wean thy ſelf from theſe 
religious Fondneſſes: Awaken thy Reaſon, which 
is the diſtinguiſhing Character of a Man. Examine 
the Grounds of this new Delufion ; ſearch into the 
Birth and Origin of Sabbati Sevi, and thou wilt find 
him to deſcend of an obſcure and baſe Parentage ; 
his Father being but a Kind of mungrel Jem, and 
by Profeſſion an Uſurer, which is forbid by the 
written Law of Moſes, and in the Great Alcoran it 
is accounted Execrable : His Mother a Woman of 
the Curds, ſuſpected for a Witch, in regard mot 
of that Infidel Nation practiſe Magick Arts, and 
Diabolical Charms. And ?tis not altogether impro- 
bable, that your counterfeit Meſſfas was educated 
privately by her in the fame Studies, whence he 
learn'd the Methods of Enchantments and Illuſions, 
to deceive the Senſes, and impoſe on the Reaſon of 
Mankind. . + NE. Ix: £157 2 
I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more 
Eyes on him and his Actions, than he is aware of; 
and I my ſelf at this Diſtance have receiv'd à par- 
ticular Relation of his Life, from ſuch as knew him 
a Youth at Smyrna, the Place of his Nativity. He 


_ Isaccys'd of many Vices and Extravagances W 


his early Vears. His Converſation was wild and diſ- 
ſolute, being a noted Inamorato or Stallion over all 
that City. For which, and ſome other Crimes, he 
was expell'd the Synagogue; and baniſh'd from Smyr- 
na, by the mutual Conſent of the Maulman Cadt, 
and your own Rulers. He was alſo excommunicated 
by the Rabbi's as a Heretick, for broaching certain 
Doctrines repugnant to your Law, and the general 
Faith of the Fezs. All which cannot but be prevail- 
ing Recommendations of him to the Office of M 
fias or King of 1/rael. F 14 
From thence he rambled up and down the Morea 
and other Provinces of Greece, leaving a Memorial 
of Infamy, wherever he ſet his Foot; continually 
marrying and divorcing of Wives, debauching of 
Virgins, and frequenting the Company of Harlots, 
till thoſe Countries grew weary of him, and threat- 
ned to chaſtiſe his Wickedneſs. Then he paſs'd 
over into Syria and Paleſtine, beginning to ſet up 
for a Reformer of your Law, and at Feruſalem open- 
ly profeſſing himſelf to be a Meflias ; whereby he 
drew a Rabble of Lunaticks and frantick People after 
him. But as for the Seniors and Governors, they 
have rejected him as an Impoſtor. 

Conſider, Nathan, the Fate that befel Ben Cochab, 
as he call'd himfelf, that is, the Son of a Star, who 
pretended to be the Meflias in the Days of Adrian, 
Emperor of the Romans; reflect on the Calamities 
which overwhelm'd him and his Followers, to the 
Number of Four Hundred Thouſand Feros 3 who 
all fell with their Falſe Prophet, Sacrifices to the juſt © 
Revenge and Fury of that incens'd Monarch : For 
they had impudently boaſted, that by ſuch a prefix'd 
Time, he ſhould be taken Captive and depos'd 
from his Throne by the Meſſias, who ſhould ome: 
the Imperial Dignity, and all the World ſhould 
obey him. But when thoſe who ſurviv'd the 
Slaughter of their Brethren, reflected on the Au- 

n thor 
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thor of ſo tragical a Cataftrophe,' they changd 
Name in Contempt and Hatred, 5 88 * 
longer Ben Cac hab, the Son of a Star, but Bar Cuzibe, 
the Son ofa Lye, à Falſe Prophet, and Seducer of 
the Brethren. 10.91 } it | 
1 Thou haſt all the Reaſon in the World, to have no 
| better Opinion of Sabbati Seri, fince he is rejected 
| by the wiſer Sort of Fes, and has not performd 
one Miracle in Confitmation of his pretended Meſ- 
ip. Neither has „AA or preternatu- 
ral Appearance happer'd before or ſince he aſſum'd 
this Dignity.. Whereas all your Rabbies teach, that 
mo leſs than Ton Eminent and Remarkable Prodi- 
gies ſhall 2 the Coming of your Meſſias. And 
remember thou thy ſelf about Ten Years ago. 
| ſenteſt me a Letter much to the ſame Effect, telling 
= me, that certain monſtrous Sorts of Men ſhould 
come from the Ends of the Earth, whoſe Eyes ſhall 
be as venomous asBaſ/ishs, with a great many other 

Stories of like Nature. | 

| .  Haſtthou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou ſo far 
| infatuated with the bold Impoſtures of this impu- 
dent Deceiver, as for his Sake, to deny thy former 
Faith, reverſe thy own Sentiments, and diſannul 
the Traditions of thy Doctors? For Shame rouze 
up. thy intellectual Faculties, and ſuffer not thy 
poten to be lull'd aſleep by the preſtigious Um- 
ges and Charms of -a lewd Vagrant, a Wizard, A 
_ Have but Patience, at leaſt, till thou ſee thoſe 
Signs accompliſh'd which are to uſher in your Meſ- 
ſias, before thou give up thy ſelf to ſo dangerous 4 
Credulity. Let the Sun firſt emit thoſe peſiilential 
Vapours, which ſhall kill a Million of the Koprin, 
or In f deli, every Day, as your Traditions threaten. 
Let that Luminary be alſo totally eclips'd for the 
Space of Thirty Days. In a word, let all the 
other Prodigies come to paſs, which thou thy if 
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didſt once ſo paſſionately believe: And then I pro- 
miſe thee, on the Word of a Maſſulman, that I will 
be thy Proſelyte, and embrace thy Law, and adore 

7 Meſlas; on Condition, that otherwiſe thou 
wilt be my Convert, believe the Alcoran, and obey.. 
the Meſſenger of God, the Laft and Seal of the 
Prophets. De | 


Paris, 11th of the gib Man, 
of the Year 1666. | 


LETTER XI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Am afraid the Divan will be oblig'd to ſend a- 

nother Agent to Vienna, to ſupply the Place of 
Nathan Ben Saddi, who is running mad after the new 
Meſſias of the Teo. There is no doubt but thou and 
the other Happy Miniſters, reſiding at the auguſi Porte 
have heard of a certain Impoſtor at Smyrna, by Name 
Sabbati Sevi, of Hebrew Race, who calls himſelf the 
Only begotten Son of God, r. and Redeemer of 
Iſrael; and what Multitudes of doting credulous Fews 
he draws after him. So that there is a Schi/z broke 
out between them, and they are divided into Two 
contrary Factions, both in Smyrna, and all over the 
Levant. It is impoſſible that theſe Things ſhould be 
concealed from the Ræſplendent Seat of Fame, ſince 
they have reach'd even our Ears who dwell at this 
Diſtance : Nay, there is hardly a Province or City in 
all the Weß, which has not receiv'd Intelligence of 
ſo remarkable a Novelty. | | 
I have receiv'd a Dibvatch from Zeidi Almanzi at 
Penice, wherein he informs me, that all the Jes of 
Hal are preparing to viſit the Holy Land, and to = 

2 


1 
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the Face of their long expected Meſſias, who they 
wr believe is really come on Earth, and is that 

abbati Sevi, at Smyrna. They are ſettling their 
Affairs as faſt as they can, acquitting themſelves from 
all worldly Engagements; and thoſe who are devout, 
give themſelves up to Prayer and Mortifications; 
whilſt others ſpend their Time in Feaſting, Dancing, 
and all Manner of Mirth. He ſays, ſome of them 
will fit or ſtand up to the Noſe in Water, for Four 
and Twenty Hours together. And this they do in 
Imitation of Adam's Penance, according to their 


TFaditien: For they are taught, that the Fir/t Father 


of Mortals after he was baniſh'd from Parad iſe, as a 

Puniſhment for his Sin, ſtood a Hundred and Thir- 

| an together in Water thus reaching to his No- 
" Ns 


Others of theſe ſuperſtitious People, will fit naked 
many Hours together on a Heap of Pi/mires, till 
they're almoſt ſtung to Death. A third Sort di 
their own Graves, and going down into them, caule 
themſelves to be covered all over with Earth, except 
only their Faces ; and in this Condition they will lie 
till they are almoſt famiſh'd. | 
In the mean while, they ſend circular Letters 
from all Parts, congratulating each others approach- 
ing Happineſs and Deliverance from the Oppreſſion 
of the Gentiles: For ſo they term all that are not of 
their own Nation, And in theſe mutual Addreſſes, 
they fail not to propheſy, That their Meſſias ſhall in 
ſuch a Moon, go to the Great Tyrant, King of the 1/- 
 maelites, and Lord of all the Children of Moab and 
Edom; ( ſo they blaſpheme our glorious Sultan. 
That he ſhall depoſe him from his Throne, and lead 
him away Captive ; after which he ſhall have the Do- 
minions of the whole Earth laid at his Feet. 

With ſuch Kind of wild Stuff, do theſe deluded 
People flatter one another and themſelves, as if in 


alittle time they were to be Lord. of all Things. Pa 


\ 
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that no Trading or Commerce goes forward among 


them; an univerſal Stop is put to all Buſineſs, 'it ' 


being eſteem'd an inexpiable Sin, to follow their 
Trades in the Days of the Mæſſias, who is to enrich 
them with the Wealth of all Nations. 

Strange Rumors are ſpread abroad of the Re- 
turn of the Ten Tribes over the River Sabbation, who 
were carried away Captiyes by Salmanaſſar King of 

Jria, and never were heard of ſince, till they now 
diſcourſe of their gn in the De/art of 
Mount Sinai, in their March to the Holy Land. Tis 
reported alſo, that a mighty Fleet of Ships were ſeen 
at Sea, whoſe Sails were of Sattin, and their Stream- 
ers bore the Figure ofa Lion, with this Inſcription, 
The Lion of the Tribe of Jadah. ' 

The Chriſtians ſeem aſtoniſh'd at theſe Things, yet 
ſome look on em only as Dreams. As for honeſt 
Eliachim here, he is no more mov'dat theſe. Things 
than I; only he laughs at the F olly of the credulous 
World, and curſes the ers for bringing, ſuch Con- 


tempt on themſelves and their Poſterity. But Nathar 


is like one Hag-ridden, or defi d by the Lamiz of the 
Night. He has loſt all Reaſon, and *twill be no leſs 
than a Miracle that muſt reſtore it again. 

Sage Miniſter, whilſt theſe execrable People thus 
loſe themſelves for the Sake of their priory, os Me 
fiat, let us continue to honour the 7true : 

Jeſus the Son of Mary, who is now in Paradiſe, and 
our holy Prophet with him. 


Paris, 1/f of the 9th Maos 
of the Year 1666. A 


M NES LE Tz 


even 
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LETTER XIII. t 
2 Murat Baſſa, - n 
HIS has been a conſiderable Year of Aftions * 


| and Events: At the Beginning of it, I ſent dex 
to the Porte.an Account. of the h of the Pueen- hos 
Mather of France, and of the Prince of Conti; now I Th 
will farther inform thee of a Var that is broke out me: 
between this Crown and that of EAgland. The Oc. bis 
caſion of it was this: The Eng/if and the Hollander. 7 
trafficking in America, had had ſome Miſunderſtand- Inf. 
ings and Feuds about the Limits of their ſever 15 
Conqueſts in thoſe remote Parts of the World. can 
"The Hollanders being the ſtrongeſt, did many Inju- Con, 
ries to their Neighbours the Exg/i/b, and domineer'd Wl cran 
over them as their Lords. The Engliſb reſenting this J, 
very heinouſly, and grown weary of their Oppreſ. Wl cc 1 
Hons, ſent Complaints to their King. He to re. mean 
dreſs his Subjects, order'd his Reſident at the Hague Wl Ron, 
to demand Satisfaction of the States. They refuſed WW And 
to him that Juſtice; upon which, he was reſolved Wl fuſe + 
to have Recourſe to his Arms, and accordingly pro- 
claim'd War againſt Holland, making all nece ro 
P tions to carry it on. The ſame did his Ad- 
verſaries. The French King in the mean time was 


obli d a Treaty with the Hallanders concluded ¶ do no 
in 5 ear 1662, to eſpouſe their Quarrels; yet Th 
that he might not break with England raſhly, he Free, 
firſt ſent an Ambaſſador to that Court to medute 3 N Subje. 
Peace. But that proving ineffectual, he proclaimd WecRab1j 
Mar againſt that Nation, and commanded the EA. Many 


fiſh Ambaſſador to depart his Kingdom. The Duke 
of Beaufort, who is Admiral at Sea, was order'd to 


ip 2 gallant Fleet, and join the Dutch Navy; 
Sigh be perform'd with al imaginable Diligns 
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ind Expedition. There have been two Combats 
between theſe Enemies at Sea, and in both the Dutch 
had the worſt of it: Neither did the French eſcape 
without ſome Loſs, having two of their teſt 
Ships ſeverely ſhatter'd, and a third taken by the 
Engliſh. | | 
1 Plague ſtill rages in England, and has almoſt 
depopulated whole Provinces. Whilſt a milder Death - 
has robb'd France of one of her greateſt Heroes: 
The Count 4 Harcourt, of whom I have often made 
mention, is gone to celebrate the Triumphs due to 
his Valour and Fortune in another World. 
The 1 of Germany has at laſt married the 
Infanta of Spain, after abundance of Demurs and 
eſitations about that Buſineſs. Theſe Nazarenes 
can do nothing with Expedition. The ſpiritual 
Courts, as they call them, have more Tricks and 
cramp Words to amuſe People with, than an Indian 
Mountebank or Fuggler. Neither are ſovereign Prin- 
ces more exempt from their Juriſdiction, than the 
meaneſt of their Subjects: Eſpecially the Caurt of 
Rome can make or annul Marriages at Pleaſure. 
And they are ſure to be excommunicated who re- 
fuſe to ſubmit to their Orders. This Holy Court can 
alſo bind or releaſe Sins, open or ſhut the Gates of 
Paradiſe, make a Devil a Saint, or a Saint a Devil. 
In a word, they can do every thing if there be 
Gold in the Caſe. But if that be wanting, they can 
do nothing but ſhrug their Shoulders. N 
Thou may'ſt alſo inform the Divan, that the 
French King has given Permiſſion to ſome of his 
Subjects, to undertake a Conqueſt in America, and 
Oo * enge in that 4 4 of the World. 
lany Veſſels are equipped in order to this Expe- 
dition, and they chat E in the 8 
are as merry as Jaſon and his Argonauts, when they 
were preparing to fetch the Golden Fleece from 
Colchos, That Weſtern Continent affords immenſe _ 
M 2 - Riches, 


\ 
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Riches, and tempts all the Nations in Europe to make 
an Experiment of their Fortune, in gai ing one 
Part of it or other. Twere to be will'd it lay near- 
er to the Ottoman Empire. No Record can diſcover 
the Origin of the Inhabitants. Yet moſt Authir; 
conjecture, that they paſs'd over from the Nor7th- 
Eaſt Parts of Afa, where the Streights of Arian are 
very narrow, and would invite Sea-faring Men to 
ſeek new Adventures. Beſides, by their being Ca- 
nibals, it appears very probable, That either they 
deſcended from the Tartars, or the Tartars from 
them. Go p alone knows how to adjuſt the Diffe- 
rences, and reveal the Secrets of Hiftory. 

Brave Baſa, Tis no Matter from what Stock we 
are deſcended, fo long as we have Vertue; for that 
alone is the only true Nobility. Go p regale thee 
with his Favours. 


Paris, 3oth of the. 9th Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. 


\ 


, 
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LETTER XIV. 


2 Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Cuſtoms, and Superintendant of the Ar- 
ſenal at Conſtantinople. 


HEN I hear of thy Profperity, my Heart 
is alltel like his <A bes Found ” hidden 
Wealth. Yet I am ſorry for the Diſgrace of the 
good Old Man, thy Predeceſſor : But we muſt not 
cenſure the Conduct of our Superiors. 'The Juſtice 
of their Actions is not to be call'd in Queſtion. 
The Sultan cannot err. This is an eſtabliſh'd Max- 
im in all Monarchies, eſpecially in that of the re- 
nowned Oſmans. | 

As for what relates fo thee in this new Ad- 
vance thou halt made; thy own Experience ac- 
__ by many Years Travel and Obſervation in 
oreign Countries, added to the Knowledge thou 
halt in the Laws, Diſcipline, and - Cuſtoms of thy 
own, will be a ſufficient Guide to conduct thee 
in the Management of thy Buſineſs. Vet de- 
ſpiſe not the Counſel of others. A Man is never 
nearer to Ruin, than when he truſts too much 
to his own Wiſdom. Therefore the greateſt Em- 
perors undertake nothing of Moment raſhly or 
without Advice. Temerity often blaſts the faireſt 
Deſigns. 

It will be of particular Import to thee, to hear 
of a tragical Event that has lately happen'd "ta 
Rezan, a great City in Ruſſia, by the Blowing-up _ 
of the Magazine. This Gunpowder does more 
Miſchief than Good in the World. The An- 
cients fought as ſucceſsfully with Bows and Ar- 
rows, Swords and Spears, other Inſtruments of 
„ ; War 


_— 
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War, without running the Hazard of blowing up 
whole Cities into the Air in Time of Peace. And 
they could undermine the ſtrongeſt Caſtles, even 
thoſe ſituated on Rocks, without the Help of this 
Infernal Duſt. Nature taught em to be induſtrious 
in defeating their Enemies, and they ſpared no La- 
bour to gain the Victory. Our Fore-fathers were 
hardy and ſtrong, patient of Toils and Fatigues: 
They cut their Way into Mountains of Stone, if any 
Place of Strength were built on it, which they had 
. Occaſion to beſiege. And as they hew'd away that 
Part of the Rock which ſupported the Walls, they 
underpropp'd the Foundation with wooden Pillars: 
And when they had finiſh'd their Mines, they et 
Fire to certain combuſtible Matter, which conſuming 
theſe Supports, the Walls and Gates that reſted on 
them funk down and left the Fortreſs naked and 
open to the Beſiegers. . | 
It had been well for the Inhabitants of Reza 
if their City had been only thus gently diſmantled, 
by ſome Enemy againſt whom they might have at- 


terwards employ'd their Courage to defend them-. 


ſelves, or make Compoſition. But, poor unfortu- 
nate People, they have felt a ruder Shock, an un- 
merciful Blow of Fate, their City being in a Mi- 
nute's Time, without the leaſt Warning, ſtormed, 
plund and laid in Heaps, by an Enemy which 
gives no Quarter. | 

This Accident happen'd on the 155 of the lil 
Moon, about the Hour of U/anamifS. © There were 
five hundred Barrels of Powder in the Magazine; 
and the Force of the Blow was ſo violent, that 
| befides the Deſtruction of the City, or at lealt 
the beſt Part of it, all the neighbouring Villages 
round about it felt its fatal Effects, ſome of their 
5 e ſhaking as in an Earthquake, others falling te 
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Aſſuredly, Heaven is angry with theſe-Infidels; 


and turns the very Inſtruments of their Defence 


and Safety into Scourges for their Chaſtiſement: 
I formerly ſent Saleb the Superintendant an Ac. 
count of the like Misfortune that befel the City of 
Gravelines in Flanders, and of other terrible Effects 
of the Wrath of Heaven in the Low Countries. One 
Diſaſter follows cloſe on the Back of arother ; * 
yet the Infidels are inſenſible and ſtupid, as they 
were in the Days of Noah, when the Flood. 
came and. ſurprized all the Inhabitants of the 
Country. That Prophet gave em warning of the 
approaching Danger. He was three whole Years- 
in cutting down Indian Plant-Trees, and preparing 
Planks, s, Pins, and other Neceſſaries, and ſe» 
ven Years more in Building that wonderful Ship. 
The Infidels went by daily, and ſaw him at Work; 
but oy derided. the patient Apoſtle, and taught 
their Children to mock him; ſaying, Where is the 
Water this Ship is to ſail in? After the Ark was fin 
niſh'd, it lay on the Ground ſeven Moons, till they 
had thrice ſacrificed: ſome- of. Noah's Followers to 
their Idols. 8 ; | 


It was perſected in the Moon of Rajeb, and in the 


Moon of Saphar was the Decree of the Chaſtiſement 
ſign'd, which was to be executed on all of mortal 


Race, fave Noah and the Fourſcore that were with 
him, with the two Pairs of every Species, which 
the Four Winds, by God's Appointment, collected 
together, and drove into the Art, and the Body of 
Adam, which was enſhrin'd and brought to Noah 


by Angels out of the Region of Mecca. There was 


allo Philemon the Good Prieſt of Egypt, with his 
whole Family. RY 

Juſt as the determin'd Day and Hour of the 
Haod was come, the Prince of the Country, ſtimu- 
lated by his evil Deſtiny, mounted his Horſe with 
ſome of his Retinue ; and having ſacrificed to 
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their Idols, rode toward the Place where Noah and 
his Company were ſhut up in the Art, with a De- 
ſign to burn it to Aſhes. He call'd out aloud to the 
Prophet, with Scoffs, ſaying, O Noah, where is the 
Water in which this Ship is to ſail? It will be with 
you incontinently, replied the holy Man, before you 
ran remove your Station. Come x Mn than. Dotard, 
© faid the proud Infidel, otherwiſe I will burn thee and 
thy Companions with Fire. O miſerable Man, ſaid 
Noah, turn to Go d, for his Fudgments are ready to 
, burſt forth on you. * 

The Prince incenſed at this, commanded his 
Slaves to put Fire eo the Art. But while he was yet 
ſpeaking, he manifeſtly ſaw the Water guſhing out 
on all Hands round about him, and under his Feet. 

hen his Heart was troubled, and full of Anguiſh 
and Fear. He haſted to ſecure himſelf with his Fa- 
mily and Goods, in the Caftles which he had built 
on the higheſt Mountains. But alas! the Earth 
open'd, and broke like a Spider's Web; ſo violent 
was the Force of the Waters which boiled up eve- 
ry where. The Clouds pour'd down vaſt Cataracts 
of Rain, mix'd with dreadful and inſupportable 
Thunder and Lightning. The miſerable nfdels 
throng'd upon one another, curſing and blaſphe- 
ming their Gods whohad deluded em. Great was the 
Confuſion and Cry every where; for ſuch a Calami- 
ty had never been known fince the Moon gave her 
Light. If any were ſo nimble as to reach the Foot 
of a Mountain, yet he could not aſcend by reaſon 
of Stones which fell on his Head, and Torrents of 
boiling Water that ran down upon him, as if it had 
come out of a Cauldron. And ſuppoſe he had 
reach'd the Top, it had been but a ſhort Delay of 
his Fate; for, in a word, the Waters ſwell'd forty 
Cubits above the higheſt Mountains, and all the li- 
ving Generations periſh'd. | 
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Son of my Mother, when thou readeſſ this Me- 
noir (for it is a Fragment of an antient Arabick 
Writing) think on the Day of Judgment, which 
ſhall ſurprize the World, even as the Deluge did. 
At that Hour, the greateſt Part of Men will not 
dream of any ſuch Thing, till they fee Flames and 


Rivers of Fire burſting forth from the Springs and 


Fountains which before yielded Water, and Show- 
ers of Fire deſcending from Heaven, inſtead of Rain. 
For the Elements will change their Courſes, to ac- 
2 the Decrees of him who made them, and to 
conſu 


mmate the Revenge of the Onni potent againit 


 Unbelievers. 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, 
of the Near 1666. 


LETTER XV. 
To Uſeph, Baſſa. 


Urely, the Gods of the Engliſh are angry with 
that People, and the Guardian Spirits of the Ne 
have forſook their Charge. I ſent a Diſpatch at the 
1 of this Year to Murat, Baſa; wherein I 
mform'd him of a deſtructive Plague, raging at 
London, and in other Parts of the Nation. That 
Peſtilence continues ſtill, but under different Forms, 
to aſſault the Living, and augment the Number of 
the Dead. 
Gop only knows the Origin of theſe Epidemi- 
cal Contagions; whether they derive their Pedi- 
gree from Heaven or Hell; from the Earth, or 
any other Element. Perhaps ſome latent Poiſons 
in the Air, mix with the Breath of Mortals, and, 
by their ſubtile Energy, . diſipate the vital 
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Flame of human Bodies, like the infectious Blaſts of 
the Wind E/-Samie/ in Arabia, which in a Mo- 
ment's Time commits a Rape upon the Lives of Tra. 


vellers, ſcorching their Spirits up, and leaving on 
the Sands a black ſtiff Carcaſs of jelly'd Fleſh, as 
tho they had been Thunder-ſtruck. Or, perhaps 
ſome venomous Exhalations from the Minerals be- 
low, tranſpire through Chinks and Crannies in the 

Earth, to plunder 7 overs of their Breath, like to 
the fatal Vapours in the Cave of Death, not far 
from Virgil's Grot in Italy. Or, who can tell, 
but that ſome hidden Meteors above, or ſome ma- 

lignant Stars may ſend down whole Battalions of 
empoiſon'd Atoms, to invade this Region of Mor- 
tality; and in Death's Name, King of the Vorli 
Invincible, to claim and carry away a certain 
Number of Ghofts, prick'd down by "Defdiny, a 


Tribute ſet by Fate? However it be, that whole 


and may well be call'd, at this time, the Grand 
nfirmary of Europe, where baneful Sickneſs makes 
its publick Refidence. The timorous Giafers run 
from Place to Place, thinking to - eſcape from 
Heaven's all-ſearching Parſuivants. They flee 
from popular Towns to Villages; and from thee 
again to -unfrequented s, Woods, and 
eaths, carrying their Wives and Children with 
'em, and all the Subſtance of their Houſes. The 
Roads are cover'd with the Caravans of doubtful 
Paſſengers, who dread to think of going back to 
the contagious Seats they left behind, yet know 
not where to be receiv'd anew. So general is the 
Conſternation, ſo Rrong the Fear of thoſe who yet 
| ſurvive, left they ſhould alſo catch the Infection and 
die. | | | 
HBeſides this, they have felt the Strokes of ano- 
ther ſurprizing Calamity : London, the Capital on 
of England, being newly conſum'd by Fire. It 
- ig not certain, whether Deſign ar Chance ſirſt — 


- 


- 
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dled the devouring Nienent. But it fell out at an 
unlucky Seaſon, when the Wind was high, and 
from its Eaſtern Quarter blew the Flames full Weſt, 
which ſpreading North and South, demoliſh'd all 
before them, laying the greateſt Part of that rich and - 
famous City in Aſhes. 42% Toad 

Some aſcribe this to a Plot of the French; others 
term it, a Judgment of God, for their Rebellion, 
Pride, and other crying Sins. Whilſt with equal 
Probability, a third Sort affirm, *Twas contriv'd 
and put in Execution by a, Cabal of Carpenters and 
Maſons ; who, wanting Employment, and proje- 
Qing the Method of enriching themſelves, diſdai- 
ning alſo the inartificial and obſolete Form of Buil- 
dings, reſolv'd to put this. City into a new Figure, 
and raiſe it according to the Models of foreign Archi- 
tecture. Every one gueſſes as his Affections incline - 
him, or his Conjectures follow the Byaſs of his In- 
tereft. Men are always partial to themſelves and the 
Oo they have eſpous d. G only knows the” 

ruth, 

The e e among the Roman Catholicks 
take occaſion from the Timing of this horrible 
Conflagration, to inſult o'er the Exgliſb Proteſtants : 
who from ſome obſcure Paſſages in the Book of their 
Goſpel,” uſed to foretel, in a Prophetick Manner, 
That the final Ruin and Cataſtrophe of Rome would 
happen in this Year 1666 : Whereas, by fatal Ex- 
perience, more ſure than vain Predictions, they find 
oe Metropolis of their own Nation reduc'd to 

es. 
| Whoever are the Inſtruments in theſe Tag 
{is certam the Deſigns of Fate are ftill perform'd. 
Every Kingdom, State, and Community, has its cri- 


tical Periods and Climacters, wherein it ſuffers De- 
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* This Blank the Italian Prefact-mentions, and ſays, 
eis owing to the Loſs of ſome Part of the Arabick 


Letter ſuppos'd to be torn o Chance, or on fone 
| other Octafion, ny 


Paris, 24 of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


LETTER XVI. 


W Cara Haly, Phyſician 70 the Grand 
- Signior. * | 


Am melancholy, beyond the Deſcription of Pais- 
ters, Poets, or the lively Eloquence of Cicers. Me- 
thinks, I'm ſome exotick Being; a perfect Foreigner 
on Earth ; a Stranger to its Laws and Maxims. I 
appear to other Mortals like a Giger or Frank in his 
Weſtern Dreſs at Morocco, Babylon, or Conſtantinople. 
I mean not for my outward Habit, (for in that I'm 
conformable enough to the Made of the Region 
where I reſide) but I'm all unfaſhionable within; 
ridiculous in my Sentiments and Converſation. 
When others laugh, I ſigh, and find a Reaſon to be 
fad, in the midſt of Company. Even Wine 
it (elf, 5 all the World beſide, does 
but inc my Me oly, by. adding Strength 
y ring Thoughts. It ſabfimates m 

Spirits up to Sacred Phrenſies. I am all Lunati 
at ſuch a Time. Each Glaſs creates new Dreams 
more wild than the ſtrange Flights and Raptures 
of a Santone. My. heated Spleen, like Mount Gi- 
bel, belches forth horrid Clouds of Smoak and 
Vapours, which 5 long ſmothering in its ſpon- 
gy Caverns; theſe quickly "ſpread and covet - 
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the Horizon of my Soul, rendring it dark and gloomy, 
as the Cymmerian Solitudes, or the more diſmal Val- 
leys bordering on the River Styx, where ſurly Cha- 
ron waits to ferry o'er the Caravans of trembling 
Ghoſts, and land em in Elyſium. 

Oh ! that thoſe Fables of the antient Poets were 
but true ! or that I knew but ſomething certain of 
our Future State whether the Soul ſurvives or no, 


when Death has ſtopt the Circulation of our Blood? 


And what becomes of that Immortal Subſtance, af- 
ter its parting from the Body ? Whether it paſs b 

Tranſmigration into the Embryo: of ſome other Ani- 
mal, as Pythagoras taught; or be united, ſwallowed 
up, and loſt in the Univer/al Soul of the World, as 
Plato did believe? Or, if ſome other Magnet does at- 
tract its Preſence; and hidden Sympathies of Na- 
ture teach it to form it ſelf a Vehicle or Body of the 
Elements? Perhaps, ſome Souls unite with Air, 
whilſt others mix with Water, Earth, or purer 
Skies. This for its horrid Sins in mortal State, may 
be by the Eternal Nemeſis funk down into the fatal 


Caverns of Mount tua, Strombolo, or Peſuvius ; 
there to incorporate with burning Rivers and Lakes 


of Sulphur and other Minerals, to hear perpetually 


the frightful Cracking, Rumbling, and loud Thun- 


ders of thoſe infernal Vaults; to be, without Inter- 
miſſion, annoy'd with the eternal Stench of melted 
Mines, whoſe poignant Vapours equally kill it and 
revive it every Moment, that it may be confin'd to 
an endleſs Circle of Miſeries: To feel the excrucia- 
ting Torments which no 'Tongue can utter ; whilit 
the inceſſant rapid Motion of thoſe exalted and moſt 
violent Fires, with which it is embodyed by Decree 
of Fate, rob it of the very Poſſibility of the leaſt eaſy 
Thought, or quiet Minute ; and- at the ſame time 


rack it with infinity Tortures. 


— — — — 
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Think not, my dear Phy/ician, that it is impoſſi- 
ble a ſeparate Spirit can thus be ſenfible of Pains, 
There's no ſuch Thing as a ſeparate Spirit, fave Gop 
who made all Bodies, and therefore was before them, 
The Angeli themſelves are partly corporeal ; ſo are 
the Devils. Do not believe then, that mortal Man, 
who 1s in a middle State between theſe two, ſhall by 
dying, gain a Privilege above the moſt illuſtrious 
Spirits in Heaven. As ſoon as Death has diſlodg'd 
us from one Body, Nature, Providence, or Fate pro- 
vides us another, according to our Qualities, Incli- 
nations, and Merits. We may as well by Metemp/y- 


ches, become the Spirit or Soul of a flaming Sulphur: 


Mine, or at leaſt of ſome Part of it, as of a Horfe, an 
Eagle, or a Dove: For ſuch, for ought we know, 


| may be the Diſpoſition of Divine Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
an 


Omnipotence. + Nt. 

By the very ſame Reaſon another Sor! may be 
tranſported to the open, happy Skies, where it: may 
either range in boundleſs, free, and ſerene Tracts of 
Bliſs, or be enfranchis'd in the Corporations of the 
Stars, to dwell in Palaces of Azare, Topazes, and 
Diamonds; to poſleſs Provinces more rich than in 
Peru or Guiney, where the Ruſticks plow up-Gold, 
more beautiful and pleaſant than the famous Fields 
of Theſſaly. Gop knows what will become” of us 
after our Diſſolution : But the Ignorance of this one 
Truth occaſions all my Melancholy. NH: 

Death is not formidable of it ſelf, nor all the do- 


lorous Circumſtances that precede it : *Tis only: 


what comes after, raiſes all my 'Terror. Were I to 


melt away in lingring Agues and Conſumptions ; or 
to be ſooner poſted off in high-wrought Fevers, 


Pleurifies, or Peſtilence: Or if it were my Fate to 
die by Piſtol, Sword, or Poiſon, or any other Kind 


of flow or ſudden Death, allatted. me from. Chance 
or Nature, Providence or Fate: Should Heaven con- 


fame me in a Trice by Lightning; or this os 
| | . wi 


— 
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with equal Swiftneſs, bury me in ſome ſurprizin 
Earthquake: Twould be al one to fy nas. were 
it not for the After-claps, to which I am a ſtranger. 
I tremble at the hidden and unſearchable Force of 
Nature: ] dread the irreverſible unknown Decrees of 
Fate, the Serret Methods of Eternal Deſtiny, the 
Laws and Order of the other World, in billetting the 
Troops of human Saule, that go to winter there, af- 
ter this Life's Campaign is finiſhed. | | 
Once in a cold and froſty Evening, as I was tra- 
velling o'er a bleak wide Plain, and felt the pene- 
trating Blaſts of North-Eaſt Winds, with chilling 
Sleet, which fell upon me from the Clouds; my 
Spirits alſo tir d with tedious Journeys, and my 
anxious Thoughts being wholly taken up about a 
Reſting-Place that Night, and how to avoid the 
Aſſaults of Robbers, with a thouſand other Perils, 
threatning a Stranger on the Road; at length I 
chanced to think of the untry'd and remote Voyage 
I muſt one Day make to another World. It child 
my Blood to imagine the diſconſolate naked Cir- 
cumſtances of a 3 Soul, which, for ought T 
knew, might be ilder'd, loſt, and forc'd to 
wander up and down through untrack'd Waſtes of 
milty frozen Air, where the inhoſpitable Element 
affords no Guides, nor watts co to comfortleſs, 
or, ſtraggling Gh; unleſs they would accept a 
odging in ſome Cloud, the Ciſtern and Chariot 
of Rain, Hail, or Snow ; there to incorporate with 
the unwelcome Meteors, and be whirl'd round the 
Gl:be, or elſe precipitated down to Earth again in 
Showers ; from thence perhaps to be exhaled by 
the Sun, and mix'd with Embrys's of Lightning, 
Fiery Dragons, Ignes Fatui, or other Bodies hourly 
flaming in the Veltin, and thus to circulate in * 
endleſs Tranſ/migrations. , Who knows the Circum- 
ſtances of departed Souls, or Lars of a Separate 
State? Let him declare what Uſage we ſhall find in 


that 


* 
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that inviſible and dark Receſs from Life: He ſhalt 
be then eſteem'd more than Apollo, by the penſive 
Mabmut. Not the old De/phick Oracle could receive 
eater Reverence from the inquiſitive World; nor 
c£ca now from devout Muſſulman Pilgrims; or 
Medina Talnabi, where the Prophet reſts in Peace, 


than ſuch an one-ſhould have from me, who could 


with unfeigned Truth diſcover how we ſhall be 


diſpos'd of when we die. But I am cloy'd and 


nauſeated with dull Romances of the Priefs and 


Derwviches. | 
My Friend, let thou and I learn to improve the 


Joys of preſent Life, and not by damn'd Miſtakes, 


deprive our ſelves of double Happineſs. But let us 


ſo comport our ſelves, that our Tranſmigration may 
be but from the Pleaſures of Earth to thoſe of Hea- 
ven; from one Paradiſe to another. \ 


Paris, 6th of the 1/} Moon, 
7 of” the tear 1667. 
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LETTER XVIL 
* To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. * 


H E Bleflingsof God and his Prophet chear thy 
Heart, as thou haſt exhilerated mine by thy 
laſt Letter, wherein thou encourageſt me. with the 
Hopes of being remov'd from this difagreeable Poſt, 
to one more Delightful and Happy, even to a ſweet 
Country Retirement, either in Arabia, or any other 
Part of the Grand Signior's Dominions, which is the 
very Mark of all my Wiſhes. | 
I have a natural Averſion for great and populous 
Cities. 'They ſeem ta be ſo many magnificent Se- 
pulchres of the Living, where Men are ſhut up, im- 
riſon'd, and buried from all Commerce with the 
Elements; or they are like Ho/pitals and Peft-Houſes 
where People crowd, infect, and ſtink one another 
to Death with a thouſand Pollutions. They hive 
together like Bees, and build their Apartments in 
Darkneſs. Like Neſts of Piſmires, they trudge up 
and down all the Summer of their Youth, to heap 
up Treaſures, that they may ſpend the Winter of 
their Old Age in loathſome Eaſe, and benumm'd 
Stupidity; not daring to venture out of the Purlieu 
of their naſty, ſmoaky Habitations, and yet they're 
ready to be ſtifled with their own Breath. 
Tis with Pleaſure I contemplate the Face of the 
infant Earth, before it was deform'd by the unne- 
ceſſary Arts of the Carpenter, Smith, and Maſon : 
When Men had' no other Houſes, fave what they 
made themſelves, every one for his Family, of the 
Branches and Boughs of Trees, interwoven with 
Oſiers, Reeds and Ivy; and cover'd thick with 
8 Leaves 
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Leaves and Graſs to ſhelter them from Wind; Hail, 
Rain, and other Injuries of Weather. Or perhaps 
fome had found out a Den or Cave in the Earth, 

or the Hollow of a Rock, for a Sanctuary in ſuch 
= Caſes, where they repos'd' in perfect Tranquility, 
without Fear of Snares or Vinlence, without == 
henſion of Robbers, or any tragical Surprize. 
They went out and in, ſlept and wak'd, labour'd 
and reſted in Safety and Quiet. Avarice, Envy, 


and Injuſtice had not as yet corrupted the Minds 


of Mortals. The Earth brought forth Corn, 


 Herbage; and Fruits, without the Husbandman's | 


or Gardener's Labour : All Places abounded with 
Plenty of innocent Refreſhments, and thoſe pri- 


mitive- Inhabitants coveted no more. The Cattle 


and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and the 
Fountain-Waters were generous as Wine. This 
Globe was a compleat Paradiſe, and no miſtaken 
Teal had taught Men religiouſly to invade one a- 


mother's Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder F. 
their Neighbours, in hopes of meriting Heaten 
hereafter. There was no ſuch Thing as Bigottry ry 
or Superſtition to be found among any of Human ra 
Race. The Law of Nature was in univerſal Force: C 
Every Man purſu'd the Dictates of Reaſon, without m 
cg after . Rz/igious' Sophiſtry, Sacred Fi 4 
es. | 2% 10 
But when once the Luere of Gold had corrupted 
Mens Manners, and they, not contented with the . fat 
. + Riches and Sweets which they daily cropt from the D. 
Surface of the Earth, had found a Way to deſcend to 
into her Bowels, ſtung with an inſatiable Deſire of an 
hidden Treaſures ; then began Injuſtice, Oppreſ- W 
Gon and Cruelty to take place. Men made Enelo- I 
ſures to themſelves, and encompaſs'd a certain Por- the 
tion of Land with Hedges, Ditches, and Pales, to 
tence: them from the Invaſions. of others ; * - — 
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Guilt of their own vicious Inclinations fill'd them 


with Fears, and made them jealous of one another. 


They built themſelves ſtrong Holds, Fortreſſes, 
Caſtles, and Cities: And their Terrors increaſin 


with their Criminal Poſſeſſions, they perſua 


themſelves, that the very Elements would prove 
their Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and Pre- 
ſents. Hence ſprung the firſt Invention of Altar, 


and Sacrifices, and from theſe vain panick Fears of 
Mortals, the Gods deriv'd their Pedigree. For one 


built a Temple to the Sun, another to the Moon, a 
third to Jupiter, Mars, or the reſt of the Planets. 


Some ador'd the Fire, others the Vater or Wind, 


Every'one ſet up to himſelf ſucha God as he fancied 
would be propitious to him. Thus. Error being 
equally propagated with Human Nature, they 
created an infinite Rabble of | imaginary Dettics, 
paying to thoſe 7dols, the ſupreme and incommu- 
nicable Honours, due only to the Eternal Efjence, 
Father and Source of all Things. | 
Beſides, they liv'd in intolerable Pride and Luxu- 
ry, in conſtant Wars and Strife, in Darkneſs, Igno- 


rance, and Confuſion. I ſpeak of ſuch as dwelt in 
Cities, and were incorporated together by one com- 


mon Intereſt. For ſtill there remain'd ſome who 


obey'd the Original Laws of Nature, and the Tradi- 


tions of Primitive Humanity. 
Theſe dwelt in Tents, or other moveable Habi- 


 . tations, as our Countrymen the Arabs do at this 


Day with the Tartars their Brethren. 'They ſcorn'd 


to faſten themſelves to the Earth, by 8 | 


any Part of it in 3 cog 7+ Every Field - an 
Wood, Hill and Valley, River and: Well, were 
with them in common. They ſtraggled whither 
* pleaſed. | 
his is the Life ſo emulated by me; or inſtead 
of that, at leaſt a Retirement from Cities, that I 
may breathe out my laſt Hours in a free Air, ay 
rom 


. 
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from the ſtifling Company and Contagion of Mor- 
tals. I long to range at Liberty through unfre- * 
quented Paths of Deſart Ground, o'er wild, un- * 
poliſh'd Heaths; from thence inſenſibly to fall into Q 
ſome venerable Solitude, where the dry, moſſy mn 
Barks of Trees, in filent Characters proclaim the | 
Antiquity of the Place; and gentle Whiſpers of the {MW B. 
Wind inſtru the Methods of Platonick Love; 1 2 
ions ſtrange Paſſions, which we never felt before, n 
and teach us to converſe with Satyrs, Nymphs, and 

other harmleſs Tenants of the Shades. How great is de 
the Pleaſure to be thus ſurpriz'd with ſome har- br 
monious, warbling Stream, or filent, ſoft, Ceep, | 
Cryſtdl River? To ſpeak Incognito with Dryaa;, oy 
Hamadryadi, and the ſporting Zeccho's ; to lie diſ- ay 
ſolv'd in looſe, yet innocent Enjoyments on the 
Banks, to talk with Nature, with Immortal Subſtances, Fi 
and with Eternity it ſelf ? Oh God ! is not this na- : 
viſhing. | 


Ti difficult to fay, whether it would be ple _ 
ſant or painful to return from theſe ineffable Pa- h 
rades of the Sul, to our domeſtick Felicities, tho . 0 
even in a rural Life, which I acknowledge to be H, 
the happieſt on Earth. Yet there to trace the OG 
Herds and Flocks, to walk amidſt the high-grown 8 
Corn, and Graſs, to pluck the bearded Ears of Bar- Po 
ley, to let 6ur Eyes rowl o'er the various Figures Pin 
. of the Wind-blown Wheat and Millet, our Noles to ul 
ſuck the fragrant Airs of Marjoram, Thyme, Orat- Wh © 
ges, and Lemons, with innumerable Spices ; our wa 
Fars to hear the inimitable Melody of Birds, and e. 3 
very Senſe to be tranſported, ſnatch'd away, and B 
loſt in facred Extaſies; muſt needs be rank'd among 1 
the higheſt Kinds of earthly Pleaſures. Ll 
But to deſcend from thoſe Enjoyments, to thi 2 
meaneſt and maſt common Diverſions of a Country- 107 
Life; methinks there's ſomething peculiarly charm- ve 
ing in the very ellenge Situation of the How die i 
p '- op | Whe⸗ 
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whether it be on the Brow of a Hill, or the Bot- 
tom of a Valley; in the Midſt of a Wood, or the 
Opening of a Heath; on the Side of a Road, or 
in ſome obſcure Corner of the Country. Tis agree- 
able, when waking in the Morning, to hear the 
Bleating of Sheep, Lowing of Oxen, Screaming, 
Quacking, and Crowing, of Geeſe, Ducks, Cocks, 
and other Home-bred Animals; to hear the louder 
Winds, threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
demoliſh Houſes, and remove the Globe it ſelf, if 
poſſible, from off its Ba,. This would be better 
Muſick to me for a Change, than a Conſort of Dal- 
cimers, Theorbo's, Timbrels and Viols. Humana Na- 
ture delights in Variety, and there is a certain auda- 
cious Curioſity in the Soul, which loves to venture on 
Extremes. 'The Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of 
Hogs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other. neceſſ- 
rural Beaſts, would pleaſe me better than the conſtant 
tedious Eaſe, and fulſome Sweets of Court or City. 
I ſweat whilſt thus ihut up within theſe Walls: It 
cloys me to be daily walking in a Circle; to trample 
always o'er the fame Ground, in a vaſt Labyrinth of 
Houſes, where my Senſes meet no new refreſhing 
Objects, but my Ears are hourly nauſeated, vex'd, 
and tir'd with the rattling Din of Coaches, Carts, 
Artificers, and the harſh Voices of ſuch as ſell Fleſh, 
Fiſh, and other Things about the Streets. My Eyes 
can find no grateful Proſpects, but daſh'd with ſurly 
rugged Looks of W 1, and wealthy nfidels ; or 
with the ſly fatyrick Smiles of well-ſhap'd People, 
wo contemn me for my bandy Legs, and crooked 
ack, | ” 5 
In a word, my dear Baſa, J long to feel the 
gentle Breezes of the Ea, purifying my Soul, and 
8 it from ſo many Pollutions. I languiſh 
for the Sight of Turbants and Creſcents, for the de- 
Vout Call of the Myezins on yy lofty Minarets : I . 
die in Contemplation of the ſacred Fats and * t 
| 8 


a?” 
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the nocturnal Joys of Ramezan, the Revels and or 
chearful Illuminations of Beiram, and the Imperial wh 
Dunalma's. When I think of theſe things, my Soul WO 
burſts forth in fervent Invocations, and every Fa- Co 
—_— cries, Alla, Alls. = | 
May that Divine and Immortal One hear my are 
Prayers, and grant me the Happineſs to ſee the Face of bliſ 
noble Kerker Haſſan, in an Horizon pure and free 


from the Defilement of Iaß dels. Th 


Paris, 1475 of the 2d Moon, 
P tbe Nar 1667. 


— 


— 


LETTER XVIII. 
To Iſouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at | 
| Aſtracan. 1 


— 


1 Sent a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664, where- 
in, among other things, I recommended our 
Couſin Selyman to thy Friendſhip and Patronage, if 
ever he ſhould travel to Afracan, as I advis'd him. 
For thou knoweſt he has a roaming Genius, without 
the Wit to improve himſelf in any Foreign Country, 
_ unleſs he has a Friend to guide and take care of him: 
And then 'twill be a difficult Task to make him ſen- 
fible where he is. He'll always think he is within 
the Verge of the Grand Signior's Hunt, where he 
may domineer at large, under the Notion of a Re- 
tainer to the Su/tan. He's a' ſtrange humour d 
Fellow. I know. not what to make of him. He's 
as changeable as Proteus, or a Canelion: Sometimes 
religiouſly Dull and Phlegmatick, like a Hadgi; at 
another Seaſon you ſhall feel his Pulſe beating. to the 
Tune of youthful Pride, Ambition, Luft, and o- 
ther Vices. To Day he'd be a Derviche, Santont, 


or 
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or any thing that bears the Form of Holineſs: But | 
when he's ſlept upon't, the vaiv young Convert / 
would return again to the World, and be a Soldier, " 7" 
Courtier, Profeſſor of the Law, or any thing that "A 
makes a Figure in the Eyes of Men. So unwelcome 
are the rigid Paths of Vertue to a Sou not well eſta- 
bliſhed in its Principles. IE | 
And yet our Couſin 2 as T am told, is the 4 
Muſſulman of the Mufſulmans, as to his Exterior. 
With Hand devoutly laid to Breaſt, and humble 
Couch o'th' Head, he gives the Salem to his Friends 
and Neighbours: Soft, as the Signs of Mutes in the 
Seraglio: Humble as the Grecian Chapman, walking 
through the Streets, is forc'd to imitate, when he is 
hector d by the rampant Janizaries. » 
But, oh my Couſin Z/ozf, tis Grief to ſay, that P71 
Solyman, Partaker of our Blood, is Baſe, Ungrateful, 
on Perfidious : That he ſhould be thus Unnatural, 
ſtudying the utmoſt Period of our Life ; inſtead of 
honeſt, juſt, and noble Preſents, to prolong it. 
] had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him to Pon- 
tius Pilate; andif I bo pus on, and ſcum'd off all 
the moſt enormous Crimes of Human Race, twould | 
be too little to expreis his Enmity againſt Mahmut, 
the kindeſt Uncle, and the trueſt Friend, that e' er 
poor Solyman cou'd boaſt of. | 
But he is degenerate, and that's too little, with- 
out the mournful Sighs of thee and me, to increaſe 
the Aggravation of his Crime. 8 
In fine, he's our Kinſman, and let us ſhew Mer- > 
cy. He has been hdious to me, and I wou'd | 
retrench the Words I have ſpoken in his Diſgrace. : 
If he comes to Afracan, do as thou pleaſeſt : But | 
have an Eye over thine own Affairs. Take not S- 
Iman for an Angel. He is ſtill but a Turbant-maker ; | 1 
a frolickſome-Blade ; and a Merchant that makes a | 
very {mall Figure. | | 
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Couſin Jo, forget not the Maxims thou haſt 
learn'd in thy Travels; Be true to thy Friends, and 
thy ſelf. Honour the Memory of thy deceaſed Pa- 
rents; Love all Men that are And be not 
remiſs-in- praying for the Sou of thy deceaſed Urcle, 
whenever God ſhall call for it. 3... 22580 


Paris, 2615 of the 24 Moon; 
of the Near 1667. 


The End of the Sixth Volume. 


